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MASANI: Socialism and Cammunism have in theory the same objectivey
gmwmmwu-mwd\.ﬂmmw
based on the principle: 'h:-uﬂhlan;}.hm eapacity,
to each according to his need." In practice, such & society

would be based on more or less complete equality in the ecomomic

sphere and the fullest democracy in the political sphere.

While, however, the theoretical objective is common, there is a
wide divergencc in the methods that Socialists and Commmnists
seek to employ in achieving the common goal. I would say that
whenever democracy exists and it is possible through the ballot-
bax to change over fram the capitalist to the socialist society,
the Socialist would confine himself to this method and would avoid
a resort of bullets. Of course, in countries where democracy is
not established, unconstitutional methods like the general strike

would alsc be considered legitimate socialist weapons.

STIMSON1 What does the communist Lelieve in 7

MASANI : In what is called the "dictatorship of the proletariat.” The
theory is that the Communist Party, on behalf of the working class
leads a viclent revolution, captures power, and installs itself
..aucumunmmtumgnamumru
+imx the working class. After other classes have been "liquidated
fdelightful term) snd the classless society has been achieved,
the dictatorship dissclves itself and * society of the free and
the equal,” as Lenin called it, comes into existence. Experience
on the other hand, that the distatorship is inx prac-

has shown,

tice not cne of the proletariat but over the proletariat and
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' such a dictatorshipie@iilies no intenticn whatscever of

"liquidating” itself after the period of transitiem,
ss Lenin had hoped. It i» claimed by Communists that

this is only a transitory phase. That, however, remains

to be seen.

Can you summarize the @ifference for us 7

What it boils down to is that the Cammunist is prepared
to sacrifice political democracy and individual liberty
for the sake of the abclition of private property, while
the Socialist, tc whom freedom is more preciocus, prefers
to hang on to democracy and liberty whilst striving to
transform the capitalist society into the socialist
society. To the axtent that there would seem to be
greater econamic equality and social democracy in couns
tries like Sweden or Norway than in Russia, it would
appear that perhsps, after all, the Socialist method of
hastening slowly ylelds better and quicker results than
the communist method of violent revoluticn snd dictator-

ship.

what kind of educational reconstructicn should take place

after the war 7

If we assvme - and it is not a very rash assumption
that the Allies, who sre fighting for democracy, will
in the war, then it seems inevitable ihat great changes

l.lly'
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WLl be made in the educaticoal systems of She demccratie
countries. -

What does this mean ?

Wall, in the democratic states of the future, privilege
will coumnt for nought, and by privilege I mean consideratins
of wealth and social status. Equal educational facililies
will be offered to all and every boy and girl, whether rich
or poor, high or low, will be able to avil themselves of

all the educationmal facilities their country has to offer,

Yes, and it is safe to predict the free campulscry education
for all from the elementary stage up to the end of the
adolescent period = will be established in egery progressive
country, that curriculam will become more practical snd
diversified and less narrow and bookish than at present,
that professional and higher education will be thrown open
(at the expense of the State) to all who have the aptitude
and ability to profit by sdvanced courses of study. In the
"Brave New World" to whi&h we lock forward, the first
responsibility of civilised States will be to safeguard the
interests of each and every citizen and the most powerful
instrument for socisl betterment will be a sound system of
educaticn - education in its widest sese - available to
every child (including even thcse who are physically unfit

or mentally retarded),

I would agree that in outline, appears tobe the future of
education in thoe countries which will become democratic

in the truest sense of the term,

Y
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MYERS1 To my mind there are 't least two. Perhaps I'd better outline
them first at least as they appear to me, and then say how, in

my opinion, they are likely tobe affected by the spread of Basic

English.
HAMPTON : That sounds a good idea.
MIERS1 The two problems are of course Inter-related. The first is that

of the school=boy,say a little Punjabi boy often. His own lange
uage is Punjabi. He has to learn it. He will probably go to middle :
school where Hindi or Urdu im the médiwm of instruction, So he has |
tok learn that too. All that mesns & tremendous burden of lang-

usge learning.

