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Bwclve ycars after Indiam won he
e ye ‘r freedom f
throu-h a strug~lc in whloh he played pramlzg:taga:tlfeﬁr?gth%

chari, Poundcr of thc Swatantra Party, with a passion and an altebnost

of mind undimmecd by arc, bolicves that a now strusglc must be waged

arainst the nsticonel ~overnme
e o nt in powcr to prescrve the freedom of

Individual frecdom 1s not onlly an 1dcal

accordin: to R
souzht for 1ts own sakc, but the most pc’:tent mtrunrn'aaggjiﬁn::s::nn
nationel wealth by steppin- up production, 4#nd for this purposc
individual entorprisc and initlative must bc ~iven the fullcst exprcssion

grd nothins should be done to dcprive them of the
by their own cffort. » ¢ rewards they carn

The policy of the Congress Party which ¢ mtrols the Government, Bajajl
beli-ves, threatons imminent destruction of this frccdom by its attcmpt
at “improvcment by compulsion®, bty inorcasing cnoroachment on indivie
dual cnterprisc and initiative and rrowins Statc control of every
aspret of 11ife,

mMhe Swatantra Party has come into heins?, in Raja)i's words, "to
oppose totalltarianism, be 1t what thc Communists-desire or what in
ghort-sirhted competltion with them, the Con-rces Party has adopted .

as 1ts policy. Courage and- full-heartcd opposition to all attacks
on Freedom, this is thc call of the party”.

c acency Shaken  Instead of State action, czecpt in ocrtain well=
defEneE Ticlas and to protect the weaker acctions of the population
Rajajl would likc to give fu11 scope to the Gandhien conocept of trustec-

ship and the innate SOnsC of the millions" in dharma or moral oonscloug~ -
neces,

Instcad of compulsion, he would have persuaslon throurh cduchtion
founded on moral valucs.

Howcver, hafflins rajijits new philosophy may he and 1t is haffline
only to thosec, he implics, who havc neen indoctrinated by the cliches
and the wront propagzanda of the present Government, 1t is the philo-
gophy on Which the Swatantra Party has hoen f ounded,

However curious a mixture, gecordins to its opponcnets, 1t may appcAr
to bc a conecrcto coonomic formula and & varuc moralism, thcre 18 no
doubt thet. 1t has sucoecded in arousins iuterust opd stimulatins thouht
in all parts of the country.

Judsins by the oriticism it hus arouscd, it scems %O have shaken the
Con-ress from 1ts complaccnt attitude and opened a new avenuc of ari=
tation and actlon to the rrowins discontent 19 the country.

b

rene clections in Kerdla had indicatcd that a 1arpe numbor
’];?‘ o%g:{c;;?r;g% to camsider tho Commuriist Tg.exr*t;r ag the onl¥ altcrhative
to the Conercss. The Swatantra Party offcrs the third alt’ rna;w:
or to put in Rajaji's words at the intcrvicw: "The Swatmtra“a;wrt
offers a ficld of operation to those who dislikc the Cormunl mnlg-
and who are djscontented with thc Conurces for scveral roasonsé
dinr dcfects 1n administration i

py=-clectlon, acoor=
The Swatantra Party docs not intend to contest any e
d}!l.!‘if.' to Ralajl, 80 that the strcnoth of the party will be known o7 g
4n the noxtb ren el clectlons.
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In the mcanwhilc Raj)al)i nimsclf is untrouhlcd by Eoums:c:hg:-h::t?i'l
Partv's policics will catch the smarination of the mgod. or S
shali gry to do what 1s ri~ht and lecave the rcet to »

