Strictly Confidential

148, Mahatma Gandhi Road.
Bombay 1.
15th May, 1968

To
Members of the General Council of the Swatantra Party.

Dear Comrade,

You will perhaps have seen in the press my letter to the Gcl}eml Secretary
{ copy attached—Annexure A) saying that [ have not found it possible to respond
to the invitation extended to me by the National Executive to withdraw the
resignation I had submitted from that body and the Central Parliamentary Board.

9. It was not possible for me in the letter to the General Secretary, which was
meant for publication, to spell out the reasons why I found it necessary to take
this decision. At the same time, 1 believe that the interests of the democratic
functioning of our Party demand that there should be no conspiracy of silence as
hetween the leaders and that you, as an elected member of the Party’s General
Council, the supreme deliberative body of our Party, have a right to know the
facts, It is, therefore, in the strictest of confidence, that I am outlining in this
letter the unfortunate developments that led to the debacle in Gujarat and the
present crisis,

3. I am sure you can imagine how much it must mean to me, who have worked
now for eleven vears for the ideals of our Party, including two years of work in
trying to bring the Party into existence, to have to stand aloof from the admin-
istration and running of the Party’s affairs, Yet 1 feel that, if I were to do anvthing
else, far from serving the Party's interests, T would be letting down the objectives
and ideals that we hold in common.

4. It is not as il the step 1 have had to take is a hasty or ill-considered one o
that it is caused by an isolated incident, The disquiet to which I have given
cxpression was felt by me for several vears when, as General Secretary of the
Party, T was better informed of what went on than perhaps anyone else. As far
back as 20th May, 1968, I had written in a letter to Rajaji: “The basic fact of
life with which I, as General Secretary, have to live from day to day is the lack
of sincerity of purpose on the part of a considerable section of our State leader-
ship in various parts of the country. Over a long period, the consciousness of
this weakness and the somewhat limited success one has in dealing with it lessens
the zest, determination and satisfaction with which one does one’s task, We in
the Central Office have been at the receiving end of so much sniping and needl-
ing that both Raju and 1 feel we have come to the end of our tether. The facl
that we are working with altogether inadequate staff and are, therefore. strained
to breaking point is much less erosive in its effects than this lack of TESponse.
!;‘nt to mention appreciation or comradeship, to whatever one is trying to do.”
1;1::.1‘:113 :)I‘::a;::tl- tnul l::lll\lh!:_;t:‘r Ik h-ﬁill ;.-mmluur.l('tl.kb_\ .-;:s.‘\'ing: “Tt \\'tlllllld be very
nine months, which looks Jike :“”?L Sl g s burdey dnnn};_ thie next

) : something of a nightmare in these conditions, and

t;‘:ﬂfi:r\:lahm-L(.;n-.-u-I[ to writing and speaking for the Party on the ideological and
poicy-maxing plane. But I fear you would consider this a shirking of my duty

and I realise that it would not be fair either to vou or to Ranga to e
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icle i ardj i “Swatantra—The
. article in the Swarajya Annual, 1968, entitled

Erm‘.[l:lblﬂ]t;’ (?aps ?c::py attached—Annexure B), I had gone on to sound a note
of warning last January. Little had I imagined then that w:ithm three mu_nths suc:-h
a shattering blow would be struck at the Party’s credibility as that which fell in

Gujarat.

