" Books nere not Menon's only love. His extended roamance with an
English girl ended unhappily in the thirties, She was not & mesmber
of the Indis keague and sppears to have had no special interest in

politice. “he is siad to have decided, sfter much scul-searching, agsinst
attempling marrisge with the unpredictdble Henon. He rescted melo-
dramstically. He anncunced thst he h:d no further interest in life
and tock to bed. He ates nothing. Harcld Laskl snd his wife held his
hand a8 he lay on & cot &n his shabtby rented room. Mrs. Laskl was
unimpressed. " I think he was dramatising himself,” she says.

" It is widely believed that Mencn thought ecolor prejudice was to
blere for the girl's decision end that this feeling sccounte for much
of his present hostility to Westerners. Vincent Sheehan sees » look
of "sncient and remembered wrongs" In Menon's smoldering eyes and
concludes that he must have been dreadfully insulied or maltrested
at some time. My own feeling is thet it would be wrong to ascribe too
much to his unrequited love, although, of course, if he hsd mérried

and had children, he would prcbably b= s different perscn today.

* One wnforessen result of Mencn's blighted romance was that he and
Nehru were brought together for the first time. After giving up his
fast, Mencn announced that he would stake everything on a glant relly
in London for Indian freedom. He wrote to Nehru, who was in Switzerland
at the time, and asked him to address the meeting. "who is this Fencn?"
ijm ssked when he got the letter. Minoco R. Masani, then a friend of
Menon and now cae of his bitterest foes, harpened to be with Nehru

and described the young Keralan in §lowing terms. Nehru reluctantly
agreed to go. He and Mencm found immediate rapport.

® In 1938 Nehru anc Mencn met in Barcelona and toured the trenches
for five days. They underwent nightly
"There, in the midst

of the Spanish Republicén Army
bombing attacks. The experience moved Nehru deeply.
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of want and destructicn and ever-impending disaster,” he wrote later,
"l felt more at peace with myself than snywhere lse in Eurcpe. There

was light there, the light of courage and determinaticn snd of doing
scmething worth while."

" Afterward, when he retumed to Londen with Mencn, he gays that he
"wet people of all degrees and all shades of cpinden.” Purshottam
Trikumdas, & leading Indisn socialist who alsc visited London in 1938,
told me, "Menon threw nc cne but Cowmunists at me during my one-menth
stay. e did the same thing with Nehru."

" Menon twice missed being nominated as a Labour candidate for the
House of Commcns, He lost the first time by one vote after shocking
the sober working folk on the party selection committee with a display
of political iconoclasm. Un the sec.nd occesicn he was forced to with-
draw hie candidacy becsuse he attended 8 Cosmunist meeing, wh ch was
against Labour party rules. The London Dgily Worker toc which Mencn
occasicnally contributed, came to his defence with eeveral page-cne
articles. Until Russie was attacked by Germany in June 1941, Fenon
followed the Communist line in denouncing the war as an imperialist
struggle. He could see no difference between British ond German imp-
erialism as far as India was concerned. "You might as well n{'n fish

if it prefers to be fried in butter or margarine,” he scoffed. "

" wss Menon 8 member of the Communist party st this time 7 Like every-
thing about him, the question produces more heat than light. The New
Statesmsn says thst the Labour party leadership "believed or at lesst
slleged Menon was a Commnist.” Trikumdas says that Fenon was a
Communist card-carrier from 1937. Masani, a Socislist turned comser-
vative, who h&s know Henon since 1926, saye that Menon has been a

"sonsistent fellow traveler” since 1936 or 1937.
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i e On Indirs Bandhy
mmnn students who volunteered to help Fencn at the

League was Indira Gandhi, then an undergraduate at Somerville College,
Cambridge. "

" When her mother became sericusly ill, Indirs accompanied her to
Switzerlsnd, where Ksmala died in 1936. The following year she was
admitted to Scmerville College, Uxford, where she joined the British
labour farty. " I thought 4f I have to join something,” she told me,

" I'11 jein the Lsbour party.” “f course, she found Labour more poli-
tically ccngenlal than the Cinservatives. She got to know the late
krnest Bevin, Ellen Allkinson, and other party leaders, and attended
Labour rallies. Harold Laski's widow remembers her as l. "mousy, shy
little girl who didn't seem to have anyp political ideas.”

