RESOLUTION

This conference of editors, columnists and reperters of
sevoral journals and periodicals in Cujarat strongly disappears
of the neasure of pre-consorship imposed by the Goversnment of
India soon after the proclamation of omergency. The froedom of
the press which is only an aspect of frecdom of exprossion is
basic to any democratic soclety. This freoedom should notba
Suspendad even in a situation of grave cmergency bocause a froc™
press can be a valuable assot to the people in such a situation.

Morcover this conference strongly protosts against tho
mExxu¥® manner in whiech the pre-censorship order 1s implenmonte
in practice. Thc censors betray a woeful lack of understanding
the scope of the order and show unduc sensitivity while exercis
ing theilr powers. They apply their blue~poncils even on the mosg
innocuous copy ¢nd often act with a bias in favour of the rulin
party.

Morcover instances have come to light which show that th
Covermments and their spguncies employ all sorts of pressurc
tactics and coorcive methods to compel tho press to withhold [y
from publication news and coruments which arc inconveniont to
the Govermment though legally not objectionable and may be
reyuwiz~1 %~ tn wvhliched in the bost interests of tho publics
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Those methods cannot be too strongly condemned.
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