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The immediate problem is linked 4@ with what is still called th Economie
Folicy," which was introduced by Lenin in 1521. The peasants wj,;_l.nm-;; sall their

surplous corn at & piece which will enable them to byy in return clothing and
implements. This means that prices of manufacture have to be reduced, and that
can cnly be achieved through incrsased producticn. Increase production, however,
is impossible without up-to-date machinery, and more of it, end that means more
capital or credit, Externally, therefore, Ru=sia tries to get credits in ’mu,
Germany, U.S. and England. Internally, she has had to resort to the 'nepmen, !
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[ Everywhere We were told that the N.E.P. was an unmigitated success. This deviation
from the Socialist doctrine has besn rapresented abroad a8 an absndment of Socialisy
It is, no doubt, a concession but, as Lenin once said, "Every concession we make
we mike within the limits of what will support and strengthen the power of the

proletariat which undeviatingly is meking for the annihilation of classes and the
realisation of Communism,"

Private traders were necessary because the shwm demand for commodities was greater
than the Cooperative and the State Stores with the capital at their disposal, coubd
\zeet. In Leningrad and Moscow, it was a common dight - Cooperatiwe or State Shep
and a private shop next to each other. The gueue of scme 50 persons outside, the
former, but none at the latter. If one dosen't care to wait, one must pay a little
more so that the nepmen may make a crofit.

l With the growth of Cooperative capital however, the proportion of trade in private
hands has been steadily diminishing. In 1923-24, it was 158 ax of the internal trade
of the country, in 1924~25, it was 10f and in 1925-26 only 88, This lost trade has
gone entirely to the Cooperatives which now controls 21% of the market, State
trading, has remained constant at about 708, These figur<s show that the State
rnd Cooperatives so dominate the market ss to regulate prices and that sll talk of

return to capitalism and "private enterprise" is soc much meaningleas,
.

The Communist Party.
We may be permitted to close on a pclitical note - and the politice of the Soviet
Union are those of the Commmist Party, the only organised party in the State. It
has about 1,200,000 merbers. The “oviet State, at the moment, is sdmittedly, the
Uirectorship of the industrial proletaria , and the Communist Party is essentially
the workers' party, though it has peasants in increasing numbers among its members.
As there are just mm over ten millicn workars, {t means that more than one in every
ten i- s member of the perty. “dd to this the two million membersof the Young
Communists League, which has members between the ages of 14 and 18,
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As to thon.}oriﬁﬂtwmmﬁﬁlmm un-ﬂwdm&. they
are only anti-psrty. How mény are &u—nmm.tu it isk impessible to say.
But, election figures nhal that nthilﬂ.y 8 big majority of the noneParty
workers are behind the Yoviet regime. This was borne out by our persenal
experience, e did meet tam & couple of enti-Communists, but a vast majority '
of the people we talked to - uqitm, calmen, clerks, students, journalists -
though not members of the Party, were supporters of the new order. Most of

then apologetically confessed, they could not spare enough time ‘o become mem-
year of probation, and thus en amount of weekly
party work cne could frighten ordinary ncn-political individual. No member can
draw more thlww.ﬂ. In accordance with this, Kslinen,
the Fresiden of the Union, Rykoff, the PM} and all the cther “ommissars draw
only 225 rcubles or #s.300/- & month when cn the other hand, engineesring and
jelectrical experts get anything up to 800 roubles or Rs.1,066/- a month. Thus,
Party membership is a distinct financial handicap and rasembles rather the number
of religious order than of political parties such as the Sritish Labour Farty

or the Indian National “ongress.

The Opposition,

Cur stay in Moscow synchronized with the sessions of the Central Executive of
the Party. The opposition, whic his very ably led by Trotsky and Zinoviev, ia
estimated to nulber only 2 or 3% of the Farty, Roughly speaking, it may be said
that they are the most dogmstic and orthodex Comrunists, advocating immediate
at.at.e l/:, ng, eliminaticn of nepmen, 2nd more intensiwe propoganda for world
rwc:lutit:n.

, What was to us of most interest about the debates was that we were able to read

Jtho verbatim in the Moscow Press. Zvery word of the Mincrity was read by hundreds
of thousands of workers. The Government were called "petit-bourgeois,” "Eraltces
of the clasa". "thedr :r-_i*anriaina" and the State Irade Imion and Farty papers #ll
published the remakksi

Will it Last?

