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Draft Mirutes of the meeting of the Central Porliamentary Board

2
held at the National Headquarters, Bombay, on Jamuary 3, 1: g1e. -
Present
Mr. H.M. Patel - In the Chair

Mr. Dahyabhai V, Patel

lfr. Ieoman Singh of Dungarpur
Mr. G. Iatchanna

Mr. Madhu Mehta

By Special Invitation

MI'. N. mnﬂelﬂ!r
Rajmata Gayatri Devi
Mr.. N.K. Ganapaish
Rajkumar R.Y. Ghorpade
Mr. Piloco Mody

Mr. M.N. Amersey

D.t‘. Boco CGOPCT

lir. B, Ratnasabhapati

The meeting condoled the deaths of Prof. P.J. Shroff, a 1eadir‘{; member oﬁ‘
the Party and Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, After adopting the following resoluticng
the Board observed a2 mimite's silence in honour of their memory.

Condolence Resolutions:

Prof. P.d. Shroff

" The Cemtral Parliamentary Board of the Swatantra Party
is deeply grieved over the death of Prof, P.J, Shroff
an esteemed member of our Party.

The manner in which he was gnatched away from us malkes
his death even more tragic for us.

The Central Parliamentary Board conveys its heartfelt
gympathies 40 Mrs. Shroff in her sad bereavement. "

Dr, Vilram Sarabhai
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The Central Parliamentary Board of the Swatantra Party

deeply mourns the totally unexrected and sudden demise
of Dr. Vilram Serabhai,

He was a great scientist and a great patriot who strove
indefatigably far ensuring that the progress of the
country kept pace within its resources in the field of
nuclear and space research. Dr. Sarabhai provided
magmificent leadership to a brilliant team of younsz and

promising Indian scientists whom his predecessor and
he had gathered,

The IBoard coniveys its heartfelt oondolences to the
fanily of the bereaved. "
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Confirmation of Minutes:

e i - S

The Mimutes of the Central Parliamentary Board meeting held in Bombay on

April 16, 1971, were confirmed.

Conflict with Pakistan :

The Board adopted unanimously the foilming resolution on the recent conflict

with Paldstan : “!
o
N The Cemtral Parliamentary Board of the Swatantra Tarty P

congratulates our rmed Farces for the magnificent

manner in which they plamned the defence of .our country

and implemented the plans with such praiseworthy deter- c
mination, imaginativeness and efficiency. The people

of India also deserve congratulations for the manner

in which they cloged their ranlks and conducted them-—

selves with a discipline that augurs well -for “he }
future of this country. : :

The Government of India also deserves well of the - q
country far the cocl confidence with which it faced - .
the entire situation. " )

L
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Fortheoming Assembly Elections :

The Board then took up for consideration the Party's strategy for the £
coming Assembly Elections. .

Members werc informed that though the formal notification of the Zlccticnlk
Commission had not yet been received by the Netional Hcadquarters, the
Chief Election Commiggioner had at his Press conference in Now Delhi hin
December 29, announced the following : -

Pollinz will begin in the following eight States from March 5
to 1 1 5 'E"izo ]

Andhra Pradesh, Assam, lMedhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, ond l
the Union Territories of Goa, Daman, Diu.

In respect of t‘}e following States (which are under President's Rule)
;he Chief Election Commissioner stated that he had received =0 camunicatic
rom the Central Govermment for the holding of elections, Viza,

Gujorat, Punjab, Mysore, West Bengal, and the Umion
torritories of Menipur and Tripura.

Similarly, no communication h-a
. =4 been reeeived from the Central G v
Tegarding holding of eclections in Bihar, S

Jelations with Other Partics :

The questi ig :
thenqdissllzfzﬂg‘ all;r.‘l.mnccs and electoral ndjustments with othor Purtics was
°ds llombers were umnimously of the view that the Porty should

not seck or agree tg : 3 .
tiaa it Sha mumﬁwluiii.:ncca or adjustments with other opposition



In regard to adjustments at the Scate level, i;h:h Board g::ﬁzg ﬁ;‘?g;l:zr
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P g units at the State level were free, \ ey

iii:ynegoti::tiona or arrive at electoral ad justments, it being Oﬁgeiglff;r

that these would strictly relate to od justments “of scats and w

way involve common programmes or joint ecampaigning.

