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 Early this yoar, in the &bsenco of a credible

~ programme presented by & wrengling "allisnce™ of Oppo

~ end with the haunting spectre of defections leading to
~ Covernmentsin the Statos before them, the electore

Gondhi's Party to power at the Centre; and bocause of the :

~ mAjority system, inspite of her Party receiving only 43 % of the w

the Party secured 350 seats out of 521, giving it in its own right

! two-thirds majority.

- ind now, inevitably, with the failure to ovelve an tﬂ'lt'liﬂ
policy to implement their fraudulont promises the Ruling Congress is
compelled to search for - gecapegoats,

The Constitution of Indie is the [irst casunlty. On the spocloue
plea that the provisions of the Constitution came in tho wey of fulfill-
ing eclectoral promises, the ruling Congross has improperly utilised
its majority in Parliament to seek to enact the 24th Amendment to the
Constitution and also to introduce the 25th Amendment Bill by which all
fundamentel rights and not only the right to property, can virtually
be abolished.

The Swatantra Party rejects the contention thet the Constitution
stends in the way of economic and social progress by impeding the
implementation of the directive principles of State Policy. The Party ias
firmly of the view that the fundamental rights guaranteed/the people /to
of Indis by the Constitution of the country,nnt only do not in any
way obstruct the enactment of measures genuinely necded for achioving
sociel ané economie¢ progress, but are essential for the preservetion
of democracy and, in particuler, for the protection of minority and
other weiaker sections of the poople from abuse of cuthority by tho
Party in power.

The Party therefore considers it its duty to ask the people of
Indin to reject outright tho 24th and 25th Amendments to the Constitution
as they violate the Constitution and the Rule of lLaw, frustrate
democracy, jeopardise the freedom of person, religiom, educotion, esso-
ciation and speech and expose all property to expropriation. The
Swatantrs Party pledges itself to resist these attempts to deprive
the citizen of his rightas, liberties and freedoms.

Similarly, the proposed Press legislation is a continuation
of the some policy of the Ruling Congressz Perty to destroy the
Fundamentzl Rignts of our people. Under the pretext of "diffusing
ornership of the Press, the Government seeks to take power %o uan:.léyulﬂtﬂ
shereholdings so as to ensure & dominant position for the Ruling Forty
and for the Communists, fellow-travellers and opportunigs upon “h“di:t
relies {or support., The result will be the stifling of 11 indepen
projcetion end critical interpretation of news and views.

The Swatantra Party will therefore give whole-hearted 32?':0
to tho Press in its strugile to exist as a free institution so vi¥
democrecy. Regarding freedom of speech and expression ~



czl point of view end to o
miguse by the ruling :
: wn purposes and the persist :

BRndio and TV into aufonomous corpor: tions sro
of the Ruling Party's desire to acquire & mor
of mass communication in tho country vith the
about e one-Party, onc-leader rule. -

/ / Meanshile, the
Government has takcn hardly any offective steps to fight inflatio

the rising prices or to stimulate oconomic growth., The cconomy i
stagnant; unemployment hes not only rotched massive proportions by
is continuing to increasc; and the economic conditions of th
scctions of the country are worsening. IR A

The country is being made to pay dearly for tho unreslistic
cies the Govornment has adopted and pursucs, and in particular for
way in vhich it is 8llowing its faith in the dominance of the public
sector and in videspread State control to outrun all digeretion, e
But vherc the State ouzht rightly to be functioning with imagination cnd

determination, it fumbles and falters, or is indiffercnt and 1—mﬂ£§f&9n§;f
S

Even after tuenty-four yoars of Independence, the puople of Indie,
especiclly thosc 1iving in and around tho mighty rivers of India, ar:c
not safe from floods, Year aftur yeer, theoe couse extensive havoc,
rendering peoplc homeless and washing away wvaluzble crops and cattle,
Likewige, vast arces of the country are revaged by drought clmost
overy yezr, Yct, no long-term mezsures have bocn ovolved nnd vigor-
ously implemented for the provision and conservotion of wmoter end for
its sciontific utilisation and managument. Thesc, hovever, arc tho
directions in which Govcrnment should find its proper function,

