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An agreed list of candidates could h »
compensated for the failure of the alliance pn:::ci:!::‘:::;cnt
4 common programme. However, in the final analysis, they reached
agreement only on about 300, out of the 518 Lok Sabha seats,
The net gain was that in these constituencies the parties of the
alliance did not contest against each other, thus preventing a
division of votes which would otherwise have benifited the
Congress (R) though joint campaigning did no% materialise in
many of the'agreed' constituencies. At the time, despite the
exizxtence of the alliance, different parties fielded candidates
agoinst each other in more than 200 constituencies. The four
parties were unable to offer an all-out fight to the Congress(R).
Their failure to find a higher form of cohesion, mutuality
than the mere allocayion of some 300 seats, betrayved the limjtations
of their strategy. The issues which divided thdm were not
overcome., Furthermore the BKD was hesitant to join the alliance
at all, though it differed littlw in its programmatic approach
and eocial base from the other parties.
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The election resulte show that the Congress (R) contesting
only 442 seats secared 63 million of the 144.5 million votes
caat against 59,4 secured by the undivided Congress, contesting
516 seats in the fourth general elections. This is about 43.8
per cent of the popular vote apainet the nndivided tally of 40,7
per cent in the 1067, ;

The Congress (R) secured 68 per cent of seats, Thus
the fifth Lok Sabhe will be reminiscent of the Nehrn e era with
packed treasury benches and a meresprinkling of Opposition members
though Mrs. Yandhi has fallen short of performance of her father
who won 74.4 per cemt of all seats in 1952, 75,1 per cent in
1957 and 73.2 per cent in 1982,

Yhe Congress shore of the popular vote increased by
about 3 per cent, In other democracies, such a swing in vote
would normally leave no ripples of disturbances The resultant
concern and bewilderment one noticed in the opposition camp,
therefore seemed unwarranted, though tronsformation thus presented
deserved a careful analysis. But there i no gainsying the fact
that a gain of 3 per cent of votes by itself would not have
changed the politicel pattern to such an extent as it actually
reflected ih the distribution of seats in the Lok Sabha, {f the
opposition parties had more effectively adapted themselves to
the institutional dynamics of the electoral system.

An  examination of the averegae vote per constituencyas
contested by each party confirms the validity of this assumption.
For once it shows the massive support the Congress (R) candidates
received: at the average each of them collected 144,911 votes.

At the some time, it is also clear that the alliance partners

did not fully concentrate their resources. Obviously the
appottionment of scats went too mmch in favour of theDSSP which
nfoagly overestimated its election potentialities, n the o
average its 93 candidates won 37.814 votes. It seems thatf " g
Congress (0) also got away with too generous a prportion od :an B,
while the Swatantrs Party obviously was moet acenrate in judging



elections and had a atrangll of 35 at ‘the ﬁ.it o

of the fourth Lok ®abha, gained 4.4 million votes

as againet 12,7 million (8.7%) in 1967, In the ﬂ:nolﬂl
House it had representatives from 8 States. In the Gurﬁ
election it drew blank in five of them, inelml:l n}l AR

which had 8 Swatantra members in the fourth Lok lbl:a:.
won its seats from Gujarat, Orissa, the hjnﬂ:
princely house of Jaipur again backed tlui :




life in the country womld be para o it a &

to the Conpgress is not found, ;:.g: ﬂr:t :;:;:t:; ;:::'-““
Masani intemsified his efforts to form a rev party with clear
:ntl-cmi::‘ hﬂ::m. 'In:n the Lok “abha sueh a

ound e end P tary Group
under his hmlm-ﬁhlp: i gk 7 '

Poage 153;

In the light of the many difficulties to which th
party wea cxposed the start was quite impressive. ; 2

Poare 184 g
Expaneicn of Politien] Infinence.