The experts say that this babel of tongues causes not a little

to zonfusion in his mind, His thoughts are unconscicusly being
translated into different modes of speech. Later on, when he becomes
a pleader, he will be heard waying in court: "Yeh argument water

nshin hold karta hai" (Laughter)

MYEASs Yes, it's very funny but it's rather tragic toc, I think it wss
Sam Neth Chile who said that what is wrong with Indisn students is
that because of all this language-lesrning their thought is hande
icapped. They don't learn their own language properly. They don't
master the foreign ome forced on them. They just fall between two

stocls. They are so taken up with words thet they have no time

for ideas.

b.ﬂlsj-
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Surely you're not going to suggest they should only lesrn
English 7

Of course not. On the contrary English is the Chief Culprit,
Ir-“lrwtotth-wbuwwhnlq“uq,
in which it was estimated that learning English takes up one-
thirdotthohhlpﬂndurdmumfrﬂﬂlopﬁ-ﬂh&o
wiversity stage, and even at that the committee doubted whebier
= what were the words - the object of all this labour was

properly achieved,
But youx can't eliminste English either.

No, and thet's where Basic English comes in., It's & practical

English, as opposed to & literary English. It's a scientifie

English, as opposed o a Shélley or Shakespeare English. It can
express all the practical ideas that anyone would want to express,
but leaming it takes much less than cne-third of the total
pericd of educationj I doubt if it would take as much as one

twentieth. That would certainly lessen the burden.

But, well, msn does not live by bread slone. Don't you think

Shelley is ap integral part of education for every student?

For every inglish student, yes. Perhaps even for a few Indian
studenta who have a gift for language and literature, who are gpmr
going to be writers, srtists and wo on. Surely not for the grest
ma jority of students.
How many of them ever rwally make anything of

Hail to thee, blithe spirit

Bird thou never wert . « « « «
Incis has her own posts. Why saddly them with ours - with a

different background, tradition, language snd so on. And far

sessbf=
the few elite
—— =
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the few elite, it will do thes no harm to start with Basic
as a :m.uu.hw-mnh-mmmu

over sgain that Basic is the best/step to Enflish for whatever

purpose it may ultimately be used.

I think we see your point. What wes the other problem you hsd

in mind 7

That's the problem of intercommmication between, say the
Punjabi-speaking Punjabi and the Tamil-speaking Madrasi, India
badly needs & lingus franca and the only possible cne seems to
be a king of Yindustani, a sort of compromise between Hindi
and Urdu, in Roman script. Unfortunately it looks as though
these tWo major languages are diverging rather than converging,
end a compromise seeus fu-ther off th:n ever, That's only one
of the two tendencies- the other thing towards the adoptimn
of a basic Hindustani. I'm not suggesting for e that
Basic Enlish could ever becoms en All-India lingus franca
that wouldn't be natural. But I think that the teaching of
English as a second lznguage on Basic lines in all the schoals,
and the general spread of Basic English for technical training
purposes will make the principles of scienfific word selection
better known and so may pave the way to a Basic Hindustani
in which neutral linguistic principles, and not partisan comm-

wnal prejudices, will be the determining factor.

Well, it will be interesting to see how it all develops in

the next five or ten years.

l.l-?/-
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Very interesting indeed. “f course the success of Basic, like
that of every other great invention, depends ultimately o Peoplel,.
mﬂtvhnwulu,tcammmwtlun
mlﬁtmerut&-tmtchluothdeh“hmﬂmdw
people like Churchill and Rosevelt, on what we may be sure wss
expert advice, and the fact that it has been officially adopted
by the British Governmentxsmes cuts both ways. Churchill and

Rosevel's support might actively put scme people off |}

Would you advocate the study of Modern Bnglish Literature for

an “ndian University Exsmination?

1 am glad you asked me this question, because for a long time

I have been of opinion that University authorities in Indis tend
to minimize the importance of contemporary English literature,
The Academic mind im conservative all the world over and the
reverence paid in India to the English slassics ycu hear that cne
Indian University (I need not mention the name) have decroed t'at
no English work publihed after the yesr 1900 shall be studied as

a text by first or second year students ¢

Yes, this decision seems to me to be culpably wrong and, even,

educa ionally unsound.

In the first place, young pecple are = and always have been,
more interested in contemporary suthors, than in the writers of
any past age — no matter how important from the histopkeal or
the literary point of view. This is only naturel, because modern
suthors use the language of todsy - the l-nguige which educated
people speak, which is found in mmwsp newspapers and magezines
and heard on the radicm.

rvc.ﬁ/‘
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lc leave them to grope in the dark withcut anyguidance in their choic

of bocks which are really worth reading ?