..2-.
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#  Bajail lives in an wnassumin house in a8 oul ¢t cornr of Madras
ity, The simplicitr and austrritv wWhich “ven the splondours of

fixra:}trapati Bhavan d1d not affrct still Alstin -uish-s his modte of

He carri s his 81 y ars 11 htly Thourh 2

- ~h.his ivt-rvisw wWith me
lastrd for ncarlv tws hours, not oncr d1d his volec weaken or lose
its restrained resonancc, The intervicw madc it clcar that he

rctains not only a razor-l1i%: sharon ss ? >
g : of mind, 'ut also an amazin

I startcd mv int rvirw “v askin him Wh t was it sp: c1ifigally that
hal moved him to start an fatirely now partv aud rot continue as he
had donc ' forc as an clfer statcsSman who had watched the Govirn-
m;nﬁés policics and spoken only when he disa recd with some aspcot
o -

*Provocative Cause” Raja)i namcd the Na_pur rcsolution of the
on'rcss as the speceific cause, "The a ricultural, the land policics
of ccilin s and the drive towards collcotivism which were anvounccd
by the Coniress at Napur and wilch were not siaply 1eft to remain

on papcr ut have “cen taken up 'y the Yovirnn mt: that is thc provo-

cative cause for th:t formation of the Partv,®

Why did he rat foel the same impulse when the Con resgs adoptcd the
"8ocialist pattcrn" resolution at wvadi?

"That remained morc or lcss an 1dcal and A1d not take shape®, he
replicd, *Soclelistic 1dcals have “ecm of f and on incorporabed in
Conrecss resolutions, But that is very different from the stops
tak-n to interfere with 1l:nd owncrship of nrasants and others, When
this 1linc of action was definitcly taken up, I fclt 3t was timc to
do somethin’ and hence the party

Bajaji's answer made it clear that the familiar patt:rn of political
development i India had repcated itself. When India was dcpéndrnt
the Con~ress movem~nt held suprem-~ swav but it also »-came the spawn-
in- sround of a nun“er of ~roups and partics in reaction to somc actinn
or polirv of the Conress,

Bajajl confirmcd this impression by emohasizin: that thc new party
®*arises on account of the Aifferences with the Con ress., «l1 impottant
matters really mak.n- = differcnce hetween the Conrress and the pconle
hav: »cen iicluded im the princinles of the Swatantra Party,®

FOREIGH POLICY .8 the 21 princivlcs oroclaimed at thc nstilonal
ronventlon of the partvy at Bom a2y on -~uust 1 mainlv dc-l with the
economic policics of the Yovermnment, Aid this implv thet thc party
a-rced with the policiss of the Governm'nt in othcr ficlds 7.

Bajaji's reply Was : The omission of certais thin s will ot in any
S?Jﬂigigant mc asurc mattcr. For instance, we have r~u included the
1an ua € ocucStlon in the party's orinciples, We !.vc not 1nc1uﬂr6t
prohi-ition, Other examnles, too, may be «ivern, In a%l these mai ers,
I would 1likec the majority in Parliament to m  _i, hry arec no
matters on which an individual party shoml. 'e formed.

With rc ar® to the omission of refercace to forein pol;"yhfrogpthc
partv's princinlcs, Rajall sald that it has “cen Aone ﬁi%i “:&déuze
#I¢ the party takes respousi’ility for -overnment, 1t W rgv i
have ite owm forei n poliey., Today every memr of the pa

e fpece to hold his own opinlon on the Bu ject.

¥ FXpCe t ove rvhelndds

for anv ovcrnacnt
- g T addcd,

Generally in matters of  forel'n policy, we ma -
suprort from Parliament if not unanimous sunport =
that 1 11 nower wit the majority vote of the prople

non-
Prcesed to sxpress his views on the Dart:'s at?ituﬂe ch;EFﬂthrr
alirhment pollcy, Rejajl could only say "I don't bﬁ::cnt aslicy of
of thc Swatantra Partv will “* a“flhﬂt the non-ali™m