When Lenin died, the imminent cverthrow of the “oviet Yovernment was confidently
predicted by all those, who wish was ix father 1o the thought. Even then, how-
ever, H.G. Wells wrote: "His death will make only the smallest difference in the
destinies of Hussis. Lenin was never in reality a dictator. Smtim Comruniam {8
definitive, directive and compelling. A score of Lenins might die snd Comrung sm
weuld go on as though nothing had changed," Welle has onee more proved a trie
prophet. A score of lesser Lenins have since died, but their places have been
taken by younger men - less bitter and mil$tant perhaps, because they héve not
been ground by the mills of Tsariem, — znd Jjust as esrmest and enthusiastic.
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The “ussian Government is the only Government of & grest pawer which has ruled

thout a fall since the end of the Sreat "ar. And the Russisns know the dangers

ch the Wer holds in store for them. If there was cne, they were asked to .
convey to the British workers, it was their apreel to the British comrades not i
to allow the First “orkers “epublic tc be destroyed. For, a war means the end r
of their hopes of building up 3 Sccialist State. Thery probably have an exage-
erated ides of the possibilities of their State being attacked by the Westem
Fowers. But, their fear and destination of was is wise and sinceres.

Today, the Soviet Union is stronger, mors proppercus and more united then 1t

has ever been before. The industrial workers are solidly behind the government,
The peasant and the intelligentsia are in x¥¥S¥ increasing numbers rallying
around 1t. As I write, comes the news that the Soviets have gained a fresh ally, |
The Orthodox Church, s so long hostile and rebellious, haw been granted a legal |
existence and has in xmokrwy return, accepted scverignity of the Soviete. Thejr
revived Holy Synod has published a8 "call” to the clergy. "Remaining orthodex, we |
feel it our duty to be loyal “ovietx citizens, not through fear, biit from the
bottom of our hearts. Those who are hostile to the Soviets, must have the
Church.” The Church still has a huge amount of influence with the peasants and
this step will lead to more active support for the Soviets on their part. §

Left to itself in peace, the Soviets still continue at its tremendous task of

{: Sceialist construction, and make the permanant contribution tc the progress of

i;lhmanit,y. "There is no possible alternative government” . The Aussians must

l either proceed on "the Path to Communism" or perish as an org.nic part of man-
kind. It is a huge social experiment. The Zmkmux lasbarotory is one-sixth of the
surface of the globe. The scientists are the most intelligent and well-intentiones

in the world. Shall this great experiment be destroyed ?
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Ihe New fconomic Folicy
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The immediate problem is linked up with what is still called the "N Eoonemic
Pelicy," which was introduced by Lenin in 192)1. The pumtuni;ln-{ruu their

surplous corn at a piece which will mable them to by in return clothing and
implements. This means that prices of manufscture have to be reduced, and that
can only be achieved through increased production. Increase production, however,
is impossitle without up-to-date machinery, and more of it, snd that means more
capital or credit. Externally, therefors, Russia tries to get eredits in France,
Germany, U.S. and Ingland. Internally, she has had to resort to the 'nepmen, !

Everyvhere we were told that the N.E.P. was an unmigitated success. This deviation
from the Soclalist doctrine has been represented abrosd as an abandment of Soccialise
It is, no doubt, a concessicn but, as Lenin once said, "Every concession we make

we mike within the limits of what will support and strengthen the power of the
proletariat which undeviatingly is making for the annihilation of classes and the
realisation of Communism."

Private traders were necessary because the smam demsnd for commodities was greater
than the Cooperative and the State Stores with the capital at their dispossl, coudd
meet. In Leningrad ond Moscow, it was a common dight - Cooperatiwe or Stats Shop
and 8 private shop next to each other. The queus of some 50 persons outside, the
forwer, but none at the latter. If one dosen't care to wait, one must pay a little
more so that the nepren may make a rrofit.

With the growth of Cooperative capital however, the proportion of trsde in private
hands has been steadily diminishing. Im 19232k, it was 15% mm of the internsl trad:
of the country, in 1924=25, it was 10% and in 1925-26 only 8%, This lost trade has
gone mtirely to the Cooperatives which now controls 218 of ths market. Stats
trading, has remained constant at about 708, These figur<s show that the State

and Cooperatives so dominate the market as to regulate prices and that all talk of
a return to capitslism and "private enterprise” is so much meaningless,

The Communist Party.