Tes, the best introdeution to the English classics is by way of con=
temporary literature = It is well-known educational maxim that we
should proceed from the more to the less familiar - from Bernard Shaw
to Shakespeare = rather than the other way about. Finally, there is
an abundance of suitable works written in this country from which to
choose in every branch of literature = works which, despite acedemic

blindness, will assuredly rank with what is now recognised as the best

4n the language. My conviction is that Indian Universities should give

pride of place to modern English literature and reserve the study of
the claseics for those few who have prcmmounced litersry tasks and

who wish to specialime.
Who ure the important Indian writers in the English language today ?

None of the Indian writers in English whom I would consider important
and literary figures, because few works of literary importance or ap-
tistic excellence have bern produced by Indisms in English. Raja
Kac's Kenthapurem and Vijaytimga's Grass For My Feet are perhaps
exceptions that stand out by reason of their exquisite handling of
the English langusge. But none of these writers has yet produced a

work of far-reaching importamce. For this, we have to search beyend

the literary field.
You must have a shot at some names,

The most distinguished Indisn writer of English prose todsy is Fahatma

Gandhi. He has made a style and & language all his owm, eambining

o-o.gf"'



i WU N

STIMSON:

MYERS:

=
qualities of Sanskritic nobility, Bitlicsl expressiveness and
peasant simplicity. The influence his writing wield puts him
in the first rank of world writers. The second »riter of impore
tance im Jawsharlal Nehru. Passages in his Au§obiography have
bemn described s monuments to the sheer sensitivity English
prose can attain.
Others I would mention as worthy of inclvsion in this very short
list are Sarojini Neidu, Anand Coomaraswami, Dr. Radhakrishnan

and Shree Aurcbindc Ghosh.

What prospects does a career in journalism hold out for young

Indian graduates after the war 7

z
Prospects in Indian journaliem? For hard but interesting ploneer,

work I should say plenty.As for the "pice" aspect - every chance,
The position after the war will be rather like what it was in
England say 30 or 4O years ago. If the Sergent Scheme goes throuy
there will be & much greater number of wchools turning cut much
greater number of boys and girls able and anxicus to read but with
ncthing suitable for them to read. Similarly, it wes the starting
of compulsory education - the Board Sehocls = in England that mad:
possible Lord Northcliffe's meteoric cateer. But it's taken Eng-
lish journalists 30 years to organise themselves into & well paid
honourable professiocn, and the road hasn't besn sway. At the
soment journslism is I should say the Cinderella of all professicr
in India - no status, no security, badly peid, bsdly orgenised.
whether it remains like this in the postewsr era depends on the
extent to which ‘ndian Joursnlists can learn from the mistakes

of the west snd of course their readiness to co-operdie for the

comron good. Indian joursnlism im in its infancy. It's e~ vk

2z .ll.l
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¥yield dividends.

How far is patriotism & wvirtus 7

It was Dr. Semuel Johnson, 4 think} who exclaimed: "Pat-
riotism, Sir, is the last refuge of a scoundrel. "Far bek

it from me tc endorse that rather one-sided verdict, though
one can think of many instances where it would be justified.
The simplest and finest manifestation of patriotism is the
love of cne's own country, with its rivers and its mcuntains
and its trees and its [lowers and cf its pecple with all their
virtues and follies. So long as this love for cne's country
and counurymen is accoppanied by a love of all human beings,
belanging to olher countries as well,y there con be little to
be said sgainst .t. When, however, it this love of cne's
counlry takes precedence over love for rest of humanity, it
beccmes @ positive menace. "F¥ country, right or wrong® is

the slogen under which masses of people, who call themselves
patriots, are led to fight ware and to destroy harmless pecple
very much like themselves whc héppan to be on the other side
of & frentier. In this aggressive fore, naticnalism has proved
to be the curse of the Zuropesn pecple, both in this eentury

and the last.

Now-a-days, raticnaliss is slso taking root in countries of
the East} like indis and Chins, and some argument holds good
to the extent that such a feeling desires the freedom of its
comtry from external interference and deminaticns, it is a
gocd thing, because there can be nc real intermsticnaliss

except betlween naticns whibh are free and equal.
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“bat is the difference between Socislism and Commmism ¥
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based on the prineciple: mm-mumm&,

to each according to his need.” In practice, such a society

would hh-dmﬂ-wlmwmmwmu-m
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sphere and the fullest democrecy in the political sphere.

