‘Mr. & Mrs.Dahyabhai

considerable discussion, it was de G
Anantani should be nominated for this el
of his record of service to the Party and
in the development of the Party's work in Ku
meeting noted that the State Parliamentary Bo
recomnended Mrs.Bhanumathi D,Patel for nomina
one of the Party's prospective candidates to
Sabha from Gujarat next year."

However, the Party's-strength in the then Gujarat Assembly
was only 26 members, whereas the number of first preference vo

= required to win was 31. This being the cace the State leader-
N ship, and in particular Shri Jaideepsinghji of Baria, the then
e Gensral Secretary of the State Unit, set out to secure support
w& b from other opposition groups, and specifically from the G-member *:;#'
o _ Independent Progressive Group, consisting of the followiag 2
members:- Lan
(1) Mr.Babubhai Vaidya: Leader
—~— (2) Yuvraj Manoharsinhji of Rajkot: (now an M.L.A.
elected with 3tar symbol but sitting as an
independent in the present Assembly)
(3) Yuvraj Digvijaysinhji of Wankaner: (now a 3
Swatantra M.L.A.)
(4) Maharajkumar Shivbhadrasinhji of Bhavnagar:
(now a Swatantra M.L.A.)
(5) Ratilal Ukabhai Patel: (now Joint Secretary of
the Gujarat State Unit of the Party and District
Secretary of Rajkot)
(6) Mr.M.’alkhiwala: (now an SSP M.L.A.)
With the concurrence of the State President (Shri Bhailalbhai
Patel) Shri Jaideepsinghji was able to reach an underatanding
with this Group to the effect thet in return for their support
(i.e. their second preference votes for Dr.Anantani), our Group e
in the State Assembly would secure the election of w'mu%S * -
Vaidya in the biennial election to the Rajye Sabha in March 198 0
This had the concurrence of the then Goneral Secretary Mr. BARE" o’
Masani who was requested by 3hri Joideepsinghji for ylrliyulﬂh h~ﬁi
In the result, our candidate AR

to give such an undertaking. .
(DrFBeharilal Anantani) was successful in the 1966 election to

the Hajya Sabha by securing 32 votes. 5

- .



on behalf of the Party to Mr.Ba
honoured and that he should be the I
candidate in the elections to the Ra
so far as Mr.Sumant Patel was concerned
Dr.K.M.Munshi and Mr.Bhailalbhai Patel
Mr.Sumant Patel and offer him the second
1970. The Board decided to take further dec )
matter on Sunday, May 29, 1966, after Dr,Munshi and
Mr.Bhailalbhai Patel had an opportunity to talk to
Mr.Suman Patel.... "

2. Selection of candidate for the 1968 Election to

(1) Mr.Babubhai Vaidya:

In the minutes of the Gujarat State Parliamentary Board
held at Santrampur on Jume 25, and 26, 1967, there occurred the
following reference to the biennial Elections to the Rajya Sabha :
in 19’63: e > -;1

"Phe Board considered Central Office letter dated hth 3

June addressed to Shri Bhaikaka with regard to the Rajya

Sabha vacancy. The Board regretted that it would not be

possibla at this stage to give any assurance to the

Republican Party. The Board also noted that some

rovisional decisions had been taken in the past in

this regard. The Board decided that this matter should

be considered further in the light of the prevailing 4

situation at the appropriante time." b

As the above Minute of the Gujarat State Parliamentary Board
could be interpreted as keeping the issue open whereas it had
already been settled (insofar as Mr.Babubhai Vaidya's candidaturc
was concerned) Mr.Dandeker, the theon Officiating General Seccretary $
of the Party, wrote on July 18, 1967 to Mr.Bhailaibhal Patel v FE T ERL
to the earlier firm comwitment and hoping

drawing his attention
that the commitment would be adhered to. DL
On August 23, the Treasurer of the Gujarat Swatastra w-ﬂ-m 1
Mr.Chioanbhai Desai wrote to Mr.Dandeker that at its meeting on
August 21, 1967, the State Parliamentary Board agroed ﬁl.: the

commitment given to Mr.Babubhal Vaidya should be hbnuur'npwfrf:




f‘ . r ta 3 : ' "y v ¥y | s
"Phi, tt (Mr.Mahida ; w;‘; |
s ontter -Mahida's request for nomina!
been discussed with Bhnilalghui and 3zzﬁi§?$i
In view of the past commitments T now roquest .
name nay be placed immediately below the earlier two

candidates viz, Shri Vaidya and Shri Sunman Pate 4-’1":

the order of priority for 1968 election sc tha
the event of dropping out of ono of these two
dates or his not competing I can be olhu&igﬁﬁﬂ
:gﬁ;he two Rajya Sabha seats our Party can secure 3

In his reply dated 24th December, Mr.Dandeker wrote:-

"As you are aware, this suggestion is primarily for
the Gujarat State Unit to consider. And when their
recommendations come to us, we have to consider all
the names on merits, with due regard to previous
commitments and all other relevant circumstances.
Beyond that I cannot go to promise my personal
support to anyone."

It is relevant to note here that as n result of seven
defections and two election petitions, the effective voting
strength of the Party in the Gujarat Assembly had bozn reduced
from 66 to 57. The number of votes roquired to win a Hajya
Sabha Seat being 34, it was clear that on ite own strength
the Party could ensure success of only one candidate.