" While she was at Oxford, Indira met Nrishna Mencn, a men who was
often to re-enter her life and to influence it profoundly. "I saw a lot
of him, cr, rather, & lot of his office," she says, " because I worked
for the India League in the afterncons and evenings. In the evenings
he was usually away orgenizing meetings. He was very good at that.
Menon gave you the feeling there was something worth-while to do for
India, "

"Minoo R. lasani, the former socislist leader who was close tc Mencn
in the thirties, says, "Both Indirs and Feroze were taken in tow by
Menon in England.® On their retwn to India, they joined the new

All-Incis Students' Federstion, which later becsme & Communist front."

" Minco Easani, who is net cne of her sdmirers, says, "Indira is not
a Mencn stooge, but she weuld go elong further with him than any other
Ccngress leader because of her ideclogical convicticns.” This a‘sessment

corresponds to everything I know cn the subject.
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" By Lecesber 1939, even JF realised the situation &nd sdmitted that
the Communist party "stood as tae swomn enemy of the Congress Scciblist
party and amnmm"mnumdﬁmeh it had
worked before." Four months later, the CSP Naticnal Executive belatedly
resolved Lo expel 21l Communist members. Large chunks of what the
socialists had fondly considered their party broke off and openly joined
the Coumunist party of Indi, (CPI). South Indian CSF units defected

en masse to the Communists. As cne socialist leader ruefully conceded,
the CSP was "all but finished."

" Narayan's awakening to Communist aims in India ccincided with dis-
euchantment with the country that called itself the Motherland of
Socislism. Stalin's purges shook his faith in Scviet achievements, "

"Narayan was findlly released cn April 12, 1946, long after most other
Indian freedom fighters had been set free. "

" Nowhere has larayan's myth-shattering been more valuable than in the
realm of Indian foreign policy. In e scathing speech in Bombay on Hovember
11, 1956, he donounced the Nehiru government's "perverse and false" view
of the Hungarian unprising. The audience in the hall sat spellbound.
Commenting on Krishna Mencn's attempt to depice the slaugher in Budapest
as Hungary's "dcmestic affalr", Neraysn said, "As an Indian I hang mv

hesd in shame that a spokesmsn of my country should have gone so far in
cynical disregard of truth and the fundamental principies of freedom and
peace that are said to guide cur internat cnal condust.” He pointed out
that Indis's vote in the U.N. Ceneral Assembly sgainst the second resol-
uticn on Hungary (with only the Scviet bloec and Yugoslavis) was the
logical consequence of Eehru's speech to the All-Indis Congress Conmittee
a few days before, in which he largely parrcted the Soviet line on Hungary.
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ummammm—u-m.mwm "It took

him (Nehru) ﬁnum‘h-kawmd.uubwtuuthom
of which should be clear to any persen acquainted even slightly with the
situation in Eastern Burope . . . . . uutonudtorunrda.hqﬂ;
one set of rules to Egypt end ancther to Hungary ie to make use of a
double standard which, t¢c say the lesst, is wmiorthy of this eountry.

The sooner we renounce this double standard the better for India‘s henor,
for the peace of the world, snd for good will ameng naticnms. *

*® Narayan's "double standard™ speech echoed throughout India. He
hsd given pointed expression to the educated Indisn public's dissstisfacticn
with Nehru's equivocations on Hungary. His was the volce of loyal opp-
osition. There could be no higher tribute to this success in this role
then Nehru's long-winded attempts to justify India's original stand on
Hungary even as he modifimd it to coniirm more closely to the facts. The
Frime Minister had grossly underestimated his own publie,

" The Tibetan revolt of Miomch 1959 produced & similar situationg
Nehru sought to minimize the struggle es merely " a conflict of wills,"
As the Chinese systematically crushed Tibetan resistance, he quibbled
over the question of China's "suzerainty" or "sovereignty" in Tibet end
finally concluded thet there was no real difference between the two terms,

In either case, he said, Tibet was China's affair.

