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Visitors to Russia who describe the wonderful constructive work of the Soviets
in the citfes and the enthusiasm of the workers are Slways cut short with “Yes,
but what about the poor, neglected pessants who form the greatest majority of
}me pecple?” Not wishing to be caught that way, I peid several visits to the

countryside around about the cities, spending especially a whole day in Blige
tavitza - a Ukranien village far removed from the city and railway, with a
population of 8,000, almost all peasants. There were no 'protelatarianst -
everyone had a helding, however small. The Co-cperative Society seeméd strong-
having a well-stocked store, 8 flour mill and a blacksmith forge.
Lately, the Soviets have been encouraging ccllective farming, which entails
’pull.‘l.ng into hotch-pot the farms, cattle and loose capital of the members in
| order to work the property together and then share the produce. In Elistaviteza
J it only ccmmenced at the beginning of this year when five peasants started
collective férming: They indonsenminer swere now number 29,

A Village School.

I visited a village school. ¥ Unfortunately for me, the children were having
their summer holidays, But I met the teschers. The bullding was befors the
revolution, the house of the Lord of the Manor. There are 120 children under
the system of free and compulscry education from the age of 7 to li. About 10
are exempted from attendance as they imm live in hamlets 2 or 3 miles away
and the road is almost impassable in winter. The children are divided into 3
standards each about 4O strong. The maximum number of children in eich class
allowed by the law is 45, which is a great achiswement when we remember that
in Engleand the Labour Party is still agitating for such a maximum. I found the
school equipped with a pianc and a very good library, thanks to & donation
> from the Cooperative Socity.

The Teachers.

The staff consisted of & headmsster and two women assistants. For 2 village
/had been elementary schocl, they sre exceptionally qualified. The headEbiESkn/through

the University, while the assistants had finished high schook education and

had gone through six menths course in pedagogy. Being intellectual workers,

they worked a ik six hour day and were paid 45 roubles and L2 roubles per month,

respectively, besides free lodgings, light, water and fuel, Their wages had

been rising & little every year. In 1921, they had received only 17 roubles.

The same teachers conduct 2 night school for the illiterste adults of the
village. They are paid 15 rout}es per month extras for this two hours job.

As a result of these classes they sre hardly any illiterate men in the village
and only 60 such women. In Z years \here won#t be any left.
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The Pesssnts & the Sovist

1 visited the homes of several peasants - progsperous and poor and was
very cordially received. I had to partake to & meal at w each place in
order not to offend my hosts § The propporous peasant looks with benevelent
ingifference at the Soviet Government. He will back it - so long as it
protects his interest in the land | Pressed to suggest iny grievance of
his, he says he wants more credit in order to develop his holding, At
present he gets something like 180 roubles from the Cooperative Societry,
but itk is not enough. Yes, he knows the Soviets cannot help it. Sti1l,

‘ that is his complaint. Was he a Communist? 2 No, he wasn't politically
minded. But his son was a pioneer (Commumnist Boy Scout) and csme home
from school talking about the private property beinz theft. He rather enviel
his son. He had no sechool to go ta in his days.

!‘Ih- poorer peasants owed more to the Soviets, They had got SI:'EB lands at

| the time of the revolution. One of them = his was the poorest cottage I
was to visit and yet it was clean and comfortable = had & holiing not big

| enoughk to support his family. It was true, the Soviets had offered him a
farm three times as large in a neighbouring village, but he would rather
stick to his ancestral patch, where his forefaters had been serfsl

Before leaving the village, I visited the office of the village Soviets (or
Local Board). It consisted of the President and a Secretary (esch paid 25

J roubles a month for their part-time jobs) and 1l members., The officials

were elected by and from the Soviets which was itself elected annualky by

all the adultd in a village. Last year, 88f of the electors had voted. fuss

There was not a singles Communist in the Soviet, There was not any in that
at all as & matter of fact. But = there were & lot of Young Communists
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a Soviet Suseis
A Uanisn Village

Visitors to Russia who describe the woncerful constructive work of the Soviets
hﬁtdﬁ-nﬂt.n“ndmmlnmmd\Mdmﬁ-
but whal about the poor, neglected peassnts who form the greatest majority of
the pecple? Not wishing to be caught that way, I paid several visits to the
couniryside around about the cities, spending especially a e day in Blie=
tavitza - a Ukranian village far resmoved from the city and ; wWith a
populstion of 8,000, almost all peasants. There were no 'predelatarisnst -
everyone had 3 holding, however ssall. The Co-cperative Scclety seemdd strong-
having a well-stocked store, & flour mill and a blacks=ith forge.

