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My friend snd successor as Gemersl Secretary of the Svetantre Parly,
hl.m,mhmuu-thh*lht!mln-ﬂh
adhering to wy resignstion from the Netionsl Rrecutive mad Gentral
Parlissentary Board of the Perty. As it happens, the reasons vy I sa
sdament are of yelevenes mot only to the Party to vhieh 1 belong Wb,

1% eppears to me, to sll political parties in India today, These
congiderations mxy, therefore, be of gmersl interest to the reader.

The dedacle in the Gujaret Sntentrn Party et the time of the recent
alection to the Rajyn Sebha was mothing unique but largely representative
of the disintegration that hes set in, sne wey or another, in ell parties,
In sn ertidle entitled "Swstemtra = The Credibility Cop® in Sveraive
Amuel on Jamusry 28 this year I had warned against developments precisely
such as this, The demorulisstion within parties represented by defections,
breach of feith, indiseipline snd the selling of votes snd seats is in its

tum leading more snd more people to be disillusioned with politiciens of
all kinds,

In Vest Bengal snd Uttar Pradesh, memy intelligent people, quite
frenkly, do not vant enrly elections snd the restoration of Party Govermment.
hwwmﬂWMWIthﬁmﬁ-d_
aduinistration snd interferes least with their persomsl lives, If this
trend comtinues, such a feeling might spresd to move snd more parts of the
country mtil i envelopes the entire metion, The implicstions for the
Mmofhmquﬁmmm#n&tm&ﬂmm
Very &iffieuls to imagine, If our entire Parlissentary system collspses



and 1s replaced by some fom of authoritarimnis as in Pskisten,
Indonesis end Greecs, vhet price the Swstantre Party or, for that
sstter, my other Party?

It ves agninst this backdrop end with these eonsiderstions ia
mind that I bad to take a decision when Mr, Dendeker wrote to me
sonvaying the wish of my eclleagues in the Nstional Bmcutive of the
Svstentre Party that 1 should withdrew my resignation. Ror ressons
eaplained in my reply %o Mr, Dendelcer which hes been relessed to the
press, I had sadly to come to the comclusion that the smmommesment
regarding diseiplinary action was mere eyewash and that there vas sn
ostrich=like refussl to face the nsture end implicstioms of tie débadle
ab both the Netionsl snd Oujeret State levels within my Party., That
mnummn—mm-ﬁmm-u
of palitical asumen in so for as the fallure to take action towards
restoring the shattered credidility of the Party in Oujarst is comcemned,
There vas also in evidence an appessement of indiscipline which wuld
leed to the Pelkanisstion of the Party,

ot that other Partics concemed in the incident have behaved amy
better. The Congress Party in the Oujaret Assembly quite shemelessly
ennounced that they would cest their second preference votes for whoever
stood against the officlal candidete of the Swatemtra Party. How :
ereditable 1% wuld have beem if the Ghief Minister hed instesd extendsd
his moral suport to the Lesder of the Upposition ky joining in defesting
the attempted bresch of faith vith en independent publie figure of ihe
M-Mnnhlmahwthmthnmnh
ﬂﬁ-lnhrtrnjptbohlpuitiuhndpmthmtﬁ.
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interests of clean politios snd demoeretie diseiplinel

My friend, Mr. Atal Beheri Vajpsyes, told the press in Rajkot cm
ipril 15 that the Gsneral Secretery of the Cujaret Swtantre Party hed
sosm hin in owder to discuss Joining the Jana Sengh elong with some
Mids of the Svatentre Party., He mentioned thet the telks would be re=
smed later, Jov wonderful it would have been had he repped the gentle-
man in question om the lamckles and reported the incident, mot to the
press, but to the Lesder of the Swstantra Party in Parlissent as mn ach
of interOppositional solidarityl

It is of course mot much use trying to yeform other people's parties,
We must “tumn the searchlight inmvards®, as Candhiji would have suggested,
and put our own vespective houses in order,

I would pot like my Party to develop the sare qynicism about the
sangtity of its pledged word and the smme comtampt for the elestorste that
the ruling party hes been chowing, Psople sre hankering for a 1ittle
Sdeclimm snd ethics in our politics, The Swstuntra Party could supply
these 4f it mede wp 1%s mind %o do so, I hope it will not be long before
the Party comes to sppreciste that having a few spokesaen in whom the
pecple have frith is even more important than adding to the number of its
W.Ps. and N.L.0s,

India suffers today from lack of lesdership all round, Whils 4% is
tlhihnmmtryptlﬂnmuhm,!“hb
mcmmhumm.ummmmm
they are getting, The root of the evil 1ies in the fact thet most of
the leaders of all politicel parties practise vhat Leain sphly deseribed

“......‘



a8 ailiss”, A yomg friend of mine was provoked by this phenomencn

o suggest that they should all be presented with a copy of Kemedy's
book, Expfiles In Courmae | It is obvious that this kind of lesdership,
if 1% esn be orlled that, has not done these perties or the comtry my
pod. A somder eomoept of leadership wuld be one thet links leadership
of a Party vith an sooeptance Yy the Party of the spproach and pelicies of
the leader, This mcceptence should, however, come from the heart and should
not be one which is imposed by pressure, mechsnical msjorities or considers—

tions of expediency,

My resignation, as I explained then, vas ar act of stonement for the

Party bresking its pledged word, It was not a confiitional resignation
caloulated to influsnce the Party into taking action in any partioular

dwe_.)
( uy resignation has challenged the conscience of some of my
mﬂm-wdmum—mm.mﬁ’

vill mot have been entirely in vain,

-

Maent I o5 = adsnant in my adberence to values 1ive tyuth snd the
smctity of the pledged word snd sdarsrt ir assuring the people of India

that they should not yet give up bope intle efficacy of democrstic
Processes and institutions,

Mnhw.mmmmvtnu-mtn.
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