There is indced a vost arca in vhich the Government cen play &
legitimate and vitsl role. It is, for oxample, cleerly for tho Stoto to
undertake and provide edequete and cfficiently functioning public utili-
tics such as reilways, electricity, roads and bridges, telophonvs and
telegraphic services cnd commmnicotions geaorelly. It is thoe Governaunt
agein vhich cen ané must take effective measurcs for the jrotocction and
conservation of the notural resources of the country s under this cote=
gory would come 2ctivities such asreafforestotion of c- tchment arcts of 4
rivers, efficicnt plamning ond implementotion of & veriety of goil coumuis
vation measures, deepening of river beds, &nd similar measures all
designed to prevent floods from cver essuming destructive proporticns.
It is the Governmcnt olore which cen minimise the ovil cffects of i
droushts by tcking stops designcd to ensurc ihat rain wator is ﬂnm(:
to thc paximmm oxtont possible so thot sub-soil water resorvoirs oI

replenished,




In a developing country, Government has an importent
Play in the industrial sphere, This rold should priigrily uﬁ“iﬂ.ioo:
& helper znd regulator but not & participent. The business of Govern-
oent is government and not business., There is a great deal that -
Government can do in a developing country through the development of
rocds and cther forms of cormunications, transport and cheap eleceotrie
pouer, Today these functions of government are being neglected while the
Governnment needlessly enters tae field of trade and mspufacture of rro-
ducts vhich are not of much significence to the life of the country.
While the Swatantra Party has 8lvays believed in a mixed aconomy where
the Covernment and free enterprise would coopernte side by eide on equal
and autonomous terms in the service of the comsunity, it is of the vier
thet there should be no further wasteful investment of the taxpayers'
money in the governmental sector, which has feiled to function effec-
tively, until such time as it is able to give & reasonable return on the
people's hard earned savings.

The Government can again encoursge and porticipate in research
on the scale and comprehensiveness necessary to enable the country to
keep pace with the technologicel development taking plece &1l over the
world, and to sustain the industrial and agricultural progress at a
satisfactory rete of growth.

Government can also assume responsibility for helping the smell
farmer to secure the full benefits of the green reveolution by providing
hin with facilities for the intensive cultivation of land in the form
of water, fertiliser,seed, pesticides, tools, credit, improve techniques
and electric power and by providing reasonable support prices calcu-
lated to give the farmer a fair margin of profit,

Until ell these legitipate tasks haye been satisfactorily dis-
charged, the Swetentre Party would deprectte all atfenptes to Accala-
rate nmerely on ideologicel grounds, the pace of naticnalisation and fo
expond almost/discriminately the public sector without uroper regord to
management and cfficiency considerctions, This would be inexcusable
both because past experience has emply proved thet it would involwe
wasteful use of scarce resources — matoricl, financicl and human; and
also bLecause it would retcrd the accomplishment of bapic end essentisl
tasks without which the country's progress cen neither teke place nor
proceed at the pace needed,

For the satisfactory and officient discherge of even the logiti=-
mate tasks, the Government must have an sdministrative mechinery with &
high degree of honesty, impartiality, and of monagericl and oxecutiva
competence. It has unfortunntely, tc be recognised that our sdminds-
trative mechinery today is not of the requisite calibre. + should be
reolised 2lgo thet the administrative machinery is inclusive of minie-
terst it is they indecd who sct the tone of that machinery, how {mpar-
tial it is to be, how incorruptible it is, how independent it is, thot
is, how strictly At operates sccording to the principles of the rule
of the law. The need for puch emphasis on the quality of the adninis-
trative machinery arises from the fact that the sdministrative mnihi-
nary of the State, cnjoying 211 the powers of & ponopolist, is no
subject even to such reguleations 2s the State may impose in the cése
of & privcte monopolist.

When the Swatantra Party wns formed in 1959 and plac;dlitassihle
principles end policies before the people it was perhaps st 1c po o
to hope that the policies and measures being followed by the iunsre.tﬁl
Government might in course of time yield results, Today, iI ’aczl
clear to the moanest intelligence that the policics of statism Ss
inflation arc ruinous snd self-defeeting.



in the people and not on State compulsi
‘and conflict betweon classes, expro

ticns cnd the confement of more eand
Government at the expense of the frecdom of

 (41) e Party stands for overy offort being =ade to fot
i na:l.ntnin spiritunl velues and preserve ma‘ﬁ good in o !
cul fure ond tradition, and avoid tho dominence of & purely rinlis
phn;zphy of life hoving little or no refercnce to its content or

(1ii) The Party holds thot o scnse of stebility end incentive for
individual effort can be restorcd only by strict adherenca to the "4
fundemental rights and gucrcntees specified in the Constitution as origi-
nally adopted in respect of freedom of person and property, trade and
occupation, and just compensation for any property compulsorily
acquired by the State for public purposes.

