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Babubhal Vaidya M/

Babubbal Vaidya wes the Leader of the Independent Progressive Group
in the Gujarst Assesbly for at lesst five years. The Group conaisted of
tan or eleven sesbers includéng Yuvraj Digvijaysinhji of Wankaner,
rmmumt.hmmwuwm
Ratibbal Ukabhai Patel.

At the end of 1966, seversl members of the group incluiing Yuwvra) of
sankaner, Price Shivbhadrasiohji of Lhavoeger and Ratibbei Ukebhai Fatel
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Babubhai Valdya who thereupon dissolved im the Indepenient Progrecsive Groupe

When the elections of february 1967 cams round, Babubhai Vaddya
devoted his full time from morning till night every day for over n month
in supporting the candidaturcs of the Party's Parlisssntary candidats in
dajJkot and each of the Assembly candidates of the Party in Hajkot, He was
also in gre:t demand outside Rajkot because of his status anl reputation
throughout Ssurash'ra snd his being a foreéful Gujarati spesker and, in this
way, be supportsd the candidature of Viren Shah in Junagsdh, Mr, Dandeker's
candidature in Jasmagar and Maharaja of Dhrangadhra's candldeture in Surendrangar.
Even if he had been a mesber of the Swiantra Party at that time, Hr, Vaidya
could not have done more to help the Party's candidates,

Sabubhai Vaidya is a Gandhisn by persuasion snd hes devoted moat of his
tise 1o socisl work mmong Harijans and the underpriveleged cissses,.

Being a pacifist, he has occasionally appeared on the 'Pesce Front'
platforms inspired by the Communist Party but he has slways made it clear that
be has no truck vith comsunists and believes in Gandhian waye snd individual
liberty. In the courss of his speeches during the Genersl Elections in 1967,
he forcéfully supported the oconomic and sociel policies of the Swatantrs
Party. Eis only reservation in regard to the Party's stand is in regard to
Viet Eaa,

Babubhai Vaidya hss msde it clear throughout that, if elected
Rajya m, be would keep open his relationship _I'Ll_-_t.-m tho -s!n::n::
Party. While he vas not prepsred to sake sny commdtment to Join the Party
be had always told = that he hoped to give the greatest support %o Lahysbhai
Patel and our Group in the Hajys Sabhe and, whether he became an Associats

Henber of the Party or not e could count on his coo tion zoral
b almost all issues. ; e » i s



