and who could speak Russian, two women and two idh-

or members of the Labour Party. Our visit,therefors, had I
a certain political significance which we did not dream | e

we got everywhere forced it on us. We spent three weeks in th
and I shall attempt to summarize my impressions of this very in

in four parts - Leningrad, Moscow, the Nijni Novgored Feasant h:l.r,tﬂfd.ﬂrt |
and the various factories/we visited and the general econamic and political |

situaticn. h
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Our first stop was in Leningrad = perhaps better kmown in Imlg@“

S$. Petersburg or Fertograd. Once the capital of the great Russian h;ﬁr;;
o it has been, - since the Soviet Government threatened by the Follsh mur : i_-,-‘
v shifted to Moscow, - the head of a small province to which the city {taelf
i supplies two-thirds of the population. The consequences of this change m:‘

| one painfully in the face in the form, for instance, of huge flapidated

buildings once occupied by the Tsar's 'entourage.' e

Leswing our investigaticns in the sceial and politieal fields for ¢

Moscow, we spent our three days in Leningrad in conversing with 111 b

LR, O D
people and in absorbing the Russian stmosphere. Our resctions to W» ;
were conflicting and, therefore, a1l the more interesting. To my m‘b
entirely differsnt city fram that in which he mm 1!!

friend, it was @n

1922, The railway-sidings 11l of wrecked locomotives, the crowds of mau
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| They were Guite good enough for honest proletarians §
: hﬂlﬂd better go to the Grand Hotﬂ. - @ concession ﬁ
pay prohibitive prices for his comforts !

is & striking ststue of Lenin, above it 2 red banner with his Mo: “l‘n‘ﬁh '_.\-
hims are the School of Communism.”" I may interrupt here to remark that no
fuilding, ne office, no shop, no scheol-room, no '8afe! is complete td.i.hmt-l
portrait or statuette of the desd lesder. This manifestation of hero-worship i
would be wearying to the eye were it not that slmost every singls Pﬂmiﬁm:’& $
h presented Lenin in g different 1light or pose. And yet inspite of this 'ur:h--

tions, it was always the very same Lenin - stirring, urging and comminding,

The Museum of the Palace of Labour is 2 very interesting historical rep—
resentation of the orgenisstion of the Russian workers. We saw there th'e'_r'ﬂ.-!._"c‘s |
of the‘fia'ca'struggle of the wnicns toc maintain their existence - whether
legal or not. There were the rroffs which printers had censorad (a furdnttmng
of the action of the 'Daily Mail', printers on the eve of last yesr's Genersl

Striks), @nd the passports they had forged for their members. What struck us

»

most in the Museum was that the Menshevik (Right Winz) leaders wers given 5

unstinted credit for their work. Their portraits were more numerous MW1§
of the Bolsheviks, end even the priest Gapbh suspected of being -"iﬁrw:'ﬁ.;:.i d

provocateur! had his portrait and 1life story. ' ’ j.u:” -4
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-.-"i The New Rich.
v The shops of Leningrad were a great surprige to us. It was net

the window-dressing se much as the material displayed. Prices of certain

articles seemed prohibitive. There were Jewellry shops which might have
een transplanted from New Bond Street. Evidently, there was a demand for
these costly articles which evem in England the well=te-de classes could
« BSe also in the places of entertainment. The cheapest seats in an
}opun-air theatre where an eperatta was being produced were about two Tupees,
o doubt there were a few working-claus folk in the audience, but the bulk
f them were traders called (after the New Economic Policy, te which they
we their existence) 'Nepmen,' and technical specialists who, because of

heir scarcity, are paid amazingly high salaries. We shall return to the

|question of the New Economic Policy later. But the reader must not con-

= jclude that there is a new rich class in existence, because these indivi-
’/,”’ | duals live in uneasy isolation can in no sense bd said to form & homegencus
: class,

Lady Astor's Challenge.
In Leningrad, we came across Morton, the English moulder, who last
'year accepted Lady Astor's offer to pay the passage for any British Boocia~
list and his family, who would stay two years in Russia. Morton was any-
|thing but regretful for his action. His children like® the country and xkx
|their new school-fellows so much that they do not wish te returm te England
. at all. Morton, who has been employed at the great Butileff ateel works,
~ Baid that the Russian moulder earned £3 - 2 - 0 of an equally qualified

P

Engl ish moulder.