In thie oontext, the Board had before it, a- letter from the Prusgident of
the Punjab Unit of the Party, Sardar Fhupinder Singh Mamn that 1:3"101.1%11 :
carlier (bofore the outbrealk of the conflict with Pakiston) the State Uni
had decided to go it alone, they were now forced to congider -Samoc ln:nd of
an #lliance yith the Akalis in view of the climate in the Punjab arising
from the War, and the foct thot clections were tcking place so soon after
the Conflict and at such short notice. The Board decided to perm t the
Punjab Unit o negotintc with the Akalis an adjustment of seats and to keop
the Ndtionnl Headquarters informed from time to time.

Telengam

The President of the Anghra Regiomal Unit, Mr. G. Iatchanna, drav the
attention of the Board to a report on the Party's position in Telengana
where there was a move on the part of democratic opposition parties to form
a united front on the slogan of a separate state for Telengama to Oppose
the Ruling Congress,

The Telengana Regiomal Unit which was formed in November this yoar, desired
to join this United Front which would be camposed of various oppositioh
parties and would fight the election on a common symbol and the slogan of
a separate Telengana State.

The Telengans Regional Unit sought the Central Parliamentary Board's
permission to join the United Front and to contest the elections on a common
symbol vhich would not be the STAR. Mr. Iatchanna clarified that though

the Party's symbol would not be used, the Party's programme and its flag
would be publicised in constituencies where the Party's members were contest-
ing as United Front candidates,

The Board permitted the Tolengana Regionmal Unit to negotiate with the other
opposition perties in regard to such a United Fronmt, At the same time, the
Board_made :E.t clear that the Party should retain its identity and after the
electiong sit as Svatantra members in the Assembly.

Party Policies and State Manifestoes :
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i’hrs aerd was informed that the National Headquarters had so far received
Pproved the State Manifestoes of Gujarat, Bombay, Mcharashtra and Delhi.

A s ;
fier some discussion the Board decided that despite the situation croated

b i i

:Lb:; :Ez Ezce?.. 'confllct with Pakistan and the kind of atmospherc now prevalent

e Bain Ty no changes were warranted in the National Manifesto adopted
Oda meeting of the General Couneil last Hovember.

At th 3

aﬂp@é:ﬁ?"ﬁ;‘iﬂ;:ﬁg @5 felt a supplementary note highlighting certain

be prepered ang i‘ﬁcﬁgxeznﬂoﬂ;ﬂfﬂ%ﬁzh isﬁes of current relovance should
g ' te Units. this connecti .

Points were discussed for inclusion in the noto : S ol T
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1. Compulsory Military Training :

There should be campulsory military training for all college
gtudents for a pariod of two yearse

2, Urban Ceilings :

o e -

There vas not enough information available :‘.Ln regerd to the

nature of the ceilings and the manner in which it vas sought
To be implemented. While the Perty's fundamental position x
contimed to be one of opposition to the concept of ceilings,

the Party had, in the light of ceiling legislation alrcady 3
pessed in the various States, demanded @ | Jf
(a) that there should be no further lowering of é
ceilings, and

(b) cxisting land reform legislation already an
statute books should be speedily implemented.

Rajaji's suggestions :

The General Seerctary roported that he met Rajaji in Madras on January 1,
and discussed Party matters with him. 4

Durirg the discussions, Rajaji had suggested that the following points
necded to be highlighted, viz., (

1. the defence of the Constitution, ,

2. cxposing the evils of pommit licence gquota raj,

J» stross the nced for inercasing production. {

On the Board's request, Mr, Dandeker agreed to draft the Supplcmentary Hc-tex
incarporating these and other points of current relevance.

Finance :

The Board discussed the raising of funds for the forthcoming clcotions.