keround to the debacle in Gujarat goes as far back as February
%ﬁﬁﬂ:he’:'lﬁf(:enml Parliamentary Board nominated Pr. Beharilal Anar!tam
as the Party's candidate for the biennial election to the Rajya Sabha from Gujarat
due in March 1966. In doing so, the Board overruled the State Par!mment?:}'
Board's recommendation in favour of Mr. C. C. Desai on the ground that a tried
Party worker, like Dr. B. Anantani, should have preference over a newcomer to
the Party, like Mr. Desai. This decision evidently caused mnsndrﬁ}'u‘:t armoyante
to the leaders ofythe Gujarat unit and angry letters were recewec_i by me as
General Secretary from the President and Secretary of the State unit protesting
against this decision and threatening that in future the Gujarn!: unit would not
tolerate any such “interference” on the part of the Central Parliamentary _Bua:d.
The Party’s strength in the Assembly then being only 26 members, while the
quota of first preference votes required for getting a member elected to the Rajya
Sabha was 81, the State leadership set out to secure support from the six-member
Independent Progressive Group with Mr. Babubhai Vaidya as its leader. With
the concurrence of the State President and his colleagues in the Assembly,
Mr. Jaideepsingh of Baria, General Secretary of the State unit, was able to reach
an understanding with this Group to the effect that, in return for their support
for Dr. Anantani, our Group in the State Assembly would nominate Mr. Babubhai
Vaidya as its candidate in the Biennial election to the Rajya Sabha in
March 1968. I remember receiving a long distance telephone call in Delhi from
Mr. Jaideepsingh asking whether 1. as General Secretary, would concur in giving
such an assurance, since the approval of the Central Parliamentary Board would
be required to secure Mr. Babubhai Vaidya's nomination. When assured that
this was in the interests of the Party in Gujarat, I gave my concurrence, Mr,
Jaideepsingh therenpon confirmed the assurance to Mr. Babubhai Vaidya and
offered to give it in writing, but Mr, Vaidya said that the verbal assurance of
the persons concerned was adequate and nothing needed to be put in writing.

7. When the Central Parliamentary Board met in Bombay on May 26 and 29,
1966, I reported these facts to the Board. My report was corroborated hy Mr,
Jaideepsingh of Baria. The Board confirmed the arrangement that was entered
into and this was emoodied as follows in the minutes of the meeting:

“The Board'’s attention was drawn to the fact that Dr. Beharilal Anantani,
the Party's successful candidate to the Rajva Sabha from Cujarat, was able
to secure 31 votes and that this was achieved by arriving at an understand-
ing with the Independent Progressive Group led by Mr. Babubhai Vaidya,
as the Party's strength in the State Assembly was less than the quota
required. The General Secretary of the Gujarat State Unit had, with the
concurrence of the Party’s General Secretary, Mr, Masani, given an assur-
ance that in return for the second preference votes of the Independ:*nt Pro-
;.;n‘(-ssi\'e Group, the Swatantra Party would ensure the election to the Raijva
Sabha in 1968 of Mr, Babubhai Vaidva, the leader of that Group. In this
E'unlWFHDII. Mr. Bhailalbhai Patel recalled the commitment made by him
in 1962, .wilh Dr. K. M. Munshi’s approval, to Sumant Patel that. in return
for certain assistance to the Part v in the last General Elections, the Gujarat
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unit wauld sponsor his candidature to the Rajya Sabha. He requcsvted tl_'lat
this commitment should also be honoured by the Party. After discussing
this matter. the Board decided that the commitment made on behalf of the
Party to Mr. Babubhai Vaidya should be honoured and that he Eshuuld be
the Party's first preference candidate in the elections to the Rajya Sabha
in 1968."

8. In the two vears that intervened, the Central Office of the Party kept getting
disturbing reports that the Gujarat leadership had no intention of honouring
the commitment made to Mr. Babubhai Vaidva when the time came in March
1968. Two or three months before the election, I heard during a visit to Rajkot
that Mr. Bhailalbhai Patel had asked Mr. Babubhai Vaidya for a certain amount
of money in order to facilitate his election but that Mr. Babubhai Vaidya had
declined to pay anything to persuade the Party to carry out its commitment.
Later, Mr. Babubhai Vaidya confirmed this fact and mentioned that the amount
to be contributed to the Gujarat Swatantra Party’s funds was Rs. 3,000.

9, In correspondence with the Central Office, the latter were informed by the
State unit that at its meeting on August 21, 1967, the State Parliamentary oard
had agreed that the commitment given to Mr. Babubhai Vaidya should be
honoured, Unfortunately, nothing was done by the State leadership either in
the Assembly or outside to bring the fact of this commitment to the notice of
the members in the Legislative Assembly and to make it clear to them that this
commitment would have to be honoured by them.

