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Draft Mimttes of the 7th meeting of the National Execu

tive held on
Pri Ba
Hatgf’ mr:lny and Sunday, April 16, 17, and 18, 1971 at tho Rits

Eresent:

HI'O HI-R. lﬂmﬂ. - m thﬁ m

Bajmnta Gayatri Devi
Mr. R.N. Singh Dco
Mr, Imhyabhai V., Patel
Hr. K. mndakca:-

Mr. N.K. Sanani

Hr. Madbu Mchta

Mr, H.ll. Patel

Mr. D.N. Pﬂ.‘todiﬂ

Hr. Piloo Mody

col! HrR- hﬂﬂﬂhﬂ
!ﬁrl chl‘ Gm

Mr. N.K. Gﬂmpﬂia.h
Miss Kusum Kumari Joshi
lfr. 8.5. Hariswamy

Dr. H.V. Hande

lir. G. latchama

lir. Ialchand Hirachand
ifr. P.EK. Deo

Hr, Budhi Prakasgh

iir, Tribiloram Tripathy
Dr. H.C. Cooper

The Minutes of the meeting of the National Executive held in Madras on
Jamuary B and 9, 1971, were confirmed.

In his introductary remarks the President, Mr. Masanl obgerved that tho
Executive was meeting under unhappy eircumstances whon the forces of democracy
had been dealt a sovere blow. The Party was facing a difficult situation in
which thcre was necd for courage to face the facts and to think with an open
mind.

Congideration of the political situation with referencae to
the results of the Genoral Electiona:
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The General Scerotary rcad out a message fram Rajaji (copy attached Annocxurc . /.
The Prosident's report to mambers of the General Council on developments eino
the last moeting of the Council (Annexure B) and the statistical data on the
Party's performance had carlior been circulated fto mombers. These reports
alongwith other papere formed the basis for discuseion in which tho follovdr
participated:

Bajmata Cayatri Devi, Mr. Madhu Mohin, Mr. Y.G. Gowd, Hr. 8,8. Mariowary,
1. Iﬁ\lmm HiIaCha.nd, DI". H.'!". !hnﬂf-" lﬁri R.Ho Siﬂ@l mﬂ" Mr. P.E. Doo,
lfre Ge. Iﬂ.‘tcha.nna., E.u'-n HeM. Pﬂ.ﬁel, r. N. mmﬁmr, L!I‘- D.Na ?{‘-‘tﬂdiﬂ-,
Mics Kumm Kumari Joshi, lr. Iohyabhai V. Patel, lr. N.EK. Ganapaian,
Col. H.R. Pasricha and Mr. Piloo Mody.

The conscnsus among members was that the following rcasome would perhaps
explein why the Barty fared as it did in the clectlons:
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(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

The idea of the Alliance wes a sound one. But vher ms we wanted

%o present a strong democratic front with a comon ogreed progracne,
we agtually wemt into the Elections without a programne and on the
bagis of mere clectoral adjustments. Our opponents, howaver, woere
able to project us as an alliance and capitalise on it.

The mambers of the Alliance, however, did not always work loyally
for the common candidate, very often sabotaging him and in samo
cages fielding campoting candidates.

The last clections have taught us that in future we will have to
contend with techniques successfully tried out by the Ruling Pariy
during this clection, which will be uged with more telling effect
in the next. Some of the moro obvious mothods identified wero @

(2) @ nigher level of viclence throughout tho country
(b) the more blatant use of money power
(c) the efficient organisation of block votes, and

(d) the unconscionable use of Govermment machinery in the
form All India Radio, Air Farce Planes, Govermment servants,
official vehicles and certain sectors of the "committed presa'.
The results were not only unexpected but somewhet mysterious,
particularly as it was not discermable ag to how block votes
were cast with an inexplicable vehemence and the lines of
coamunication used for the purpose.

The Party will have to find ways and means of countering these
practices.

One of the inferences to be dravn was that in future we may have

to forswear such allionce, vhile loeving the States free to work
out whatever electoral adjustments that may be heneficial. But
basically, the Party could only prosper if it stood on ite owm loge.

