Text of letter addressed to the Prime Minister by Mr, Jayaprakash
Nardyan while in detention on July 21, 1975.

Dear Prime Minister,

I am appalled at press reports of your speeches and interviews.
(The very fact that you have to say something everyday to justify your
action implies m guilty eomcianc:g. Having muzzled the press and every
ldnd of public dissent, you continue with your distortions and umtruth
without fear of criticism or contradiction, If you think that in this
way you will be able to justify yourself in the public eye and damn the
Opposition to political perdition, you are sorely mistaken. If you doubt
this, you may test it by revoking the emergency, restoring to the pecple
their findamental rights, restoring the freedom of the press, releasing
all those whom you have imprisoned or detained for no other crime than
performing their patriotic duty, Nine ye Madam, is not a short
period of time for the people, who are gi witd a sixth sense, to have
found you out,

The burden of your Song, as I have been able to discover, is that
(a) there was a plan to paralyse the government, (b) that one person had
been trying to spread disaffection among the ranks of the civil and
military forces. These seem to be your major notes. But there have been
also minor notes, Every now and then you have been daling out your obiter
dicta, such as the nation being more important than democracy and about
the suitebility of social democracy to India, and more in the same vein,

As I am the villain of the piecs, let me put the record straight.
This may be of no interest to you - for all your distertion and umtruth
are wilful and deliberate - but at least the truth would have been
recorded,

About the plan to paralyse the government, There was no such plan
and you know it, Let me state the facts,

Of all the Statcs of India it was in Bihar alone where there was a
people's movement, But there too, according to the Chief Minister's
many statements, it had fizzled out long ago, if it had ever cxisted.
But the truth is - and you should kmow if your ubiquitous Intelligence
has gerved you right - that it was spreading and percolating deep down in
the countryside, Until the timc of my arrest "janata Sarkars" were being
formed from the village upwards to the Block level. Later on, tha precess
was to be taken up, hcpefully, to the district and State level.

If you have cared to lock into the programme of the janata earkars,
you would have found that for the mostpart it was constructive, such as:
regulating the public distribution system, checking corruption at the
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lower levels of administration, implementing the land reform laws sottling
disputes through the age-old custom of conciliation and and arbitration,
assuring fair deal to harijans, curbing such social evils as tilak and dshes,
ete, There was nothing in all this that by any stretch of the tion
could be called subversive, Only whoro the Janata sarkars were s
organised that such programmes as non-payment of taxcs were taken up., At
the peak of the movement in urban arcas an attempt was made for somo days,
through dharna and picketing, to stop tho working of govornment offices,
At Patna whenovor tho Assembly opencd attompts were made to persuade the
Mombers to rosign and to provent them peacefully from going in. A1l these
werc calculated programmes of civil discbedience, and thousands of men and
women wore arrcsted all over thaiState.

If all this adds up to an attempt to paralyse the Bihar government,
well, it was tho samo kind of attempt as wes made during the freodom
struggle through non-ccoperation and satyagraha to paralysc the British
governmont. But that was a government cstablished by foree, whorcas the
Bihar government and legislaturc arc both constitutionally ostablished
bodics. What right has anyone to ask an elected govermment and oleccted
legislature to go? This is ono of your favourite questions, But it has
been answerod umpteen times by compotent persons, including well-known
constitutional lawyers. The answer is that in a democracy the people do
have the right to ask for the resignation of an elected govormment if it
has gone corrupt and has been misruling. And if there is a legislature
that persists in supporting such a govornment it too must go, so that the
poople might choose better representatives,

But in that casc how can it be detormined what the people want?
In the usual domocratic manner. In the case of Bihar, tho mammoth rallies
and processions held in Patna, the thousands of constituency meetings hold
all over thc State, the three-days! Bihar bandh, the memorable happenings
of the 4th of MNovember and the "largest ever" meeting held at tho Gandhi
naiden on Noveabor 18 woro a convincing mcasure of the peoplo's will, And
what had the Dihar government end Congress to show on their side? The
miserable counter—offensive of Novembor 16, which had becn master-minded
br Shri Barooz: and on which, according to reliasble reports, the fantastic
sum of 60 lakhs of ripoes werc spent. But if that was not conclusive
enough proof, I had askcd repeatedly for a plobiscite. But you were afraid
to face the peoples

