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In West Bengal and Ultar Pra-
desh, many Intelligent people, 2]1;1:,
ec-

kly, do not wanl early

In this article Mr M. R.
Masani M.P. explains why he
resigned ar General Secre.
tary of the Swatantra Party,

tions and the restoration of Party
Government. They say they are
much happier under Governor's
rule which gives them clean ad-
minisiration and interferes
with thelr personal lives. If
trend contlinues, such a feellng
might spread to more and more
parts of the country until it en-
velopes the entire nation The im-
plications for the future of demo-
cracy and our Copstitution of
#such a siate of mind are not very
difficult to imagine, If our entire

arllamen system  collapses
ind is replaced by some form of
authoritarianism a5 in Paki
Indonesia, and Greece, what price
the Swatantra Party or, for that
matter, any other party?

Party’s Debacle

It was against this backdrop
&nd with these considerations in
find that I had to take a declsion
when Mr Dandekar wrote to me
convayjnﬁ‘ the wish of col-
leagues the National (T
tive of the Swatanira Party that
I should withdraw my resignation,

or reasons explained in my re-

to Mr Dandeker which has
en released to the Press, 1 had
tadly to come to the conclusion
that the announcement regarding
disciplinary aciion was Inere
tyewash and that there was an
ofrich-like refusal to face
nature and imolications of the
debacle at both the Natlonzl apd
Gujarat State levels within my
Party. That attitude is not only
unfortunate from the ethical angle
but shows a lack of political
acumen in so far as the fallure

least

ta take action townrds restoring
the shatiered credibility of the
arty In Gularat is concerped.

ere was also In evidence an
Appeasement of indiscioline which
would lead o the Balkanization
of the party

Not that other partles concern-
ed in the incidant have behavea
any hatter. Tha (Congrees Party
In the Gujarat Assembly quite
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Agha ete

1t woum
rapped the
gentleman in  question on the
knuckles and renorted the Inci-
dent. not to the Press, but to the
T.ead=r of the Swatantra Party In
Parlisment as an act of inter-
oppositional solidarity?

It is of course not rmuch use
trying to reform other people's
Parties. ‘We must “turn the search-
ight inwards"” as Gandhijl would
have suggested and put our own
respective houses in order.

1 would not like my¥ Party to
develop the same cynicism about
the sanctity of its pledged word
and the same contempt for the
electorate that the ruling party
has been showing. People are
hankering for a litile idealism
and ethies in our politics, The
could supply
its mind to

B WUHOETIUL

Swatantra Par
these if It ma ewi_llﬁ
do so 1 hoge it not be long
before the Party comes to appre-
clate that having a few spokes.
men in whom the people have
falth Is even more Important than
udgln to the number of jts MPs
an 5.

Leadership Lacking

India suffers today from lack
of leadership all round, While it
is true thatevery country getsihe
overnment It deserves 1 cannot

elp feeling that the Indian peo-
ple deserve somewhat betler lea-
dership than they are elting.
The root of the evil lies in the fact
that most of the leaders of all

litical parties praclise what

enin aptly described as “tzflism.”
A young friend of mine was
provoke by this phenome-
non fto suggest that they should
all be presented with 3° copy of
Kennedy's book, Profiles in Caue:
age! It is obvious that this kind

‘of lepdership, If it can ba ealled

that, has not done thise parijes
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