Another point worth noting yms that unfortunately the Party did
not congider sericusly enough and implement faithfully the Mid-
Torm Report published by the Party although it contained a timely
warning.

However, the National Excoutive felt that therc was no noed for
dospondency. An Opposition is needed desporately, without which
denoeracy carmnot survive. Our principles wore bgyond roprcoch and
our policics were right but they nceded differont dimensions 1o :
project thom cffectively, The best way of doing so would be througi
the Youth of this courmtry.

In the light of the discussion which included matiers relating to Party
organisations and the views expreased by maobors on the noed to review the e
Party's Statcment of Policy to bring it in tune with the present roquiremonts,
the following Committee with the Gencrel Scerctary, Ir. R.C. Cooper, @s
Convenor ”
30th Junc so that ite report could bo circulated to the Party's members and
considcred by the newly clected Hotional Executive in Septenber

was appointed. The Comuittce was asked to submit its roport by

¥r. R. Ghorpede, Mr. N.K, Somand, Ir, Madhu NMehta, Dr. H.Ve Handa,
¥r. Piloo Mody, Mr. Tribikran Tripathy, IMr. Debanond Amat,
Smt. Sharayu Dnftary, lr. G. Iatchonna, Mr, Harbhajan Singh.

The Rajmata of Joipur and Mr. H.M. Patel praaised to recommend a name onch
Tor inclusion in the Committce in the next couple of days.
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3« Mr, Masani's letter of resigmation :

The Executive then took up foar discussion Mr, Masani's lotter to n@mbors of
the General Council tendering his rcsignation from the Presidentship of the
Party, The taxt of Mr. Maseni's lettor of resigmition is attached (Amamre g).

The General Sceretary conveyed Rajnji's letter to membors of the Natiomnl
Executive and General Council requesting the General Couneil not 1o aceept
» Masani's regigmtion.

Mr. Mosani said that his resignation was intonded to give the Party a new look

:?niynew leadership ag the presert leadership had, in his view, lost credi-

Sone menbors oxpressed the fecling that it was not right for Mr. Maseri to
accept sole responsibility for the Party's decision to enter the four-party
alliance. Manbers recalled that even at the mooting of the Natiormal Executive
in Madras on January 8, Mr. Masani and Mr. Inndcker hnd recommended that tho
Party should not join the alliance but, at bost, only sock an eloctornl adjust-
ment with it. Therefore, the rusponsibility baing that of the Natiomal
Executive as a whole, Mr. Maganl ghould not press hie resignotion.

However, 1f the General Council were to accept Mr. Masani's rcsignation, the
Exccutive deeided that one of tho five Vice-Presidents should offieinto as
Prosident pending the clection of now Office Bearvurs and membera of the
Hatiomal Exceutive. Mr. Singh Deo, Rajmata Gayatri Devi and Mr, Dohyabhadl
Patol plended inability to officintc as Prosident. DMr. N. Dandcker therofaro
agreed at the Mational Executive's request to officiatu ag President meldng

it clear that he would do so strictly on the understonding thot a new President
would take over in four or five months.

4. Programmc for Party cloctions:

In the light of the fecling cxprossed during the discussion on Party Organi-
sation regarding tho nced for fresh blood to take over the conduct of the
Party, particularly in the critical months and years to como, it was decided
40 hold carly Party clections to ocmable the mergence of a now leadership ot
all levels of the Party.

Arising fram the diseussion the following decision wes talen unanimously :

"  falding note of the faet that reports fram the State Unite show that
ronewal of Primary menbership of the Party by 31st March has been very pooe
and alnost nogligible duc to the intorvention of the Parlicmenmtary elections;
also toking note of the fact that the Comstitution docs not pornit any
oxtension of memborship beyond 31st March but that Article 5(a) does permit
re~errolment of the old members as now members on pgyment of 4 gubseription |
of s 3 (or Rs.1.50 in the case of thosc belonging to any Scheduled Cagta or
mribe or other Backward Classeca): the Natiomal Exccutive RESOLVES thot, for
purposcs of Party clections due later this yeer, the enrclnent of members

ghowld conclude by 30th June, 1971.