"Narayan led the outburst of protest. He rejected the "mothbeaten
imperialistic formula" by which Nehru sought to portray Tivet as a purely
Chinese concern and asked: "Overseas empires srep perhaps easy Lo spot,
but why should it be so difficult to discern the reality behind the land
empires whose contiguous territories creste the 11lusicn of a single

nation-hood 7"

" He cited the historical record. Chins, he sald, had not exercised
sugerainty, sovereignty, or any other form of control over Tibet at any
time from 1912 to 1950, when Chinese Communist forces invaded the country
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" Books were not Nenon's only love. Hie extended romance with an

English girl ended unhappily in the thirties. She was not & member

of the Indis League and sppears to have hac no special interest in
politics. Jhe is siad to have decided, sfter much soul-searching, agsinst
attempting marrisge with the unpredictsble Menon. He rescted melo-
dramatically. He announced that he ha:d no further interest in 1life

and tock to bed. He atesd nothing., Harold Laski and his wife held his
hand as he lay on 2 cot #n his shatby rented room. Mrs. Laski was
unimpressed. " I think he was drametising himself," she says.

" Iy is widely believed that Menon thought coclor prejudice was to
blae for the girl's decision and that this feeling accounts for much
of his present hostility to Westerners. Vincent Sheehan sees 2 look
of "ancient and remembered wrongs" in Menon's smoldering eyes and
concludes that he must have been dreadfully ingsulted or maltreated
at some time. My own feeling iz that it would be wrong to ascribe too
much to his unrequited love, although, of course, if he had married
wnd had children, he would probabtly be a different person today.

" One unforessen result of Mencn's blighted rcmance was that he and
Nehru were brought together for the first time. After giving up his
fast, Menon anncunced that he would stake everything on a glant relly
in London for Indisn freedom. He wrote to Nehru, who was in Switzerland
at the time, and asked him to address the meeting. "Who is this Fencn?"
ijehm asked when he got the letter. Minoo B, Masani, then a friend of
Menon and now one of his bittereat foes, happened to be with Kehru

and described the young Keralan in #lowing terms. Nehru reluctantly

agreed to go. He and Menon found immediaste rapport.

" In 1938 Nehru anc Mencn met in Barcelecna and toured the trenches
o7 the Spanish Republicén Army for five days. They underwent nightly

Lombing attacks. The experience moved Nehru deeply. "There, in the midst
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of want and destructicn and ever-impending disaster,” he wrote later,
"I felt more at peace with myself than anywhere klse in Eurcpe. There
was light there, the light of courage and determination and of doing
something worth while."

" Afterward, when he retumed to London with Hencn, he days that he
“met people of all degrees and all shades of opindon.” Purshottam
Trikumdas, a leading Indian socislist who also visited London in 1938,
told me, "Menon threw no one out Cosmunists at me during my one-month
stay. He did the same thing with Nehru.”

" Menon twice missed being nominated as & Labour candidate for the
House of Commons. He lost the first time by one vote after shocking
the sober working folk on the party selection commitlee with a display
of political iconoclasm. Un the secind occasion he was forced to with-
draw his candidacy becsuse he attended a Cosmunist meeting, which was
against Labour party rules. The London Daily Workerj to which Menen
occasicnally contributed, came to his defence with several page-one
articles. Until Russia was attacked by Germsny in June 1941, NMenon
followed the Cormunist line in denouncing the war 8g an imperialist
struggle. He could see no difference between British and Uerman imp-
eriglism as far 8a India was concerned. "You mignt as well asla fish

if it prefers to be fried in butter or margsrine,” he scoffed. "

" Was Menon 8 momber of the Commnist party at this time 7 Like every-
thing about him, the question produces more hest than light. The New
Statesmsn says that the Labour party leadership "believed or at lesst
alleged Menon wae a Communist.” Trikumdas says that Mencn was @
Communist card-carrier from 1937. Maseni, a Soglalist turned conser-
vative, who has krow Menon since 1926, says that Memnon has been a

".onsistent fellow traveler” since 1936 or 19537.
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- Sn Indirg Benchi
" @me(bfnths Indlen stusents who volunteered to help Mencn at the

League was Indira Gandhi, then an undergraduate st Somerville College,
Cambridge. "

" When her mother became seriocusly 111, Indire asccompanied her to
Switmerland, where Kamals died in 1936. The following year she wam
admitted to Scmerville College, Uxford, where she joined the British
Labour party. " I thought if I have to join scmething,” she told me,

" 1'11 join the labcur party." “f course, she found Labour more peli-
tically congenlal than the Conservatives. She got to know the lite
brnest Bevin, Ellen Wilkinson, and other party leaders, and sttended
Labour rellies. Harold Lsski's widow remembers her as » "mousy, sy
little girl who didn't seem to hive anyp political ideas.”

