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PrisonersTortured

From Leslie Morphy

BOMBAY. — India‘s
opposition e d

o
eifects of monthe lress
and  detentign, gn not
Y& Up his dream of

has always been
known, now lves wi .
mnmmmnn:uﬂn

e .

ARATAN
st peop
magdigen "’m';'n'?:f w
down In ﬁa early hours of
June 28 last year when (e
country’s first slate of inler-
Bal ey Y was declared,
He mpent more than four
monihs in detention and u
Because' of "hia' Sariie’ b
o
o (OF his rapidly fail.
He recovered mufMlclently to
lesve hosgital at “‘mﬂlg ot
3 wney
lived guletly in ﬂml‘nh:;r’. —
The ordeal h
his potitical Lrjr::;ew
hours before his arrest he

told & blg mafly In New Delh
Lhat h%'n M‘.lﬂl'.:: Ml‘-il

e
Indira Omodhl was ng ta
#slubish & diclator
India (Reuter) . i
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Fram Mr Japaprakesh Narayan

Sir, L surprises and pains me (o

tfigd somc Western democrarnc

Jecdery giving certificates to Mrs
acy

bave been concentrated in the hands

of the Prime Minister, the entire

Oppotition has been put in prison,

press has- been completely
muzsled and the world Is fed with
onesided propaganda.

Mrs Gandh| claims tha: wharever
she has done is according w the
congtitution. This s true oaly

/ because she hay declared an emer.

!nq' Bives, according to the

oastitunon, very large powers to
' the executive. For instance, as long

as the emergency lasts, Mrs Gandhi

may go om posiponi elecuions 1o

the * Houss the Indian
Parliament as long &5 sha wished.
She has already done this for a year,
Howsoever unfair, and emscranc
thar might be, it would still be
Constifutional.

As for the emergency itsell being
Justified or not, 1 suggest tha
unprejudiced - demecratic  leaders
from the West should coma to [nda
and find our H the condioons
in this country prior m June 26

(the ;day emergency was declared) cannot
word such as to jusdfy declaraiion Yours, eic,

of emergency, arrests of thouwsands
ol persoas, imposition aof prem
censorifip of a kind rthai even the

THE TIMES

British in".J'HTLllI!h had map thought
of. Mrs Gandhi po doubt paings u
frightlul picrure of pretwenty-sixth
June Indis and makes out as if
there was such violence growing in
this coontry, thay thers was danger
even to her lie and that of her
family (as she told an lralizsn lady
press reperier).

Az I was at the head of the
people’s movement, I affirm with
sll the sincerity and honesty |
possess thas there was & minimum
of wvialence, contidering the depth
and spread of the movement and its
intensity, and further thar wherever
I or my vusted colleaguss were able
to reach, what isolated violence had
broken out was immediately brought
under conmol. In many cases, the
violence was provoked by the
Congress  FParty and  government
themuelves, "Mrs Gandhu’s and her
government's propagands s merely
o justifly bher persensl dictarorship.

The least the Western democrats
can do ia to desist from issuing chits
to Mry Gandhi. By doing se, they
will enly succeed in destroviog
whatever scracy i left in this
country an

As L
sick-bed

JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN,
laskok Haspiral,
Botbay

From Qur Own Comrespon
New York, June 2 o kT esimeny

torture and
prisovers has been submiired

Dr Waldbebe, Smml;:n.f:: mﬂ:‘“m merting live Siutes,
request that s huul:'n::. o h‘,dnmul:'i.ﬂ' "‘hd"“.‘: ; mﬁ: of the | nerne

be can

undertaken. The repory Lt Mecks .'f::m" r:'
torture a3 one of the” elements
In & policy of * anti libertarian

slatlon wnd i
wctlon * In recans .'.:::'“"" t“]"I:"rlllg:nwllll been

A report sccming India of g:“lﬂlu of wictima,

beutali The
iy towards Inclisde

Oxford Action Group

- The Oxford Action Group Agalnst

Dictatorship in Indls was formed in May
1976 by a local mucleus of British and
Indlan trade unionists, students snd
academics. The Group aims st mobilis-
Ing workers and students and thelr
unions and political organtsations againal
British support for the landiord-capital-
ist dictatorship in Indis. The Group has
five'maln demands;

L. Releass of all political prisoners,
whether srrested before of after June
1975.

2. Repeal of the Emergency and all
ather repressive leghslstion, including
the Defence of India Rules and the
Maintenance of Internal Security Act;
3. Establichment of full civil liberties,
Including freedom of the press and of
association and the right to strike;

4. Lifting of presidential rule in all
states of the [ndisn Union and the
granting of full sutonomy and equal
rights to all linguistic, ethnic and
religious minorities; and

5. Ending of all forms of imperialistic
intervention in India by the termina-
tion of foreign economic and military
aid to the present dictatorship and the
return to the Indian people withow

el cordy  mag &
anging them an-n?i--
* wropiane I-h

ubmii: o8 human
The repoct b tha {f :
Sangharsh Beadtl, e Toma IH:?:;:,.“:-:“ g
truggle Committee, which i York The m'pi-l!-t
mide up of a |nwr of lowr dncumente - and
es. It sccusel charmes thay [ndin in

I:‘ IHTI" I.l'.;ilill!i -l
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adian Government of an |he Unjted N Moo bt
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heutality, starvation and sther on
€inil mmd polingsl
£, ang lr-u:n“-u eha by

