HE most revealing indicator of reaction's

oozing confidence 1o date is Mr Minoo
‘Masani’s decision to train his pop-gun on the
Congress Party in the next Lok Sablha rather than I
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1o state what his own gang will do in it His

assessment mow is that Mrs Gendhi will not get

the single-party majority of which she has so often §
“ spoken in recent days, and the differences within 1
™ the Congress and between it and its allies being
i what they are, she might not be able to secure
|" ths necessary number of votes in the two Houses
to bring about worthwhile changes in our cum-
ﬂ-‘ % brous Constitution. Not satisfied with boosting
v g his own and his friends’ (if mot his family's)
¥ morale with such arithmetic, Mr Masani has also
e called upon the people to realize that they alone
Eﬁ constitute the true element of soversignty in our
socicty and not parliaments and legislatures, This |
jejune essay in casuistry is mecessary  because
Mr Masani and other political brokers of vested
interests are realizing that most political parties
that are or want to look progressive are getting
more specifically committed to a rational redistri- |
] bution of concentrated economic power.

Ty

-

The abstract people and the ghostly words of
the Constitution have bzcome supremely iriportant
categories because the assumption is that they
can, at least for a time, be used against instito-
tions and idess that appear to threaten wealth
and the sordid power it gives to Mr Masani's
masters. The people however are not an abstrac-
tion. They are concretely real and the hungers
in their bodies and the ideas in their minds are
the essential substance of our politics and our
cconomic and social inmstitutions and should be |
the goyerning force of all our laws including our |
fundamental law. The people’s sovercignty cannot |
be expressed except through thése institntions and |
laws, and it is because the people are supreme |
that our Parliament should be the ultimate and
unquestioned arbiter in all their  affairs. It is |
political chicanery to seek to separate lepislative |
houses elected on the basis of adult suffrage from
& the people themselves. Attempts to do so are |
invariably inspired by the hops that the people |
as a whole can be confused and tricked into
attitudes cbstructive to eollective economic and
cultural progress. It is true that in the last few
years individoals and groups bemt on such mis-
chiel have achieved a degree of success. Otherwise
such political atavisms as Mr Masani and his
alliance friends would not have besn in a posi-
tion to poison the democratic atmosphere in India.
A measure of their success is the confused picture
the election-cve scene presents. In spite of the
p_cuptc‘s increasing  desire to separate the reac-
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