tries and at the same time, made material for industrisl resesrch. We ssw

being subjected to energy tests, blood tests znd electril speed tests, T

.(‘-;"' propiériion of wcrking'hom*s spent by each worker in acutal work, in checkinz hi
e : AN A
T work, on getting breath and on getting into position wers ascertained, ﬁt;pﬁ{h
caticn of Taylorism which enbbled the Institute to train skilled workers for the
Lextile industries in two months where formerly two years had been nacessary,
Q.;. - We had two rather interesting interviews in Moscow. One was with Comrs

Trotsky's sister, 2nd President of the Cormittes for Cultural Rohti

and Yermsn and by helping visitors to the Soviet Union with advice, in
an¢ intepreters, Sech @ bedy, of course, contains possiblities of devel




Thus,amcng the simple pessant woxmen, me

to sections of the locsl Sovietw (mundbipaliti

tuticns. There they learnt the m:lnmtaorwcm .

for at least three months, reckbving a xix salary 4

These methods have already yielded hnﬁh&lrm’tﬂﬂlmom 2

300,000 women members of local Soviets, 1,200 or Provincisl smm,mg.g
out of the 500 members of the Central Executive Committee = which hg‘g‘g‘ws:‘

very favourably with the six women in the British House of Gmm.u&h ﬂm

615 members. No less than 60% of the doctors in the $oviat Union !Mm
omPade Kamaneva, who spoke on this question with mthuiam-cf a suffragstte,

%aid that for her tne of the greatest triumphs of the Revolution was ﬂu‘l&

eamings.

¥

t it had placed Russian women, historically a backward class, = in the

venguard of the Feminist movement. "b
S
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Are EHlections Free? ety -_f‘.
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Qur second interview was with the Secretary of the Moscow City Soviet -wi?i:

iy

counterpart of the Bombay Commissicner, For three hours, we bombarded him
with a1l the guesaticns which nsrzt;;-its.cal brain could devise. [ nwm
was interested in finding out how far the ebecti the Smdlt were M
and nfettered. The officials are elected by the Soviet, which uM

by ths men and ommmm women over eighteeen years in sge. But ou! df‘ﬁ.'_ ﬁnﬂ
of 2 million, 50,000 are disfranchised. These are wﬂriﬁﬂﬁ

I
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But the 1ist of disqualified perscns grow shorter wﬁ{nr

[‘\T .

]J (i.e. hire) lsbour, priests, and other perscns who have ueuﬂy

Revolution.
ers of the "White" or cnmtu*-rmlut:!ﬂnlh

ewen ex-mitimiaks ex-offic

who have been boyal to the ned "regims" since, being given ‘the vote ﬂ'ﬂt m

vou’.j"" '



Municipsl Corporation, But the mmome mthod of qlccﬁm
instead of by secret ballot. "Ah!" says the Inti."__ olshevis

tald you sof This besutiful democracy axists only an pop er.

ot?" o this, the ¥ Soviet answer 1s that, while a bal

s landlord or his employer, in Workers' State like Russia, it i;- cumb
ind wnecessary., We made the most extensive inguiries into this

p |ever we went. The method of voting was no doubt established after fhﬂ .evol-
litien in order to subject the voting to the scrutiny of the Commmist Pa
ut for the past few years, at any rate, this scrutiny has not been sllowed up
with any aetim/zgainst the man who votes the Communist candidate. The tiut,

e e

for instance, that 30% of the members of the Moscow Soviets are mn-ﬂrﬁm
'who defeated Communist candidates shows that thousands of citizens must have
voted (or them withoul any hindrance. Besides, many of the village Sdﬁ.ﬂh 1
have non-Communist majorities, Indeed, in a Ukraine village I 'ris:l.td, there
) was not a single commnist smong the officials of members of the suﬂth. e
may safely =ay that voting in Russian d.oct.imn is todsy ikt gquite n!‘mlli
ih!hat enabled the commnists to give this right ie their omn poptilai ty with
}t.he mass workers snd suppression of 21l rival party elections. The last ﬁﬂi
of their policy the Commmists frankly justify &s being necessary ﬁur ﬂu :
maintenasnce of the Dictatorship of the Froletariat until the dﬂﬁmﬁ‘h i.»
educated encugh to be trusted with the gigantic task of cmtrnmﬁt B
ceislist State over 1/6th of the surface of the globe in the face nt M

opposition, from the rulers of the rest of the world.



