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' AT THE RESIDENCE
OARD OF THE SWATANTRA PARTY HELD

o MR. 1. R. MASANI, 2 TUGHIAK ROAD, NEW DELHI ON
SATURDAY, 22ND__AUGUST 1970 AT 9 A.M. o ooooo---

Deyr MINUTES OF THE IEETING OF THE CENTRAL PARLTAMENTARY

~
Shri M. R. Mapani (in the Chair) [ wife
Prof. N. G. Ranga oo
Shri H. M. Patel
She#i Dabyabhei V. Patel,
Dr. R, C. Cooper

1. Condolence Resolution for late Sardar Basant Singh
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The President referred to the sudden and untimely death of
jate Sardar Basant Singh. The following Resolution was passed
by the Members standing $

Sardar Basant Singh's tragic death at the hands of assassins
was 8&n ovoidable tragedy had only the Union Government taken
gtern action against Naxalites and other anti-social elements.

Sardar Basant Singh, who has died & martyrs death, was a
founder member of the Party and General Seeretory of the
Party's Punjab Unit. He was a member of the Genepral Council
and Notional Exscutive of the Party.

In his death the Party has lost a valued collecgue, Punjab a
balanced politician and the country a patriotic citizen.

The Board hopes that the Punjab Government will leave no stone
unturned in bringing his assassins to book.

The Board converys its decpest sympathies to his family and
shares their grief and loss.

It was resolved that copies of the Resolution be forwarded to the
family of Sardar Besant Singh and the President of the.
Swatontra Party, Punjab.

2, Confirmation of Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting of the Ce¢ntral Parlismentory Board
held in Madras on July 20, 1970, were confimmed.

D Kerala General Elections :

The Board considered & detailed note prepared by the National
Headquarters regarding the forthcoming General Elections in Kerazla.

The Board weited t111 12 noon to receive and hear the represen-
tatives of the Kerala Unit of the Swatantra Party, who had promised
to proceed to Delhi for consultations. Since, owilng to dislocation
in the schedule of the Indian Air Lines Corporation, the represen-

tatives could not attend the Meeting., The Board deferred thi
el » » _BOE it
for considoration till 4 pm thot day. S o

4, Situation in Orissa :
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Mr. Masani reported that Mr, Sin .

: 2 . gh Deo, Chief Minister of Orisso
had becn to palpx and had consulted him in comnection with the ;
current crisis in Orissa and the attitude of our coalition
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cd the Board of the various
Ll cozg::zg; pgzcglgz ggfzii gince the previous meeting
of the Bocrd, He stoted thot according to the Hesclutionlpa:szidbio
the Jana Congress, they wonted the Govermment to be diuuodvo A
have & mid election, but they were presunably not prcpared :; &o0
polls jointly with the Swatantra Party. On the ctherdgagclutzon i
Swatantra Porty'!s unit in Orissa saw no reason for a t‘B Lr i972
felt thot the present government would be able to eon Lnuei 1 dEs
with or without support fron the Janc Congress. Mr. Mg:n% Ex Lones
that with effect from 22nd a three day me?tlng of the ate itcct'on
and Council was being held in Orissa to discuss the enti;c s tua.1 tﬂu
He had responded to Mr, R.N, Singh Deo's request to participate 1ni 2
discussion. The members present briefed Mr. Masani abou? the}r viewse
and loft the final decision to the President in oonsultation with the :
Prosident of the Orissa Unit of the Party. It was further decided that,
unless there was major disagreement between the two, the matter need
not be brought back to the Central Parliamentary Board for a decision.

partnors, t :
developments which ha

Situation in Gujarct

Mr, H.M. Patel reported thot one of the defecting legislators had come
back to the fold of the Swotantra Party. As a result of this the
strength of the Swatantra Party and the defectors in Gujarnt wes equal
at 25 each. Two of the Swatcntrae Party M.L.A.s has not joined the
Rebel Group, but had left, one to join the Syndicate end the other had
decided to sit as an independent member,

Gurdaspur by-elcction

The Board then took up the question of nominetion of o candidate for
the by-election in Gurdaspur Constituency for the Punjab State Legis-
lature. The Punjab Unit of the Swatantra Party wes represented by
the following three rcpresentatives :

1. Bhai Gobinder Singh Sidhu, President, Punjab Swatantra Party.
2. Roghubir Singh, Vice President, Punjob Swotantra Party.
3. Harbans Singh Bhalla, Secretory, Dist. Swetantra Party, Gurdaspur.

