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i ." ~ The proceedings began with the observanc
» silence in memory of the late Prime Minister,
b ' ; I ’ [
R - The Council then adopted A resolution mmfn?
i sustained by the Swatantra cause amd the country by

death of the freedom fighter and public worker, Shri Rag
Pratap Singh of Mankapur, member of the Central Organisi
. Committee and the Leader of our Party in the U,P. Legislative
0 Asgembly, mnd conveying its condolences to the members of the
bereaved family and of the Party in U.P. '

3 The Council then considered two amendments to the = .
Constitution of the Party arising from the Report of the Sub-
Committee appointed by the III Natiopal Convention in Bangalore to
consider cert2in constitution3l 2mendments and adopted mpanimously
the following two <amendments to the Obnstitution:’ 5
‘ o B, A = = Bt
"12(a) The first eleciions to the primary bodies, District
- Committees, Btate or Regional Council and Generd
7 i Council under the revised rules shall be held before
- the end of 1964 amil thereafter by the end of every
alternate year." A ' o
n12(b) Workers and Life Workers duly enrolled by amaf,'wa
and Life Members enrolled on or before December 31,1963
will be entitled to vote in the first electi
bodies referred to in sub-clause (a)"




-
M
1

sadie g

s

4 While considering the timet3ble for elections to arty
Committees adopted by the Central Organising, Committee £§e previous !
“day, the Council decided that, for the purpose of these particular
elections no notice nged be taken of any delimitation of :
constituencies that may-be decided upom by the Delimitation

Commissiom. The view w3s lso emphasised that the normal enrolment

of Workers for the Party was to continue after July 31 and that

the enrolment of non-dues paying members should also not be
neglected.

5 Mr. G. Latchanna then proposed and Sardar Basant Singh
seconded a resolution on the 17th Amen@ment. After considerable
discussion, during which Mr. Lobo Prathu moved &n amendment, the
resolution was 3dopted as amended in the following form:

"(4) The General Council deplores the enactment of the 17th
Amendment to the Constitution, d espite all public
protests and the Swatantra Party's efforts, and pledges
1tself anew to protect peasant proprietorship and to
gecure the repeal of this Amendment at the earliest
possible moment.

(42} The Council reiterates that the Party stands for true
and good 13nd reforms for ensuring security of tenure
and fair rents without taking away any of the Fundamental
Rights guaranteed in the Constitution before the 17th
Amendment."

6. Mr. K. M. Munshi proposed and Mr, B. P. Singh seconded a
resolution in regard to food scarcity amd high prices. After
considerable discussion whe resolutiom wia unanimously adopted in
the following formi

L]

('E) Theé General Council of the Swatantra Party holds that the
current rise in prices mad shortage of supply of foocd grains
are the outcome of the doctrinaire policies wréngly followed by
the Congress Government over the past decade flouting the

laws of economics.

(44) In the name of land reform laws were passed putting a
" ceiling on the size of farmg owned by individuals, leading to
fragmentation of holdings and uncertainties in the great and
basic industry of agriculture.

(338} The basic fact to be borne in mind is that it is the larger
farms that supply a2 marketable surplus and if that supply is hit
by thoughtless legiglation with unworkable socisglistic ideas
in mind, the urban markets suffer a loss of supply and digtress
results. These ceiling laws were struck dovm by the Supreme
Court as uncons¥itutionsl on several groundsy but the 17th
Amendment has been enacted to walliate all thege unconstitutional
1aws. These laws discourage the investment of private caplt:é
bn farm production, a disincentive aggravated by the increas
and unbearable taxation 211l rcund., The 17th Amendment Egs
created the fear that the Government is beni on thetfggcigl
policy of fragmentation of ownership in land angd a:'c‘b Sy
collectivisation both of which are vicious in effec ‘
increase uncertainties.

oot



(%) TFaced with the catastrophe that m“ i3
such misguided policies and y‘riori‘kieg’