{3) Final Decision:-

When the Central Parliamcntary Board met in Cochin on
January 27, it considered the question whether two candidates
or gey one should be set up for the epsuing election to tho
Rajya Sabha and eventually left the decieion to o sub-committee
of the Parliamentary Board consisting of Prof.Ranga, Mr.Mesani

and Mr,.Dandeker.
The Sub-Committee considered the matter carefully and

eventually requested Mr.Dondcker to visit Ahmedabad to assess
the situation personally. Mr.Dandeker did soc on 10th Merch,

1968, Following his visit, the Sub-Committece again uou:ﬁﬁﬁ;:%f:

the matter in considerable detail and decided that e &
be only one candidate of the Party viz. Mr-.Babubhai Vaidya.

Communicating this decision to the President of the Gﬁ’?@‘*-
State Unit of the Party on 13th March 1968, Mr.Candeker wr

inter aliao:

L3S
i




nim, despite t

o Mr.H.M.Patel to
were:-

in comnection with this election:

Thakoresaheb Chandra:
Mr.Natvarsinh Solo

on 25th March, Mr.Dendeker
him to issue a three-line whi
Babubhai Vaidya. Actually, : ]
and issued a personal letter to all H.L.As of

effect that it was their duty to vote for Shri mm:{

It must be mentioned also :cjn_e or twe days iwld..‘:.a,
preceding the Polling day, the Tollowing H.Ps visited A

Hri clici Degai

Mr, Piloo Mody

Mr.R.K. Anin

Mr.R.J.Amin

Mr.Dahyabhai Parmar ¢

Mr.Pravinsinh Solanki (the General Secretary of K &
the Gujarat Swatantra Party). ]

It is not possible, nor perhaps material,to esay who pulled in
which direction,

L, Result:

In the result, Mr.Mahida (who secured 47 votes) won the
election; and Mr.Babubhai Vaidya (who secured only 27 votes)
jost it.

Mr.Chandrakant Parekh, Swatantra H.L.A. acted as the
Election/Polling Agent of Mr.Mahida. L et

5. Post Morten:

(1) Mr.U.N.Mahida: B
on 8th April 1968, the President (Prof.Range) Mﬂi Sly.o Hg
Me.U.N.Mahida from membership of the Party pending the dispostst

of the following charges agninst him:




(a) Whether appro
against the £

-- Mr.Chandrakant Parekh.

(b) Whether a further charge should also bs framed
against the only gentleman kuown {by his aver~

T? ) ' ment) to have voted for Mr.Hahida, namely, Tha

& b Chandrasinghji of Dhrol. L oA 4

ool i . bl et . ]
}\/2’-1“*’{& AT . >

(. DANDEKER)
General Secretary.

P.




(2)

(3)

)

the carlier du'cip,:ib.ﬁ in 313‘13& _
(1) The commitment to put up Babu

1966

first preference candidate for
ot the earliest opportunity was

very good reason that he (and th
by him) supported our
Sabha in 1964 and 1966

when, without such suppc
not have succeeded.

Moreover, he alsc worked in
candidntes at the last Gen

It was not a condition of the conritment that he
should become a member of our Pariy or that he
should at all times act and behave as if he were
a loyal supporter of our Party. ot

To the new comers in our Party in Gujarat, in your

Executive Committec or Council, rrd among our M,L.As
in Gujarat, this may now seem an nnerous commitment, : i
particularly in the 1Ight of Shri Babubhai's (allcged)
recent actions and speeches against our Porty. Eut "3
they will, we hope, appreciate on further reflection:-

(a) that n Party like ours does not exist or operate
just fronm cne year to the mexi, but on a continu-
ing basis; and in operatiag in this way, the
leaders have frequently to negotinte on various
matters to the best advantape of the Party, -
sometimes short-term, sometimes long tera;

T N Ay | 1
b) that the essence of aony arrangerients and under-
4 standings sc reached, whether with iﬂ&h’iﬁuﬁlﬂ L3
or groups or other parties, is roarely “m%;.n;

for nothing'; there is always o guidmg f f’ﬁ-
which, npnrt'from any questions ol qmi;mi,: “ngh

not be disowned save in the most excgption st
circunstances; > ATREN



that we have given full consider:

objections oxpressed at the Meati \m ;
the 10th at Ahmedabad; and r&‘ “&*

{ii) that in deciding as we 3
persuaded more by considerat
be in the best interests of the F
(and therefore in India as n whol
mere question of homouring our ob
compitment per se.

4, To sumparise, the decision of the Central
Board is that we should put up only one cendidate
Yoidya; ond he should receive all our first preferenca ‘
Neither Shri U.N.Mahida nor Prof.B.R.Shenoy should be pux'up;_»a o
and they should also not contest "independontly' on thedr g %
This, so far as Prof. Shenocy is concerncd, would of course LT

only a request. I am to odd that we feel confident theso
decisions will be faithfully inplemented under your Phrms WS

guidance. »

-

Kind regords,

Yours sinceraly,

s -
(N.Dandeker)

Genernl Seccretary.
L s

Shri Ha H-Pa‘bcl, M.LaAs
President,

Swatantra Party of Gujarat,
AEMEDABAD.




