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Extracts from Mr. B. P. Singh's Letter of June 26

to Mr. Dandeker

. Ae regards the Swatantri-BKD merger proposal, I am so
to e3y, that I fecl, falr consideration has l.!l&t becn :izu
to OCh, Charan Singh's proposal. I am particularly
because I led Ch., Charan Singh to believe, that leaders
the Swatantra Party were willing to consider hies proposal
favourably. But, if I may say so, he has simply been Asked
to surrender to the Swatsntra Party, unconditionally. In
talks with Rajaji and yourself on the subject, I the
impression, thot if there was no dbfference of epinion on
principlee, policies and manifesto, the Party would not
hesitate to accept the merger proposal. At least nelther
Raja]i nor youramelf ever indicated to me that you were not
interested at all in the merger of the two Parties; and
that you only w2nted absorption of the BKD, From your
note on the subject, it is clear, th7t there was no differ-
ence of opinion on the fundamentals. So long ae Ch. Charan
Singh accepts the content of the Swatantra idtolaii we
should not object to what he calls 'Gandhian Socialiem’
Socinlism is a very vague word, while Marxiesm is not.
Therefore, while we should have nothing to do With the
Marxists, we cannot afford to antagonise those, who prefer
to call themselves Gandhian Socialiste. We have ourselves
affirmed faith in the Gandhian concept of trustec-ship,
which is what, some people call Gandhian Socialism. S0 long
as we atand by our Statement of Principles, from which I
quote a few lines below, we oannot objeet to Gandhian
Socialism :

®*The Party adheres to the principle of trusteeshdp
adumbrated by Gandhiji®

"The Party shall in 311 matters keep before iteself the
cardinal teachings of Gandhiji®

Rajaji himself hae advocoted Gandhian Socialism in the last
issue of Swarﬂixﬂ (June 22, 1968) Writing under the caption
'Get the Ga an Blessing' Rajaji says,
' The profits made by the firm should be looked upon
as tﬁe prosperity fund belonging to the whole famil

of employeres and workers, Gandhian Sociall t?sul
not be a mere phrase but become A felt r:?[i!;

8 Socialism
biect to Ch. Charan Singh's Gandhian £
i:?1:€w2 gre prepared to accept it from Rajeil ¢

1 4o pot think, th1t Ch. Gharmm Singh w111 require

nareorshe 1y accept 'socinliem' as our basic philosophy.
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Mr. Dapdeker's Commenta

Nr. Charan Singh may be content with Gandhian

gy Ry g o By ot s gy
efells ey a er (osten

Democritio i7liem in one form or another.

The 'merger' which he (Mr, Dandeker) had in mind,
when Mr., B. P. Singh mentioned the possibility, was
2 close working together, including the mgu of
the B.K. D. into S¥atantra, But the "merger® which
Charan Singh advoested involved the merger of the

two Partiee to form a third Party, neceseirily invol-
ving the winding up of the Swatantra Party as swh,

certunl{ there ¢am be no objectlon to discusaling the
whole subject at the next meeting of the NHatiomm
Executive.




