Draft Minutes of the Third Meeting of the are
General
Bombay on April 17 and 18, 1971 Council held in

-

The General Couneil cammenced its

Froceedings on April 17 197 at 2,
and continued till 5 Palls It resumed its deliberationg u:': April 18 zmm
10 a,m. to0 1,15 Pa@s and 2,30 p.n, to 5.15; p.m, ;

Proserit:

i!r. H.H. Lhaanj, = iﬂthﬂm i
Andhra

————

1e Mre Ge Intchanna

26 -Mr, Y.G. Goyed

Fo. M. Be Ra‘tmaabhapathi
4+ Ir. C.V. Siddainh Murthy

Banbay

1. Dr. ECI COOPEI,‘

2. lir, Iﬂlﬂmﬁd Hirachanﬂ
3s Mr. Madhu Mchta

4. lr. RV, Murthy

5. Mr, Shantilal Thar

6. Smt. Sharayu Daftary
7« Mrs Pormanand Kejriwal
8, Ifr. Adi Norain

Delhi_

L. Col, H.HR. Poaricha
2r.lfr. UK. -&.ryu

Sujarat

1, Mr. H,l. Patecl

2. Mr. Favin Patel

s Mr. Dahyabhai V, Patel
4. Miss Kusum Kumari Josghi
S5e.lir. Monubhal Amersey

6, Mr, Piloo Hody

T+ Mrs Vircen Shah

8, Mr. Anondbhai Amin

9, Mr. Shanlaldas Iallubhai Patel
10. Ifr. Dadublini Amin

11, lr. Narcndre V. Vyas
12, Mr. Chimanbhai D. Desai

Himachal Pradosh
1. lirs Budhi Pralmgh
Eoghnir

1. irg, Goodio COberoi
2+ Mr. 4bdul Tohif Raim
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5. lir, Tribikren Tripthy
6, Iir, Arun K. Bchern
7. Mr, S.M.A. Karin

Buzjab

1. Bhai Gobinder Singh Sidhu
2. G'B. M

Hajoothan

1. Rajmata Gayatri Dovi

2. lv, InkchmanSingh of Dungarpur
3. lir, Gir:l:a;} SiFEh

4s lire DeH. Patodia

S5e Mr. N.K., Somani 2

6. lfrs Mectha Inl Moone

TI i, mw Kalvi

8. Mr, Chosar M Bbel

2anil Nadu

1+ Mrs VoS. Srikumar

3. 1, T. Sadosivonm

4, lr, BR. Srinivasan

5. I.El'-'u E. Hm'ﬂ Hﬂ.ﬂmiﬂ
6. Hr. S5.5. Hariowamy
tar Bradoch

1. Mr, Harbhajan Singh
2, 1r. D.S. Chaturvedi
3. lira On Prakash Pathik
4, Mr, R.P. Hiora

5. Hr, H.K., Pathak

6., Mr. P,L, Fandcy

7. m- SnIl. Gﬂu:'

8, Ifr. Tribhuvon Singh
9, Hr, Hohd. Farooq Khan
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Special Invitees

1. Mr. ¥, K. Mohta

2 Dr. H. V. Hande

3s Mr. :D:Lgvijaar Sinhji
4. Mr. Sharkerlal Guru
Do Mre K|I’. R. :Pﬂndﬂﬁ!'
6. Mr. J.H, Doshi

7- Mr. Rﬂjklmr {Elaz'l;ade
8. Mr. F.S, Koppiker

Condolence on Dr. K.M. Munshi:

The President paid tributes to the memory of Dr. K.M. Munshi who was respon-
sible for the Party's development in its formative years, and was iis Vice-
President for a mmber of yeaors,

The following resolution was adopted unanimously and the Council observed a
minute's silence as a mark of respect to his memory:

"This meeting of the General Council of the Swatantra Party expresoes
its deep sense of gorrow over the pasgins away of Dr, .M. Muneni,
one of the framers of India's Coretitution and a great literary figure,

Ir. Munshi's contribution covered a wide range of public activity
ranging fram Indian culture to politics. The BEharctiya Vidya Hhavans
all over India are standing momments to his love of Indian culture
and his efforts to revive all thot is best in our cultural heritage.

As a leeding member of the Swatantra Party, and for a long timeo as
its Vice-Presidemt, Dr. Mumshi played a major role in the develop-
ment of the Party in itg formative years.

In his death the Party and the nation has lost s pillar of etrength
and a mtriotic son of India. "

Confirmation:

The Mimutes of the last meeting of the Gemeral Council held in Madrag on July
20 and 21, were confirmed.