Mr. H.M. Patel, Iir. N. Dandeker, Mr. Manmu Amersey and Mr., Midhu lichia

reported thet they wore finding it difficult to persuade even those who had
helped the Porty in the past, to conmtribute this time. However, thoy said
that thoy wore doing their best but felt that State Units should make 2 mores
intensive effort to collect Tunds locally. l
The Board decided to advise Stote Units that in the light of thc limited j
resources that would be available, Statc Porlismentary Boards should, as fof

&;h possible, consider only those constituencies where the Party had an ._ﬂ.r..-:'.ri
chance. 3 '

Constituencics and Candidates :

Tzﬁ Gfinurr.l‘ﬂcer;t;-.ry reported thot wvhile no specific recamendations of

consultucncies and condid-tod had been roceived, some states had given a

i;hcml indieation of the constitucncics they wished to contest. The Board
°n undertook a State-wise asscssmert of tho Pirty's position.
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Te President of the Siate Unit, Rajmata Gayotri Devi said thot '{:hu State d
Unit would have to makc o bid for powerj in hor vicw, going & third time %
the people ond soying that the Party merely wanted to cmsucc & s;l:rong

" Opposition, would not help the Party's chonces in tho cléctions as the

_ Party would not be taken scriously.

a s

The Statc Presidemt, Mr. G. Iatchamna seid th-t in the 1967 cleetions, the
Party had cmerged as the leading Opposition Party in the Statc Asscmbly,
amexing 29 seats., Ho folt that State Unite had cvory hope of doing os viell,
1€ not botter, because apert from the Comunist Farty (Marxist) in the
coastal arcas, thorc was no other Party which could pose a scrious chellenge
to the Congress (R). ;

Mysore

The Presidont and Genoral Scerct ry of the Mysore Unit who wore prescnt af
the meoting said that the plans for putiing up a large mmber of condidates,
which they had made before the outbreck of hostilities with Polcistan, had
had to be curtciled due to the kind of atmospthere preveiling in lysore ond
also the fact that clcctions had becen 8o hastily called.

Mr. H.M. Patel reported that so for the State Parliamentary Board had decided
to scriously consider putting up 75 candidates in the State on the basis of
our performance in the 1967 elections. The atmosphere in the State with the
rapid disintegration of the Congress (0) was beneficial to the Porty amd

could be token advonmtoge of provided adeguate finaneial support wes aviailable.

Bambay :

Mr. Madhi_.t Mchta reported that the Purty hoped to contest onc or two scats
in the city und 3 to 4 scats in Mcharashtro,

Ptmjgg %

The President of the Punjab Unit had in o letter stated that in collaberation
with the Alnli Tnl, thoy might be able to sct up 10 candidates,

Madhye Pradesh:

——— e

i;cmire;igcn:md the General Seerct ry reported on the cfforts boing made
i m:.-}d_.v‘ﬂ_“? "nd hhharavﬂi!. Iaxmon Singh of Dungorpur. While Hr, P.X. Doo
55 h:;d E:&-. scrious uff-l:‘.!l"t in the Chattisgarh arca, lir. Bam Doyel Singh
eyl : z:frusrhud ¥ith the task of investigeting the possibilities of
Eimdcllm"p 3 2ble ez‘.rﬁldc:turca in cortain distriets in the Mol ,

and ond Indore divisions, had not yet submitied his rovort.

Rajya Sobha By-clection :

The Poard'a n o

Sabha frmlaD;.:;::d:ézf-nt?H; dlﬁm to an impending by—elcetion to the Rajy-
0 Diate rlis rdls o i oy T

Singh Deo as the Porty'o numinnzz?u gt R
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In this context, the Borrd also had before it o tclegram from Iir, Tribiloram
Tripothy, the Joint Seerctery of the Party st ting that ho hod personally
inspeetod the enrolment registors of Orissa State Unit ot Bhuboncswor Snd
hed found thot Mr., K,P. Singh Dco's nome did not fizurc eithor os © worker
or life workur of the Party. ?

In the context of the fact that Mr, K.P. Singh Deo hod not only been the
Porty's mamber in the Lok Sabha from 1967-71, but had also contostcd the
1971 elceetions as the Purty's candidite to the Lok Sabha fram Thenkanal,

it wos decided thet the General Seerclary should ascertein from the Orissa
State Office wheother Mr. K.P. Singh Dio was o memb.or of the Pirty on the
date of nominction viz., 3rd Jomtiry. If the answer was in the affirm:tive
then the Board's approval should be conveyed.

The meeting then terminated.