While, however, the theoretical objective is cammon, there is a
wide divergence in the methods that Socialists and Communists
seek to employ in achieving the common goal. I would say that
whenever democracy exists and it is possible through the ballot-

bax to chénge over from the capitalist to the socialist scciety,
Socialist would confine himself to this method and would svoid

a resort of bullets. Of course, in countries where democracy is
not established, unconstitutional methods like the general strike

would also be considered legitimate sccialist wespons,

What does the communist believe in 7

In whst is cslled the "dictatorzhip of ihe proletarist.” The
theory is that the Communist Farty, on behalf of the working elass,
leads a viclent revolution, captures power, and installs itsell

as a dictatorial Government acting as 3 sort of trustee for

hgx the working class. After other classes have been "liquidated

fdelightful term) and the clsssless society has been schieved,
the dictatorship dissclves itself and " soclety of the free and
the equsl,” as Lenin called it, comes into existence. Experience

has shown, on the other hand, that the distatorship is inx prac-

tice not cae of the proléarist but over the pro) etarist and
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that it ends W in the dictatorship of che man-funse
tioning through a hiersrchy of buresucrats. Also,

such & dictatorship showss no intention whatsoever of
"liguidating® itself after the period of transitim,
es Lenin had hoped. It s claimed by Communists that

this {s only a transitory phase. That, however, remsing

to be sem.

Can you summarize the @ifference for us 7

What it boils down to is that the Cammmnist is prepared
to sacrifice political democracy and individual liberty
for the sake of the abolition of private property, while
the Socialist, to whom freedow is more precicus, prefers
to hang on to democracy and liberty whilst striving to
transform the capitalist society into the socialist
society. To the extent that there would seem to be
greater econamic equality and social democracy in coun-
tries like Sweden or Norway thsn in Russis, it would
appear that perhaps, after all, the Socislist methed of
hastening slowly ylelds better and quicker results than
the communist method of viclent revoluticn snd dictator-

ship.
what kind of educaticnal reconstructicn should take place
after the war 7

I1f we assume - and it is not a very rash assumption
that the Allies, who sre fighting for democracy, will
in the war, then it seems inevitable Ut great changes

u.-)f-
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countries.

What does this mean 7

Wall, in the democratic states of the future, privilege
will comt for mought, and by privilege I mesn considerstions
of weslth and social status. Equal educaticnal facilities
will be offered to all snd every hoy and girl, whether rich
or poor, high or low, will be able to avil themselves of

211 the educationsl facilities their country has to offer,

Yes, and it is safe to predict the free compulscry education
for all from the elementary stage up to the end of the
adolescent periocd ~ will be established in egery progressive
country, that curriculam will become mors prectical and
diversified and less narrow and bookish thén at present,
that professional snd higher education will ba thrown cpen
(at the expense of the State) to all who heve the sptitude
snd ability to profit by edvanced courses of study. In the
*Brave New World" to whidh we lock forward, the first
responsibility of civilised States will be to safeguard the
interests of each ond every citizen and the most powerful
instrument for socisl betterment will be a sound system of
educaticn - educaticn in its widest sese - available to
every child (including evem those who are phyei-ally wmfit

or mentally retarded).

I would agree that in outline, appears tobe the future of

education in thae countries which will become democratic

in the truest sense of the term.
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language protlem 7 I've always thought Indis bes & mumber of

mpm-xm-Mmmmrua in mind.

Well, what would you consider to be the chief problem ?

To my mind there are -t least two. Perhaps I'd better outline
them first st least as they appear to me, and then say how, in
my opinion, they are likely tobe affected by the spresd of Basic

English.

That sounds a good idea.

The two problems are of course inter-related. The first is that
of the schoolsboy,say & little Punjabi boy often. His own lang-
uage is Punjabi. He has to learn it. He will probatly go to middle
school where Hindl or Urdu im the mddium of instruction., So he has
tok lesrn that toc. All that mesns & tremendous burden of lang- |

usge learning.