While I am on tho Bihar movement, lot me mention another important
point that would illuminc the palitics of such a type of movement. The
students of Biher did not start their movement just off the bat as it were,
Aftcr formilating their demands at a confcrence they had met the Chief
Minister snd the Education Minister. They had had ac*.-!_:ral mectings. But
unfortunately the inopt and corrupt Bihar government did not take the dea
students seriously. Then tho latter gheraced the Assembly. The sad ove
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of that day procipitated the Bihar movement. Even then the students did
not demend the rcsignation of the Ministry nor the dissclution of the
Assembly., It was after several weeks dutting which firing, lathi charges
and indiscrimina e arrests took place, that the Students' Action Committoe

felt compelled to put up that demand. It was at that point that the
Rubicon was crossed.

Thus in Bihar, the governmont was given a chance to settlo the issues
across the table, Nonc of tho demands of the students was wnreansconable or
non-negotiable, But the Biher govornment preferred the mothod of struggle,
i.e., wparalleled repression. It was the same in U,P. In either case the
government rejectod the path of negotiation, of trying to settle the issucs
across the table, and chose the parth of strife, Had it beon otherwisc,.
there would have becn no movement at all,

I have pondecred over this riddle: why did not thoso governments act
wisely? The conclusion I have arrived at is that the main hurdle has becn
corruption. Somchow the govornmonts have been unoble to desl with corrup-
tion in thoir ranls, particularly at the top lovel: tho Ministerial lewol
itself, And corruption has becn the contral point of tho movement, parti-
cularly corruption in the government and the administration,

Be that as it may, oxcept for Bihar there was no movoment of its dnd
in any other State of India, In U,P, though satyggraha had started in
April, it was far from becoming a peoplc!s movement, In somo other States
though struggle committecs had been formed, there secmed to bo no possibi-
lity of a mass movement anywhero, fAnd as the genoral clection to the Lok
Sgbha was drawing near, the attention of the Opposition parties was turned
morc towards the coming cleoctoral struggle than to any struggle involving
civil disobedicnee.

Thus, the plan of which you speak, the plan to paralysc tho gowmmnt,
is a figment of your imagination thought up to justify your totalitarian
measures.

But suppose I grant you for a minute, for argument's sake, that thore
wes such a.u‘;gan, dog;ou honestly believe that your crstwhile colleague,
the former Deputy Prime Minister of India, and Chandra Shekhar, a member
of the Congress Working Committee, were also a party to it? Then why have
they also been arrested and many others like them?

Prime Minister, there was no plen to paralysc the government,
If thl::-,e dwifw plan, it HE!..:.I a simple, innocent and short-time plan to
continue ntil the Supreme Court decided your appeal, It was this plz.mth I
that was armowunced at the Ramlila grounds by Nonafi Doshmukh on the 25th « .
Juno and which was the subject matter of my spocch that evening,
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The programme was for a sclected mmber of parsons to offor satyagraha
before or ncar your residence in support of tho demand that you should

stop down wmtil the Supreme Court's Judgment on your appeal, The programmo
was to continue for soven days in Delhi, aftor which it was to be taken

up in the States. And, as I have said above, it was to last only wntil the
Judgment of the Supreme Court., I do not sce what is subversive or dangorous
about it, In a democracy the citizen hns an inalienable right to ciwvil
disobedience when he finds that other channels of redress or reform have
dried up. It goes without saying that the satyngrahi willingly invites

and accepts his lawful punishment. This is the new dimension added to
demo;;'glc_z_:lrj by Gandhi, What an irony that it should be obliterated in Gandhi'as
own .