" The Notional Executive further lays down the following programme far tho
holding of cloctions st the various levels so as to casurc thot the now

Gencral Council mecting later this ycor may eloct o new Hational Executive
and Office Boaroxp ORI
s — ot

"Annexures B and C

As both these ammexures were circulated to members in advance of the

meeting they are not enclosed with these Mimutes. "



Iast dato for completion of clections ot
the State/Regional level (including the
clection of Siate/Regiomal Unit roprosent-
atives on the General Council)

Hecting of the new General Council to elect v
the new National Execcutive ~ Sept. 1'{}'#8' -il-.-f. L

The following Sub-Committee was naminated to teke all uﬂmmmﬁll ﬂﬂﬂidmn; a
in rogard to various matters relating to Party Elections :

Yr. N. Dandeker - Acting President

Ir. R.C. Cooper - Gencral Sceretary
e lir. Madhu Mehta = Joint Secretary =
s Mr. N.K. Somani - Joint Seoretary ¢ o

5. Co-options to General Council:

” In pursuance of the authority vested in it by the General cmmi'l.,, 'Hlu
o National BExecutive on the rccommendation of the State Units concernod
! naninated the following to £ill vacancies in the General Council :

Gujarat

1. Mr, Navin B. Patel
2. Mr. Ramenlal Hagjibhai Patcl
3. lfr. Vinubhai Kotdawela

4. lr. Shankcrlal Guru |
5. lir, Bhailal M, Fatel - ::
Mysore

)‘.,‘

1. Mr. R. Ghorpade NN

6. Regonstitution of the Punjab Stato Executive:

The Prosident reportcd that in Decembor last year he had had discussions ﬂth
Mr. Nanda, Sardar Naranjan Singh Gill and mmwwm
Genoral Socrctary of the Punjab Unit on the need to roconstitute the te e B
it so as to place it on a sound basis, At that meotin 1t vap
the Nationsl Exccutive should be roquested todissolve the
Excoutive ard replace it by an Ad hoec Committec consisting of the
manbers :
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3.

ani
the Party., The National R ve Wl p;waain‘ﬂma
praupted Prof, Ranga and Mr. Patel, declinad to 4!
nation and rcquested them to comtimie till the
next September.

The mecting then adjourncd for the day.

The adjourncd meeting of the Natiormal Executive met at 10 a.m. on Sa o
April 17, 1971, afurday 5 i

Lir. .R. Masani - 4in the Chair

Rajmata Gayatri Devi
lir. H.M¥. Singh Deo
Mr. Dahyabhai V. FPatel
Mr. H. mﬂkﬂl‘

ir. qut Somani

Mr. Madhu Mchta

lir, D.H, Patodia Y
Ur, Piloo Mody . M
Col. H.R. Pasricha ! :
Mr, Y.G. Gowd X
¥r, N.K. Carapaiah X .__",
¥ios Kusum Fmeri Joshi z
¥r, 8.5. Mariswemy il
Dr. H.V. Hande : ;,_.‘; .
Mr. Ielchand Hirachand
¥r, P.E. Da0

Mr, Budhi Pralash

v, Tribikram Tripathy

Ir. R.C. Coopcr

Three drafi resolutions were after, discussi recamended for sﬂopﬂﬂﬁ'&!’

the General Council (Texto attached Annaxure D), B ;,#
(1) Condolence resolution on the passing awey of Dre K.}, Mmshi "'13 %

(2) Subversive Activities of North Korea in Ceylon
(3) Enst Bongal : 1, _J_,‘



10.

11.

12.

I1I.

Next Hational Convention:

The Gencral Secretary reported that the Netiomal Convemtion schedulod for
Janunry this year had o be postponed in view of the General Electioms, In
the light of the Executive's decision to accclerate the Party cloctions, it
vas deeided that the Convention should be held by the end of 1971 and that
the fixing of the datcs of the now Convention as alsc its vermue (particularly
in view of the Jaipur Rajmata's inviiation at tho meoting to hold the National
Convention in Udaipur) should be left to the mew Mtiomal Excoutive to bo
clocted in September this year.