L TBEy misy cell 4% merstive] cut 1% 1s mob." He néScd. TE fa wemme
Lo call She principles of She party no-otive, ¥readom s.?w Bl R B
til.*ve.. Incontive to' privase offorts is nob ue wtlve and 1 Qﬁh e i
on muliiplyin;: she oxamplc8, The ne -oive of u e 18 o'posY i

‘an expansion Ly RBajojl of the Central tacme of tac pervy whioh

ormed beeausc TELOCS Wit the Conmrecs

Specifis £1€1d and the party had chemefome hcc 3 fi_

tive. Semantic ju  lory 48 no answer te SUr pursy. .
EQSE.I‘E-.:&-};@.-L PHe gpreabon oavh e Ot e s Bovaten B0

the full restoration »f individusl freedom in arrisultupe
business and ir cducation combincé with th: faith that 'chc'; pe
know what is ocd for them ani: L7 1oft to thomselves would build up
& prospcprous India whore the Terustooship® concept would replace
socialism, % s

Bajaji is of tho vicw that if the profit aotive is -iven full play,
the only 1imitatiom on it leins to prevest 1% =nin "ned" or.anti-~
soclal-naticnal wealth can he rapidly ircrouscd, It 18 an 11lusier=
he thinks, to attrihbute anv popltiy: walwes - ¢ JLBRUL LU O Wihie
q'-—‘"- e i 3 LY FIP TR e u; "‘Ealt:',

In a country which nas lived Jn ar abmosuh rc of plenned Acvolopment
for a decade, Bajaji's coucep’ hes evoked eriticism from many auarters.
I sourht to rct answers to eoie of the mein oriticisms,

What 1s the basic objection %)y the principle of co-otiration in
farmine when Mr . Nehru has rep atodly statod that such eoq4operation
Would bec voluntary, I asked,

In his reply Bajaji indicated that while nc was not ooposed to the
princivle of cosipcration as such, he w's ocpuused to ao-oprrative
or joint farmins. .dthoush the Goviriicue may start with service-
copperatives, co-operstive furminr had not been riven up,

"If we do not protcoct now, it will bc tos 1late to dn 8o leter on.
The CGovernmcnt still prosists in the joint farmin: idca Ly way of
proparanda or cthurwise, Co-opurative f:rminy to oy mird mesne dc-
finitely collcotivization. 'Voluntary' is a ood word; but when
Government pressure and subsidics comc from nublic funds, the word
Woluntarv® means practirslly enforcemimt throu 'k Governmcnt pressurc,
All small savin®s, for instance, comc ‘voluntorily’, but jou arc awere
of the amount of protcst £hc people are raisin' 2 _oinst such small

gavinss drives,”

orard o lord ceilints, Eajajl thou-ht the policy would not
:-::L:Eg *fa%i?{r.ss pcasants. "1 kr'mw alronjy that the landless .pcasan_ts
are now convinced tact t71s plan of ecilin s on land will ot Ave
thom lands to cultivate St that it will he taken over by the 80=
called co-sp.rebives, which will be warked by Gov.rncnt machinery.

hi=s eohes
ther cucstions BaialZl roferred to wi- uritinrs and Speeches
rTa: glﬁlﬁ :u?‘J=‘ct and 5o the ppinciples of the party which hnlﬂs. ﬂ;::, !
food ﬁroeuct inn 18 best atseined throush the gelf -~mploycd prasa
proprictor who is intercst @ An ohtaingn~ the hirheat yic1d from

his 1snd. Thc Sovernmens ?mﬂﬁ nelp ther 1 cvery way without dig-

turbin~ this hasic -nrin::‘_! O

PRIVATE ENTEEPRISE Whetr:w the prin.i~io appll's Eﬁﬂg't: hgmﬂ:l& .
Who DoEscss cconomic units wWno nﬁn » g out a four Fd rur 5
. L ) - 5 :.--.-wl_
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#urid conmunity or a

whe ‘edthr » poHa HE UWNCco0mie

.nits or arc landlcs ) S  Fnindigig :
W Dty S fRu e oither Ty Hadal) o

8J1 sioke at lcmith on the question of individu-l vibopor
‘nltlative ac applicd to the production of national whalz:?riau i