It should be noted - and it is a very important point - that even this
programme of satyagraha would not have occurred to the Opposition had you
remncined content with quietly clinging on to your office., But you did not
do it. Through your henchmen you had rallies and demenstrations organised °
in front of your residence begging you not to resign, You addressed these
rallies and justifying your stand advanced spurious arguments and heaped
celumy on the head of the Opposition. /n effigy of the High Court Judgo
was burnt before your residence and posters appeared in the city suggestin
some kind of link between the judge and the C,I,A. When such despicable
happenings were taking place every day, the Opposition had no alternative
but to counteract the mischief., JAnd how did it decide to do it? Not by
rowdyism but by orderly satyagraha, self-sacrifice.

It was this "plan" and not any imaginary plan to paralyse the govern-
ment that has aroused your ire and cost the people their liberties and
dealt a death-blow to their democracy.

ind why has the freedom of the press been suppressed? Not because
the Indian press wms irresponsible, dishonest or anti-government. In fact,
nowhere, under conditions of freedom, is the press more responsible,
reasonable and fair thean it has been in India., The truth is that your
anger against it was aroused because on the question of your resignation,
after the High Court's judgment, some of the papers took a ling that was
highly umpalatable to you. And when on the morrow of the Supreme Cowrt
judgment all the metropolitan papers, including the wavering Times of India,
came out with well-reasoned and forceful editorials advising you to quit,
freedom of the press became too much for you to stomach, That cooked the
goosc of the Indian press, and you struck your deadly blow. It staggers
onel!s imagination to think that so valuable a freedom as freedom of the
press, the very life-breth of derocracy, can be snuffed out because of the
personal pique of a Prime Minister,
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You have accused the Opposition of trying to lower the
position of the country's Prime Minister. But in reality thapr::?'-bgg;z

the other leg. No one has done more to lower the position and prestige

of that great office than yourself., Can one ever think of the Prime
Minmister of a democratic country who cannot even vote in his parliament
because he has been found guilty of corrupt electoral practicos? (The
Supreme Court may reverse the High Court's judgment - most probably it ~* . °
will be in this atmosphere of terror - but as long 28 that is not done your
guilt and your deprivation of your right to vote remain),

As for the "one person” who is supposed to have tried to sow
disaffection in the armed and police forces, he denies the charge. All
that he has done is to make the men and officers of the Forces conscioua
of their duties and responsibilities, Whatever he has said in that
coﬁnctg.on is within the law: the Congtitution, the Army Act and the
Police Act.

So much for your major points: the plan to paralyse the govern-
ment and the attempt to sow disaffection in the armed and police forces.
Now a fow of your miner points and obiter dicta,

You are reported to have said that democracy is not more important
than the nation, Are you not presuming too much, Madam Prime Minister?
You are not the only onoc who cares for the nation, Among those whom you
have detained or imprisoned therc are many who have done much more for
the nation than you. And everyone of them is as good a patriot as ;
yourself, So, please do not apply salt to owr wounds by lecturing to us
about the nation.

Moreover, it is a false choice that you have formilated. There is
no choico betweon democracy and the nation. It was for the good of the
nation that the people of India declared in their Constituont Asscmbly
on the 26th Novembor, 1949, that "Wo the people of India having solemnly
rosolved to constitute India into a Sovereign Democratic Republic....give
to ourselvos this Constitution"., That demoeratic Condtitution cannot be
changed into a totalitarian one by a more ordinance or a law of Parliament,
That can be done only by the pecple of India themselves in their now
Constituent Assombly, especially clected for that specific purpose,

If Justice, Liberty, Equality end Fraternity have not been rendered to
Na1]l its citizens® even after a quarter of a century of signing of that
Constitution, the fault is not that of the Constitution or of democracy
but of the Congress party that has been in power in Delhi all these yoars,
It is precisely because of that failure that there is so much wmrest
emong the people and the youth, Repression is no remedy for that. On
the other hand, it only compounds the failurc,
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I, no doubt, sece that the papers aro full those days of roparts of
new policies, now drives, show g:‘pnau onthusinsn, Lpp:;:nﬂ.w you are
trying to make up for lost time, that is to say, you arc making a show
of doing herc and now what you failed to do in nmine yeara, But your
twonty points will go the samo way as your ton points did and the "stray
thoughts, But I assurc you this time the pcople will not be fooled.