" While sie was at Oxford, Indira met Nrishna Hencn, a man who was
often to re-enter her 1life and to influence it profoumndly. "1 saw # lot
of him, or, rather, & lot of his office,” she says, " because I worked
for the India League in the afterncons and evenings., In the evenings
he was usually away organizing meetinge. He was very good at Lhat,
Menon gave you the feeling there was scmething worth-while to do for

Indis. "

"Minoo R. Masani, the former sccislist lesder who was close tc Mencn
in the thirties, says, "Both Indire and Feroze were taken in tow by
Mcnon in England.® OUn their retun to India, they ‘olned the new
All-Incia Students' Federaticn, which lster becsme & Communist front,”

" Minoo Masani, who is not one of her admirers, says, "Indirs is nct
a Mencn stooge, but she would go aleng further with him thin suy other
Congress leader because of her ideclogical convicticns.” This s:sessment

corresponds to everything I know cn the subject. "
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" By Lecember 1939, even JP realised the situation &nd admitted that
the Communist party "stood as the sworn enemy of the Congress Socihlist
party and of every other progressive organization with which it had
worked before.™ Four months later, the 5P National Executive belatedly
resclved to expel all Communist members, Large chunks of what the
socialists had fondly ecnsidered their party broke off and openly joined
the Communist party of Indi; (CPI). South Indian CSP units defected

e masse to the Communists. As cne socialist leader ruefully conceded,
the CSP was "all but finished.”

" Narayan's awgkening to Communist aims in India coincided with dis-
enchantment with the country thet called itself the Motherland of

Socialism. Stalin's purges shook his faith in Soviet achievements. "

"Naraysn was finklly released on April 12, 1946, long after most other

Indian freedom fighters had been set free, "

® liowhere has Harayan's mFth-shattering been more valuable than in the
realm of Indlan foreign pelicy. In a scathing speech in Bombay cn November
11, 1956, he donounced the Nehru government's "perverse and false" view
of the Hungarian unprising. The audience in the hsll sat spellbound.
Comenting on krishna Henon's attempt to depics the slsugher in Budapest
a3 Hungary's "domestic affair", Narayan said, "As an Indian I hang my
hesd in shame that a spokesman of my cowntry should have gone so far in
eynical disregard of truth and the fundamental prineiples of freedom and
peace that are said to guide our internst cnal condust,” He pointed out
thet India's vote in the U.N. Genersl Assembly against the second rescl-
ution on Hungary (with only the Soviet bloc and Yugoslavia) was the
logical conseguence of Nehru's speech to the All-Indis Congress Committee
a few days before, in which he largely parroted the Soviet line on Hungsry.
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ummdmmmtﬂ.mmﬂ. "It took

him (Nehru) mnﬁrin-ktwhhmwwtll ovent the significance
um«nwunmmwm-mummuyuum
situaticn in Eastern Ewope . . , . . It 1s too sad for words. To apply
mulnorrﬂ.uuw‘dmﬂ‘thlmhtauhucata
double standard which, tc say the least, is unworthy of this country.

The sooner we rencunce this double standard the better for Indis's honor,
for the pesce of the world, and for good will among neticns. "

® Narayan's "double standard” speech echoed throughout India. He
had given pointed expression to the educated Indisn public's dissatisfacticn
with Nehru's equivocations on Hungary. His was the voice of loyal opp-
osition. There could be no higher tribute to this success in this role
then Nehru's long-winded attempts to justify India's originsl stand en
Hungery even as he mcdifimd it to ccnfirm more closely to the facts. The
Prime Minister had grossly underestimated his own public.

" The Tibetan revolt of M:mch 1959 produced a similar situationj
Nehru sought tc minimize the strugzle as merely " a conflict of willa."®
As the Chinese systematically crushed Tibetan resistance, he qtd.bllld‘
over the question of China's "suzerainty™ or "sovereignty® in Tibet and
finally concluded that there was no real difference between the two terme.

In either csse, he sald, Tibet was China's affair.

"Narayan led the ocutburst of protest. He rejected the "mothbeaten
imperialistic formula” by which Nehru sought to portray Tibet as » purely
Chinese concern and 8sked: "Overssas empires areg perhaps essy to spot,
but why should it be so ¢ifficult to discern the reality behind the land
empires whose contiguous territories create the illusicn of a single

nation-hood 7"

" He cited the historicsl record. China, he said, had not exercised
susersinty, soversignty, or any other form of control over Tibet at amy
time from 1912 to 1950, when Chinese Communist forces invaded the comtry