*I om firmly of upinion®, he sald that Soclalism will not work in
ur eountry before we have railsed the wealth of our aountry to a
hi~her icvel, For roisin” natlonsl wealth 5o a hi her level, we
roedulre incentive for »rivate enterorise, if inv policy ocs arailnst
She maintaincnance and irorcasin  of 5ate cutirpisol, thobt poliey is
vwronr, Our concentrated crforts shold &h rofore ' 60 inorcase the
incentive for private enmternrisc.

Developine thils themc he said®Socialisn is - 6istry utin- polioy.

I am sure we cannot incrcase wealth throusn 3o~131isn or Shrouh any
form of compulsion, If socialism i3 amplicd “ndaov, 18 m-ans a Tovern-
nent drive throurh compulsion, To produce mer: weailth, I am olcar

in my mind, it will not succeed. If it should Le succcssful even hy
a miracle, it would have robhked us »f all our frecdom,”

PROFIT MOTIVE Rajajl places jreat lmportsnce 5o personsl intercst
or the profit motive in the drivc for the production of w-ecalth,

He sald:"The profit motive is absnlutels nee sasrv, The Sovernment
ran only tale o shere of the profits throuh Laxabioy and thls must

serve all its needs.. I dn not expect thet wo sholi Yo a“le 0 make
any ant=teomtigl addlition to production withsut the nrafit mative
o¥eroh Wwhere (b Barormmernt 2400719 nmadipne s £hin g » r-"';' « for itﬁflf

aid dn flcldﬁ Wh.iCI'J Sl e kaALELYT WLGR L AvH PTOV1O _,-

The 21 princinles of the porty have speeificd whut th orovines of

the Govermment in industry is - ®"hravy indust>l s such 15 ore nccessary
to supolemcnt private enterprise in that £icld, such national serviccs
as Jallways and the startin of m new conterprisas which arc difficult
Tor privatc initistivell

4B roiards the profit motive, Rajaji himself pointed out that * our
principles include reasonablc curls to greve & the profit motive xa

goinir mad™, 1.c. accordins %o the princivlcs, "adcdquate safc iids
for the protection of labour and arainst unxcasone™’ ,:ta, priccs
and dividends where there is no compétition or v compctition does

g scoure the neccessary corrective,*

1 askcd Bajaji whether he belioved thot Lpe profit motlve ws in 1usc1:
suff'~ient for all-r~nd devclnm . particularly in ar upd-rdcvelopcd
sounfiry .1:i. -iLiu, W™ ., capital flow only in thosc dircesinant
where qulck profit could be made 7,

. n oz v a oliche. Bvery
RHajail thourht that the word "undcrdeveloped”™ was Ly A clie "}
eauntry has to develop hy stares and bhercior Lo Wes 4 fraduasl thine,

TIf we wish to accord frecdom and at the samc fime incroese prnducgian
whether we are an undcrécveloped country or an acvanceo c;:utryﬁpnsaid
aonal interest is nccessarily to br encouraccd and cxploited. : o

]
DEMOCR.TI¥ PL..N s rorards planncd development, he s&id ncbzéﬂ :ﬁ_
Bricetlon wha:aub#cr t9 th~ Tovernment takins into e?cﬂuﬂt ui p,
sent industrial anctl.l...s and then makin- a ﬂcnaczut;c_ﬁ}an .héslzr
the dir-etisn in which action should he taken, Buf I.?ﬁa n 145 v
that a froe country bascd on a sufdessful dvive for €9 ~o-:;:11 ot
hest prnduce the rcsults wWe necd .,  Gow=-gmont 15 ar . qéuwlgh A
sepfere witth this freed->m to ¢ nsy .pr and + auer, AU We i
nrescrve frecdom even Af the G-~ ¢rnment 4is surc of 1tf‘nginhﬁ 2 .
shyuld educste the peopls .. those 1lines snd nn% rcsory Pl
sim,
fos 1t possible to hove any sort of pleannin®, oven domoor tle Dl-rmin
without s»me compulslop thr urh lesislation s