- are now seeking to find scapego e

e : _ , capegoats. The General

-~ mo evidence to justify the sweeping charges sgainat p
. and traders. 2 i ¥

(vf) The General Gouncil warns the country against the
proposals for State Trading in food grains and compulsory
leview on the peasants, which are being advanced by certain
elements in the Congress Party. Such meisures, far from
solving the problem, would aggravate it and lead to increased
blackmarketing and corruption of all kinds =nd take the country
to the brink of chaom. The failure of controls is so obvious
that it would be perverse to ignore it., No solution ghort of
decontrol of prines and movements and the removal of coﬁ_, ulsory

LY o =

c procurement willy therefore, suffice. The Swatantra P
’ should intensify its efforts to educate the people and warn
them o resist such disastrous policies. :

(vif) In the opinion of the General Council, the long term
golution of the food problem in India ig the rehabilitation of
agriculturep which is and will continue to be the means of
1ivelihood of the majority of the people for mAny genefations

e to come. The needs of the peasants, whether in regard to

{v irrigation, fertilisers, seeds and roads or the necessity

' for a guaranteed floor price or cheap credit, must thke %
priority over other measures of economic develapment, While °
a reversal of the order of priorities will in iteelf act.

as a brake on further inflation, other inflationary p6licies
of the Government, such 2s defieit finance and high excise
duties on the necessities of 1life, should be abandoned.

L L)
1

(vifi) In so far as the short ferm aspeots of the problem are
concerned, the General Council is convinced that igmediate
action on the following lines would greatly reduce the
hardship of the people, both in rural 2nd urban areas:

(6) The Centre and State Governments have been the bigrest
hodrders of food grains during the past few months. .
Although bufferstocks were available, thege were held back
from the peaple, thus contributing to panic and a rise in
prices. The Government should disgorge these hoarded
stocks and distribute, through fair-price shops and the
trade, substantial quantities from these buffer stocks,
This measure would immeciately allay panic, hald prices
down 2nd lessem the mecple's distress. |
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resobution on the sduatiom in South East dsia, After Mr. Lobo
Prabhu and Sir Homi Mody moved certain amendments, the resolution
was unanimously adopted in the following form: - T U <|

(18) e General Council calls upon members of the Party ;

The attempt to make a scapegoat of peas K
should be 42bandoned and tﬁggae with l?:now edg

experience of the supply and distributi
should be taken into confidence., There sh
consultative machinery establisked so that
exchange of information and ideas between Gover

farmers and the food grains trade, both at the e
and State levels. T

throughout the country to spread among the people an awareness
of the realities stated above #nd to see thgt gh_a- leéimﬂt? 2
rights and interests of peasants, food grain traders and
consumers are not trampled upon in an attempt at justifying
and perpetuating the wrong policies of Government which have
brought the country to this unfortunate pass.'

Mr. M. R, Masani proposed and Mr. Dahyabhai Patel seconded a il

'The General Council tskes note of the appeal made by Prime
Minister Tunku Abdul Rahman of Mal2ysia to the conscience of
the free world 2and in particular the countries of the
Commonwealth to act in providing support to Malaygia in
defence of its territory and freedom against aggression. The
Council recalls the prompt and spontanec-ds support given by
the Prime Minister of Malaysia on the very day that the
Chinese Communist troope invaded thisountry in October 196!-‘
The Council calls upon the Indian Government to declare i
publicly and without delay its full support for the de!enee..
of the security and freedom of Malaysia and ite readiness

to give all possible aid to the Malaysia Government,

The Counail expresses ihe hope that in the defence of the
independence of Laos against Communist subversion and
aggression the Government of India will shed its past policy

of non-interference and turning a blind eye to Communist
aggression will join other democratic countries in demandinz
the withdrawal of Communist forces from the territory they

have recently occupied and fziling such withdrawal give the
Government of Laos every assistance that may be poseible.

In thie context the Oouncil deplores the failure of #he
Indian representative in Laos to agsociate hingelf with the
representatives of the United States, Britain, cma_ia;ﬂ ot
Thailamd and South Vietnam in ealling for the withdra il
Communist forees from the territory selged by them hi 5 =
and asks that this unhelpful and equivoeal attitude sho '

be abAndoned.! I
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9. The meeting then terminated with some
By the President and Rajaji. ‘