10. When the Central Parliamentary Board met in Cochin on 27th January, 1968,
it once again affirmed that Mr. Babubhai Vaidya should be the Party’s candidate
for election to the Rajya Sabha,

11. At this point, Mr. U. N. Mahida appeared on the scene. 1 remember he
visited Mr. Dandeker and me in Bombay and pleaded that he should be allowed
to be the second candidate of the Party if the strength of the Party and its friends
\\‘ul‘l‘-‘z_lﬂt'd a second candidate, He repeatedly assured me, however, that the
Farty's pledge to Mr, Babubhai Vaidya would be honoured fully and that he
had no intention of coming in the way of that promise being kept.

12, Despite all this, Mr. Mahida not only filed his nomination as a candidate
for election to the Rajya Sabha but refused to withdraw it despite his being
n'q_uustctl to do so in writing on 18th March 1968 by the President of the Guijarat
unit '!.vhn. hou:wer. went out of his way to state that he was asking Mr. Mahida
to withdraw “reluctantly.” Some leading members of the Gujarat Party in the
:‘Lssembly nominated NMr, Mahida and refused to withdraw support for him
despite a whip issued by the Leader of the Party. All this time the State leader-
ship and the leadership in the State Assembly did little to help the Party’s c"mdi-
date. Tn Ms:. Babubhai Vaidya's letter to Rajaji of March 31 { copy ;{t!:'ud‘ted—
tmi::xit;o C) he hr_ls stated two facts: (1) that the Leader of the Part): in the
Pa:::»in;:d .\I;-I. Bhailalbbai Patel, and the President of the State unit, Mr. H. M.
sim:h. ;’f BE::‘-& (‘f}ffim-lwa:urs of the Party (with the exception of Mr. Jaideep-
il th‘o |}._:. ;\.-‘U Was away at that time) declined to sign the nomination
e :;\ .fi.c-:‘md:dntc and t_hat it was left to a junior member to do so:
ok B it (: Ial.rd}'a was denied an opportunity to address the members

! rder to answer the smear campaign being carried on against
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him and, when he was actually invited to addr.ess such a meeting, he was kept
waiting outside and dismissed without a hearing.

. Thakore Saheb of Dhrol has, in a press statement published in !’fllfi
g;ha'ﬂ f]f 14th April, 1968 categorically stated:_ “I had filed .Mr.r Mahida’s
nomination after consulting Bhaikaka, Before I signed the nomination pnpeAr,
I had taken advice from Bhaikaka and at that time a leading Swatantra M.L.A.
was present.” The Thakore Saheb of Dhrol proceeds to say in the press state(i
ment that Mr. Jaideepsingh came into the picture on the_lﬂth_ of March an
“it was then that Bhaikaka and H. M. Patel realised their mistake but then
it was too Jate.” From all this it is clear that the State leadership as a whole had
till only a few days before polling failed to function in furtherance of its res-
ponsibilities to the Party.

14, It is also known that in the one or two days preceding polling day, five or six
Members of Parliament belonging to the Party visited Ahmedabad and some of
them, including Mr. C. C. Desai, a member of the National Executive, worked
against the Party’s candidate. There were reports from Delhi in the Gujarat press on
the days prior to the National Executive meeting in Delhi that Mr. Pravinsinh
Solanki was proposing to join the Jana Sangh along with some 30 Swatantra
Party MLAs in case the Executive dared to take disciplinary action against the
rebels, On 13th April, Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee, President of the Jana
Sangh, told newsmen in Rajkot that the General Secretary of the G’ irat Party,
Mr, Pravinsinh Solanki, had met him to discuss his joining the Jana * «h along
with other MLAs. Mr. Vajpayee said that no decision was taken but they had
decided to meet again (Phul Chhap, April 14). Mr. Pravinsinh Solanki has
denied that he saw Mr. Vajpayee in this connection, but Mr. Vajpayee has in
a rejoinder repeated his earlier statement.

