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I enclose a copy of the letter I have addressed to

Prof .N.G.Ranga. You have been the General Secretary; you know
the background of this matter and I trust that you will take

the necessary action that the principle of not accepting a

nominee of the candidate adopted by the Central Parliamentary

Board on the last occasion is firmly adhered to,

Encl, One.

Shri M.R.Masani, M.P,,
Bombay-26,

Yours sincerely,
j "'_"-‘ & J.l‘\.—’
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Maharajkumar Shivbhpdraéinbji, M.L.A,
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To,
Professor N.G.Ranga,
President,
All India Swatantra Party.
Dear SHir,

I have come to kmeow that the Central Parliamentary
Board is being spproached by the Gujarat leaders to peramit
Shri Sumant Patel, a candidate selected in the past, teo
nominate another persen instead of himself for the 1968 Raj
Sabha elections,

o

To the best of my knewledge the same propesal had
heen mooted by the Gujarat Party in the past for the 1966
Haj Sabha elections but the Parliamentary Board had rejected
the propesal of Shri Swmant Patel being allowed te neminate
another candidate instead of himself.

I sincerely hope that such a practice of substitution
by the selected candidate is mot permitted. If such a
faeility is alloved to ene candidate, the other candidate
Shri Babubhai Vajdys whe had helped the Party in the past
mey also claim & similar privilege, I do hope that the
Central Parliamentery Board will make it clear once and for
all toat such absurd ideas will met be tolerated and such
undemocratic practice shall cease forthwith, This will be
geod for the Party.

P It is incomceivable that such prepesals can even be

thouzht of by eur Gujerat Party leaders. I apprehend & really
dim future for the Party if leaders attempt to further their
own candidates in this manner without going into the merits of
other individuals by Gujarat Parliamentary Board,
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Mohare jkumar Shivbhadrasinhji, M.L.A,
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Inspite of the regirements of the General Secretary,
ghri Dandeker's letter Nos. 165, dated. the 4th December 167, name of
avery highly suitable candidate is being canpletely withheld fram the
Central Parligmentary Board by various subterfuges.

! I have been a member of the Gujarat Parliamentary
Board and know that at no stage the Gujarat Board a the Gujarat
party agreed ar even cansidered the questim of permitting shri
Sumant Patel to suggest a "naminee". The Gujarat and Central
Parliamentary Boards cmsidered the questim in May 1967 and again
in August 1967. On both these occasims there was not even a
mentian of Shri Sumant Patel being allowed to suggest a naninee.
Even in Gujarat Party's letter of 23rd. pugust 1967 to the Centre,
glving the ngmes of the Raj Sabha candidates, there is no mentim
of Shri Sumgnt Patel's naminee.

! Only when shri Dandeker's circular letter No. 165,
dated the Lth December 1967, calling far four names in arder of
preference for the two Gujarat seals was received, it was allowed
to transpire, as late as 24th December 1967, that Shri Sumant Pgtel
Eaidll;aw a naninee. This is a camplete surprise to the Party as
a whole,

- Shri U. N. Mahida is a very eminent engineer and a capable
admini stratar and has been Chief Engineer, Jaint Secretsry to Government,
Secretary to Government, Chairmgn of the State Electricity Board and
President, Central Board of Irrigatim and Power. Earlier he has been
Vice=Chalrman of the Banbay State Transport and in his younger days he has
been the Secretary of the Irrigatian and River Training Camittee of the
Natimnal Planning Camiittee under the Chairmanship of Shri Jawaharlal Nehru.
He is a versatile gentleman and is an asset to ouwr party. He is extremely
popular in the party and is the President of the Bhawnagar District Swatantra
Party. The latest device of naninee appears to be calculated to prevent the
vary cnsideragtion of shri Mahida's claims.
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sincorely hope that such a practice of substitution
bythnlzctodmmtlm pernitted. do hope that the
Central Parlismentary Doard will make it clear once sad for all
that such absurd things will not bo tolerated and cuch undemocratic
practice must be put down with a heavy hand. This will be good
for the party.

Only when shri Dendekar's Circular letter no.I65 dated
hth December 1967, callingfd for foup names in order of preference
tar the two Gujarat seats which Swatantra norty can got was
vegeived, it was suggested as lote an 2ith December ISG7 that
ghrd Sumant Patel could have a nominee. This is a complete surprise
to> the party as a whole.

This is a sinister move calculated to exelufe considerat
=ion of lire Mahida's claimp. Vhat is more, the Gujarat Parliamentary
lioard has all along beon kept in the dark about this strange and

new concession. The Meledes and the party as a whole mow nothing
woout it.

Shri UslisMuhida is a very ominent engincer ond a capahble
ad=inistrator and has beer Chie? ngincer, Joint Socretary to Govt,
Secretary to Govermment, Chairmen &f the Dombay State Electricity
board and President, Ccntral Doard of Irrigation and Power. Earlier
he has been Viee-chairnon of thae Bombay State Transport and in his
younger days he has henn the sacrotary of the Irrigation and Fummw
Hver training Committee of the National Planning Comnittee under
the chairmanship of Shri Jewnharlal llehrn. He is a vorsatile gentleman
lie is extremoly populasr in the narty and is tbe president of
the Bhavaagar District Swatantra Partye "he lotest cevice of

pernitting of nominee of Sumant Patel appears to be caleulated
to prevent the very consideration of Shri Mahida's claims. This
is an affort not only to owst lir, Mphida‘s claims bnt to smaggle
in a man who may be currying favour with Gujarat Party leader.

If this is allowed I fear a breakdown of the part
y and the
loss of faith by the gemoral publie in the vartys
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Ky dear Mahida,
Themk you for your letter dated the 9th Jsmuary, 1968,

T =m afrsid you have not been correctly informed regarding the Party's
comultment to Shri Sument Patel, The Netional Executive of the Party
tock a decision at Beambay at its meeting in April-Nay 1967 to the effect
that the Party stood committed to offer Shri Bedbubhed Veidya the firet
Rajya Ssbha vacancy, and the next "to Shri Swmant Patel, or his nominee®,
The additionsl words "¢r his nominee®™ were expressly included end a
letter was addresced after the meeting to Shri Sumant Patel to this
effeot,

Whether it was advisable to give a commitment in this form or not is

a totslly different matter. This is the feetusl position regurding our
commitnent, What the situation may be when the time comes to neminate
our cindidates, I conmot say, nor is it necessary for us to speculate in
advance, Within the pext few weeks the positien will he known and I shall
keep you informod,

nﬂdl‘m'

Yours sineerely,

H. M. Patel

Ehri U, ¥. Mahida,
Bhevnagar,
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