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MBM on Tuesday questioned the 'ostrich like' complacency of certain
utimlluh-ﬁommmtthmmumotﬁﬂ::onmh
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The ingridients that made up such s Vacuum according to him Were the sap-
ping of the spiritual and moral foundations of society through the spread of
cdrrdsive materialism, and all pervading indiscipline, a gul? between profession
and practise, & groving cynicism -nd a contempt for all politicians and the
absence of an alternative government.

He wihid sald that all these trends existed in India 4n an imcipient Corm.
Unlesa they were checked and reversed the posaiblity of a situation similar to
thet in the neighbouring countries could not be ruled out, he varned,

ividual Citisenship

In that context, MRM sdid there was an urgent eall to perform the obliga=
tions of individusl citizenship, There was wideshread grumbling mbout the govt,
politicisns and officials, The amount of '@rmss roota! voluntary activity, which
was the bedrock of American democrscy was lacking in India,

", had inatead e pathetic dependence on the govt. to do for us things
vhich we should get together and do far ourselves™ he deplored.

"There wns a two=-fold imbalance,® MRM said, "In Bur policy an iabaiance
between Govt, and the opposition and an ideological imbalance,® Thers wera no
less than four parties wedded to socialiam or state capitalism but not one ad-
hering to liberal or comservative principals, In this connection, MRM reffered
to the views of persons like C, Rajagopalachari and Jaysprakesh ium, vho
agreed thad India's most urgent need was the establishment of o consarvative

Landed Pessantry

MRM himself would prefer a "Liberal® op "¢entre party® standing for ordersd
progress, But vhatever the label, such an ides woubd defend the interest of the
landed peasantry, The middle class and the businessmen vhich vere threatened
by the current drift to over centralised and turesucratis state cakpitalism,
Such an jdea would giv heart to the moderates in the Congress Party, who wers %
today "intimidated” by lef$ist slogans,"Pt would stop “the growing polarisation
between &k an disintrigating Congress and the Communists, with s posaible repl=
tition of the Chinese pattern] he added.
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MRM was critieal of industry and business for shirking their oblipga=
tions, "How effective was the voice of business in our public lifel he
asked, "Business should put its house in order and show a grester capacity
to stand up in defence, of the vay of life in vhich it balieved, A class
that would not fight to defend its legitimate rights would be wiped out,
whether it was the peasantry, middle clsss or businessmen,® he said,

Rotarian S.M, Kini, President of the Rotary Club of Bombay, earlier,
- welcomed MRM, Rotarian A,R, Wadla proposed a vote of thanks,



MM, vho was addresaing a luncheon meeting of the Rotary Club of Bombay
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at the Ureen's Hotel on the 'Growth 0f Gur Parlianentery Democraey'
that the military dictatorshipein Burma, Iraq, Pokistan and Sudsn hed moved
in to fill a weouum that had alresdy existed,
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absence of an alternstive government, .

:

He midd said that all thess trands axisted in Indis in an incipient form,
Unlesa they were checked and reverssd the poasiblity of a situation similar to
that in the noighdo ring comntries could not be riled cut, he warned,
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In that context, MRM adid there wms an urgent eall to perform the obliga=
tions of individusl citizenship. There ves wideshread grumbling absut the govt,
politicisns and officiala, The amount of 'frmss roots' voluntary activity, vhich
wvas the bedrock of American democracy was lacking in India,
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MRM himself vould prefer a "lLiberal® op "centre party® standing for oriered
progress, But whatever the label, such an ides would defend the interest of the
landed pessantry, The middle class and the businessaen walch vere threatensd
by the curremt drift to over centmlised and buresucratis atate cadpitalism,
Such an idea vould giv hesrt to the moderates !nth-uun-lhw,ubmf
today *intimidated” by loftist slogans,"Pt would stop “the growing po.hﬂuu:
between sk an disintrignting Congress end the Communists, with a possible rep
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MRM was critical of industry and business for shirking their oblige=
tions, "Bow effective wvas the volce of business in our public lifel he
asked, "Pusiness should put its house in order and shov a grenter capescity
to stand up in defence, of the way of life in vhich it believed, A class
that would not fight to defend iis legitimate righta vould be wiped out,
whether it was the peassntry, 2iddle clazs or businsssmen,” he sa
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velcomed 1, Rotarian AR, Wadia proposed a wate aof thanks,