Fresidential Address:

The President welcomed the members and referred to the grievous set-back the
Party had recemtly suffered. This situation called for courage both to carry
on the fight and also to face the unpleagant facts and learn the necessary
lessons. lMr. Masani referred to Rajaji's message to the General Councll ard
commended his warning ageinst " me tooismm",

iy elections,

Dealing with the reasons for fhe debacle in the Parliament: Y e

Mr. Masani referred to the Report that he had subtmitted to the G—nnef«
on the implememiation of the mandate given to him at a prcvioua*:;:c;;nze:c
bring into existence a cansolidation of pationalist and democrst .

he rclated in detail the story of the endless delays that had taken pmc ;;3@
the fiml crumbling of the Pront on 3pd January, 1971, which more or less

a gift of the elections to the Prime Ministir and her Party.

The Pregident also referred to what had happened at the %::tionﬁcdmiﬁfi‘-'gn
mecting in !2dras on 8th Jamary and why the Executive had d-:;mt s a.g;euc
balance, it would be botter 0 join the Front even though wi
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programme. In many constituencies, mambershi
be the "kies of death" for the HW’ i caua:laztz:.the Feons had) peoved

The President alaso roferred to the fact stressed in hi

g Report that the major
failure of the Party had been that in not giving effeet to the Mid-Term Baiu't
2dopted by the Genaral Council in November 1969, which had placed the Purty in

a weak bargaining position with other Ttles on th
Sl o <8 e eve of the Gonoral

The credibility of the Party's present leadership had been damaged. Thore
wag nothing wrong with the principles of the Party, but with the perfarmance
of its functionarics and workers who had failed to convinoe the people about
their dedication, discipline and sincerity of purpose.

It would be only under now spokesmen that the Party could revive and hende

the resignntion that he had tendered from the Presidemtship of the Party,

The President mentioned that while, naturally, there was reluctance among

many colleagucs in the Party to accept his resigration, it had ulrcedy
rcceivedra“giod response in the Pross and among the public in general and ho
was convinced thit its acceptance would redoumd to the Party's benefit in the
long run. He reportid on the discussion in the National Exccutive the prev? ==
day end appealed to the mambors of the Gencral Council to accept his rosigrat-
10n.

A serious crisis might face the country two or three years henoce ag & rosult
of the General Elections and it was for that challenge that the Party ghould
preparce fran now. It should not be assumed that tho people would turn back
automatically to the path of liberal democracy or to the Syatantra Party just
because the present goverrmerrtt failed to carry out its promises. On the
contrary, as in Ceylon, they might twrn to morc subversive quartors lilco the
Naxalites. Hence the neced far developing an educational campaipn and an oxtiv -
parliamentary Opposition to supplemant what the members of the Party in Parlii-
ment could do.

In Mr. Mapani's view, what people would expect of all partics including our
Party was a quick roappraisal, development of new tactics, and a rededication
to fundamental objectives.

Rosolutions:

East Bengal

A rescluticn on the happendings in East Bengal was moved by Dr. R.C. Coopers
After discussion in the coursc of which I, D.S. Chaturyedi and Mr, Ianu
Amerscy spoke, the resoluticn was adopted in the following form :

"Phe Swatantra Party wholc—-heartedly sympathfses with the people of
East Bengal in their heroic struggle. It appeals to organisctions
and people in India to contribute generously and 1iberally funds
and material 4o the Comittec that has been established in Dolni
to provide relicf to the people of Ezot Berngal.

The Swatemtra Porty oxpresses the hope thet world opinion wiillbe
mobilised to bring about an immediatc cease-fire in Past Benga

to sove any further loss of human 1ife and propert).

The bloodehed in st Bengal, resulting in loss of lives of a!‘arta'
large mmber of people, must in the opinion of the :hnt-.:ﬂ:r:o =
recoive immediate attention of the United Nations if it iﬂmﬂ cmmﬁig
the confidence of the world. The UN displays callousness pr 11‘0:1.
imbility to provenmt hoavy loss of human lives. This hoo impa

.nﬁ/"
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the mrestige of the United Eations and the confidence o :
in its offectivencss. This wes also apparent on mu:i Ehmmph
. during the tregedics in Tibet, Hungory, Biafra and Czeshoslovakia,
Z: In the opinion of the Swatantra Party wherc human tragedies ave 8
involved, immediate steps should be taken by the Unitod Mations to
move beyond the outdated plea of metional sovercignty to ovolve an
cffective machinery whercby fighting would be brought to an end.

The Swatantra Party eamestly urges the Secrotory-Genardl of the
United Notions to convene an emergent sossion of the Seourdty Council
and the Gencral Asscmbly to mect and golve this urgont problom.”