We travelled from Leningrad to Moscow by night. Inspite of the
trains being irrdtatingly slow - hardly ever doing over twenty miles an
|hcur, - travelling in Bussia is very comfortable. This is partly due to
.the broad guage, which indidentally has military significance as a means
of defence agains¥ against Polish aggression.
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Before the breach of diplomatic relations with Aussia, at & time
when Conmander Locker Lampson's was yet a voice erying in the wildernesst
"Cleir out, Réds!", various enterprising touring clubs had planned summer
tours to Russis. But our proved to be the only party frow England which mekax
sctuilly visited the comntry. My companions were fellow students who had been
in Russis as members of the Quaker Relief Mission during the famine years
and who could spesk Russian, two women and two men - 21l either Trade Unionists
or members of the Labour Party. Cur visit therefore, had inspite of itselfl
& certain pelitical significance which we did not dresm of till the reception
we got everywhere forced it on us. We spent three weeks in the Soviet Union,
and I shall attempt to summarize my impressions of this very interesting visit
in four parts -~ Leningrad, Moscow, the Nijni Novgorcd Peasant Fair,aumd Kiev,
and the various factaries/we visited and the general econamic and political

situation,

Leningrad.

Qur first stop was in Leningrad - perhaps better known in India ss
S$. Petersburg or Pertograd. Once the capitel of the great Russisn Empire,
it has been, - since the Soviet Government threatened by the Polish army
shifted to Moscow, = the head of a small province to which the city itselfl
supplies twowthirds of the population. The consequences of this change stare
one painfully in the face in the form, for instence, of huge dilapidated

buildings once occupied by the Tsar's ‘entourage.’

Leswing our investigations in the social énd politicel fields for
Moscow, we spent our three days in Leningrsd in conversing with all sorts of
pecple and in sbsorbing the Russian atmosphere. Cur reacticns to Leningrad
were conflicting and, therefore, all the more interesting. To my student-

friend, it was &n entirely differemt city from that in which he had worked in

1922, The railway=-sidings full of wrecked locomotives, the crowds of homeless,
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starving people in the strests, the dilapidsted buildings with their shutters
np-ﬂ:iuhuccshpduua_y-mmucm. To me, it was the
n-ruttl-:lh-dntfn'hor-uhumntr-&-bum.th.
insanitary condition of the public conveniencies, the haggling 'iszvoschik’
reminiscent of our Bombéy victorii-wallshs.

Our hotel - the 'Angleture' - once cne of the best in the Tsar's capital -
was & ghost of its former skkf. The fooms and the furniture were in a state
of perfect neglect. [The Leningred City Soviet (corresponding to the Borbay
Municipsl Corporation), which cwned and ran all the hotels and 'cafes' in the
¢ity, had no money to spare for keeping the hotels up to 'bourgecis' standards.
They were Guite good enough for honest proletarians ! If anyone wanted luguries,
he had better go to the Grand Hotel - & concession to "bourgeols' tastes - and
pay p;'chl.bj.un prices for his comforts !

The Palace of Labour.

One of the finest buildings in Leningred¢ 1s the Palace of Labour - cnce 4

the residence of the Romenon - now the home of the Trade Unions. At the entranci™
is & striking statue of Lenin, above it & red banner with his words: " Trade
Unions are the School of Communism." I may interrupt here to remark that no
building, mo office, no shop, no schocl-room, no 'Gafe' is complete without a
portrait or statuette of the dead leader. This manifestation of hero-worship
would be wearying to the eye were it not that alkost every single portaiture
presented Lenin in a different light or pose. And yet inspite of this varis=

ticns, it wes always the very seme Lenin - stirring, urging nd commanding.

