


‘The opponent
imprisoned

AAVALRAKASH  NARAYAN
I 3, born inte a peasant
smily in Yihar iuulwl.‘mml

He began his political carecr as
member of the American Com-
unist Party while he was at uni
dcrsity in the Us,  Though he
nined a Marxist o1l the 19505,
LB broke with official Commun-
m in 193v when he joined the
~ongress Party as head of its
- labour d2partment.
—= LP.!s Fnest hour was the Quit
Tndia Movemcnt o 194243, lHe
b, ed the most terivus revolt
oqainst British rule since 1357
‘nd his daring exploits made him
i mational hero,

After Independence  J.P.
worked clogely ‘with Gandhi,
| whe was believed to le

 Arecmipg him  as  an elter
Pwative to Nehrn, After Gaudhi's
| ptsseskination, JP.  and | his
focialist Party  seceded from
l'” verd=s  te form  (he  puain
Cpposiiien lo it in Parliament,
Despite political differences, 1P,
i Nehru  remained close
riends, and Nehru is believed to
iwe mude several efforts to per-
warde him to join his Cabinet.
| Disgusted with the [actionalism
L e was Becoming characteristic
o Indian politics, J.P. Teft the
L~ anpress in 1955 to deyole him-
} i to the Sarsodava Movement
|
4

e aimesd ar a redistribution of
| through nei-governmental,
arehian methods of persuagion,

red by miilions of Up-
vikianles and othep under
rivieged proups.
Indian Press, which
=0 much sympathy
o estabilislied Oppﬂsltiun
waders, has sald Tiitle about
be terture of  Naxalie

bl

shown

vhom  have 1
several

T | iﬂl '.‘.

“taoisy) and other revalu:
niary Prisoners, Mml::

and Naga sccessionism, though
Irownred upon oiicially, won him
respect in India and abeoad. Till
972 his relations with Indira
Gandhi, whora he had kinawn
slnce she was o child, were amic-
able mnd during the Bungladesh
crisis he toured the world, with
her approval, to argue the cose
for an independeny Bangladesh.

He roturned to active pn‘miu in
1974 as ieader of an anti-Gaverns
ment and anti-corruplion cam-
ptien, but the vagueness of LM
socioscconomic programme  and
the disparate nature of his Follow:
ing, which ranges from far Left
to fzr Right, militote against his
being able to provide a coherent
nationsl  allerpstive  Te  Mirs
Gandhi.  “This has not prevenied
him feom emorging ouce again as
a charisivalic muss hero.  He
along has the national stifure (0
challenpge indira Gondhi's leader-
ship. Bur his heaith is poer—he
has a2 seeigns beser condilion,
diabetes and g Kidoey infection—
and prison 1ife s unlikely to

B it lipeval siews on Kashmiri  improve it
i'«' B S M ecodtin o 7 A =~ ke F iR wRewim = et R i
{ us of its own o constite. for rodical social and ecanos
] preragatives, has mic reform
]"".‘"f“? uened a hlind eye In the absence of ary
g e blmant  anjustice apocene sharnative-=1. P.anid

the Opposition have yet i
formulate  theirs = Iadire
Gandhi, whether one likes @t
or not, offers the ooty yiable .
Allindis  leadership  wesils
able, In the concluding
secign of my recent

graphy of her,* 1 oullingd
two alternate strategies that
he might adupt :‘n maiity

Ster Particd e Shetabiits
other  gepwine ”‘f'”I"
e freeing  her from the
tead wood of her own dofsoct
sarty, 1 is still gtng (b laa
» bape that she wil opt for

Latler coprse

andhi’:
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wrong ? ’

Perceptive cconomists had
been pointing out since 1972
“_,__mme. ey oy !

‘by the Banglades
- crisis and war could only be

arrested by severe finuncial

wul_.i._anw.. by stern measures
0.

to curb hoarding and bluck-
market profiteering ew. the
farming and trad’ag classes,
and by the establishment of

an effective public distribu-
tion system for essential mass
consumer goods.

But this prescriprion could
liardly be followed by & party
whose members were mostly
committed to self-enrichment
at public expense, whose eco-

“nomic policies favourcd the
propertied clite which domi-
nated it and whose political

Cbefore Indira Gandhi, who

T

1 o,

Lt

3 varantee
f stable or clean administra-
tion. It could not be long

had promised so persuasively
10 ' remove poverly,  would be
held responsible for the coun-
trv’s ills. And in a country
where . personal  charisma
counts for more tnan polizical
logic, Javeprekash Naravan
was h

uid the
country’s  potentiaj saviour,
his followers ranging from the
right-wing Jana Sangh to the
Communist Party (Marxist),

A serics of by-elections and
the recent Gujerat Stare elec-
tions clearly demonstrated
that the Congress was fust
losing its electoral grip, while
inner-party factionalism was
paralvsing Congress Govern-
ments in virtually every State.
The success of Opposition
attempts at a united front
under J. P.o< auspices boded
il for the Congress in the
General Election due in Feb-
ruarv 1976. ). P. was even
making inroads into the Con-
gress itself, winning over a
small but influential eroup of
dissident Congress MPs. The
Allehabad High Court judg-
ment, barring the Prime Min.
ister herself from public office,
was the lasr straw,

As in the terse days of the
Congress split, Indira Gandhi
addressed  lurge rallies ot
which she sought once igain
to  piresent  hersell cus  the

uptions—sh

E
. R

and *Left a e

~ But this :ﬂr.h Euﬂhﬂu

P e e

- was a serious credi-
P And
n_n&cw...m.u_..- n

i had either 'to
resign or fight with every
weapon at her disposal.

As in previous crises, she people swrength’
held her hand, appesring to  prosent state of suspense, brie
ucquiesce in what the courts can o
might decide, and waiting, Gandbi has net changed her
meanwhile, for her party tn mind and

Now, when

allv round her,
Opposition
reached irself in its w
10 force her out en b ¢
the Supreme Coure verdict,:
1e has strock hord,
ing herself as the victim of
conspiracy which has  the
hacking of un unaumed foreign
"ower,

In the light of recent reve-
litions about the CIA e
siabilisation  campaign in
Chile, the conspiracy theory
may not appesr us ludicrons
fo many Indians as it daoes
here; and Mrs Gandhi may
well ride out the storm of pro-
test raised by the followers of
the arrested leaders. One
thing is clear—she s not going
tn relinquish office so long as
she has a say in the matter.

Even il the Supreme Court
verdict goes agminst her, there
is nothing 1o prevent the
President and-the Chicf Elec-
tion’ Commissionar, both of

whom are her nominees,
from fresing her of any
clectoral disquelification And

an  early gzeneral
cspecially with J, I 2
Opposition stalwar
prison, could relievs
essure, at least Jor
mame

aEchion

A few years ago, she chid
&ﬂ!uﬁ.a:s."mnn oo
t viewer: * The
ventur- rescued from
through _r_._d_ work
ngie person setting hini
s & guide -w._ﬂ_m&ﬁf
ou look around you,
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eme Court gives its v

1t does nos follovw, of ca
that the crisis of _:a:-nnt“””.”
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