The representatives of the Punjab Swatantra Party werc heard., The
President and General Secrctory spprised the Members of the Board of the
correspondence and developments which had teken place since the meeting
of the Central Parliamentary Board in May 1970 in New Delhi. They
also placed before the Board the statistics regarding the 1967 clections
to the Gurdaspur consti tuency. After due consideration of the matter,
the Board decided not to endorse any candidate for the forthcoming
election to the Gurdaspur Constituency. Shri Reghubir Singh, Vice -
President of the Swatantra Porty, Punjab, suggested thet the matter
chould be discussed &t & meeting of the representatives of the
Swatantra Party, the Jan Sangh and the Organisation Congress, The Board
requosFed Shri D. V. Patel to try and errange ¢ nocting of the repre-
sen?atlvea of the three parties in the near future, whon the represcn-
tatives of the Punjab Unit of the Swatantra Party could put their poing
of viow regarding the chonces of candidates bcélonging to the three
Partics. Only in the cvent of the other two partice being convinecd
tpat the Swotantra Party should put up & candidctc should the
fugtuntrn Party /consider its decision. The Gonernl Scorotory was dirce-
ed to write a lctter to the Election Commissioncr to say that due to the

sad demise of Sordar Basant Sinsh nobody i j
g in Punja )
autherisc the use of the Party': symbol? T

Lotter to Mysoro M.L,Ap

The Board considored a draft of o

o 1C‘ttOI' o <] "
Srocnivasan, Genersl Sceretary, ogeived from Shri V.T.

Swatontra Party, Mysore Stato, to be
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ding their
JL.,A,s in the Mygore State Assenbly regar
addifzz;:tzznﬂiﬁ the.S.V.D. The Board af ter discussing the matter,
g;;rO?ed the draft subject to certain corrections suggested by the

President.,

Rajasthan Municipal Election
There being no further information availeble regording the for?hcomiqg
Municipal and Panchayot Elections in Rajasthan, there was no discussion
on this matter,

The neeting was then adjourned till 4 pm to await arrivulvof the
representotives of the Kerala Swotantra Party ond to take decision
regording forthcoming General Election in Keralai

The Centrol Parliomentary Board agoin met at 4 p.nm. at the residence of
Mr. M. R, Masani on the same day

Pregont s
=resent

Mr. M. R. Masani (inthe Chair)
Shri Dahyabhai V. Patel

Shri H,M, Patel

Dr, R. C. Cooper

Since the Kerala represcntatives could not come to Delhi on account aof
dislocation of I.A.C. services, the Board decided to consider the matter
and toke decisions on the basis of available informaticn, correspon-..
dence”, newspaper reports and the note prepared by the National
Headquarters.

After considerable disocussion, the following decisions were tgken :

1) The Swatantra Perty in Kerala should be permitted te put upto
four nominations before the last dote as recomended by the State
Unit for the Constituencies viz., Ranni, Poonjer, Thodupusha,
Alleppey.

2) Negotiations should thereafter take place with the other Parties,
viz., Jona Sangh, Organisation Congress and Kercla Congress to come
to suitable understandings and avoid needless conflict,

3) The President and General Secretory of the Swatantre Party

were authorised to guide the Kerala Unit in regord to withdrawals
and any other natter.

4) Tholrgquest of the Kofcld'§;E¥£htra-ﬁnif-for Jjeeps nnd_flﬁaﬂéb' for
fighting the elections should be considercd sympathetically,

Privote Mombers Bill

g?eicgniral Secretary informed the Bo
iri F.K. Deco, MP, to move a Privote Menbers Bill in P a z
an amcndmont‘to the Appointment of Judges Act to t;e eﬁititnzﬂth:EEQSin”
i;n%og;?ui‘h;udgc of the Supreme Court should be nade the Chicf Justice
tignné?éhrifter considerable discussion the Bonrd accepted the sugges-
Sy th&.ﬁ. ?atel thn? the amenduent should be to the effect thot
C]iaf‘J ¥ ‘ seéniormoss’ judge should be clevoted to the post of

1 ustice of India, but thot in any event,  any other Judge of the

ard of a request reccived fron



Suprene Court nay be made the Chief Justice of India, but not aon
outeider. Such judge must have served on the Suprene Court of India
for o minimum period of at lecst two years. The Boord decided thot
Shri P.K, Deo, MP, may be permitted to move the amendment on the lines
sugzested above, Members of the Party should be pernitted to oppose
the Bill, but since no whip or mandate would be issued, any menber of
the Swatontra Porty may sbstain fron voting if he so desired.

The Boord then concluded its deliberations.