Lnd T assure you of anothor thing too: a part of sclf-scckors and Spine~
less opportunists and joe-hugurs such as tho Congress, alas, has bocome
can never do anything worthwhile., (Not all Congrossmen are such. Thore
are quite a fow excoptions, such ns those who have been deprived of their
party membership and some of them their froodom. So that according to
the @% of totalitarianism, there could bo no criticism oven within
the party). There will be a lot of propagandn and mako-ado on paper but
on the ground level the situation will not change tho least. The condition
of the poor - and they arc the great majority over the greater part of the
country = has been worseming over the past years. It would be enough if
the downward trend were arrested. But for that your whole approamch to
politics and cconomics will have to change,

I have written the above in utter frenkness without mincing words,
I have done so not out of anger or So as to get even with you in words,
No, that would be a show of impotenee. Nor docs it show mny lack of
approciation for the carc that is boing taken of my health. I have done
it only to place the naked truth before you, which you have been trying to
cover up and distort.

Having performed this umploasant duty, may I conclude with a fow
parting words of advice? You lmow I am an old man, My life's work ia
done, And aftor Prabha's going I have nothing and no onc to live for.

My brother and nephew have their family and my younger sistor-- tho clder
died ycars ago -- has her sons and deughters, I have given all my life,
after finishing education, to the country and asked for nothing in retumm.
So, I shall be content to die a prisoner under regiue,

Would you listen to the advice of such a man? Floase do not destroy
the foundations that the Fathor of the Nation, including your notile father,
had 1aid down. There is nothing but strifc ond suffering along the path
that you have taken. You inherited a great tredition, noble values ond a
working democracy. Do not lsave bohind o miserable wrock of all that,

It would take a long time to put all that together again, For it would be
put together again, I have no doubt, L people who fought British
imperialism and humbled it carmot accept indefinitely the indigrity end
shame of totalitaricmism. The epirit of man can mever bo vanguished, no
matter how deeply suppressed. In csteblishing your personal dict-atcgﬂhiia
you have buried it decp. But it will rise from the grave, Even in Russ
it is slowly coming up.



oS

You have talked of social democracy, What a beautiful image those
words call o the mind. But you havo scen in eastern and central
how ugly is the reality., Naked dictatorship and in the ultimate analysis

Russian overlordship, Please, please do mot push India toward that
terriblo fate,

L

dnd may I ask to what purpose all these draconian moasures? In order
to be able-to carry out your twenty points? But who wos proventing you
from carrying out the ten points? A1l the discontent, the protest, the
satyegroha wero due precisely to the fact that you wore not doing anything
to implement your programme, inadequate as it was, to lighten the miseory
and burden ymder which the people and youth were groaning. This is what
Chandra Shekhor, Mohan Dharia, Krishna Kant and their friends have been
Ssaying for which they have been punished.

You have telked of "drift" in the cowntry. But was that duo to the
Opposition or to me? The drift was becausc of your lack of decision,
direction and drive. You seem to act ewiftly and dramatically only when
your personal position is threatened, Once that is assured, the drift
begins. Dcar Indiraji, please do not identifyy yoursclf with the nation.
You are not immortal, India is,

You have accused the Opposition and me of overy kind of villainy. But
let me assure you that if you do the right things, for instance, your
20 points, tackling corruption at Ministerizl levels, olectoral roforms,otc.,
take tho Opposition into confidence, hoed its advice, you will receive the
willing cooperation of every cne of us. For that you need not destroy
democracy. The ball is in your comrt. It is for you to decide,

With these parting words, let me bid you farewell. May God be with
¥oUa

5d/= Jayaprakash.
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