"

Lately, the Soviets have been encouraging collective farming, which entails
pulling into hotch-pot the farms, cattle and lcose capital of the members in
order to work the property together and Uhen share the produce. In Blistavitsa
it cnly cummenced at the beginning of this year when five peasants started
collective farming. They loodoumsenmsiner swere now number 29,

A ¥illage School.

1 visited a village schiocl. £ Unfortunately for me, the children were having
thelir summer holidays. But I met the teachers. The bullding was before the
revoluticn, the house of the Lord of the Manor. There are 120 children under
the system of free and compulsory education from the age of 7 to lk. About 10
are exempted from attendance as they Imx live in hamlets 2 or J miles sway
and the roéd is almost impassable in winter. The children are divided into 3}
stindards esch about 40 strong. The saximum number of children in each class
allowed by the law is A5, which is a great achiwesment when wa remember that
in England the Labour Party is still agitating for such & maximum. I found the
school ejuipped with & planc and a very good library, thanks to 8 donation
from the Cooperstive Scelty.

Ihe Teachers.

The staff consisted of & headmaster and two women éssistants. For a village
elemmtary schocl, they sre exceptionslly qualified. The hesdiiRifin/through
the University, while the assistants had finished high schook education and

hed cone through six mcnths course in pedagogy. Being intellectual workers,
they w.rkad a gtk six hour day snd were paid 45 roubles and 42 roubles per month,
respective., besides free lodgings, light, water and fuel, Their wages had
been rising @ little every year. In 1921, they had received cnly 17 roubles.

The same teachers conduct 2 night scheol for the {1literste adults of the
village. They are paid 15 roubles per month extrs for this two hours Jobs

As & result of these classes they are hardly any illiterote men in the village
and only 60 such women. In 2 years here wondt be sny left.
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very cordially received. I had (o partake to 5 meal st x edch plece in
crder not to offend my hosts | The prepporous pessant locks with benevolem
in#ifference at the Soviet Government. He will back it - sc long as it
proledls Lis interest in the lend | Fressed to suggest dny grievance of
kis, he says he wants zore eredit 1a order Lo develop his holding. At
present e gets scmething like 160 roubles frow the Cooperative Seeie'y,
but itk is nct encugh. Yes, he kncws the Scviets cannct help Jt. Still,
that 15 hie complaint, Waz he & Communiet? £ Fe, he wam't politieally
minded. But his son was a ploneer (Ccmmunist Bey Scout) and came home
from school talking about the private propertly belng theft. He rether envie
his ecn. He had ne school Yo go ‘o in his days.

The pcorer peassnts owed more Lo the Soviets. They had got ﬂiii lands at
the time of the revolution. One of them = his was the pcorest cottage I
was to visit &nd yet it was clean snd comfortable = had 4 hol 'ing mot big
enoughk to support his fasdly. It wes true, the Soviets hod offered him &
farm “hres timss aés large in & nelghbouring village, but he would rather
stick to his sncestral patch, wher= his forefaters had been serfal

Before leeving Lhe village, I visited the offics of the village Soviets (or
Loeal Board). It consisted of the President and a Secratary (esch paid 25
roubles a wonth for their part-time Joba) and 11 members, The offieisls
were elected by and froz the Joviets «hich wes Lltself elected Jnnually by
all the adultd in o village. Last year, 888 of the electors had voted. Dowex
There was not & single Communist in the Soviet, There vas not sny in thet
st 5.1 88 & matter of fact. But = there were & lo' of Young Communists
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In Soviet %ussia
A Ukranian ¥illage

Visitors to Bussia who describe the wonderful constructive work of the Soviets
in the citfes and the enthusiagm of the workers sre always cut short with "Yes,
but what about the poor, neglected peassnts who form the greatest majority of
the pecple?™ Not wishing to be caught that way, I paid several visits to the
countryside arocund sbout the cities, epending npuuu;-u’ e day in Elige
tavitza - a Ukranian village far removed from the city and re s With g
population of 8,000, almost a1l peasants. There were no 'prolelatarisns! -
everyone had a holding, however small. The Co-cperative Soclety seemdd strong=
hsving a well-stocked store, & fiour mill and a blacksmith forge.

lately, the Soviets have been encouraging collective farming, which entails
pulling into hotech=pot the farms, cattle and loose capital of the members in
order to work the property together and then share the produce. In Elistavitza
it only commenced at the beginning of this yesr when five pessants started
collective farming. They kaxdonseomier swere now number 29,

A ¥illage School.