Programme for Party Activity:

Mr, Intchanna felt that the Natiomal Executive had not givon any direction in
regard to a conarete programme which would enthuse the Party's workera. He
felt that whon he roturned to Andhre he would not be able to gtate what
specific action the Party had decided upon, partiecularly in the mature of
charges in policy more in tune vith the present times., He particularly wighed
the Natiomal Iixeoutive to discuss the proposals made by the Andhra State
Council, In the light of Ir, Iatchamna's request the Excoutive decided to
meet again immediately aftcr the conclusion of the Genaral Council meeting on
Sunday ovening to discuss organisational activity for the next few months.

The mecting then adjourned for the day.

The adjourned mecting of the Natiomal Executive met at 5 p.m. on 18th April
at the M,C. Ghie Hall, Bombay.

Prosont:
lire N. Dandaker = in the Chair

Rajmata Gayatri Devi
Mr. R.M. Singh Deo
lir. Dahyabhai V. Patel
Mr. NI.K. Ganapaigh
Mr. Piloo Mody

Mr, H.K. Scmani

'.&Tn Doﬂu mtodlﬂ

lre. Gs Intchanna

Miss Kugun Kumerd Joshi
Iir. Budhi Prakash

M¥r. Pribikram Tripathy
Ir. Madhu Mchta

Mr. Y.G. Gowd

Mr. S.8. lariswany
Mr« Hell. P{’.tl'l

Ir» R.C. Coopor

Mr. MR, Masoni (By Special Invitation)

Party's Iabour Follcy:

enoral Council lr. Iamtchanna sought a

Arising from a discussion in the G Trade Union activity.

{fication in regard to the Party's attitude %o it
%ﬁf?iﬁc%nb-ﬂmﬁtce appointed to roview the Party's policicahanrgyi'i;’hgw
would intor alia consider the inmtcrpretation to bo givcn'tc :?gd i
]"oc-licv‘: 3t wos Tclt that the Party's mombers should bc pcurﬁ.w o ko
oloctive posts in trade unions, it being understood that ircuns

T/~
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14.

15.

16.

would our Party mambere associatc with UThicns daninsted by the communists
The Fatiomal leadquarturs wes roquested to put out a circular awm:ﬂ:;ix:

Asscembly Elections:

In the light of the fact that in many States, the clcetions to tho State
Agsanbly woro likely cither late this year or early the next, the National
Headquarters was asked to issuec a circular immedintely to Stote Units ocalling
upon then to wovide a list of constituencies where the Stato Units intended
sctting up candidates (with perticulars as to why it was folt tho Party should
contest those constituencies) and, as far as possible, the names and othor
particulars of the candidatcs proposed.

BRelations with other Partics:

The Acting Presidont drow the attontion of the Executive %o the fact that
matiers involving Party policy might scon arise, particularly in rospect of
Gujarat, Orissa and Mysore, especially in regard to relations with other
Partles.

The Ixecutive aftor discussion decided that while Stato Unite were free to go
along and work closoly with the Congress (0) units in the various states, thoy
should not assoeiate with the Jan Sangh or the SSP without prior reference to
the National Headquartors, whero the Acting President and Generol Secrotary
would treat all such rcferences strictly on merits. OState Unite must, however,
strictly rofrain from having any truck whatsoever cither with the Congreea (n)
or with any of the Communist partics.

Financial Matiors:

Mr. Iatchannsa drow atteontion to tho fact that the Andhra Unit wap finding it
axtrancly difricult to collect funds in vicw of the present stmosphoro ariging
fron the results of the clections. In the context of the fortheoming Ageambly
cleotions in lis State, hc pleaded for contral assistance not only for Assambly
candidaturcs, but for organisational work immediately so as to undertake prog=
rammes which would crhance the Party's prospects by causing 'camotion and
cmotion" omong the peoplo.