The experts say thal this babel of tongues causes not a little

to confusion in "is mind. His thoughts are wncanscicusly being
translated into different modes of speech, later on, when he becon
a pleader, he will be heard waying in courts "Yeh arpument water

nshin hold karta hai" (Laughter)

Yes, it's very funny but it's rather trsgic toc. I think it wis

Som Hath Chile who said that whet is wrong with Indisn students L
that tecause of 81l this language-learning their thought 1s hand-
icapped. They don't lesrn their own lamguage properly. They den't
master the foreign one forced cn them. They just fall between twc

stocls. They are so taken up with words that they have no time

for ideas.

ll'.sf-
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Surely you're not goibg to suggest they should on.,
English ?

Of course not. Un the contrary English is the Chief Culprit,

I remember & report of the Funjab Usiversity Inquiry Committes,
in which it was estimated thet learning English takes up ocne-
third of the total pericd of education from the primery to the
university stige, and even at that the comnmittee doubted whetiper
- what were the worde - the object of all this lsbour wes

properly achieved.
But youx can'y eliminate English elther.

No, snd thet's where Basic English comes in. It's a practical
English, as opposed to & literary English. It's a scientific
English, as opposed to @ Shelley or Shakespesre English. It can
express all the practicsl ideas that anyone would want to express,
but leaming it takes much less than one-third of the total 1

period of educaticnj I doubt if it would take as much as one

twentieth. That would certainly lessen the burden.

But, well, man does not live by bread alone. Bon't you think

Shelley is an integral part of education for every student?

For every English student, yes. Ferhaps even for s few Indimn
students who have a gift for language and litersture, who are gmin
going to be writers, artists and wo on. Surely not for the grest
s jority of students.
How meny of them ever really make anything of

Hail to thee, blithe spirit

Bird thou never wert . « « « »
Incis has her own posts. Why seddlp them with ours — with 8

different background, treditiom, language and sc on. And as for

n"u-
the few alite
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purpose it may ultimately be used.

I think we see your point. What was the other protlem you had

in mind 7

That's the problem of intercommunication between, say the
Funjabi-speaking Punjabil and the Tamil-speaking Madrasi. Indis
badly needs & lingus franca and the cnly posaible one seema to
be a king of §industani, & sort of compromise between Hindl
and Urdu, in Eomsn script. Unfortunately it loocks &s though
these two major langusges are diverging rather than converging,
and & compromise seems {u-ther off thin ever. That's only one
of the two tendencies- the other thing towards the adoption
of a basic Hindustani. I'm not suggesting for ane that
Basic En-lish could ever become an All-India lingus france
that wouldn't be natural. But 1 think that the tesching of
English as & seccnd l,nguage on Basic lines in all the schodls,
and the general spread of Basic English for technical training
purposes will make the principles of scienfific word selection
better known and so may pave the way to a Basic Hindustani
in which neutral linguistic principles, snd not partisan comm-

wnal prejudices, will be the determining factor.

Well, it will be interesting to see how it all develops in

the next five or ten years.

'll..?,-



STIMSON:

HAMFTON:

STIMSONs

HAMPTCN:

-
vqnmm“rmﬁ.m-ulm...

that of every other grest inventicn, depends uitimately on Peoplel;
mﬂbhn-m,mlmmhmdn
m.ktthcfntthnthachlnotlulehtnbt-mw
mm-wmmz.ummumum--
‘up."l. advice, and the fact that it has been officlally adopted
by the British Governmentxsmes cuts both ways. Churehill and

Rosevel's support might actively put some pecple off

Would you advocate the study of Modern BEnglish Literature for

an *ndisn University Examinaticm?

I am glad ycu asked me this question, because for a long time

1 have been of opinicn that University suthorities in indis tend
to minimize the importasnce of contemporary English literature.
The Academic mind im conservative all the world over and the
reverence paid in Indis tc the English elassics you hear that one
Indian University (I meed not meniion the nane) have decreed t'ast
no English work publihed after the year 1900 shall be studied as

a text by first or second yesr students ¢

Yes, this decisicn seems to me tc be culpably wrong and, even,

educa lonally unsound.

In the first place, young people are - and always have been,
more interested in contemporery authors, thsn in the writers of
any past age - no matter how important from the histookcsl or
the literary point of view. This is only natural, beceuse modern
suthors use the language of today - the 1-nguage which educsted
people spesk, which is found in mmx=p newspapers and msgezines
and heard on the radicm.

lll's/-
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of bocks which are retlly worth reading ?

