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Mr, K.B, Jinarajas Hegde, President of the State Swatantra Party, has sent
me & copy of his reply to you dated 11/4/68. I have gonme through his letter
extrenely and find myself quite unable to agree with him in the
remsdy suggested by him in the last para of his letter, that is that the State
Parlimmentary Boards and State Executive should abdicate their responsibility
in the matter of the candidates to be put up for indirect election to the Rajya
8abha and Leglolative Counell and that this matter should be left entirely te the

5 unfettered discretion of Party M.L.4's in the 4ss to vote for any body they
1iked. This fact only shows that, in a democratic set-up like ours, there is
ammple roon for honest difference of opinion on a fundamental issue of this kind,
I can state my personal views as set forth below for not agreeing with the remedy
sugzosted by 8ri, Jinaraja Hedge: .

In the first place, in my lumble opinion, the fact that ours is a party
fylth a difference ® and thet individual liberty, is glven to our members in all
mattars that donot come within the principles of the Party does not secem to be
relovant to the subject under digcussion. I am not an admiror of the Congress
Party or its principles or policles. If I were, I would not be in the Swatantra
arty, But, in a matter of this kind, I would take off my hat to the semse of
arty discipline that prevails in that party when a "whip® is given to the
s L.L.A"s to vote in a particular manner; for example, whenthe Congress
Command in this State nominated 3 candiates for the Rajya Sabha and 4
o8 for the Goungll, they did not choose them after consulting the 126
oss M.L,4"'s in the dssembly. Th e M.L.4.'s voted loyslly in accordance

the "whip® glven to them and the Congress nominses won the@ection hands
wn. If this type of Party discipline cannot be inculcated amoung our Party
L.&'s on the ground that ours is a "Party with a difference®, I fear that our
y wlll sarn a most unenviable reputation as lacking in some of the most
essential qualities required to build up a new political party which has the
abltious aim of taking over the administration of the Country from the Congress
the not distant future, In fact, the Kashimath episode made the thinking
¢ vonder whether there is any party discipline at all in the Swatantra
arty. When hejbelated apology was accepted and disciplimary proceedings were :
pped, the public continued to wonder. 1In the light of the Kashimath epbsode,
@ curlous to know how Mr. Jinaraja Hegde will reconcile the schition he has
now glven with hig recommendstion that disciplinary action should be taken
against & Kashnath when he flouted the directive gliven to him and moved the

bills to enmhanecs the Sal and dllowances of Ministers, Deput
v Ministers
;:mkmlﬂ“;mm. Waen Kashasth diq so, he did not viclate any of the 21 Party

P @ in complete agreement with Sri. Hegde when he remarks how
‘ 1’-"“"1‘ iy 44 our M.L.A 's behave once they are elected. . But the remedy,
an."ﬁ:.a.-m’ 8 to take them in x hand and teach them thelMuties and r bilitier
. d" Iﬂution is, in ay opinion, a counsel of despair. Héssboods
tpparentaly, is that our M.L.i's sre so incorrigible that it is futile on our’

at
E-fu:.:mai:::‘ them. My #tand is that we should not give way to this
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" Gopy of letter dated 11-4-'68 from Sri. K.B. Jinaraja Hegde to =«

. Sri. N. Dandekar,

3/

:m::»;\sn "

I vory much appreciate your anxiety in resoliing the problem rolatd
in your letter of 4th 4pril. I am omly glving my personal views as tham
is no time to call the meeting of the State Committee.

You may note that in our Election manifesto we emphasised that our
Party is one with a difference in as much as we give liberty to our
members to exercise their will in all matters mot concerning the Party
principles. Our M.L,A. s argue that the Organisational wing is interferl ng

with their liberty in matters unconerned with the Party principles. I
do not feel that they are wrong.

From my pas-t experience I feel that it is extremely difficult to
control them the moment they are elected many of them forget that they
habe any duty to strengthen the party organisation., This is not new to
our Party., We should be satisfied if they in their legislative work
keep up our party prineiples.

In the matter of indirect elections to Rajga Sabha and state councils
the M.L.A s are influenced by various ways. In an earlier election to
Rajya Sabha when we put up Mr, Lobo Prabhu only two out of nine voted in
his favour. Oan there be a greater disgrace to the Party. If their
revolt to the State or Central directicns is taken sericusly the Party
would suffer seriously. Neither can we make it a Rule that & Swatantra
M.L. 4 should vote to a Swatantra Candidate as we do not have sufficiert
strength in all lsgislatures. .

Ho doubt the Orgenisationsl wing has to find funds and help the
candidate in various ways, but this is forgotten by them immediately,
This is not peculiar to our Party salone,

Teking all these matters into consideration I would rather leave
the matter to the decision of the respective Legiglature party or group
to nominate their own candidates in the best interest of the Fary and
keep the State Committees free from this respénsibility., This is a

solution for the better undsrstanding between the Legislature Party and
the Stata Party.

* Revered Rajaji may be able to give a solution to the Problem."
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Copy of letter No, SPC-2 dafed 4th April 1968 from Sri, N. Dandelr
to Sri, K.B, Jinaraja Hegde,.

CI'ION TO THE HAJTY4 SBHA".

fecent experience has clearly shown that in regard to the approvd
and nomination of our candidates for the Rajya Sabha there is plainly
a serious lacuna in owr procedure for conshitation, especially as betwamni-

the State Parliementary Board and/or the State Executive,
==w=—=-gnd the Party M.L. i 's of the State,

The result has been the generation of very serious tensions in &
loast three States between the Presidents of the State Units and/or the
Leuders of the Party in the State Legiglature, the State Parky Parliumentary
Boards and/or the State Zxecutives, and the Party M.L.4i's in the State.

In Gujarat, the tensions were so great as to develop ke into an ocepn
rift within the Party; and this in tuen resulted in the defeat of our

nominee for the Rajya Sabha even though our voting strength was far more
than was reguired for his success.

2. I am aware of the great efforts you have had to make to hold
the Party together in your State in these difficult circumstances. 4nd

I know this has become a matter of as great concern to you sm as to us
at the Centre.

8, But it is not easy to find simple procedural solutions because
there are often eomplicitions a rising out of previocus or current
commitments, legitimately mae for good reasons after consultabtions
between the State and Central le=ders, which for many reasons cannot be
publicised in advance, Nevertheless, a sclution must be found because
the larger the number of our M,L.a.'s (as in Origsa, Hajastan and Gujerd),

the more demanding become the need for consultation with them in such
matters. :

4, Would you kindly conglder thbs provlem bebweon now and
13th/14th 4pril when the Central Parliamentary Board and the National
Bxecutive will be meeting here?



