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My dear Masani,

BN 0ty tng, plocse ucts our Reference o, EPO=IEN i 22nd May, 1968,
. » A9
Re: Your Resignation from Natiomal :
Executive and &m M :

I have your letter of 13, 1968 '
April 22, 1968, And I am bouny %o say I %:.*:3ii.§°3252:.°£.,..¢ |
’ :: ouxy::.‘;.eauing our correspondence to the prees without first

2 Tour

condemmation of the Gujarat leadership is

. dowvnright
not altogether just. It overlooks the following facts and

circumstancesi-

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

The Central Parliamentary Board's decision to

up Antani for the ya Sabha in 1966 was rornﬁt

on Gujarat. And that is when the trouble really

Eﬂ”i“{ melvon though they loyally carried out the
cli8 .

It was in fact to implement that decision that the
Gujarat leadership (aﬂgﬂically H.H., Baria) bhad not

to make sure of ing up all our then M.L.As
but also to give an undertaking to Babubhai Vaidya
to put him up for the Rajya Sabha in 1968,

You endorsed that undertaking in unqualified terms, -
without prior consultations with the Central j
Parliamentary Board, who nevertheless stocd by
iou in supEort of your commitment to Baria in .
erms whiech provided for no "escape clause".
e
Between 1966 when the underteking was given and 1068
when it was to be implemented, the number and ogxoaition
of Swatantra M,L.As and of the State Executive
Parliamentary Board in Gujarat, had changed radically.

Also, by February 1968 there had nlraa%ﬂouou.ﬂd.

several defections of M.L.As, notabl{at t of Vafibhai
Mehta; and others were suspected to glso econtem—
plating that step , for which Vadibhai was certainly &

trying hard.
You hove made no allowance for the formidable difficulties |

which oll these circumstences posed for the Gujarat
leadership (Bhailkaka, H.M.Patel and Baria) in carrying
the Gujarat M.L.As in support of the undertaking to put

up Pabubhai Veidya.
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In my opinion, in making any fair t assessmen vie
even reauit and 1ts causes, thén!ﬁmm of th-t "
Qujarat leadership mst be adjudged to lie in the fact that |
t%:i diad not&att ﬂ:ntth.ta s ficult exercise early

remained a st inactive, and later di mm
until it was too late, . TR e v !
|
3. Similarly, {mrr condemnation of the Qentral Parlianmentary
Board and the National Executive in such int rate terms as
"eye wash" etc. was quite uncalled for, You e not to be
present when the Central Par Board gonsidered this
matter informally on 13th April and National Executive
considered it fo in a d debate on 14th April,
You are not therefore aware of how exhaustively and
the matter was debated. The case for taking no action a '
was argued powerfully U.U.mmij:he case for taking strong
disciplinary action a t the delinquents was argued by
H.M.Patel and Fhaikska; and the case for moderation was argued
by H.H.Baria himself, who had made it quite clear that he would
not accept election es the Leader of c¢he Swatantra M.L.As in
Gujarat Legislature unless he was assured that the severity

of the possible discigiim action st the five who
openly supported Mahi d be sh of e ion, This
coming from Baria, who gave the undert o Babubthai Vaidya

in the first place and was therefore entitled to demand stern
action, but who was also the only possible future leader of .
the Party in the Gujarat Legislature, was a factor which no one |
in the National Executive could poau:[blu ignore.

4. And so the National Executive had three alternatives
before it: first, to do noth at all; s secondly, to hang
everyone including, (if we went along with your line,) Bhaikaks,
H.M.Patel, Baria, Pravinsinh Solanki and the five other M.Ps
who went to Ahmedabad; pr, thirdly, to decide as we did.

b. I for one have never made any secret of the serious view
I took of the failure of our Gujarat M.L.As to elect Bll.‘t:fut:!l:m.‘.‘.ll
Vaidya, nor of the failure of the Gujarat Leadershi tothgive
firm and timely lead, The resultant breach of faith wi
Babubhai was a dlsgrace which it will take us to u::ian
down, epart from its other consequences. Magip a
against the delinquents was therefore a "must®.

to
Ee Even so, I must confess that I have no disposition
"play God", d even God tolerates a great Jo_: Mﬂig'
among mankind in a surprisingly large measurs . 3 ﬂl;g“m
at the sort of practical level at which one tl’u > o
orgenisational matters concerning the Party, tantly in the

do is to keep pushing people steadily and con: 6 R
right direction; and if any one staye aside, to gl o
sharp rap on the knucles, To attempt unythtl-ngl Mﬂd oA
endeavour to impose puristiec righteousness WO ha.“mto
certainly cpell disaster for the Party, for ‘;_Ghnva - ﬂ.oum.bh o
human beings as they come, On that footing et Le-nw
careful reflection, that we could not go,beyon 1

contemplated.







