Imown to have supported his candidature, thore remained
no further cause for such a drastic act of atonement by
you; and that you should be requested to reconsider your
regolve not to withdraw your resignation.

- .P?’

I trust in view of this unanimous request you will re- 4 AT

consider the matter. A
With kind regards,

Tours sincersly, »
sd/=
(N. Pendeker)
._‘*‘_:

ByS,
To all that I have said sbove, may I add my personal

appeal, based on honest conviction, that you should
certainly come back to both these bodies? Flease do,

Mr, M. R, Masani, M.P.,

No.2, Tughlak Road,
New Delhi 11,
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148, Mahatme Gandhd Road
w1o ;

May 13, 1968,

My deer Dandeker,

1 have received your letter of April 22
o Ap » 1968, and have given it

How I wish I could agree with you and our colleagues t
National Executive of our Part;-uthat Mn view of disnmig;li::y
action having been initiated against Mahida and the five persons
who are known to have supported his candidature there remained
no further cause for such a drastic act of atonement" by me as
resignation from the National Executive and Parliamentary Board
of the Party. In my earlier letter of April 10, T had made it
clear that my resignation was final and was not intended to in-
fluence in any way the decisions of our National Exmcutive. In
any event, the decisions of the Nations) Execubtive at its meeting
in Delhi on April 13 and 14, far from leading me to the conclusion
{m;a augg:;t, confirm my feeling that I should adhere to the action
ve en,

The National Executive has failed to take the obvious steps that
were called for in order to restore the credibility of tha Party
in Gujarat apd a measure of discipline within its ranks. The
minutes record something that was not menticned to the press,
namely, the intention of the Executive not to resort to any sericus
disciplinary action, such as expulsion, against the rebels even
befors notices to show cause were served on them| Further, the
BExecutive sppear to have ignored the failure of duty on the part
of the Leader of the Opposition and the President and Genmeral
Secretary of the State unit in Cujarat as also of certain Members
of Parlinment, one of them a member of the liational Executive, who
went to Almedabad a day or two prior to the elections to work
against the Party'!s candidate, It seems to me, therefore, that
the National Executive has in fact purnorted to court martisl the
corporals who were guilty while twrming = blind eye to the colonels
and captains who were involved, Would it be unfair to consider
this kind of disciplinary action mere eyewash?

In so far as our Gujarat colleagues are concerned, the statemert
of the President of the Gujarat Party on April 15 dismissing the
entire incident as a mere "misunderstending" and his attack on the
victim of our Party's breach of faith whom he charged with
"ingratitude” for venturing to write to Rajaji stating the facts
shows pot the slightest awareness of misconduct or a desire to
gtone for it,

Quite spart from the failure to take an ethical stand, the
ettempt to turn a blind eye to what has happened is soméwhab
ostrich=like in that it shows a lack of politicel acumen aboub
what is needed to restore the shattercd image of the Party in the
eyes of the people of Gujarat. I hope wo arc nof going %o develop
the seme cynicism about the sanctity of the Party's pledged word
end the same contempt for the electorste which the Copgress Party
have been showing, with results with which we are all fomiliar,
People are hankering for a little idealism and gthies in our
politics and these they are not getting today. The Suatentrs
Party could supply these missing elements if it made up its mind
to do sos I hope the time will come when thn Party will
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appreciate that having a few spokesmen in whom the people have
;.'(a%th ﬁd evmi more importent than adding to the nmumber of itas
oPas M.L.A.8.

As you are sware, the Party system and Parliamentary democracy

are on trial and larger and larger numbers of people are losing
faith in political parties and in the demoscratic process. I em
sure you appreciate that, if our democratic Constitution is wrecked
and the country turns to some form of authoritarianism, there will
be very little scope left for the Swotantrn Party or eny other
Party in the country, Therefore, it is more than ever necessary
that all of us should put the country bafore Party.

In these circumstances, I feel I can do more for our own Party
and the maintensnce of democratic processes by staying outside
the National Executive and the Parlismentary Board. I propose to
do what I can in the way of what may be oalled "constructive work",
such as training programmes for the tuilding of a cadre of young
workers, I shall contimue tc spread the Parbyls excellent
principles both in Parligment and outside., I shall be ready to
campaign for good candidates put up by the Party. In this way,

I shall also be free to glve expression Yo the suppressed feellnpa
of the rank and file many of whom are not happy with the state of
the Party.

If and when the Party realises the need for an scceptamnce of
ethical and disciplined functioning, when it agrees that the manns
must be as clean as the ends, that it is quality and not guantity
that counts and that people have a righé to be told the Uruth, I
shall be ready to respond to its erll %o sharo responeibility for
guiding its work and organisation,

For these reasons, I shall be obliged if you will now <indly
report my resignetion from the National Execublve t. the Goeneral
Council of the Party so that it nay be all: Yo congider the issues
that arise when it meets in Madras cn 1:% Junc.

As there have been some ill-informed commenis Ll -tf.m press and
as you huve been good enough to agree to my reloasing to the
press your letter of April 22 anc my reply, I an doing so now,

Tours sincerely,

gdf=
(Minoo Masani)

HI‘. H' &Lﬂdl’:".kef, Mlqu
General Secretary,
Swntantra Party,
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