(11) North Korca's Subversive Activitios in Ceylon:

5.

The resolution was moved by Mr, Dahynbhai V., Patel., After some discussion,
it was adopted wanimously in the following form :

"In view of the recent happendings in Ceylon, the Swatarmtra Party
would like to warn the Govormment and people of India agoainat the
dubious deosigns and strategy of the Cammnist Govermment of North
Korca and their agents, The Swatantra Party feels that maximum
vigilance is necessary againgt the activities of North Moroan
diplomats and citizens in different parts of the country. In this
conncotion, it is particulerly essemtial to probe into the almogt
contimicus scries of full-page advertisements inserted in dndly
popers by the North Korcon Govermment in large mmbors during the
past several months. They appear to be pact of a gindster strategy
which requircs to be fully investigatod and uprooted, !

Current Political Situation and matitcrs relating to Party Organisation:

On the suggestion of membors that any d iscussion on the political situwtion
would inevitably involve roference algo to tho etate of the Party's organi-
gation, it vae agreed thot membors could speclc on both isguca.

The Prosident's Report on develomments since the last mecting of the General
Council (Annexurc A) along with severel papears comtributed by mombers of the
Party including thosc of the Genersl Secrctory amd the Fatiomal Headquartors
formed the basis for the discusaions.

At the outsct, the General Secrctory Dr. Cooper read out a summary of the
discussion on the same subjeet at the National Exccutive the previous dey.

Those who participated in the cnsuing discussion were & .

¥r. Prrmonond Kejriwel, Me. Mecthelel Meena, Mr. Y.G. Gowd, ,
lohareval Telshmen Singh of Dungarpar, kr. Gobinder Singh Sidhu;

Mr. P.I. Pandey, Mr. N.K. Gérmpaich, Mr. Mowaram Arya, Mr. l?afi-ur
Ins, Mr, N,K. Samani, Dr, H,V. Hondo, Mr. Eﬁimj SL;Eh,Drdg- 2.8,
Mariswvamy, lrs. Goodie Oberoi, Mr. V.T. Srinivason, Hre L.oe
C]:.a*nu?r?dj’., lr. B. Srinivesan, Mr. G. Iatchonna, Mr. R. Gnorpade,

Mr. Abdul Wahid Baina, Mr. H.M. Patel, Mr. Digvijoaysinh of Wankancr
and lirg, Sharayu Daftory.

the Committec appointed
S'aiomant of Policy of
¢ ncoded to be
who hod firet hend
g level could

In the eourse of the discussion, members referred to
by tho Notional Excoutiwe to iake o frcsh look ot the
tho Party adopted in 1961. Moabere felt that the Commi ti
made more representative so that the workers in the ficld
lmowlodge of the problems the Party faced at the grass root
givethe boncfit of their experionce and advice.

Seerctary caid that in deforence 10

Winding up +he discussion, the Genordl aftor the

- . Te] |oon
menbors'! wishes, the Hatiopmal Executive shich would be mecting
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conclusion of the General Council would cndaavour +o make tho

_ persomol of the
Committoe more representative, He added thot the various points made by
members hod been noted and wowld be considercd by the Gomaittec appointed to
reorient Porty policies.

lir, Vasoni's lettor of rosigmation:

lir, Masani's letter of resignotion from the Pregidentship of tho Party
(snnexurc B) was then taken up far cénsidése tHion,

Initioting the discussion, Mr. Masani reitcrated that ho anocepted rosponsibil-
ity for the Forty's dobacle not so much in regard to Joining the Pour-Party
Mliance, for which the Natiomnl Executive wag oqually responsible, as for his
failurce to carry conviction with the membore of the Party in regard to the
id-Term Report vhich was adopted by the General Council in November 1969 but
vihich had not been taken scriously tyremporeHe said thot his resignation was
intended to (ive the Party a new look with a new loadurahip as, in his view,
‘the present loadership hod lost credibility, os indecd was the ecase with all
other opposition partics.

In the discussion the following participnted:

Dr, H.V. Hande, Mrs. Goodie Oberoi, Mr. D,N. Patodia, lr. Hadhu Mehta,
Mr, Y.Gs Gowd, Iir. Ratnasabhapathi, Maharawal Iakshmansingh of

Dungsarpuar.

Col. H.R, Pasricha moved a regolution,,accopidng tho ~cdigpoiben of, Mr. Loudink
vhich was gcconded by ifrs N.K. Genapoish,

I't. V.T. Srconivasan and Ifr. Inlchand Hirachond also spoke on tho subjoct.

