Daily Telegraph, June 28, 1075,

David Loshalc believes it is only a matter of time tefore
India calls ¥rs. Gandki and Ler henchnen to account,

THE HESSIAZ WIT? FETT OF CLAY

The recent visitor to India Tinde a changer scene on arrival,
after the year of "emergency"” rule ordeined by lrs. Gandhi.

Once, there was a ubbub of ascorted perters, rickshaw wallahn,
beggar children, dealers in black market noney, "guides",
8windlers and fixers of every moral hue., Order has now been
vrested from that chaos, The weary traveller is not now harassed
- unless, perheps, as & journalist, he arouses the especial suapi=
cions of the passport men,

What assails the eyo todey is not a colourful melee of
bumanity but s rash of buge porters enjoining the popul ence
to worthy deeds- the Thoughts, as it were, of Choirman Indira.
"The only cure for poverty is hard verk"; "Discipline is the
watchword of the hour", ond such like, India has changed,

Or has 1t? There moy be mo beggar childrer ct tle pir-ort or
the border, no beggars, mirabile dictu, i> the sireets at oll.
But are there no beggars in India? Eas a yeor's"hord work"
disposed of, or even measurescbly lesscned poverty? Mo Flack
marketeers 8idle up with dubious wares: has., then corruption
of this, and other, kinds been finished off? Mercly to pose
such questions is to expose the "emerpgoncy" for the cssential
frand it is.

Certainly, the yeor since lirs. Gandhi shut down Indian democracy
bas not been without echievement, "The trairne run on time".
Students study instend of demonstrote. Some nspects of the
adminstration and the economy work more efficiently: all this,
as "10686 agnd ALl That" would heve it, is "a good thing".

But there arc other facets of the emorgency's "nchievementa”,
Frecedom of specch bas beer obolished, unimnownble numbers of

Mrs, Gondhi's noliticrl opponents(or otbers vho have crosaed

her family's pcth) inenrcarnted, the judiciory suborned, corr-
uption trersmuted from the back roons of netty bureauerncy into

a meinsprine of cerntrzl roverrnpent, 78 nersonified in the emergence
to rear-supreme power of the sinister Serjay Gondhi, son u? the
Frine Hinister, Crovwn Prince, Lord Wigh "xecutioner and Peir
apperent of the llehru dypasty.

It is he who is credited, by Delhi rumour(the prime sourec of
winformation" in the absence of any relieble news), with having
spurred his mother inte seizinog djct?toriu? power & year nro.
This is, almost certainly, 2 paive simplificstion. For 1this
now plain that ¥rs. Candhi- never, really, a democrat uitko;
by persuasion or practice(ony more than her father was)- "a
carefully leid tke ground for her coup over several years.

A series of astute menoeuvres Wor ber cuntr?l of 211 t@n nPi? 2
levers of power: eovery trench of the i9tellxgence scrvices, 1o
exanple, including even tax investipation had cnrafully :o::E
transferred from tundry Hinistries to her_own ?ff:ce. A

same time, picked men were quietly placed in 01. the keyt BT
adminstrative positions, putflocking any potentisl resista
agnong the politicinns.



B ERRICE e

In this sense, the e
indin, deupit; thg_::;:g::cy has cot been any great leap into & rew phase for
0 overt tyramny. It is a lo : :
g . giczl development of what i
therefore, has not baen fundementally :E:nged. wr Do e O

This indeed, is the claim of Hrs. Gandhi of her not
Gotourage, tadof e syiophrm von aete s Fearets ToD e ticlelly repotable
5 is thfir argument that only a tiny ninority, middle class and intolloot;al
of India's 610 millions, is "inconvenienced" by the barsh "disciplines™ of ih;
emcrgency. Fair point: for the 200 million who border on starvation, the tens of
millions more who lack shelter health care, education ond averythin; else except
de?pair, it ie truec that the abolition of habeas corpus for 200,000 nnlitiuul'p
prisoncrs (a comparative handful), the imposition of Prass censorsbin, thke
stifling of parlismentary democracy, the leszalised pervernion of justice, are and
can be nothing other than as academic and irrelevant as tho bald-learted prettfying
of the anproach to Calcutta from Dum Dum airnort (the only evident benefit of the
emergency in that hell-hole of n city).

Spurious Claim.

.he edergency is indeed irrelevant to India's needs: its proponents give the lie
to their own cause.

Nonetheless, to a great mass of Indian humankind, Mrs, Gandhi, daughter of the
father of the nation and blessed, by a quirk, with the name of its greatest
teacher, is as a messiah. She rightly cleims(as Fitler claimed) to have " the
people” on ker side.

It is, in this light, a pity that Mrs. Gandhi failed to complete hor PPE course

at Oxford; just possibly it might have kept her from the self-delusions ol such

a spurious claim. It is easy, of course, to be critical of India, and Mrs. Gondhi
is understandably " fed up" with Western criticisme that misiske the unigue
pattern of her nation and which are too often based ( ae South African whites

are also wont to complnin) on double standards. But it is not pious to point to
the lessons of history, or even to what has heppened in ench of India's neighbours,
to show in graphic form how dire the perils of dictatorship cnn be.

Even the infallibility of Popes is o synthesis of deeply-pondered Vaticar opinion,
Lut Mrs. Gendhi has set herself above the law, above resireint and correction,
beyond disinterested guidance from officinls who are better than yes-men, away
from the choeks and balances of (doubtlessly irritating) political opposition
and(occasionally irrespnnsible) pewspaper criticiam. Pakistan was rent asunder
and Bangladesh brought close to ararchy and collapse by dictetors who thought
they knew all the answers. There is no reaaon_in Fb%nk tk?t India, similar
in vital ways, would not, similarly led, end in similar diraster.

Mrs Gandki looks, on the face of it, strong. Put thie, again, is to misunderntond:
her position is essentially fragile. It is, no donbt, hegaﬁﬂe_ﬂ??, and her
henchmen, sense this that they beve resorted to cruelty and wvindictiveness ng
political imstruments: taetices of the furdementally weak, In that weaknosc can
lie no solutions to any of Indis's main problems. It can only exacernble them in

the longer run.

i i i f dieipline
i ears ago I wrote that Mrs, Gandhi bas yet fo instil a sente 0
Fl:: ;eszopli whose supreme indiscipline, while perhaps their grontest-tpnrn,
3 also their greatest failing. Sadly, that remains true: "discipline inposed
;;sforce is not the instilled gelf-discipline needed then and needed now.

Mrs, Gandhi is in sole charge, with no one left to
atter of time before

contrel of India from
The price in blood

today, as never before, :
E?:me whE; things go wrong. One fears it can only be s m
Mys. Gandhi, or the gang led by ber son who now seek total
;er.henvily guarded Delbi bungelow, are called to account.

could be heavy.