The Muswum of the Palrce of Labour is & very interesting historical rep-
resentation of the organisation of the Russisn workers. We saw there the relics
of the fierce struggle of the mions to méintain their existence - whether
legal or not. There were the pro#fs which printers had censored (a forestalling
of the acticn of the 'Daily Mail', printers on the eve of last ysar's General
Strike), and the pessperts they had forged for their members. What struck us
most in Lhe Muswum was that the Menshevik (Right Wingd) leaders were given
unstinted credit for their work. Thelir portraits were more numercus than those

of the Balsheviks, and even the priest Gapan suspected of being dn ‘agent-

provocateur' had his portrait end life story.
.-4-3/-
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Ihe New Rich.

The shops of Leningrad were a great surprise %o us. It was mot
the window-dressing so much as the material displayed, Prices of certain
articles sesmed prohibitive. There vere Jewellry shoeps which might have
been transplanted from New Bond Street. Evidently, there was a demand for
these costly articles which evem in i;;lllﬁ the well-te-de classes could
buy. B8e also in the places of entertalnment. The cheapest seats in an
open-air theatre wher: an operatta was being produced were sbout two rupees,
No doubt there were a few working-cla s folk in the sudience, bu: the bulk
of them were traders called (after the New Boonomic Policy, te which they
owe their tziltlneo) 'Hepmen,' and technical specialists who, because of
their scarcity, are pauid amazingly high salaries. We shall return to the
question of the New Egonomic Poliey later. But the reader must not con-
clude that there is a new rich class in existence, beccuse thess indivi-
duals live in uneasy isolation can in no sense bd eaid to form a homegenous

class,

Lady Astor's Challenge.
In Leﬁingrnd, we came across Morton, the English moulder, who last

year accepted Lady Astor's offer to pay the passage for any British Bocla-
1ist and hie family, who would stay two years in Russia. Morton was any-
thing but regretful for his action. His children liked the country and xkx
their new sgheol=fellows so much that they do not wish te return te England
at all. Morton, who has been employed at the great Butileff steel works,

gaid that the Russian moulder earned £3 - 2 - 0 of an equally qualified

English moulder.

We travelled from Leningrad to Moscow by night. Inspite of the
traine being irrdtatingly slow - hardly ever doing over twenty miles an
hour, - travelling in Russia is very comfortable. This is partly due te

the broad gusge, which inéidentally has military significance as a Eeans

of defence againsy against Polish aggression,
Il'!‘f’-
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Before the breach of diplomatic relaticns with Russia, at 2 time
when Coomander Locker Lampson's was yet a volce crying in the wilderness:
"Clear out, Réds!™, varicus enterprising touring clubs had planned summer
tours to Bussia. But our preved to be the cnly party from Englend which awkux
sctually visited the country. My companions were fellow students who had been
in Russia as members of the Quaker Relief Mission during the famine yesrs
and who could speak Russian, two women and two men - all either Trade Unienists
or members of the Labour Party. Our visit therefore, had inspite of itself
a certain political significance which we did not dream of t111 the reception
we got everywhere forced it on us. We spent three weeks in the Soviet Union,
and I shall sttempt te swmarize my impressions of this very interesting visit
in four parts = Leningrad, Moscow, the Nijni Novgorod Peasant Fair,mmd Kiev,
and the various factories/we visited and the general sconcmic and pelitical

situation.

Leningrad.

Our first stop was in Leningred - perhips better lmown in India ans
8%. Pstersburg or Pertograd. Once the capitsl of the great Russisn Empire,
it has been, = since the Soviet Government threatened by the Polish army
shifted to Moscow, = the head of a small province to which the city iteelf
supplies tmo=thirds of the population. The consequences of this change stare
one painfully in the face in the form, for instance, of huge dilapidated

buildings once occupied by he Tsar's 'entourage.'