What Swatantra could not aschieve #» organisationally
on its own Account was compenséted for by the nprurge of anti-
Congress feeling omong th® mnsses, ° The *luck' of the hour
comp handy for the party leadership, It eonld hope os nlse
other parties to capitalise on this mass discontent. Further
the porty leadership was more succeasful in forging electoral
nlliancesthan in 1962, With the prospect of better finances
also Swataptra was hopeful to improve its position,

In genoral the eletions represented the decisive step
forward in the history of Swotanira, The most impressive successes
the party achieved were in Rajusthan, Gujarnt and Oriesa.

Page 156

The Pandamental Princinles

Fram these passing references it ie clear that the philosephy
of the Swatantra Party has been influenced by the neo-liberal schoel
of the West represented by laydk, Roepke and others, The Gandhion element
iz, however, not missing. Thus the fundemonial principlee eell for a
reaffirmation of " the cordinal teachings of Gandhiji', but these are
not spelled out ir any concrete form, Towever, such a ntotement nllows
Gandhion elements $o remain within thh fold of Swatantra,

age 164
o Lock of Cohesion

Swatantrn may be characterised by sueh ~1men:- which Hli::ia;.

has noted in regard to liberal parties in the Western world.
f::::g:r"ll'lwir wiole activitier are directed towards rlections and pofl=
jomentary possibilities and therefore, to a certain extent iime ‘tﬂ:-
Their organisational dgructure is undeveloped, The lndn:sllip mainly
lies in the hands of députies and has siremg personal bias', 3 e
This abatract perception of 2 profensor m‘::::::.f .t::.mlh‘uﬂ :

ghe remorked at 8 press con

;:r':;h;:r;i;?: mshroom which emerges just before the elections’.
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In this semse Swatanira really lacks a stable anisat
would arrest the shifts in the shperes of iﬂ;:'ue:. i;:'t;:::h
whera the electorote 1is mot politicised and secularised to a large
degree the possibility of being virtually destroyed in one State
or the other even after the party seemed to be well entrenczhed is
all the more evident,

Page 1663
Coneluding remarks:

1, The Swatantra Party considers itself & us a perty whpse prgoromme
serves os on olternative to socialism ( of the Congress Party) ond -
Communism, Accordingly, it elearly denounces leftism of ony brand,

2, The cnvissfed choracter of the party ss a libderal altornatived
arouses canifold problems because of the sociological composition

of the population and the political constellation in tho country.

The more conservative elements are supposed teo siay with the liberal
groups. This leads to o constant struggle betvaen tho two currents
within the porty ond sometimes id appeers that the poliey of Swatantra
has a reirogrede touch,

The compulsions cf various factors, like éhongee an the udlli';;
lead the party avay from trnditional bindings, Oa the other hahd,
Syatantra is not very mmeh eritical about the dangers which threaten
the democratic freedom by the resurgerce of militont Hinddism,

3. The Swatantra Party is not an outspoken social-liberal reform-porty.
The vague limitation tévards the 'right' consequently leaps to a
lack of ' Soziallkriti',

4, However, Swatodtra is not a'vcacthonary' party,even if the
aristocracy represented in the party hos not (fully) imbibed the
liberal ideas of the party. eme are no indlcetions that the
programmatic ferment of the party would be remodelled.

5, Swatantra by its style and parliamentary work has considerably
contributed to siremgihen the democratie credor im India, 1o
is justified when the party cladms that the it had moderating impact
on the socinlist policy of the fongress, eipecially in respect to
its agrarian progronme (¥agpur Resolution)s

6, The programme snd literature of Swatantra dre too snodemic to be
understeed by pecple. It locks mass appeal,