(iv) The Party holds thaot all policies should be discorded that lead
to excessive inflation, high prices th-t reduce the value of savings,
endowments ond fixed incomes and lead to greater hardships for the
weaker sections, i

(¥) . The Party holds that the paramount nced ls for achicving higher
agricultural production and that this is best attained through the
sclf-employed peassnt-proprictor who is intercsted in obtaining the
highest yield from his land, It holds that the level of life of the
rural people should Le improved by (a) assuring to_the tenants and
share croppers gecurity of topure and fair rents, (v) by effectively
guaranteeing to landlcss labourers & minimum wage, (o) by protecting
formers from cslamities not of their moking, through faeilities for
insuring crop and cattle, end (d) by ensuring farmers through fair
support prices protection ogainst the effects of wide fluctuction of
prices. The Party is firmly opposed to any policy of monopoly
procurerent or purchose of agricultural commoditics.

(vi) The Party holds that higher industricl production is possible
only by offering sdeguate incentives for higher production and exmn-
sion inherent in competitive ecnterprisc, with adeguate pafoguards for
“e protection of lsbour and consumers against profi tecring vhere therc
is no competition or where competition does not secure the necessery

corrective,

(vii) The Swetantra Perty stonds for a foir deal to lrbour, both i

industriel 2nd agricul ture, ond would therefore urge the maptqu_#: ol
& fair wage 2s o basic principle for attoining c satisfoctory 'ipt-!ﬂ v
structurc. The Swatantra Party however is of the viom that fu:l_ K :
bergaining betwcen enployers and omploycg-s’;;t;nnt Gﬂ::imﬂf 82 3 a3
ference is the only proper mcthod for sol¥ abour industrisl . oz e i
disputes. The Porty holds slso thct since only in 1mra§ud Dﬂ‘:w 1318
can highor wages be possible, o wisc labour policy woul N}. eca.nﬂ! wlly
soc that the need for continucus incrcase in productivity is il

emphasisecd,



‘ﬁﬂsuﬂﬂu function in our society, and their gradusl ex
- be a national nmisfortune and add to our unemployment pro

Party arty stonds for the preservetion of the
‘mployed articans, cr&ftsmen ond traders vho sre in
ng their occupationel opportunities by reason of the pol
ism. Thesc persons perform inexpensively ¢ :

The Party is opposed to the State entering indisc
the ficld of trade cnd disturbing free distribution, and i :
controls and officicl mancgesent with all its wostofulness and
inefficiency. X

(x) The Party holds that taxation should be kept at such levels
@8 will not interfere with a reasonable living standard for the poople,
both rurcl and urban, ond which while being nocessary ond sufficiont
for the cbrrying on of cdministration and puch socicl and cconomic
gorvices fs are tcken up by the State, is yet not so high ns to be
confiscatory or so ubiquitous as to provent caopital formction and
private investment. It is therefore opposed to o programme of dovelop-
ment based on crippling texation, and abnormel deficit financing.

5T 0
(xi) The Swatantre Party holds that & clean and good administration eot
is the country's most vital noed today. It also holds tho - TRl
quality of the administrative machinery in regerd to incorruptibility =

and impartizlity is detormined cssenticlly by the standards set in theoe
respects by tho ministers, by those who constitute Government. It

hopes thet with the early estcblishment of the Lokpal nnd Lokayukt macki-
nery, there will be marked improvemont at 11 levels including in
particular the highest. Then alono cen there be justification for tho
people to hope for on efficiont ond honcst administration ot 211 levilas
that patter, namely, the village, the taluke or the tehsil, the district
and the States.

The Swatantra Party holds thrt whatcver other stops may be taken
to roise the stendard of administrcotion, so long 2s controls are not
roduced to an cbsolute minimum, end the present system of permits and
licences is not discontinued, it will be/possiblc to make any dent on
the extent to which corruption permestes the administrative mechinery
at the Centre and 2t the Statc level today.

In effect, thus, thc Suotantra Party offere to the clectorate
& congtructive approach for the solution of the country's manifold e
problems, based on restraincd ond enlightencd gelf=intercoat ct the indi-
vidual level, and & servicc purpose a2t the State level dosigned to
build secure foundotions for progress in all ficlds, All in all, the
Svatentra Party would sevk to restore in the body politic the Gandhisa

principle of giving first priority to the rule of Dharma as the true vk 3
basis for enduring morel progress and materisl prosperity. = b
The State Units, which are feced with a Genoral Elcction in ;

: on .
Februery next, will no doubt draw up their own respective alocﬁd.“_; A EEVO
manifestoes with duc rogard io the special problems of their Tespe ﬂ'ﬂl i

States enunciated in the proceding paragraphs.
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