just gone to sleep, and his words 2 flashed throuzh my mind -
opiun of the peoplel”

'al“. Lot
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Outside the mauscleum, we talked with some of the people who had pulc'lﬂ'

-}"1‘1.
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years that followed, reviving their faith in the man snd his messaze, MWJ
¥

their routine work s1l the better for the inspiring and muomgipa




I SOVIET RUSSIA

MRICON
fIII

Suring cur first few days in Bussia, we hid become aware of the serious amount
of wenploynent in  Huseis. Tiis wes the inevitstle ecnccmilent of the rapid
industrialisstion of the country, which involved the flow of peisants from the
country intak the towns, sttached by reports of expending industry.

But all the sane, it was disappeinting to find s million unesployed in » country
where, if the Sccialist State has not yet been construsted, st least the worst
evils inherent in the capitalist syst:a - and enronlc wmenployment is one of them =
are being weeded out. The Soviet “overnment, with sll its plenning eapacity, has
failed so far to eradicile this evil legacy of the past.

ne visited the Inenployment Exchange in Moscow which has sttached to it the Centmal
Institute of Labour where 600U wmnmemployed workers ars tralned for differnt indus-
tries and at the séme time, made material for industrial resesrch, We sow them
being subjected to energy tests, blood tests 2nd electril speed tests. Thus, the
propértion of werking hours spent by esch worker in scutal work, in checking his
work, on getting breath snd on getiing intc position were éscertained, The appli-
caticn of Yayloriem which ensbled the Institute to tredin skilled workers for the

textile industries in two wonths where formerly two years had been necessary.

We had two rather interssting interviews in Moscow. One wus with Comréde Kameneva,
Trotaky's plster, and President of the Committes for Cultursl Helations with foreign
comntries, uhich co=oparates with similar cosr-iitees in Bnzlond and other cowntries.
1t does useful work of publishing weeily Suilatins of Information in English, French
and Yerman and by helping visiters to the 3oviet Uiion with advice, intreductions
and intepreters. Such & bedy, of courss, contains rosaiblities of dﬂdoﬂt
rropogandist tendmacies. ''s were nol s 1ittle suspicious about it. But we found not
the least attempt to influence us in the ehoics of the places and im the institution
we should visit.As for the interpreters, the fact thai one of one party srcke

flussian eliminsted any pcssitlity of suppression o of misrepresentation.
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Noosn Under The Soviet.

Our interview with Kameneva wes mainly ca the positicn of women in the Sovie
Union. hopﬂiqﬂﬁn&vmtm“h“whmum
"Brery housswife zus® learn to govern the State i= The resultant progress
nede by wemen in the sociel and civie sphires was described to us by all the
people we questicned on this point #s Just short of miraculous.

The Soviets not cnly gave the vote and put them on the same legal plane
& ran, but supplemented on emancipstion by educative and amelioretive messur
Thus,ancng the sizgle peassnt sammen, most promising specimens sre attatched
to sections cof the loesl Scoviets (mundéipalities) and various social instie
tutions, There thay leamt the rudiments of sceial serviee and eivic sctivit
for at lexst three mcnths, rechiwing s xix nlh;-ar in lieu of their ordinary
esmings. These wethcds have slready ylelded tangible results: there are
300,000 women wmexkers of local Soviets, 1,200 on Provinclal Soviets, and 10
out of the 500 wexbers of Uie Uentrel mxecutive Ccmmittes = which last compere
very faveursbly with the six women in the Dritish House of Commons.with its
615 members. No less than &OF of the doctors in the Soviet Union are women,
Compade Eamaneva, who spoke on this Juestion with enthusiasm of a suffragette,
sajd that for her bae of the greatest triwsphs of the Revolution was that

it it hed placed Hussisn women, historically a Lackesrd class, - in the

vonguerd of the Feulnist moveaeti.