The General Scerctary pointed out that the Nationmal Headquartors was itsclf
facing financinl difficultics and had yet %o clear lisbilitiocs incurred during
the clections, However, he assurcd Ur. Iatchanna that he would do whatover he
could but that ncanvihile Mr. Intcharma should send the Hational Huadquartcrs &
detailod programme of what he wished to do in the next couple of months.

1r. R.N. Singh Deo drow the BExccutive's attention to the fact that the Orisss
Unit intcndod contesting the Mayurbhanj and Koraput Parlianontary by-cl u’:tit.m.c 2
and the Khoksara Assmbly by-cloetion. As the Orissa Unit had roceived i
Jittle fimncisl aid from the Natioml Headquartcrs and hod consequontly exhauss
tod all its own rosources in the Genearal Elcctions, he roguested finaneial
assistance from the Centre.

tever he
The Treasurer, Mr. Ialchand Hirachand, stated that he would do wha o
could but cncpiaincd the difficultics in the way of collecting ﬁmﬂgtf;:kﬁcg;:i_
of the ban on contribution of funds to political portics by Joimt

icse.

The meeting thon termimted.



result is not our fault. The -
be summed up briefly. I't::‘l.a, one, 1 st the t
terdencies at the top and to defend the Oonstitut E, two,
educate the people out of the ignorance of economic 1 ;
production ard out of the tendency among people educated ag wm adf
uneducated to vote for those in power irrespéotive of whether they
deserve support or not. Both tasks are difficult but we have under— ',
taken these diffiowlt tasks and we must persevere undsunted to 3usm"
owr existence. The Swatantra Party cannot seek to justify itself by aby
form of me~too-igm.in the hope of ccquiring power, Other partics may _
follow such a line. So far me-too-ism has not brought power to those
vho practise it. A party which is dedicated to truth and to educating
the electorste cannot follow that line, It would be better to wind up,
if that be the only vay to maintain the Party's existence and leave the
pation %0 learn by goirng through the celamities that totalitarian '
rule vdll lead to, A mation cen learn through calamities, but the
Swatantra Party's mission is to save the nation from such puffering. . -.'j 'ﬂi

sa/- A
C. Rajagopalachari g




formative yeirs,

In his death the nation and the ?artr has 1&#&

strength rnd a patriotic son of Ind:!.n.. it

-




in Gii‘ferent pante of ths eountry Ih thil
is pm.-timla.rly essential to p:m"b& into t'

past aewml mnths. '.I'hejr appear to be part nf '._l:_
strategy which requires to be fully imnat.ige.te&'vﬁﬁﬁ_
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Droft resolution on Bangla Desh recommended to the General
Counsil by the Notional Executive .

The Swatentra Porty vhole-heartedly synpathisos with the poople
of Bengla Desh in thoir Eeroic struggle. It gppeals to Organisations
and peoples in India to contribute generously -nd liberally funds
and paterial to the Committee thot hos been established in Delhi to
provide relief to the people of Enst Bengal.

The Swatantra Party expresses the hope thot  world opinion will

_be mobilised to bring about an immedinte cease-fire in East Bengal
to sove any further loss of human life and property.

The blocdshed in East Bengnl, resulting in lose of liwves of
a large number of people, st in the opinion of the Swatontra
Party receive imnediate ettention of the United Nations if it is
to commmnd confidence of the world.: The UN disploys collousncss
and conplete inability to prevent heovy loss of huncn Iives. This
nons inpatred the prestige of the United Notions ond the confidence
of the people in its effectiveness. This was olso opparent on
esrlier occnsions during the tragedies in Tivet, Hungary, Biafra
and Bzechoslovekia. In the opinion of the Swyotantra Party whera
humen trogedies ore involved, immedicte steps should be token by
the United NMations to nove beyond the outdoted plea of notional
soversignty to cvolve en effective mochinery whereby fighting
sould be brought to an end.

The Swaitontra Porty earnestly wurges the Sceretary-Genvral ol
the United N-tions to comvenc an cmergent session of the Secur &y
Council cnd the Generol Assembly to meet and solve this urgent

problem.