I visited a village schocl. ¥ Unfortunately for me, the children were having
their summer holidays. But I met the teachers. The bullding was before the
revolution, the house of the Lord of the Manor. There are 120 children under
the syster of free and compulsory education from the age of 7 to 14, About 10
are exempted from attendance as they dwx live in hamlets 2 or 3 miles sway
and the road is almost impassable in winter. The children are divided into 3
standards each about L0 strong. The maximum number of children in sach claes
allowed by the law is L5, which is a great achimwement when we remember that
in England the Labour Party is still agitating for such a maximum, I found the
school eguipped with a pianc and a very good library, thanks to 8 donation
from the Cooperative Socity.

Ihe Teschers.

The staff consisted of ¢ headmaster and two women assistants, For & village
elementary schocl, they are excepticnally qualified. The huMﬂ:rmﬁ
the University, while the assistents had finished high schook education and

had gone through six months course in pedsgogy. Being intellectual workers,
they worked 2 sk six hour day and were paid L5 roubles and 42 roubles per month,
respectively, besides free lodgings, light, water and fusl. Their wages had
been rising @ little every yesr. In 1921, they had received only 17 roubles.

The sams teachers conduct a might school for the illiterdte adults of the
village. They are paid 15 roub}es per month extrs for this two hours Job.

As & result of these classes they are hardly any illiterate men in the village
and only 60 such women. In 2 yeors here wondt be any left.
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I visited the homes cf seversl pessants - propspercus snd poor and was
very cordially received. I had to partake tc & meal at x esch place in
order not to offend my hosts ! The propporous pessant locks with benevelm
infifference at the Soviet Government. He will back it = so lomg as it
protects his interest in the land | Fressed to sugfest any grievance of
his, he says ne wsnts more credit in crder to develop his holding, At
present he gets something like 180 roubles from the Cooperative Sceie'y,
but itk is nct encugh. Tes, he knows the Soviets cenmot help it. Still,
that is his complaint. Was he a Communist? & No, he wasn't politieally
minded. But his son was 2 pioneer (Comrunist Boy Scout) and csme home
from school talking about the private property being theft. He rother envie!
his son. He had nc seheol to 3o to in his days.

The poorer peasants owed more to the Soviets. They had got 2l 1ands ot
the time of the revolution. One of them = his was the poorest cottage 1
was to visit and yet it was clean and comfortable = had a hol'ing net big
enoughk to support his family. It was true, the Soviets hud offered him &
farm taree times as large in a neighbouring village, but he would rather
stick tc his ancestrel patch, whers his forefaters had been serfsl
H

Before leaving the village, I visited the office of the village Soviets (or -
Local Board). It consisted of the President and a Secretary (esch paid 25
roubles a month for their part-time jobs) and 1l members. The officials
were elected by and from the Soviets which was iiself elected annualky by
all the adultd in s village. Last year, 888 of the electors had voted. Som
There was not a single Communist in the Soviet. There was not any in thsi

at oll as & matter of fact, But - thers were & lo! of Young Communists




In Soviet Busseis Tth Novesber, 1927.
Zndustrial & Political Situation
I

I have so far omited all mention of the various factories we wisited in
Russia - the lm Triangle Rubber Pactory in Leningrad employes 15,000
wvorkers, the lﬂl Candy & Chocolate Works with 2,700 workers and the Thres
Mounts Textile Factory with 7,000 workers in Moscow and the Stesl “orks

with 17,000 workers near Nijni-Novogod. I am not qualifigd to speak about the
technical side of what I saw, but everywhere there was admitedly 2k &

erying need for more up-to-date machinery, lack of which was hampering
production.

8o far as the efficiency of the workers is concerned, the reduction im
working hours from & nine, ten, and in many cases 12, to a maximum of eight
hours has not adversely affected indiwidual or collective production. The
total industrial population of the Soviet Union, we learn from the recent
issue of "Economics™, had in 1926, attained the prewwar level.

'&, The foreman in the Moscow Textile Factory told me that his job was made
much easier by the Hevolution. Cases of slackness were rarer, and the gen=
instead of eral tone of the workers under him was one of -ffort,i.tndurlmu. The -
will to work and, with it, the amount of production it undoubtedly improved.
The fly ih the ointment was the use of anti pechinery. "But to be
able to import new machinery we require credit from your people.”

The factories are generally managed by two Directors. The "Red Director™
whom the Technical Director advices, is appointed by the *xecutive with
the a proval of the Factory Committee of the Workers. He must in addition
be a worker who had risen from the ranks.

Zrade Unionisa 99%.

L 4 We were told that about 99% of the workers in these factories belonged to
the apprepriate Trade Unions. The International Labour Office at Geneva
has just published a report on the Trade Unions in the Soviet Union. In
1917, there were only 100,000 unionists. During the periocd of "Military
Communism,” the membership figures of course, leapt up. But in 1922, with
the introduction of the New Economic Policy, the rmamber of Unions was made
strictly voluntary and thus resulted inm a fall from 6,740,000 to 4,550,000,
Since then, the obvious advantage of a Trade Union card have led to a grad-

today. The I.L.0. reports the membership of 9,200,000.