i

Our seccnd interview was with the -ecretary cf the Moacow City Soviet - a
counterpart of ine Bombsy Commissicner. For thres hours, we bombarded him
with sll the questions which sre critical brain could devise. I persemally
wis interssted in finding out now far the ebection to the Soviet were free
and mfetterad. The officials are clected oy the Soviet, which is elected

by the men and WEER wWoien over eighteesn yesrs in age. But cut of a populatic
of 2 millicm, 5,000 ars disfranchised. These sre mostly Nepmen who "eploit”
(i.e. hire) labour, prissts, &nd ciher perscns who have sctually opposed the

But tae list of disqualified perscns grow shorter every year,
while® cr countar-revoluticnary armies,

Revelution.
swen xx-vifizixis ex-cificers of the

who h:ive been boyal tc the new Pregime® slnce, being given the vote this year.
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functicnal representatico. Thus, factories elect cne member for every 1,000
workers. Classes like Boctors, journalists snd housewives which are scattered
all over the cily meet together to eloct thelr represeatative. e camposition
of the present Soviet is interesting: 33 menusl workers, 258 clericdl and
sdministrative workers, 22% cofficisls, Al officers snd soldiers of the Red
Army, i% housewives, §§ 338 students over 1€ yesrs of age, 1% shop-keepers
"not” employing labour, 1% eripples and invalids, Buif professional men,
3k domestic persons and gf unemployed. It is quite evident that this body
represents the broad maes of citizens infinitely better than say, the Bombay
Municipsl Corporation, But the mmummm mrthod of elections is by show of hands
instead of by secret Lallot. "Ah!" says iLhe snti-Bolshevist triumphantly, *I
tald you scl This besutiful democracy axists only on peper. Why not & secret
bellot?" fo this, the ¥ Soviet answer is thet, while & ballot say be necessary
in cspitalisilic countries in order to safegusrd a voter against coefeion by
his landlord or his ewployer, in Workers' State like Russia, it is cumbersome
ond umecessary. w~e made the musi extensive inquiries intec this matter where-
ever wo went. The method of voting wes no doubt eslablished after the Revole
ution in order Lo subject the voting to Lhe sorutiny of the Commnist Party,
But for the pasi few years, at any rave, this scrutiny has not been allowed up
with tny sction. ageinst the man who votes the Communist cerdidate. The fact,
for instance, that 308 of the members of Lhe Moscow Soviets sre non-party men
who defested Cumunist candidstes shows that thousands of citisens must have
voled o them without sny hindrance. Besides, many of the village Soviets
have non~Coesunist sajorities. Indesd, in 8 Ukrsins villsge I visited, there
was nol & single ccmmnisl smcng the officials of nwalers of the Soviets. We
may safely say thal voting in Hussisn electicns is todsy wkk quite unfettered.
#hat enabled the ccamuniste to give thls right is their cwn populaity with
the maos workers snd suppressicn of sll riva)l party elections. The 1last part
of thelr pelicy the Communisis frankly justify as being necessary for the
maintenance of the Cictatorship of the Praletarist until the electorste is
educated enough Lo be trusted with the gigantic tésk f construsting the
Socialist State over 1/6th of the surface of the globe in the face of concented

oppeaition. from the rulers of the rect of the world.
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Lenin®s Fausoleus. -

Of my memuries in Hussis, thers is one i m“’rg-;.:_ww
Lenin dead, sis Mauselewn Just cutside Uie walls of ﬁ-n-m is opm to

the putlic from 3 Lo § a'clock every svaning. dhen we got there, it was reining

hard, but dlltee saue here wes 3 queue scme 50 yde. long of people waiting
to get a slimpse of ithe dead lsader. Luckily, having heard of the queus
befarensnd, we had cblained 3 letter of introduction which enabled us to go
stralght inww the room where in & glase~case, the gregt revolutioniat lay
ambaimed. AL his head and [eel were two Kad Aruy soldiers almoat es etill se

a sleeping flgure. Along the passage which ran round the case the people were
passing raverently, cn thelr teces lest they snould awake the alesper = and

yet what would tney not give to have Lenin in their midst agsin | Ona old

wogan, all unconsleous of the irony of her sction, crossed hersell e she
gased with adcrstion at L e face which looked as fresh as if Lenin has orly
Just gone to sleep, &nd bis vords 2 flashed through my mind = "Religion {s the
opium of the pecpled”