Winding up the discussion, Iir. Mhmsoni said he was dooply touched by the concorn
of membors. It hod boen @ poinful acperience for him to have hod to sit
through and liston to mamburs roquesting him not to press his resignation.

He said thot ag dosired by nmbers ot the boginning of the discugeion, ho had
listened with an open mind. Unforfunately, no now argumant hod beon advanced
by any one which would have enabled him to reconsider his resignotion. Onm
the contrary, scvernl points made by many members wero really additional
roosons for him to insigt on his rosignation boing occepted. He rensaured
members thot ns mormtioncd in his lotter of resignotion, he would contimio 10
be nsgoeiated in the Party's werk and to pprand to tho bost of his ability its
principles and polieies through both the written and the spoken word.

Tho Council thon accepted his resigrotion and adopted the resolution which wag
novod by Col. Pasrdicha in the following form :

WThis meeting of the General Council of the Swatcntra Party having
tricd its best to persunde lir. Iaini to withdraw hie resignuticn
fran the Presidemtship of the Swotcntra Party and failad, rogret-
fully accepts his reaignotion.

its decep semse of gratitude to Ifr, I'z:smfi
ror his scrvices to the Party first fram Decamber 1959 to tho ﬁ of
1967 as its Genaral Seorctory, and subgequently, as its Progld

fram Jomucry 1970 i1l today. The Council ip gratified to h:wcmc
lr, Ihoomi's cgourance thot he will continue to give tho i'm-t.r
i)umc.-fit of his advice and counsel md propagatc tho Porty's
principles and policies.

The General Council repards

: agroud
Tho Gencral Council is gratefnl to Ir. Dandn:llﬂﬂ' ro:n;m;ilggﬁf’f
to officiante ng Presidont i1l now office b“ﬂmhi o

the Notionnl Excoutive arc clcoted in Scptombor this yeers

s lf=
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cooperetion during his temre
The meeting then termirated.
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VArmexures & and £

As both these ammexures were circulated to members in advance of the
meeting they are not encloged with thege Mimiteg. "
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SWATANTRA PARTY
General Council
April 18,.1971

Swetanira Party's Minieun Progrémne for 1971-72

Concerned vith the plight of most of the citizens of India, the
Swotantra Party submits that, within the yeer 1971-72 itself, the Central
and State Governments should do something substoantial to slleviete

the sufferings of the country's population, especially the poorer
sections,

The Swatantra Porty therefore demands that the Contrel and State
Governments comit thenselves to fulfilling a mininum scale of perfor-
mance of public welfare for this year, 3

To facilitote #uoh a programme, the Swatantra Party pute forward
the following concrete suggestions smong others.

1.  The Governmont nust defise plans to create a minimum of 50 lacs
new joba every year to be able to reduce the carry-over of about throec
crores unenployed to the next plan.

2, Among the surest and expeditious feans to ensure employment oppor-
tunities, proecedence rust be given to nincr irrigation schepmes, road
tuiliing and road transport. Admittedly, the most fruitful anong enploy-
nent-generating programnes, road building ond road transport are alao
labour-intensgive, besides promoting wider economic development and
yielding quicker and grecter returns to the exchequer. To sustain the
tempo, revenuc from roods ond road transport should be ploughed back
into more road construction. This will create employment for at least
30 loc additional jobs during 1971-72; ond 160 lecs jobs in noxt

five years.

3. Equelly important is the need to slow down the pace of population
grovth., For this, Fanmily Planning efforts must require top priority.

4, Along with shelter, provision must be nade for ensuring pure
drinking woter to people in every village, vhere such facility is not
available,

5. Housing ia another employment-generating activity. This, apart,
acute housing shortage in our country demends irwedicte action. The
Government should therefore comnit itself to an investment of at leecst
Bs 200 ecrorce for the construction of low cost heusing alone during

the year 1971-T2.

6. The Government should ensure thsot gvery r.gric;it?risté n::;lr—ncalc
industriclist and aelf-enployed person is sble to obtain naces

credit fecilities (from the Stete Bank ond the 14 naoticnalised Banks

st o reduced rcte of Interest.)

T Boving regerd to the foct thet prices have Frared.dufing th31ﬂ;;:a
five years continually and the value of the rupec Las sccordingly

correspondingly, the Governnent should ipmediately apply en effective

3 - ve
akoe it i turc especially non-ploan, non-producti
brakce to its expenditur ST ally srevent any more incresse

expenditure and arrcst furthor infiaticn tq etk daa
in prices this yeer. Meny developing ecouniries have attenp
achieved stcbility of prices.