e e



"’Rajaji haﬂ defirite vicws om what 13 ""Eh‘iapin,"

gﬂﬂple} wo o
o thﬁm m m‘:

have larese resourccs for the ﬂn 5 :
matters of putlic welfare - that mﬂ:rpaggﬁ‘: 4

reasonable and not such as $n ki1l imﬁnﬁvog q.

"T_axation is orioplin which docs wnoat leave on urh "ﬁiﬁq‘
the uwree far expansion @i furthor invostmants, It nust
bered that the moncy whioh ocs ints the Governnent, Shol
been for 1oal purpcscs, invelves rrouter codsts of adminds .
than the moncy waioh 4is 111*:;31;1 A for the same purnus: thriuth
man o whonm 1t belon 8. clicv. thot wisdom demanda fthaf ne =
55 “ﬁ--.:..“: ! .:.-f\‘L o A AL C L X~ _:I'laf drnn Jusﬂ wnut 18 llﬂﬁttﬂ ﬂ!‘ lri
rovernmernit work shaudd he taken away hv tazasion, Barrine dufema
industrics and certain othor infgstri.s 1lc itimabcly taken over by
the Government on account of their intrinsie pulblic charaster or

on asccount of their beins Andividunl eid piopicorin: Anfustrics for
which private capital map not he forthenmin -, staxatlon shsuld be
21mibed G0 the roquircrients and not for ~ulldin: up State i}aptﬁﬂw“,

Shy

Eajajl dis= T 22 wivh mo whin I o944 Lhat surcly 8Souc we
the 0’(;7111‘11"‘[{"’11& ha® sucodcdcd as the statiscles ol the nauiar'
show ,

®T don't think any acosurcs have succccded, I don't “+lirw: in the

nationdl statistics beln celiable, VWhat i.s it aft-r aJ17. 3111 <
increase in nstionel income is; in my gpinden, omly Yow-r maney T
sutjfot £o the Anflation oFf prices, it 1s ovly my opini m a8 an ,‘-
umtrain*‘c‘ enomnnlat " R e

Windin+ up thar oucatisas I had pub £o hin on the annomie *"““m“ﬂ'%'
oa}nt:: party; Reo3=1i eaid that R they take us £o tht fundomentae
differcnee Hogweon the Snolq’tin'ftc pattcra of rovcrnmint ind the
frec form of Govirni«nt I 8tapd for, CGirraln « 11--...3 mxm‘hﬁd;ﬁ
in th: Wost have Ac1orstrated that froedom is compatifds with pro- )

sress and preosperitjo

PRUSTEESHIP: Thas Syotantre Durty in its prisoioles has loid “h
c--:gh.;sl.?"i?-' Siw siageiple gf trustoosnip of Gandhijl *Waioh e
fostor and uwiiliz- 44 3 n8c »f morgl oR14 atdon, he p_lfw_a - Y

tisfactisn and Singd oF fulfilnsnt felt by individucls in 8
pthers instead 1] islative cond ogher farms of o supu ¢

party alsi stauas i‘i‘ yepy cffort beln pdds to fast-.? :
tain Tspiridodd voil aad nvﬁr” She dominonoce of @ FP!'-‘-‘W

1istic ohilsophy
ard of 1i1fc withan

5
11f. whicl chiuks aly in boras o1 o
far oo sepacdts Ats conduct and l-lliﬁi

oJ

l\-‘ﬂ'th 1
But its coomonis fortwls J'or 48 us kv nnt'im..ul w
‘I‘::..Lll-')l.u 80 ke nrd tit acBive wtt'— :m[' the lmnatamgd
menbiones . Srinles o * g Syuruntry LUrcy havy p‘:m’:ar- s
as’ @ cesmtrs "l‘.l.wq:.. 11 £y Af noL e M. thinT ovi-n W
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advocating full material tewards for those who have the resources

gggeagggfpriae to earn them and spiritual velues for others who

Again while the party lays emvhasis on production it has nothing

on., How can these seeming contradice

concrete to say on distribution.
tions be resolved ? Has not the Swatantra Party left out something?