Outside the mavscloum, we telked with some of Lhe people who had passed through
it with us. Most of tnem - business~like Soviet officisls who whould fesl insul-
ted m if told that they were sentimental or religous = coming once or twice a
wesk Lc renew their silegiance tc their beloved 1:sder of 1917 and the hercie
years that fcllcwed, reviving thedr faith in the man and his message, and dolng

their routine work &1l the better for the inspiring snd encouraging pilgrimage,
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During our first few days in Russis, we hucd become sware of the serious amount
of memployment in #ussia. This wes the inevitsble concomilsnt of the rapid
industrializstion of the country, which invelved the flow of peasants from the
country intak the towns, attached by reports of expanding industry,

But all the same, it wWis disappointing to find a million unemployed in » country
where, if the Sccislist Stats has not yet been construsted, at least the worst
evils inherent in the capitalist system = &nd chronic wnemployment is one of them =
are being weeded out. The Soviet “overnment, with all its planning capacity, has
falled so far to eradicate this evil legacy of the past.

We visited the Unemployment Lxchange in Moscow whieh has attached to it the Centsal
Institute of Labour where $00 unenployed workers are trained for different indus-
tries and at the seére Lime, nade materisl for industrial resesrch, We saw them
being subjected to energy teste, blocd tests and eleciril speed tests. Thus, the
propériion of werking nours spent by each worker in agutal work, in ehecking his
work, on gotting breath and on getting into positiocn were Sscertuined. The sppli-
cation of Taylorism which enbbled the Instituts to trein skilled workers for the

textile Industries in two months where formerly two years had been necessary.

We had two rather interesting interviews in Moscow. One was with Comrade Kemensva,
Troteky's sister, and Fresident of the Committes for Cultursl Relations with foreign
countries, which co-operétes with similar comnittees in England snd other cowntries,
It does useful work of publishing weekly Bulletins of Information in English, French
and Gerwan and by helping visitars to the Soviet Union with advice, introducticns
and intepreters. Such & ledy, of course, contains possiblities of dﬂclo;ml
propogandist tencemcies. ''e were not & little suspicious about it. But we found not
the least sttempt to influence us in the choice of the places and fx the institutlons
we should visit.As for the interpretars, the fact that ocne of one party spoke

Russian eliminated any possiblity of suppression or of misrepresentation,
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Our interview with Kemeneva wes mainly on the positicn of women In the Scviet
Unien. The pelicy of the Uovermnnent can best be sumed Up in Lenin's slogans
"Every housewifs must leim to govern tae State | The resultant progress
mede by women in the soclel and civie !ﬁnmnd-mbdmuwmm.
Pecple we questicned on this point as just short of mirseulous.

The Soviets nct only give the vote and put them on the ssme legal plane
as man, but supplemented on amancipstion by educative snd amelicretive messures
Thus,among the simple peasant wommen, most promlsing specimens gre attatched
to sections of the locsl Soviets (munddipaiities) and woarious scclsl instie
tutions. Thers they learnt the rudimenis of social service end civic activity
for at least three mcnths, rechiving a xix salary in lieu of theis ordinary
earmnings, These methods have 2lresady yielded tangible results: therae are
300,000 viomen members of locsl Sorviets, 1,200 an Provinciol Soviets, and 10
out of the 500 members of the Central Executive Comzittes = which last corpire
very favoursbly with the six wemen in the British House of Commons.with fts =
615 members. Nc less than 60% of the doctors In the Soviet Unicn are wemen, 1
Coxwade hamaneva, who spoks an this question with enthusiasm of s suffragetts,
gaid that for her tne of the greatest triumphs of the Revolution was that

it it hea placed Russian wanen, histerically s backward class, = in the

vanguard of the Feuminist movemant,

Are Elections Freg?