15. It is against this background that the National Executive met in Delhi
on April 14 and took the decision that nothing should be done beyond asking
the five MLAs who had sponsored Mr. Mahida's candidature to show cause
why disciplinary action should not be taken against them. While this decision
was announced in public, what was not announced was (what finds a place in
the minutes of the meeting) that “it was accepted that the severity of the
disciplinary action contemplated in the event of their explanation not being
altogether satisfactory would exclude explusion from the Party.” Thus the rebels
were told even before notices were sent to them that they need not expect uny
serious action to be taken against them. This leniency was perhaps caused by
the fact that the National Executive must have known that their failure to take
action against the Leader of the Assembly Party and the President of the State
unit and its General Secretary, who had failed to carry out their obligations to
the Party, and their ignoring the activities of the M.P.s. from Delhi. placed
them in no position to take serious action against the five gentlemen on whom
they !_l:ul décided to concentrate their wrath, It was like the GHOQ of an Army
deciding to court martial five corporals while ignoring the activities of the
mlnn_rls and captains concerned. Would it be wrong then to consider the
published version of the action taken as evewash to save face in public?
(IIE. pz:]:tle{l:;;mﬁ“\.‘1:']:;:“2‘:" E_xotl;ti\l':- «__rzla\-'e nallhnught to 'the repercussions
fhl': P&lﬂ‘\' l}lhtmh \]r Hh -Il-l]ar.“. O‘ the - agmnt jl‘&lc‘h [Jl" fa'lth (ﬂm”“"ed b,‘r
} '88 Ar. Bhailalbhai Patel, in a moment of candour, had told the
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i jons that “after what
i t immediately after the result of the ?lechuns :
ﬂpmmwn;ady would have faith in our Party’s word and, if somebody
dia:; sa, he can be taken to be a fool.” (Phul Chhap, 29th March, 1968).

of all this on the Party’s credibility in the eyes of the voters
:I'themu;:gﬁm next elections, if not earlier, should not n_eed too mud} unagu;}aé
tion to estimate. One would have thought that the National Exm:hvebwum_
have considered ways of trying to erase this unfortunate development by pi -
senting a new image and a new face for the Party in Gujarat. There w;re way.
of doing this. One would have been for the President and General ec;aeliary
of the State unit themselves to tender their resignations in view of their : uie
to perform their obligations. Another would have been to dissolve the State
Executive, which had failed to do its duty, and to replace it by an ad hoc com-
mittee which would work on a clean slate and help to restore the credibility
of the Party. The admirable example of Uttar Pradesh..where the Nahonal
Executive had, on the initiative of the State President himself early in 1967,
dissolved the State Executive in a somewhat similar situation, coui-d have served
as a precedent. So much for the decision of the National Executive.

18. What about the Party’s behaviour in Gujarat? According to press reports,
Mr. H. M. Patel said in Ahmedabad on April 21 that the official candidate’s
defeat occurred “due to some misunderstanding” (Times of India, April 22).
It was just as simple as that. Here again is an ostrich-like refusal to face facts.
In fact, Mr. H. M. Patel on April 15 went to the extent of publicly accusing
Mr. Babubhai Vaidya, the victim of the Party’s breach of faith, of “ingmh'h.lde'
for writing to Najaji stating the facts about what happened to him (Gujarat
Herald, April 16). At the same time, the Swatantra Sandesh, the Party’s organ

in Ahmedabad, levelled this charge of ingratitude and showered abuse on the
unfortunate victim,

19. There is another decision taken by the National Executive at its recent
meeting which should also be a matter of some concern to the Party, and that
is the failure to take action against Mr. Bhagwanji Patel of Rajkot District who
had worked against the Party’s candidates for Parliament and Assembly in
February 1967 during the General Elections, In that connection, T had written
to Professor Ranga, our President, as far back as September 28, 1967 ( copy
enclosed — Annexure D). That letter was placed before the National Executive
at its meeting in Madras on September 29 and 30, 1967. The Executive decided
that a report should be called for from the Gujarat State unit on the anti-Party
activities of Mr. Bhagwanji Patel. It appears that the Gujarat State Executive
appointed an Enquiry Committee of three members to investigate into the
charges. It is interesting to note that, though the complaint had emanated from
the office-bearers and Executive Committee of the District unit in Rajkot, the
nfﬁc&.hearers of the District wnit were not examined or questioned by the
Enquiry Committee. Neither was I, as one of the candidates against whom
Mr. Bhagwanji Patel had worked, asked by the Sub-Committee what T had to
say. Mr. Bhagwaniji Patel was, however, seen by the Committee and his explana-
tion recorded. Noh\-itlmandjng all this, the Committee could not help coming
l};) :he co:TdnSmn _that Mr. Bhagwa{tii Patel ‘had worked against the Party’s