Pty and A requens for s imvg
ke been
[oen0 tortury. aliened For Do e by
Tr! weel rads  of Indiam muin

e United R

tepayment of all ksets In remed
by foreign capitalisty, o
The Group organised a public meet-

Chiel Econoimic Adviser to the
Governmer.t of Indis end now et bet-
spoken crltic of s economic paticlas),
Dr. Biplap Datgupta (Comvenor, Com
mittee for Civil Liberiles in Indis), -
Cautam Apps (President, Indian
Woarkers Amociation, London, and
representative of the Allisnce Ageinl
Fascist Dictatorship in Indis convessd
by Mary Tyler) and Upali o
(representative of the Astan

Forum and the Campaign for Releam
of Indizn Political Prisoners). The
meeiing sdopted by an overvhelming
majority the politcal resolution
moved by the convenars of the Oxfoed
Group.,

The Group has been

actively in student bodies and the
trade union movement. The s udeat.
bodles of six Oxford colleges have *
already passed resolutions sndoriing
the Groups® demands and calling o
the Oxford University Srudents’

Union and the National Union of
Students 1o adopt » similar poli~

Press Censorship and Indira's
Biographer by a speciaf correspondent
A recent episode involving Zareer
Masani, suthor of a biography of Indira
Gandhi, Mustrates the Machisvellian
falsifications 1o which the Gandhl
dictatorship’s press agents resort in
order (o bolsier the unpopular kmage
of their leader. The original British
edition of Masani's biographiy, publish-
ed in June 1975, was banned in Indla
because it predicied the establishmant
of a dictatorship by Mrs Gandhl. This
hat not prevented Samacher, the
Government news agency, from
attempting to atm Masand &8 & sip-
porter of the Gandhi dictstorship n 8

neth eport cared on 29 A 1978
by e Timcr of Indig and The

Statezman

The news Lem in question = 8
il fully doctored selection of < ~pta
from o review by Paol Grime

New York Times of the epdatr
American edition of Maseni's - maphy,
published last inonth. OnThe * dof
s slioy remark |n this iwre -
wrad astonished fo Mo himeel! o Oed
with the view “that M+ Gand ' 'ad no
choice bull to erfon - disciplin - an
sirikes, cont A mrpders grd ut '=uly
puniih the corwrt Misal, howevr,
had argued i b bows i Indire
Gandhi's deciviom 10 mpose emenescy

* rule was dicts - “y any lepomeis
nims o come T o bt by 1+ cone
TR sos -ul mabi = &
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ny drop of 1ife which, .y Rabm.
drarai™ Tugore once s, ls like
locking ior Lafinity In & drop™
! “"Although
hé peems fo have leftist [nelina-
tons, be Is neilber & prescher
of any religion nor a peddier of
any ldeology. ™

And Fay confmnied by the
Journalist probing his political
stance st & Ume when India is
in the throes of jls most gerious
post-independence political crials
becomes quietly evaxive: “My
maln commentary Is on the hii-
man conditlon, not social and
policles™ he says. ~“My
Job s simply Lo present Lhe prob-
lema as clearly and hotiestly aa

An unsatlsfactory reply perbaps
for soemecne whose fllms portray
“iha of Lthe poor, and

the values b2 lowes? Yet
beneaih ‘this, perhaps defenaive,
warn s that

Eloguent Critic

Minoo Masani s an intelectonl |

of & different iype. Eharp-lofigu-
od, opinionated, even abrasive, he
s arguably the most eloquent
eritie of M Jandhi’s Indis. An
energeiic man of TO, he has &
formidabls pedigree. A veleran
tnmate from Myhalma
Oandhis civll dbobediense cam-
palgrs. he has been jolil pec-
fetary of the All India Bocialist
party, mayor of Bombay. and =
member of Parllament He ocould
have been Nebrus foreign pec-
retary but his refasal to §o along
with Nehma with his emphasis
oo heavy Indusiriallzalion and &
pro-Soviel foreign policy extrang-
ed him Hia sword 1§ hia pen
Hia first book, “Our Indja™ s
the all-time best ssller In India
with sales sppromching & million
copira. Now ihere la & Murry af
articles. pamphieta and books

His philosaphy today Is & melang®

India: A Search for Vitality

By Jonathan Power

of Ben. Henry Juckson, Alexander
Bolzhenitsyn, agd Willy Brandt on
Internalionsl affalrs and Mahati-
ma flmm en village develop-
ment—which s him

o, e agalnst
LM Oandhd, he says, has
mmashed the Constitubion. The
ﬂf.ﬂhll of fear which ls now
\ We have ls deceplive. It
deprives (hoss In sulbority of
h':;:u;“. of the extent of dis-
mtlsfaciion among the people and
of dlssent from official polices. . .
It ls & prescription for popular
allenation which may take iLhe
farm of & word or & look, & sign
—&ven sllence. Tt cannot be sup-
pressad

demacral? It s, In my view, ko

romanticism on the ona
band and erwven fear on Lhe
other, Hs should endesver, o
whatever littls sntent may be pos-
sibly within the lmits of legality,

Tt waa & battle that provoked “!:!

Oandhi's gweeping b
civil Uberties 1n India JP,. sa
he i called was arvested, jalled,

and Ihem reweaed s his besilh
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and Vision
heredd Rt Ml

s And he still EatEtaine trat
“Phe may In her pwm (Dlareis
rhangs back o normale)

destructinle form of B's Mol &
pleasant Image. bul « faly one
for iren w4 mew Yo U Me
Gandty =- 04 later 8 Indied
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