I asked,

Rajaji gave a general exposition of the concept trus
- in anewer to these questions. : L t“.h-“

"Our concerted efforts should be to increase the incentive for
Private enterprise so’ that national wealth may be increased, It

is premature to think of equitable distribution now. But in the
rrocess of making wealth people should be made aware of their
duty to the community. This should be done not by compulsion but
by a moral drive. When the time arrives for attempting equitadble
distribution, it is time to consider all the steps we should take
to enforce the doctrine of trusteeship. At present we should con-
centrate all our efforts on producing sud increasing wealth and not
follow any policy which will impede that process."

ANSWER TO HATRED Rajaji also believes that the doctrihe of trustee-
ship is an answer to the propaganda of hatred which-he thinks the
present government follows consciously or otherwise,

"The present policies"he said"try to polarize people into rich and
poor, It is totally wrong. No particular man is rich or poor. The
gradation is very slow from rich to poor. You may be poorer than
your neighbour on the right and richer than the neighbour on the
left.

"I am aware of one thing - the present policies of the Government
are not going to improve the general welfare or make the poor rich.
No wealth can be produced without some capital and people should
be encouraged to save and to put the savings into production, If
the Government takes away all the savings, it will only result in
terrible waste and will produce much less than what it would do

in the hands of private persons, It is only then that wealth can
be increased on the whole and poor people can get employment and
be better of."

Developing further how the trusteeship idea can fight hatred, Rajaji
said: "The rich people do not deserve to be hated because they help
to produce more wealth in which everybody will share. Hatred and
jealousy are bad for everybody - to the men who hates and the m%n
who is hated: to the man who is envied and the man who envies, We
want the doctrine of ttustesship to be practised so as %o reduce %
this hatred and jealousy. Government regulations 7o transfer gealt
end property will only increase hatred and jealousy and not re ;:e “
them. The essential principle of trusteeship is its voluntary charac
ter."

In addition to this concept, Rajaji has emphasized in his Epeecgfﬂ
and writings the importance of building sociely on dharma, a CO

cept adopted by the Swatantra party in 1%s principles.

I asked Rajaji to explain it in the context of the freedom he .advoca—
tes:

"The dharma that I refer to is common
in behaviour as well as in feeling. This is dharma ﬂnddcgg?ggwto o
all religions. Unless people are made to bel1evc in an A wedhﬂr
that is to say, paople as a whole, including bad charac ﬂhoﬁld 2o110W
cannot have prosperity or happiness. The Goveérnment %00 :

dharma.

to all religions~ truthfulness

possession offrivate operty

"Excessive taxation is not dharma., Dis :
Excessi tax: 8 elemente of society is rma

ig not dharma. Protection of weslker

--?I
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and it is the duty both of the Governm o :
in a position to protect and help. m:g;amégn tﬁ people who are

through great religions, which people respectively ponesos g "o

Rajaji also emphasized that the Government can do

associating dharma with education. The prese:g negggggghat i%:de
was wrong. The Government could be impartial, but at the same time
positive in giving aid, as in Scotland, to al denominational in-
stitutions without any discrimination.

What emerges from the principles of the ty is an -
mula which has been tried with success ignguie eount:gggo:%ctizr
West to be applied against what Rajaji calls dharma,

D0 WHAT IS RIGHT. Was this approach, I asked Rajaji, such as to
ve mass appeal ?. Critics of the party have said, I pointed out
to him that it had attracted so far only a certain type of people-

those in the upper income brackets.