ariamentary candidate from the Rajkot constituency. The Enquiry Committee
:;t‘ld(.‘t‘ltl’}.’ n\:\l_dc its report on 18th January, 1968. It is not known what the Cujarat
State Executive did on receiving the report, but the draft Minutes of the meet-
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i ional Executive in Delhi on April 14 recprd the Enquiry Com-
;:;‘tt:i'sth(:on”c?t?sinn that Mr. Bhagwanj; Patel Rw:‘sko%ufltyF:ér:aar\;'m%%—\:m%{i
i s Parliamentary candidate in Rajkot in 1967.
:f?;ﬁ:;:gﬁ i:ftts:: say that “after considerable dizgcussmn, it was declc_!ed Ctl;at,
;n view of the grave nature of the findings in this case by the Enqml}é t:;:-
mittee, the President of the Guijarat unit shfmld be requested to consi e;d e
report of the Enquiry Committee at a meeting of the State Executlllve a tl:o
submit its recommendation in regard to disciplinary action to be ta en by the
National Executive” Perhaps you might wonder wfly, afu?r the finding _thaii
Mr. Bhagwaniji Patel had worked against the Party’s c_andldate, the Nationa
Executive should not have expelled him from membership of the Party without
further delay in regard to activities which are now one year and four months
old. In any event, by the time the General Council meets again, it will be known
what action the National Executive takes in this matter.

20. While on this subject, it may not be out of place to invite :.rlttenh'on to
another decision of the National Executive at its meeting of April 14 which
constitutes a major departure from the position of the Party in regard to the
limits of freedom of expression permitted by the 21 Principles. Eve.r since the
Party was formed, it has been clearly understood that the 21st Principle applies
to individual members of the Party and cannot be extended to State units or
other organs of the Party. Our leader, Rajaji, had put his finger on this truth
as far back as August 1959 when he pointed out, in connection with our attitude
in regard to a regional controversy then current in Western India, that the policy
to be followed by the Party units in Bombay, Maharashtra and Gujarat could
not be different on any issue, including the regional controversy in question,
but they should all function as branches of a single Party. He had said that
he was opposed to the right of the Gujarat unit to support Mahagujarat while
the Bombay unit adhered to support a bi-lingual State. He had said, however,
that freedom should be given to individual members. This position was main-
tained when several other controversies came up later such as Punjabi Suba,
language, ete. At no time was a State unit of the Party given the right to take
a different stand from that of the Party as a whole.

21. At its recent meeting, however, the National Executive has departed from
the Party’s earlier stand, The minutes of the meeting state: “In the light of
Mr. H. M. Patel’s explanation and the circumstances obtaining in Gujarat, the
National Executive permitted the Gujarat unit to take a different attitude (made
possible by the 21st principle of the Party)” in regard to the acceptance or
rejection of the Kutch Award. We are not at the moment concerned with the
merits of that Award or of the contradictory stands taken by the Party at the
National and Gujarat unit level. What is significant is that a breach has been
made in the integrity of the policy of the Party and a step taken in the direction
of the Balkanisation of the Party signs of which have already been naticeable

in the past year or two, in contravention of a Resolution adopted by the General
Council in February 1965. :

22. When I received Mr. Dandeker's letter of April 22 asking me to withdraw
My resignation, it was this picture 1 had before me. I would like to think that
not many members of the General Council would have expected me to respond
to the request in these circumstances. As I had stated in my letter of resigna-

tion of March 29, my action was motivated by two considerations. One was to
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ose who had been wronged by the Party’s breach of faith and the
ﬁnﬂ: fvoa.:hio stimulate the conscience of the Party. Can anyone say thaci;n an]?:-
thing had happened since 29th March to meet either of thase pt'lrposﬂ? the
contrary, the attempt on the part of those concerned in Gujarat to brazen
things out and the failure of the National Executive to take any action com-
mensurate with the provocation offered drive me sadly to the conclusion that
I would be failing in my duty if I did not maintain the stan_d I have taken in
an attempt to repair the damage done to our Party’s credibility.

93. Knowing that you will not be happy at the implications of the action I
have taken, I would like to take the liberty of spelling out some other considera-
tions of a broader nature which appear to me to strengthen the view that I
have taken in the preceding paragraph.