I.L.0. which can hardly be sald to symp=
than

ual increase until
As the positions of the Unions, the
athise with the Communists, says they possess "far greater perogstives

than those received by frade Unions in any other country « « « » and play

toiaZl""
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& predominant part in scoial affairs.” It adds that * it should not be
thought that management of the Unioms by the Communists is abaolute,”

The Childrens Paradise. .

What sturck us most was the social work st the factories. Clubs and
schools were attatched to every one of them, but the creches were such

as to justify the Soviet Union's clalm %o be called, "The Children's

Paradise.” To us, "mere mea," oreches semmed (o be the acme of perfection
and the women-members of our party, themsolves active social workers,
agreed that no creche in Great Britain could beat .hese from any aspect
whatsoever,

The eight hour day with factorgss workers is universal in Bussia, Besides
this, the lav enforces a weekly period of uninterrupted rest of not less
than 42 hours, 2 weeks holiday & year and 14 pubdlioc holidays with full
wages. For intellectual workers, like teachers, clerks and jourmal sts,
the maximum hours of work axe 6, so also for miners working underground.
Persons between 14 and 16 years of age, if allowed to work at all after
medical examination, can work only 4 hours ai day. A leaf which India
might, for .te conscience' sake, take out of the Soviet statuts book is
that vhich prohibits the labour of women underground or at xf night.

¥ages.

Piecd-work seems to be the rule in Russian factories, we suggested

that it vas a system of exploitation denounced by British and Ameriocan
Trade Unionists. "Yes, but the pr.fits of exploitation - if there are
any = come back to the workers in the form of services from the Btate."
Besides, piece-work were not fixed so as to give only the best workers
& living wage. In Candy Factory, for instance the average wage wvas about
fouble the minimum.

For ordinary workers, wvages ranged from 45 roubles to 150 roubles.a
month. The bulk of the men got about 70 roubles (Rs,93/-). Women genera=~
1ly earned about 85% of this. Compared with British wvages, it works out
at & weekly wage of 35 8. as against 42 s, to 45 s. Add to this the cash
value of such social services as free thestre tickets, free holidays in .
rest homes, and the most complete system of social insurance in the
world = and you get the fruits of .he workers of the “ictatorship of

the Industrial Proletariat. Money wages, back to pre= war levelsj real
wages, higher than ever before; and the most importemt of all, wages
rising steadily year by year as compared with the constant post-war

ceredf=
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reductions in the wages of British, French, Gersan and Italian varkers.

Irthntumth-nl;nnnorw:mertulnhtm.nmu
suffice in the eyes of the Yussian vorkers.

But this spplied only to about 10 milliom workers and their families,

They formed only 18% of the population. How about the other 826 T The
average income “"per mensuea”™ was 15 roubles im 1922-23, 30 roubles inm
1923-24, 3° roubles in 193425 and 48 roubles in 1925-26. Thus, the
average income today is abou: Ra.66/- a momth. 1 remember Prof. K.?. Shab's
estimate of the average montly income in India as Re.6/<,

The Pessant Probles.

One consequence of this difference in the earnings of in ustril workers
and peasants is the jealously of the latter towards better paid townsmen.
The Russian peasant owes his land to the "wolnuu. and will he for long
be contented vilh the position of the step-son of the State? Suppose he
refused to part with his surplus corn except at one exhorbifant price 1
¥hat then? This then constitutes the Peasant Problem - one, making the
peasants part with bhis surplus as cheaply as gosaible for the consumption
of the town-workers and smecondly, superceding the present "de facto'
peasant proprietership by effective Btate ownerahip and management. The
seoond item is, it is frankly admitted, impossible of ackievement at the
moment. The present composition of the country popwlation is 40% poor
pessant (without cattle), 4% "kulaks"™ = or big fxms farmers, and the
remaining 56% middle class peasants. The policy of the Soviet Union to
frown .pon and iselate the "kulak" to emoourage snd organise the rural
'proletariat! and to leave the middle majority well alone. The “ovist
Prograsme, on which theiw very existence depends, demands high mtul.—
tural production, so that the town work may get his food cheap. The Soviet
therefore, refrain from kindling the class war in the villages. o far as
the ultimate object is concerned, they rely almost exclusively on educatic
As mentioned before, all children urned ocut of village schooks are Comm—
unists and it is expected that that generation will be far more tractable
than thé present when the State aazserts to the full ite right of ownershij
in the land.