Our second intervimw wss with the Sacretary of ihe foscow Clty Soviet - a
counterpart of the Bombsy Comrissioner. For three ncurs, we bombarded hinm
with 8il the guestions which ere critical brain could devise. I personally
wos interested in finding out how far the ebecticn to the Soviet wers [ree
and mieltered. The officials are eslected by the Soviet, which 1s elected

by ths men and wmmmx women over eighteesn years in age. But oul of & populatics
of 2 millien, 50,000 are disfranchised. These are mostly Nepmen who "exploit”
{4.e. hire) labour, priests, and other perscns who have sctuslly cpposed the
Revolution. But the list of disqualified persons grow shorter every year,
men mx-uiticixin ex-officers of the "White" cor counter=revcluticnary armies,

who have been boyal to the new "regime” since, being given the vote this year.
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The elacticna are rot o the besis of turriterisl constituencles, but of
functionsl representation. Thur, faclories elect one wenber for every 1,000
workers. Classes like Bocters, journallsts and heusewives which are scatlersd
all over the city meet togethior 0 alect thelr representative, The comporition
of tre present Scviet is interasting: 391 manusl workera, 255 cleriedl rnd
sdministrative werkers, 22% cffliclels, 4% officers and soldiers of the Red
Army, 4% hcusewives, 8§ 33% students cver 18 years of age, 1% shop=keepars
"not” employing lebowr, 1% cripples and invelids, Gxi professicnal men,

4% donestic persons and §{ wnemployed. It is quite evident that this body
represents the broad mass of citizens infinitely better than say, the Bombay
Municipal Corporstion., But the method of electicns is by show of hands
insteac of by mecret ballot. "Ah!™ says Lhe anti=Bolshevist triumphantly, "I
tald you sol This besutiful democrscy exists only on papar. Why not a secret
ballot?® ".fo this, the ¥ Soviet snswer is that, while & ballct wag be nacessary
in capitalistic countries in order to safeguard a voter against coeficicn by
his landlopd or hiz employer, in Workers' State like Russia, 1t is cumberscue
and unnecessary. We rade the most extensive inquiries intc this matter wheres 1
ever we went. The method of voting was no doubl established after the Revol-
ution in order to subject thes voting to the serutiny of the Communist Party,
But for the past few years, at any rate, this scrutiny has not besn allowed up
with sny setion, sgainst the man who votes the Crnmmist candidate, The fact,
for instance, that 308 of the members of the Moscow Soviets are non=psriy men
who defeated Comunist candidates shows that thousands of citizens must have
voted or them without any hindrance. Besides, many of the village Soviets
have non=Communist majorities. Indeed, in a Ukraine village I visited, there
was not @ single communist among the officials of members of the Soviets. We
may safely say that voting in Russian electicns is teday wik quite unfettered,
What enabled the cammmnists to give this right is their own populaity with

the mass workers and suppression of sll rival party elections, The last part
of their policy the Comnniste frankly justify ss being necessary for the
maintenznce of the Dictatorship of the Proletsrist until the electorate is
educated enough to be trusted with the gigantic task f construsting the
Socialist State over 1/6th of the surface of the globe in the face of concented

opposition. from the rulers of the rest of the werld.
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Asuin's Mausoleun.
Of my mescriss in fussis, there s ane I shall not eaibly forget = thatof
Lenin dead. His Mauscleum just ocutside ﬁlml;othnbdhh“h
the putlic from 8 to § e'clock every evening. When we got there, it was reining
hard, but alltee same there wes & Queus zcwe % yos. long of pecple waiting
to get a glimpre of the desd lesder, Luckily, heving heard of the queus
Leforehand, we had oblained @ letter of introduction wkich ensbled us to go
straight into the roow where in @ glats=case, the gregt revolutionist lay
embalmed, At his head and feel weres two lisd Ariy soldiers slmcst as still as
a sleeping figure. Along the passage which ran round the case the people were
passing reverently, on their ices lest they should awake the sleeper -~ and
yel what would tney not jive to have Lenin in their midst agsin § One cld
wogan, all unconsicous of the irony of har astion, orossed herself as she
gs3ed wilh sdoration at t o face which locked an fresh as if Lemin has only
Just gotie to sleep, and hia -ords B {leshed “hrough wy mind - "Religion io the
opium of the pecpled"”

Qutalde tne wauscleum, wo talked wiith scme of the people who hed passed through
it with us. dost of them - businese~like Soviet officisle who whould feel insul-
ted m if 1old that they wers sentimentsl ©r religous = coming once or twice &
week to remes their alleglance to their beloved leader of 1G17 and the hercie
years that followed, reviving their falth !n tne man and his message, and doing

Lheir routine work a1l the better for the inspiring snd mcoursging pllgrimage.



