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Place & Time: A% Prof, Ranga's residance u!!nnl-ﬂ. mm;-l)

Subjects Baaratiya Xranti Dal (D),
Present: Frof., Ranga
!t.l.lhnh‘mlr) Swatantra Party,

Ch. Charan 8ingh

¥i, Gopsl Bh'ltl.'iE KD,
‘l‘. 7

1. The discussion ¢encemed the sugmestion, emanating fr
Oh. Charan Singh (Presidant of FKD in U.F.) and cenveyed
through lir, Bhanu Pratap Singh (Presidant of the Swatantra
Party in U,F,), that the Swatantra Paxty, mKD, SSP and
other like-minded demgoratic Partiece or Groups in Indla
:Emgd l;rgﬂ'h:: :r?‘::t; new p:rt.r,--n gort of national

mocratioc Y a suiiable name), It wanm

that such a Party should exelude s gt

== all the parties of the lafg
including 28P; and

=~ tha Jena Sangh and other
cgmmns; Fartien,

It was pointed out that there were indications that P3P
would favour tho formatisn of such a Party; and in faot
thay were due very Gorn to oconsidar the proposal at their
nationgl executive level; and if the Swatantzra Party alss
came in, a sirong united demeoxntio opposition party sould
emerge as the only effective challenger to the Congrass,
not only during the ensuing mid-term elections(which were
already scheduled for West pengal and U.P,, and would almost
certainly teke place alse wilkhin the next yesr gr a@s in
mibar, Tunjab and Madhya Pradash), but sglsc in the Ganeral
Election of 1972 P

2, Frof, Hanga and I indicated our reluctancae o zo along wi th
the suggestion becauiga, wa felf, 1t oould raise more
problems than it would sdve, The Swatantra Paxriy was
alreddy a woell established and well orzanised party=--
notably in Rajethsa, Qujzat; BDombay City, Mysore, Madras
Andhra Pradash and Orisea, To merge this into a M;r
with %D, PSF and other nn the linaes proposed eon we
felt, preve a very difficult task as regards carrying with
uns not snly the rank and file of our Party put alsp our
wall-organised State Party Miits. The BXD had no such .
jxoblem because it was hardly one year old; md the PSP
right not have to emcounter meh difficulties bécause it
was already bresking up, Moreover, in the matter of
dnotrinal unity there was for us the d&ifficulty that both
™D and PSF h=d "gocielisn® as their main plamk, And
procisely heosuse of this there was the added M ondvantam
thnt our seurcaes of finsnce might eell dry up becauss,
with such a merged party, there would bhe ttls to
detinmuish 4t from the ﬁongrun Paxty. It would be no
answer to this $- aay that the pnew Farty would subocribe
ts "Gandhian Sosialisn®, bacause most pesple do not imow
the difference batween this and other ver ants of *
ngscinlian®, I said that the phrase "Gandhian socinliom
was in fact a ooniradiction in terms becauce ¥ahatma

Gandhi was oppesed to "Sacialism”,
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aﬂa. an alternative to Prof, Ran
hat the batter opuras il be For e mn AL m:.
# he Swntantre Y. Thie would gecure all the '
with 1ittle or none of the disadvan
parties tn form a new Party, There would be the §
added advantage that the fOwatantra Party's by.n
estahlished Flectinn 1l and Flag, -- -mz had cest us
a great deal o popu ga with the punlio, -- would contime
to hold tha field instead of having apain ‘o popularise a
new flag and a new Symhel, Prof, Ranca added tr:‘l he
inticlprated no diffioculty ahout fitting inte the Swatantra
Party some of the lsading personalitiaes of WKD; and indeed,
he sald, he would even be willirg to step down from the
Presidentship of the Party in favouf of Ch,Charan Sirgh and
one of the =KD MPs comld become the oecond Dy, Leader of the
Farty in Parliatamt,

4, However, thi=z suczgesiion was Not wvarmly received by Ch,
Chavan Singh, He felt that while in termes of rles,
politics and manifeats the B could casily go along with
this !llﬂﬂnhon,' thore was the real difficulty that the
Swatantira Farsy's public image was, =-- r*ightly or wrongly,
--that of a Party of Rajas, Maharaias, and
Caplteliste, The puilic fiew of the Swutmira Party was that
there was no place in it for the "JHitleman " and that

43 ell 1ts policles tended to {u¥our big businees and large
scale faming, We argued about this a great deal, but it
wet ntVicusly en ircgneluelive crguman® Leoause while @h,
Ch.Charan Singh had no quarrel with the Swatmtra Party's
prinoiplae, Dpoliecies and muwoifants ox Lty leaders, he was
plainly allergio to its public imgge.

5. The naxt altemmative we suggesnied as a ig was that
in thes ensuing mid-temm alact ans, whathar Iin West Pengal,
U, P, or elsewhara, the Swatantra Farty md the TED should
work tomether closely an 2ha pattarn of ocur =Gommornl.
Election allianGe with the Jana Congress Party in oriassa.

I added that we wore equally 9ager to wark it in U,P, where
tha BKD, imstead of the Swatanira Farty, would be the likely
mo{or partner". I alss mentioned that { f mich an arrange-
mant could be worked out ad he@ for U,F, and elesewhere
(whanever and wherever there wera mid-term alectiona) we
Goulid aven conaider axtending some financial assistance to
BKD. ®oth Prof. Ranga and I emphaikised that we saw II!;::!

S poscitilitioes in this sert of arrangenant at this juno
thap in merging tho twe partiee (and others) to form a new
mriy.

|
é. Wa ended up Ly agreeing to give furthar thought to the three
llternatives and to keep our minds open concerning all of
fthem. ZBven so, I made it clear that any kind of merger

' hich required us axpressly to accaph "Soclalism™ as our
mpezic FPhilosephy was unlikely %o b e acceptabla, Meanwhile,
I promised te sand to Oh,Charan Singh n Gopy of the pre-
Slactien "Commen Programia™ we and the Jana Congress had
agraad % in oriassa in 196£ and alse the Toink Decluration
we had signed about working together after the Eleot ion,
whether in forminz a Covernmmt (if wa together were in a
majority in ths Lepislature) or in opposition to a Congress
Gorarnma b,

sd/=-
(¥,Dandeka).