94. The National Executive of a Party is not a deliberative body but in the
nature of a Cabinet. There should be a broad similarity of approach on the
part of its members towards the problems that come up before it for decision.
As will be seen from what has gone above, I find that there is a clear difference
of approach to the problems that face our Party between me and several
members of our National Executive. It is better that they should be permitted
to work out their policies without constant and repeated cleavages of opinion
and divided counsel. For nearly seven years as the Party’s General Secretary,
I had sought to maintain the supremacy of clean methods and disciplined
functioning within the Party. 1f 1 have failed to convince my colleagues of the
need for such an approach, it is only fair that they should feel free to try out
an alternative approach which they may consider to be more in line with the
Party’s interest. There are several good men amongst them. I would urge that
nothing be done to rock the boat further, Otherwise, there is a danger of patch-
work agreement and of undue pressure on, or violence being done to, those who
hold a different view. '

25. That this is not an imaginary danger was proved by the remarks made
by our President at the end of the discussion on Party organisation at the last
meeting of the General Council in Delhi on November 25 and 26, 1967. If you
were present then, vou will no doubt recall that, after I had stated my views
while winding up the discussion on the Party’s organisation at the request of
our President, Professor Ranga made some sharp comments on what I had
snic.l. Among these, he mentioned the Resolution passed by the General Council
at its meeting in February 1965 (quoted in Annexure B) which T had cited with
approval but which he dismissed as one that had been passed merely to placate
me as the Party did not wish to lose my services as General Secretary. Professor

Ranga then went on to suggest to me that, since I was no longer the General

Secretary, I should not any longer seek to impose my policies on the Party, 1

can assure our President and vou that T have no desire whatsoever to impose

J;,ny policies on those who do not believe in them and T was grateful to our
a:e:;if::a even as he. spoke for opening my eyes to the fact that my attempts
i ning certain standards of behaviour and discipline had done some
iolence to him and perhaps some others amongst our colleagues.

) i ; !

'ﬁ;:n '{11_&._15.:}1;_0 facing the Party is a clear one. Does the National Executive
; °p ;tf" DI .1!‘-!;1“:‘::1. to implement the General Council Resolution of February
9657 Are the decisions taken at their meeting of April 14, 1968, in accordance
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Resolution? During my term as General Secretary, 1 }Ead to erlzdure
:1131': ;i;astniping and misrepresentation for what was described as “Central inter-
ference” in the affairs of the Gujarat State unit simply because I was trying to
give effect to the General Council’s Resolution and consequential decisions of
the National Executive and the Central Parliamentary Board. Is that Resolution
still operative or is it not?

27. Another consideration that confirms me in my decision not to serve on the
National Executive is that there should be some people in the Party who are
free from responsibility for administration and are thus able to devote their
time to what Gandhiji used to call “constructive work”. This is what I have in
mind today—that T should devote as much time as I can to the organisation of
training programmes for young people in the principles of liberal democracy
and clean and effective techniques of public work, developing greater contact
with youth and other elements whom we have so far been unable to attract to
our Party, while at the same time carrying on my work in Parliament and outside
in furtherance of the Party’s principles. You will have seen that in my letter to
the General Secretary, I have offered that, if there were a clear and meaningful
call from the Party to share in the responsibility of guiding the Party’s affairs,
I shall not fail to respond to the Party’s call.

28. Today there is a feeling in our country that it lacks leadership. This comes
of an attitude of most leaders of all political parties adopting an attitude which
was aptly described by Lenin as “tailism.” It is obvious that this kind of leader-
ship has not done the country any good. A sounder concept of leadership would
be one which links the acceptance of leadership of a Party with an acceptance
by the Party of the policies and approach of a leader. This acceptance must,
however, come from the heart and should not be one that is imposed by pressures,
mechanical majorities or considerations of expediency.

Yours truly,

(M. R. MASANI)

Encl: Annexures



ANNEXURE A
May 13, 1965

My dear Dandeker,

I have received your letter of April 22, 1968, and have given it careful con-
sideration.

