~ that supply a marketable surplus and if that supp

3. The basic fact to be borne in mind is that

1&51,51&1:&@:1 with unworkable socialistic ideas in md
suffer a loss of 5qpplsua§ﬁ-dihbngss::eéulxa.¢fﬁgiﬁg;_
‘struck down by the Supreme Court as unconstitutional on s
but the "‘t?__’fh amendment has been enacted to validate all these
 utional laws. These laws discourage the investment o 'wi .
o farm production, a disicoentive aggravated by the increased

_---gﬁhgg_—r.fpb'ln tax&t.i’on"a-ll round. The 17¢h Amendment has ¢
that the Government is pent on the double policy of fra;m&nuﬁ or
ownership in land and artificial collectivisation both of which _'
vicious in effect and increase uncertainties., . ot

4, = Apart from the jll-conceived agrarian policies, the steep
in the price of food grains is the result of the general rise ir
prices _;iu'e to the inflationary policies of the Congrcss Government.
‘These inflationary policies have taken mapny forms, among them being '

N ficif fipande, heavy exclse dnties and saled, taxes, copanced land ;
revenue and other leviea and, above all, the false order of orivit
ip the II and III Five-YeaTr Plans where quick yielding actl
as agriculture, road building and rural processing indust
neglected in favour of 16w and slow yielding hmﬁ'ym

5 Faced with the catastrophe that must in tably

misguided policies and priorities, the Congress v
General Council finds I}ﬁ

seeking to find scapegoats. The



) 8 . In 50 far as the short term aspects of the problem are concerned,

tantra Party should intensify its efforts to educate the

~warn them to resist such disastrous policies,

~ 7. In the opinion of the General Council, the long term sol i

the focd problem in India is the rehabilitation of agriculture, wk

and will continue to be the means of the livelihood of the majority

the people for many generations to come. The needs of the pusant_a_;l.'f.__l ‘

whether in regard to irrigatiom, fertilisers, eeeds and roads or {'.I_'Q& 2t
necessity for a guaranteed floor price or cheap credit, must take 3
priority over other measures of economic development. While such a

reversal of the order of priorities will in itself act as a brake on _
further inflation, other inflationary policies of the Government, such a_q-f‘_:‘-ﬁ
deficit finance 2nd high excise duties én the necegsities of life, should :-E
be abandoned. v

v
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the General Council is convinced that immediate action on the gsmning
lines would greatly reduce the hardship of the people, beth in rural
-

‘and urban areas: W

(1) The Centre and State Governments have bees the biggest hoarders of
food 'grains during the past fiw monthé. Although buffer stocks
werc available, these were held back from the people, thus
contributing to panic and & rise in prices. The Government should
disgorge these hoarded stocks and distribute, through -(ai-‘lf."-i!l'yﬂ_e.
Ishops and the trade, substantial guantities Irom these Im_!t.!il" ﬁ_iw
This measure would immediately allay panic, hold prices dm‘nni

i
lessen the people's distress.

(2) The zonal arrangements should be terminated and a common free AR

e



9. The General Council calls upon members of the Eﬂt&%
the country to sprEad among the people an awareness of the—r

'h’ Hhﬂ{ grnin tradess und{bonsumera to see’ Gmnt thair rights and interesﬁﬁ'
not trampled upon in 2n attempt at justifying and parpatunting-#&;
wrong policies of Government which have ‘brought the cauntry to this

unfortunate paes.
. ¥
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