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Here are some instances that have come o light recently:

1. Geoorge Fernandes' mother, Mrs Alice Fernandes, who

» is 65 and livee in
Baﬂeulumﬁthherhwbmdaaedﬁ-aheartmﬂent+.nmﬂwmhn
lettar.tothaPraaident of India. In it she related the horrifying story of
hou_herMyauOldmn.humcmvdmha:hadnotlﬁ.ngatantodouthpouﬁm
mhﬂkentwthaponceml!ay1onafslsepram. She bed no ides what had
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On May 21 she finally met him and this/augat she writest

"I was taken to the cell to see him ... I found him looking dead. He was unable
to move except without two persons helping him sbout, and then too with great
pain and limping. His left side is without use as if crippled, and both his
left leg and hand are still swollen. He is in a mentally and physically wrecked
cnllﬂition and iﬁ mﬂble to talk frealy 'ﬂithﬂut fﬁltﬁrins saw HB lnbkaﬂ mat"‘
1y haggard and he has lost at least 20 kg during these 20 daya."

This state of health was the result of days of continuous beating and interroga-
tion about the whereabouts of George Fernandes. Mrs Fernandos states in her
letter that none of her family know anything sbout the movements of her son
George. Tet her youngest son Michagl was also detained under MISA on December
22, 1975 and is still in jail. Lewrence was served a MISA detention order on
Mpy 22, signed by the Police Commissioner of May 21. According to Mrs Fernandes
he has been "dotained in a cell meant for condemned criminals or for convites
who arc mentally unsound or are under punishment for wiolation of jail rules®.
There are no other MISA detenus in his cell.

2. Twenly five year old Mandakini Dave is in jeil in Gujarat and shares a cell
with prostitutes and women charged for murder. ¥hen she tock ill and was sent
to hospitel, she was given pills but no water for swallowing them. Finally she
requested that she be sent back to the jail.

3. The system of taking hostages under MISA confinues, as is illustrated in the
cese of Lawrence Formandes. In order to catch ihe President of the Tarun Shanti
Sona, his brother was arrcsted. The formet surrendered but now both brothers
are in jail. Similarly in Madhya Pradeew, in ordor to caich a woman, her nine
vear old dsughter uns errcrted end is still in jeil.

Thase are only a fow instauces. There ars hundreds mora. They undorline the
velidity of that overworn maxim: "Power corriyis ard absolute power corrupts
sbeolutely." When cxcessive power is concentmated in a fow hands, when the
weapons of fear and terror cro ised to cow down the people, when the natural
checks and balenees inherent in a democratic porcess, like a fres press, arc
pushed aside, the inevitable consequonce ig the over abundance of this ldnd of
abuse. And it is the ordinmary people, tho powerless, wiho suffer and yeot the
Government continucs to porpetizte this state of affairs in their names.
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Can a stable country be built om such injustices? Wiil not the force of the
gnger and resentment buildirg up in thousands of people burst through at some
stage? And is it not possible, that without leritimate outlets like the press,
the outburst ¥will be far more vimiont and dawaging than it need have been.

be complecent about the state of affeirs because
injustice has not touched them persc-clly or those who are near to thEJ!l-' But
if ostrich-like we continue to prccigim that ellfis fine, that net of injustice
will grow biggor end ensnare us when it is too late to da snything. Unloss we
docide that it is our perscnal responsibility to croate an awnrcness end an
awekening, even in our ¢'m circle to begir witn, no one else is going to do it.
- i i rights =0 ) who want to
t ic roctly logal snd wathin our rights to form cells of people
ikencdl seabiiiond e in the country, who wznt to think together what to

kmow what is really happening in
duk_;d who want to plan for the future. Such cells could be formed within evory

profession, in difforent inatitutions, in waricus neighbourhoods.

There ere meny who continue to