How 1 wish I could agree with you and our colleagues on the National
Executive of our Party that “in view of disciplinary action having been imtiate'cl
against Mahida and the five persons who are known to have supported his
candidature there remained no further cause for such a drastic act of atone-
ment” by me as resignation from the National Executive and Parliamentary
Board of the Party. In my earlier letter of April 10, T had made it clear that
my resignation was final and was not intended to influence in any way the
decisions of our National Executive, In any event, the decisions of the National
Executive at its meeting in Delhi on April 13 and 14, far from leading me to the
conelusion you suggest, confirm my feeling that I should adhere to the action
I have taken.

The National Executive has failed to take the obvious steps that were
called for in order to restore the credibility of the Party in Gujarat and a measure
of discipline within its ranks. The minutes record something that was not men-
tioned to the press, namely, the intention of the Executive not to resort to any
serious disciplinary action, such as expulsion, against the rebels even before
notices to show cause were served on them! Further, the Executive appear to
have ignored the failure of duty on the part of the Leader of the Opposition
and the President and General Secretary of the State unit in Gujarat as also of
certain Members of Parliament, one of them a member of the National Execu-
tive, who went to Ahmedabad a day or two prior to the elections to work against
the Parly’s candidate. It seems to me, therefore, that the National Executive
has in fact purported to court martial the corporals who were guilty while turn-
ing a blind eye to the colonels and captains who were involved. Would it be
unfair to consider this kind of disciplinary action mere eyewash?

In so far as our Gujarat colleagues are concerned, the statement of the
President of the Gujarat Party on April 15 dismissing the entire incident as a
mere “misunderstanding” and his attack on the victim of our Party’s breach of
faith whom he charged with “ingratitude” for venturing to write to Rajaji stating

;_hc facts shows not the slightest awareness of misconduct or a desire to atone
or it.

Quite apart from the failure to take an ethical stand, the attempt to turn
a blind eye to what has happened is somewhat ostrich-like in that it shows a
lack of political acumen about what is needed to restore the shattered image
of the Party in the eves of the people of Guijarat. I hope we are not going to
develop the same cynicism about the sanctity of the Party’s pledged word and
Flu- same contempt for the electorate which the Congress Party have been show-
ing, with results with which we are all familiar. People are hankering for a
]n’llv idealism and ethics in our politics and these they are not getting today.
'tI‘wE Swatantra Party could supply these missing elements if it made up its mind
0 do so. T hope the time will come when the Party will appreciate that having

< Ir'i'fv spokesmen in whom the people have faith is even more important than
ddding to the number of its M.P.s and M.L.A.
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are aware, the P system and Parliamentary democracy are on
trial :.:dy?;lrger and larger “u;rhtgrs of people are Iosip.g faith in political parties
and in the democratic process. I am sure you appreciate that, if our democratic
Constitution is wrecked and the country turns to some form of authoritarianism,
there will be very little scope left for the Swatantra Party or any other Party
in the country. Therefore. it is more than ever necessary that all of us should
put the country before Party.

In these circumstances, I feel I can do more for our own Party and the
maintenance of democratic processes by staying outside the National Executive
and the Parliamentary Board. 1 propose to do what I can in the way of what
may be called “constructive work”, such as training programmes for the build-
ing of a cadre of young workers. I shall continue to spread the Party’s excellent
principles both in Parliament and outside. I shall be ready to campaign for good
candidates put up by the Party. In this way, I shall also be free to give expres-
sion to the suppressed feelings of the rank and file many of whom are not happy
with the state of the Party.

If and when the Party realises the need for an acceptance of ethical and
disciplined functioning, when it agrees that the means must be as clean as the
ends, that it is quality and not quantity that counts and that people have a
right to be told the truth, I shall be ready to respond to its call to share responsi-
bility for guiding its work and organisation.

For these reasons, I shall be obliged if you will now kindly report my resigna-
tion from the National Executive to the General Council of the Party so that

;t may be able to consider the issues that arise when it meets in Madras on
st June,

As there have been some ill-informed comments in the press and as vou have

been good enough to agree to my releasing to the press your letter of April 22
and my reply, I am doing so now.

Yours sincerely,
Sd. Minoo Masani
Mr. N. Dandeker, M.P., i {5
General Secretary,
Swatantra Party,
Bombay,
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