7. The zesumrrex recourse to ad hoc arrangements for momentary
gains has harmed the image of the party. In respsct to orgenisation
Swatantra needs a erash progromme.
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An agreed list of eandidates could have part
cempensated for thée feilure of the alliance partners t:.:glmi
€ COTmON progremme, However, ir the final eanalyeis, they resched
agreement only on about 300, out of the 518 Lok Sabha seats,
The net goin was that in ‘hese constituencies the parties of the
alliance did not contest against each other, thus preventing a
divizion of votes which would otherwise hove benifited the
Congress (R) though joint campaignings did not materialise in
meny of the'agreed'! comstituencies, At the time, despite the
exixtence of the alliance, different pertice fielded candidates
ogainst each other in more than 200 constituencies, The four °
partios vere unable to offer am all-out fight to the Congress(R).
Their failure to find & higher form of eohesion, mmtuality
than the mere cllocagion of some D00 secoto, betraved the limitations
of their strotery. The issuee which divided thém were not
OTereono. Farthernore the BED was hpsitant %o joln the allianee
at all, thoogh 14 differed 1ittle in its prograsmatic approach ¥
and noclal hase from The other partiecs.
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The election results show that the Congresa (R) contesting
only 442 seats fecured 63 million of the 144.5 million votes
cast againat 60,4 secured by the undivided Congress, contesting
516 seate in the fourth general elections, This is about 43:0
per eent of the popular vote against the undivided tally of 40,7
per cent in the 1087,

The Congress (R) secured 08 per cent of seats, Thue
the fifth Lok Sabha will be reminiscent of the Nehru xm» ora with
packed treasury benches and a meresprinkling of Opposition nembers
though Mre, UYaudhi has fallen short of performaonce of ker fother
who won 74.4 per cemt of nll seats in 1952, 76,1 per cent in
1957 and 73,2 per cent in 1062,

The Congrosa share of the popular vote inereased by
about 3 per cent. In other demcecracies, such’'a swing in vote
would normally leave no ripples of disturbences The rosultant
concern and hevildorment one noticed in the opposition camp,
therefore seemed unwarranted, though transformation thus presented
deserved a coreful analveis. DBut there is no gainsying the fact
that a gain of 3 per cent of votes by itself would not have
changed the politiesl pattorn to such an extent as it actually
reflected ih the distribution of seats in the Lok Sabha, if the
opposition parties had more effectively adapted thémselves to
the institutional dynamics of ths electoral system,

An examination of the averegae vote per consituenciwm
contested by each party confirms the validity of this sssumption.
For once it shows the massive support the Congmess () candidatens
received; at the average cach of them collected 144,911 wotes,
At the some time, it iz aleo elear thot the olliance partners
di¢ not fully concentrate their resources, Obviously the &
appottionment of seats went too mmch in favour of ithBS:hIhi
prosely overestimated its election potentialities, n‘h.: i .
average its 03 candidates won 37,814 votes, It semms that the 1
Congress (0) also got away with too generous a prp:rtinn .aé;:: i
while the Swatantra Party obviously was =~ost accurate in ju
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its electornl ealibre. From this it be conclud

mora concerted netion of the alliance r::;tn in a l::lgi A

number of parlismentary cometi cies could have decisively

influenced the distribution of Sabha Seats, 1
] y

; Average Vote Per Candidate: Par Anal
' Mid-Term Elections 1971, sduid ,“ i

Party Average Yote per Candidate
Congress (R) 144,911
Congress (0) 63,817
Swatantro 76,040
Jana Sangh 70,185
5Sp 37,914
PSP 22,388
cPl 82,085
cr1 (M) £2.774

zvi

Tho Swatantra Party which had wom 44 meats in 1067
elections and had a strenghh of 356 at the time of dissolution
of the fourth Lok “abha, geined 4.4 millien votes x= (3.1%)
as against 12,7 million (8,7%) in 1967, ° In the dissolved
House it had representatives from 8 States. In the Gur;mt
election it drev blenk in five of them, iunlmling Tomil “adu
which had 8 Swotontra membére in the fourth Lok “abha. It
won its seats from Gujerat, Orissa, the Najasthan where the
princely house of Jaipur again backed the party,




Page 1%0: _ :1; ¥ .

One of the most ardent champions of this
Masani who was once & cénvinced ioei:g-t and bllon;:;r:: ::.
left wing of the Congress, As one can learn from his book on
the Commnist Party Of Indis he was afraid that the politieal
life in the country would be paralysed, if a democratic altermotiwe
to the Congress is not found. In the first monthe of 1959
Masani intensified his efforts to form § new party with clear
anti-Communist leaninga, In the Lok “abha such a grouping
found first shape in the 'Independence Parljiamentary Group'
under his leadership.

