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'HE MASS urrests and censor-
ship clampdown in India have
been seen by Western commen-
tators us the end of democracy
in the sub-continent.

They are asking why the 57-year-
old Prime Minister, Mrs Indira
Gandhi, an honorary fellow of
Somerville College, Oxford, and
honoured by the University only
four years ago with the degree of
Doctor of Civil Law, should take o
step on the roud to dictatorship.

Zarear Musani, b post Eaduste st-
Jdent at St Antany's College, and suthar
of & blography”of Mes Gandhi just pub-
lished by Hamist Hamilion in Lomian,
argues thit demoeracy in India has al-
ways been o facmle,

Mr Masani's father is 5 veteran leacer
\of the palitical opposition 1o Mrs Gan-
‘dhi. As an elder shatesman now clesr of
party polities, he has »o far eieaped ur-
fest. His mother i an andent supporter
of the Prime Minivier.

This  belinced  family ba
helps him ger the right perspective.
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The prosecution of Mrs Indira Gandhi, Prime Ministe of

India, and her subseguent
position have shocked the
ROY POVEY, Zareer Masa

lished biography of Mrs

electoral process has always been con-
tralled by elite groups who huve a semi-
feudal hold on thousands of volers and
can get them to vote quite blindly,"

Mr Masani questions the fresedom of
the courts and the Press in Indin. The
courts, he says, have shown blatant bias
in eases of oppression of under
privileged poups tike the untouchables.,
The Press is under indirect control of
the government through its owners” bus-
iness interests and the supply of news-

int.
Pr"‘l‘he Press has been quite brave
when it has been a question of giving

biicity to opposition leaders who
unclion within the parlizmentary sys-
tem and “ure thercfore considered re-
spectable. But it has had very litde 1o
suy about the fact that thousands af Ma-
oist nnd other revolutionary political
srlmn:t:s have been languishing in In-

ian prisons for several years without

being brought to trial.

Paper rights

There can be md:nmcyfupqw
ple who do not have basic and social

moves to suppress her op
West. In an interview with
ni, author of a recently pub-
Gandhi, put the news in the
coniext of Indian politics, g

of su

~and national government or political
kf-l‘fl!;:‘I"-{'rusllion and disintegration result-
ng in 4 state of total chaos,
Central government would collapsi
together and effective power lie
ith the state governments unless ﬂ&
rny wis suck:d into the vacuum
vide «he national * jeadership

Gandhi’s actions, Mr Masani agrees
it should be deplored. But why h
mgc: ;err.gmm as =

n June 12 Mrs was ¢ a3 i :
of election malpractice and b 3 “irn nlag'rzm:'i: w i :
office fur six years. Her ‘!'_ "bably greater than any Indian leade
- dncluding her father. But |
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No evidence has : 3
farspiracy, o
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