Yes, the best introdcution to the English classics is by way of con~
tesporery literature = It is well-known educaticonsl mexim that we
should proceed from the more to the less familisr - from Bernard Shaw
to Shekespeire - rather then the other way about. Finally, there is
an abundance of suitatle works writtenm in this country from which to
chocse in every branch of literature = worke which, despite acedemic
blindness, will assuredly rank with what is now recognised as the best
in the lsnguage. My conviction is that Indian Universities shculd give
pride of place to modern English literoture and reserve the study of
the classics for those few who have prammounced literary tasks and

who wish to specialime.
Who :re the important Indian writers in the English language today 7

Mone of the Indian writers in Fnglish whom I would consider imporisnt
and literary figures, because {ew works of literary importance or ap-
tistic excellence have bern produced by Indians in English. Raja
Rao's Kanthapuram and Vijaytmgs's Grass For My Feet are perhaps
excepticns that stand cut by resson of their exquisite handling of

the English language. But ncne of these writers has yet produced a
work of far-reaching importance. For this, we have to search beyond

the literary field.
You must have a shot al some names.

fhe most distinguished Indisn writer of English prose today is Fahatma

Gandhi. He bas made & style and a language all his o, combining

(T -9/-



STINSONs

HYEAS,

-9-
Qualities of Sanskritic nobility, Biblical w--
mtmw.mmm-mmuuu-umm
umnmmanmmm.mmuﬂwdm
tance is Jawaharlal Nehru, Passages in his Au§cbiography have
Md—ﬂbﬂum&hhﬁum&uﬂwm
prose cen attain.
Others I would mention as worthy of inclusicn in this very short

list are Serojini Naidu, Anand Cocmaraswami, Dr. Radhskrishnan

and Shree Aurcbindc Ghosh.

What prospects does & career in journalism hold out for young

indisn graduates after the war 7

®
Frospects in Indian journalism? For hard but interesting picneer,

work 1 should say plenty.As for the "pice” aspect - every chance.
The position after the war will be rather like what it was in
England say 30 or 40 years ago, 1f the Sergent Scheme goes through
there will be 3 much greater number of wchools turning cut much
greater number of boys and girls able and anxicus to read but with
nothing suitable for them to read. Similarly, it wes the starting
of compulsory educaticn - the Board Schools ~ in England thit made
possible Lord liortheliffe's metecric career. But it's taken Eng-
1ish journslists 30 pears Lo orginise themselves into & well paid
honourable profession, and the road hasn't been sway. AL the
moment journalims is I should say the Cinderella of all professions
in Indis - no status, no security, badly paid, bedly organised,
shether it remains like this in the post-war ers depmds cn the
extent to which ‘ndisn Jouranlists can learn from the mistakes

of the west nd of ccurse their resdiness to co-operate for the

comron good. Indian ouranliss is in its infancy. It's hard work
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yield dividends.

How far is patrictiss a virtus ?

It was Dr. Samuel Johnson, 4 think} who exclaimed: "Pat~
riotimm, 5ir, is the last refuge of a scowndrel. "Far bet

it from me to endorse that rather one-sided verdict, though
cne can think of many instances where it would be justified,
The simplest and finest manifestation of patriotism is the :
love of one's own country, with its rivers and its mountains
and its trees and its flowers snd cf its people with all their
virtues and follies, So long as this love for cne's country
and countrymen is accoppanied by a love of all human beings,
belonging tc other countries as well,y there can be little to
be said against it. When, however, &k this love of cne's
country takes precedence over love for rest of humanity, it
beccmes a positive memace. "My country, right or wrong® is
the slogan under which masses cf people, who call themselves
patriots, are led to fight wars &nd to destroy harmless pecple
very much like themselves whe happen to be on the other side
of a frontier. In this aggressive fore, naticnalisn has proved
1o be the curse of the Europesn pecple, both in this century

and the last.

Now-a-days, naticnalism is aleo taking root in cowmtries of
the Bast} like indis and China, and some srgusent holds good
to the extent that such a feeling desires the freedom of its
country from external interference and deminations, it is a
gocd thing, because there cim be no real internaticnalism

except between naticns whibh are free and equal.



