CONFUSION & CHAOS

here is utter confusion on the electoral front and
_H total chaos in West Bengal to the point where it

E_Eu.mn ._M.nnﬁnwmb whether the poll will be held as

Look at the electoral front
The Prime Minister contradicts
_-h___up_m repeatedly and the Grand

issues a  declaratjon
w says nothing at all about
policies. Both«camps are divided,

As G. K. Reddy of The Hindy
very tively points out:

An ironic feature of the Cong-1
campaign is that in their heart of
_w.as....ﬂ neither the Rightists nor
FM.-F%EHE&ZH wnn_u_ n Gan- something, she said.

P really want her to get As CPI's New Age wrote : It
an absolute majority in this elge- m a mystery how mw__...a proposes to

capitalism, which perpetuated in-
equalily among people, and no
force on earth could deflect it
from the path? War and Peace
are not compatibles. : :

On February 18 at Dabhoi she
was categorical :  “We are not
against either Maharajas or capi-
talists.”” Nothing was to be _hra_j
away from the “haves’; only the!
“have nots" were to be giyen

tion.”” Each faction wants her * ! ?

4 * t capitalism without fighting

Wz%ﬁ%ﬂwnw &5 bo Ik outide (f capitalists .. . after oll she

ed. The Prime Minister’ e-mind-  must remember the old uﬂo,.nﬂrlg

s unenviable S position  you can’t run with the hounds
: and hunt with the hare.”

Meanwhile, she goes about one  ALLIANCE'S DECLARATION

ax ek %\N\F Nalow €/2/7, | ;

not of policy or programme. It
is clear that in the debate within
the Alliance, M. R. Masani's plea
for evolving & minimum pro-
gramme of an alternative govern-
ment has lost out to the SS5P’s
doctrine of toppling.

George Fermandes has well ex-
plained his Party’s policy towards
the Alliance and its partners. The
SSP wanfs electoral adjustmept,
but “this adjustment should not
involve working out a minimum
programme. For, we believe that
cach party must place before the
people the programme for which
it stands and seek their mandate”.

The question of a common pro-
gramme arises “only at the tme
of fighting the elections. There
/s no reason to saddle the victori-
“ous parties with previous com-
mitments on the basis of po-
grammes of those parties which
may be wiped out by the people
in the elections.”

This is sheer cynicism. It ds
fallacious to think that a common
programme be the pro-

day branding capitalists and for, ;
mer princes as demons to he ex- be four-party Alliance o

and the next da Cong-0, the Jan Sangh, the
‘ﬂnﬂa&m be ﬁBuou...p.m ___mscm_w.numn wmm.n and the Swatantra
though under some restraints, P

Ed.runlﬁ_oan.ninm_inn.
On Mﬁu:uﬁ. r-mm she said at ©laration in Delhi recently.
Godhra ad no “grudge’ “Realisation that d acy is
“ﬁ“—. ﬂnugn? If through So- in real mEM...:.:. H nqu_M.__ n_ﬁm_m,.n&a:
i t _._ﬂomﬁmp.&%ﬂwﬂoﬂm‘nﬂuﬁ J.snrﬁg “a maximum Ennu,”r:u
proved, fi of comm gTeen I
nnﬂ”&ﬂ_ she soothingly added Au?ﬂ:. :.nﬂ..vﬂ.dnm H_"q% ﬂﬂ%hn_.n n:b:...u
news  agenci rt; DParties who bave joined this
“She urged the Hsmﬂﬁﬂn—wﬁﬂn:.nn
to misunderstand her. She had
Do intention of snatching awpy
their property, she said.)”
But only two da i
Inipur she had uu._u..m« -.wuhn—.._rw....".
Party bad waged a war against

people a government wedded to
the cause of palitical, economic,
social and secular democracy, th
integrity and independence of op
country, and its speedy economic
and social progress.'

This is n statement of ideals,

Alliance are resalved to give the/

gramme of any single partner in
the Alliance. It will represent the
agreed programme of the joint
entity.

Femandes ought to realise that
democracy means popular support
for State policies and that the
whale object of an election is to
seck such support for the gaov-
ernment to be formed.

Partics must commit themselves

singly if they go it alone apd
jointly if they aspire to govern
together. The electorate "hi a
right to know.

What will be the coalition’s

w-nﬂ_d_._:.sm..u It is not fair to ask
or n blanket mandate and then
ensure a compromise among the

SEVEN

| Thats the way it is... a.c.voonan

artners, Particularly if 3

coalition
each of the partners has singly
been elected on its own distine-
tive manifesto which in vital res-
pects might conflict with that of *
the ather allies.

Fernandes is of the wiew thak "3
“the Rightist parties have no real
alternative to offer to the coun-
try."” ~All the mopre reason for
demanding  the * formulation of
such an alternative naw,

Fernandes! views, propound
at length in an article in
Hindustan Times, leave no
for doubt about the appo
that is the SSP. Itisa ] .
Dr Lohia bequeathed to the
and which it treasures fondly.
BENGAL CHAOS
ranm we M.MM. to 5__8_”—. Hﬂfﬂﬁl
gal we a state te
chaos, The assassination of
the veteran Forward Bloe leader,
Hemanta Kumar Basu, is enly n
glaring and outrageous reflectipn
of that state of things.

o
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Mrs Gandhi is hoist with her +

own ‘petard. If she postpones
the poll and admits that her egr-

lier réfusal to have an early elec-
tion there was right, she loses
face. If the eleetion fs held ns
scheduled it will be widely gs-
sailed #g one held under an gt-

maosphers of coercion. L

Mrs Gandhi is herself the archi-
tect of fthis dilemma, She hes
kept her incompetent favourite,
Mr 5. S, Dhavan, far too long In %
a post Sghere his incompetenpe.
has Hni..n? the present anprehy,

The Jcene at the hospital
where dhavan went to express
his =0 w gt the —Hﬂ-.—.—- t
Hemanty Rasu reflocted the p
tempt if which he is justly