Leawing our investigations in the social and political fields for
Moscow, we spent our three days in Leningrad in conversing with all sorts of

people and in absorbing the Russian stmosphere. Our reacticms to Leningrad

were conflicting and, therefore, all the more interesting., To =¥ student~

friend, it was @n entirely different city (rom that in which he had worked in

1922. The railway=sidings full of wrecked locomotives, the crowds of homeless,
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starving people in the streets, ﬁnmmﬂmﬁh&mm
Up = which were stamped on his memory - were all gone now. To me, it was the
nmut:ﬂnlh&mrwhyunuumntr-&-hdm, the

insanitary condition of the public conveniencies, the haggling '{zveschik!
reminiscent of our Bombay vietoria-wallahs.

Our hotel - the 'Angleture' - once one of the best in the Tsar's capital -
was & ghost of its former sddf. The fooms and the furniture were in a state
of perfect neglect. [The Leningred City Soviet (eorresponding to the Boubay
Municipal Corporation), which owned and ran all the hotels and 'cafes' in the
¢ity, had no money to spare for keeping the hotels up to 'bourgecis' standards.
They were Quite good enough for honest proletarians | If anyone wanted lukuries,
he had better go to the Grand Hotel - a concession to 'bourgeois' tastes - and
pay prohibitive prices for his comforts !

The Palace of Labour.

One of the finest buildings in Leningrad is the Palace of Labour = cnce
the residence of the Romanon - now the home of the Trade Unions. At the entrance
is a striking statue of Lenin, above it a red banner with his words: " Trade
Unions are the School of Commmunism.®™ I may interrupt here to remark thst neo
bullding, nc office, no shop, no schocl=room, no 'Safe' is complete without a
portrait or statuette of the dead leader. This manifeatation of hero-worship
would be wearying to the eye were it not that alhost every single portaiture
presented Lenin in a different 1light or pose. And yet inspite of this varia=

tions, it was always the very same Lenin - stirring, urging snd commanding.

The Muswum of the Palace of Labour is & very interesting historical rep-
resentation of the organisation of the Russisn workers, We saw there the relics
of the fierce struggle of the unions to maintain their existence - whether
legal or not. There were the pro#fs which printers had censored (a forestalling
of the action of the 'Daily Mail', printers on the eve of lagt yesr's General
Strike), and the passports they had forged for their members, What struck us

Menshevik (Right Wingd leaders were given
erous than those

most in the Museum was that the
unstinted cradit for thelr work. Their portraits were more nus

of the Bolsheviks, snd even the priess Gapsn suspected of being an "agent-

provecateur' had his portrait and 1ifs story.
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Ihe New Rich.

The shops of Leningrad were a great surprise to we. It wvas not
the wi.ndow-dresaing sc much as the material displayed. Prices of gertain
articles seemed prohibitive. There .ere Jevellry shops which might have
been transplanted from New Bond Street. Evidently, there vas a demand for
these costly articles which even in England the well-to-do classes oould
buy. Se also in the places of enterta.nment, The cheapest seats in an
open-air theatre wher: an operatta vas being ;roduced vere about two rupees.
Ko doubt there were a few working-cla s folk in the audience, bu: the bulk
of them were traders called (after the New Ecomomic Poliocy, to which they
owe their existence) 'Nepmen,' and technical cpecialists who, becsuse of
their soaroity, are puid amazingly high salaries, We shall return to the
question of the New Eoonomic Policy later. DBut the reader must not con-
clude that there is a new rich class in existence, becsuse these indivi-
duals live in unecasy isolation can in no sense bé said to form a homegenous

class,

Lady Astor's_Challenge.
In Len!ngrad, we came adcross Morton, the English moulder, who last

year accepted Lady Astor's offer te pay the passage for any British Soola-
1ist and his family, who would stay two years in Russia. Morton was any-
thing but regretful for his action. His children likef the country and xkx
their new school=fellows so much that they do not wish to return te England
at all, Morton, who has been employed at the great Butiloff steel wvorks,

gald that the Russian moulder earned £3 - 2 = 0 of an equally qualificd

English moulder.

We travelled from Lenimgrad to Moscow by night. Inspite of the
trains being irrdtatingly slow - hardly ever doing over twenty miles an
hour, - travelling in Buesia is very comfortable. This is partly due teo
the broad guage, which indidentally has military significance as 4 means
of defence againsy against Polish aggression.
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