Page 153:

In the light of the many difficulties to which the
party was exposed the start was quite impressive,

Page 154:
Expension of'Political Influence,

What Swatantra could not achieve ¥m organisationally
on its own nccount was compensated for by the upsurge of anti-

Congress feeling among th8 masses, The 'luck' of the hour
came handy for the party leadership. It conld hope &8s also’
other parties to capitalise on this mass discontent, Further

the party leadership was more successful in forging electoral
alliancesthan in 1962, With the prospect of better finances
also Swataktra was hopeful to improve its position.

In general the elctions represented the decisive step
forward in the history of Swatantra, The most impressive successes
the party achieved were in Bajusthan, Gujarat and Orisea.

Page 156
The Fundamental Principles

From these pascing references it is clear that the philosophy
of the Swatantra Party has been influenced by the neo-libersl school
of the West represented by Hayék, Roepke and others, The Gandhian element
is, however, not missing. Thus the fundnmental principles call for a
reaffirmation of ' the cardinal teachings of Gandhiji', but these are
not epelled out in any concrete form. However, such a statement allows
Gandhisn elements to remain within thk fold of Swatantra,

Page 164
Lack of Cohesion

Swatantra may be characterised by such rlements which Monrice
Duverger has noted in regard to liheral parties in the Wectern world, He
stated: 'Their wlole activities are directed towards elections and parl-
jamentary ponsibilities and therefore, to a certain extent time bo:nf.
Their organisational Sructure is undeveloped. The lendcflhip mainly
ljes in the hands of députies and has strong personal :Ia:h. e e
Thie abstract perception of 8 professor was cﬂﬂfifl!? ,y se o :r.
of Jaipury when she remarked at & press conference! he Swatantr

. L]
Party is like a mmshroom which emerges just before the elections’,
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In this semse Swatantra really lacks a stable organisation, which
would orrest the shifte in the shperes of influence, In India
where the electorate is not politicised and secularised to a layge
degree the possibility of beinf virtually destroyed in one State

or the other even after the party seemed to be well entrenched is
all the more evident,

Concluding remarks:

i. The Swatantra Party considers itself a as a party whose prgaramme
serves 8s an alternative to socialism ( of the Congress Party) and
Communism, Accordingly, it clearly denounces leftism of any brand,

2, The envisahed character of the party as a liberal alternatived
arouszes manifold problems becouse of the sociological composition

of the population and the political constellation in the country,

The more conservative elements are supposed to stay with the liberal
Eroups. This leads to 8 constant struggle between the two currents
within the party and sometimes ib appears that the policy of Swatantra
has a retrograde touch,

The compulsions of various factors, like changes ih the society,
lend the party avay from traditional bindings. On the other hahd,
Swatantra is not very mmch eritical about the dangers whieh threaten
the democratic freedom by the resurgence of militant Hinddism,

3. The Swatantra Party is not an outspoken social-libernl reform-party.
The vague limitation towards the 'right' consequently leaps to o
lack of ' Sozialkritk',

4, However, Bwataktra is not a'reactéonary' party,even if the
aristocracy represented in the E:rty hos not (fully) imbibed the
liberal ideaz of the party. ere are no indications that the
programmatic ferment of the party would be remodelled.

5, Swatantra by its style and parliamentary work has conaiderably
contributed to strengthen the democratic oreder in India. It

is justified when the party claims that thw it had moderating impact
on the socialist policy of the fongress, especially in respect to
its agrorian progromme (Negpur Resolution)s

6, The programme and literature of Swatantra are too academic to be
understood by people. It 1aocks mass appeal,

7. The rmzmsrrex recourse to ad hoc arrangements for momentary
gains haa harmed the image of the party. In respect to organisation
Swatantra needs a crash programme,