Rajaji replying to the first question said "lly simple answer is
that I shall try to do what I think is right and leave the rest
to God. I do not propose to base policies on rrospects of sugcess.
This does not mean that I am not a practical person, It means I
am fully confident that the mass can be disabused of the false
promises made to them.

"The peasantry feel that the attack on ownership of land is a dan-
gerous and tyrannical act. If anybody offers them any patent medi-
cine for making them richer they will accept. But I don't believe
in any false patent medicines, and socizlism is such abne.

Rajaji emphasized that Wwe should not count on chances of success
when we want to do what is right. We must persist and one day or

the other people will come to realize that socialism is out of place

in our country now. General welfare can be reached and unemploy-
ment proplems solved only through much greater private production,
Capital is necessary for private production, Hating Capitalists
is not the way to increase production."

To the second question Rajaji said that it was only the Government
who believed that the upper classes are with the Swatantra Party.
That is because the Government was oppressing these clagses.

"Unfortunately, people who are oppressed are with the tyrant. The
upper rich classes are not with us. Their hearts may be with us.
But hearts do not help parties. All their activities and their
resources are manipulated by the Congress. I look forward to all
sensible people being with us and I believe that sensible people
will make a majority. Those who yield to fear will be in the hande

of the ruling party, but they will be a minority and also half-haart-'

ed elements,"

part ; L itk
Rajaji refused to be drawn into answering Mr,Nehru's critic
ofutﬂe party. "On the whole Mr.Nehru is a pa?iEﬁt man. He has been
very patient with me than I have been with him," he said.

SOCIALISM When I msked him to comment on Mr.Nehru's remarks in

¥athmon aqu that socialism was not suitable to an underdeveloped =

country since it would only distribute poverty, Rajaji said that

Mr.Nehru speaks to the intellectuals when he ans ;
But in India his activities are to do propaganda among the people
He is not dezling with intellectuals.

If the Bwatantra Party succeeds in weakening the Con
wae he that it would not strengthen the communists,

I asked.

"The activies of the Swatantra Party will not
legt than he is. Those who are dissatisfied with thihﬁogﬁggggtgie
not going to join the Communist Party Just becaua: ity I e
Party has come in. Anybody going to the Communist pa

.8.

gress, how sure
for instance?

t make anybody go mOTE

wers such questions.

-
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may reduce the discontent against the Congress in keepin
the new party, On the other hand, people are likely to attribut

jaji said when I asked him his :
State, the Swatantra Party seems to
on an important domestic issue., = _
ink the rise of the Swatantra Party may have some
lo with the present Government of India turning a fav
on the bifurcation issue. They may believe that granting
demands of the Samyukta Maharashtrians and the Mah. Gujer

concessions to the rise of the Swatantra Party." _ d
MUSLIMS: I asked him to elucidate what he had said about Muslims

in & speech at Madras recently.

"The Swatantra Party intends to make no discrimination against

Muslims or any other particular community. Even the present Govern-

ment has enunciated the policy of non-discrimination. It mintm 5
that Muslimsfiay feel that they are not having a fair deal in
actual administration. That would be a question not of discrimi-

nation but of injustice."

My last question to Rajaji was to ask him to explain his remarks
about not going to Delhibefire the Swatantra Party was strong enough.

He has he had never said that he would not go to Delhi on a pri-
vate visit. What he meant was that "the Swatantra Party will go

to Delhi when it is strong encugh in the country. Delhi does not
mean the State of Belhi but the headquarters of the Central Govern-
ment and Parliament.

i ies
“Pondéring on the interview, an echo of what was gaid many centuries
ago about Delhi came to my pind when I left Rz jaji's houde.

' DELHI DUR AST - but only the next two generdl elections will gshow

how far the party would have to travel. Till then, as Rajaji eaye
they have left the rest to God.
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