We may be permitted to close on a pcliticsl note - and the politics of the Sovist
Union are those of the Communist Party, the only organised party in the State. It
has about 1,200,000 members. The Soviet State, at the moment, is admittedly, the
Directorship of the industrisl proletaria , &nd ths Comyunist Party is essentislly
the workers' party, though it h:s peasants in inereasing numbers anong its members.
Ag there are just mm over ten million workers, it means that more than cne in every
ten i- @ member of the party. “dd to this the two million memberscf the Toung
Comunists League, which has mesbers between the ages of 14 2nd 18,
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As to the majority they are not all anti~Communists., As & matter cf fact, they
are only anti-party. How msny are anti-Communists it lsk impossible to say,

But, election figures show that certainly a big majority of the noneParty
workers are behind the “oviet regime. This was borne out by our personal
experience. We did meet tkm o couple of snti-Communists, but a vast me Jority

of the people we talked to - walters, cabmen, clerks, students, journslists -
though not memberw of the Farty, were supporters of the nex order. Most of

them spologetically confessed, they could not spire sncugh time ‘o become mem=
bers. There was first én ardurous yesr of probatiom, and thus an emownt of weekly
party work cne could frighten ordinery non-political individual. No member can
draw more Wnan 225 roubles a month as salary. In accordance with this, Kalinen,
the Fresiden of the Union, Rykoff, the PM} and all the cther “ommissars draw
only 225 roubles or #s.300/- & month when cn the other hand, engineeering and
electrical experts get anything up to 800 roubles or Rs.1,066/- a month. Thus,
Farty membership is a distinet financial handicap and resembles rather the number
of religicus order than of political parties such as the Sritish Labour Farty

or the Indisn National “ongress.

Tho Oppositicn.

Qur stay in Moscow synchronized with the sessions of the Central Executive of
the Party. The cprosition, whic his very ably led by Troteky and Zinoviev, is
estimated to number only 2 or 3% of the Farty, Roughly speaking, it may be said
that they are the most dogmatic and orthodox Communists, advocating immediste
State framing, eliminaticn of nepmen, 2nd more intensiwve propoganda for world
revelution.

What was to us of most interest about the debates was that we were able to read
the verbatim in the Moscow Press. Zvery word of the Minority was read by hundred:
of thousands of workers. The Government were called "petit-bourgeocis,” "fraitams
of the class". "their midorians” and the State Trade Union and Party papers all
published the remakial

“ it 14

When Lenin died, the imminent overthrow of the “oviet Government was confidently
predicted by all those, who wish was tix father to the thought. Even then, how-
ever, H.G. Wells wrote: "His desth will make only the smallest difference in the
destinies of Russis. Lenin was never in reslity a dictator. Smiime Communism is
definiiive, directive and compelling. A score of Lenins might dle and “omr unise
would go on as though nothing had changed,” Wells has onee more proved a true
prophet. A score of lesser Lanins have since died, but their places have been
taken by younger men = less bitter end militant perhaps, because they have not
been ground by the mills of Tsariem, - and just as earmest and enthusiastic.
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The lzmedlate problem is linked up with what is still called the Eccnomic
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implements. This means that prices of manufacture have to be reduced, and that
can cnly be achieved through increased production. Increase production, however,
is impossible without up-to-date machinery, and more of it, and that means more
capital or credit. Externally, therefore, Hussia tries to get credits in Frence,
Uermany, U.S. and Ingland. Internally, she hes had to resort to the 'nepmen. '

Everywhers we wera told that the N.E.P. was sn unmigitated success. This deviation
from the Sccislist doctrine has been represented abroad as an abandment of Soclalim
It is, no doubt, & concession but, as Lenin once sald, "Every concession we make

wo mike within the limits of what will support and strengthen the power of the
proletariat which undeviatingly is making for the annihilation of clagses and the
realisation of Communism.”

Private traders were necessary because the smam demand for commodities was greater
than the Cooperative end the State Stores with the capital at their disposal, coubd
wett. In Leningrad and Moscow, it was a common dight - Cooperatiwe or State Shop
and 8 private shop next to each other. The qusue of scme 50 perscns outside, the
forsier, but none at the latter. If cne dosen't care to wai:, one must pay a little
more =0 that the nepmen may make a ;rofit.

With the growth of Cooperative capitel however, the proportion of trade in private
hands has been steadily diminishing. In 1923-24, it was 158 mx of the intemal trade
of the country, in 1924=25, it was 10% and in 1925-26 only 2%, This lost trade has
gone entirely to the Cooperatives which now controls 21% of the market. State
treding, hes remained constant at about 70%. These figur s show that the State

and Cooperstives so dominate the market ss to regulste prices snd that all talk of

a return to capitslism and "private enterprise” is so much meaningless,

The Communist Party.
We may be permitted to close on a peliticel note - and ihe politics of the Soviet
Union are those of the Communist Party, the only orgénised party in the State. It
has avbout 1,200,000 members. The Soviet State, at the moment, ie admittedly, the
Lirectorship of the industrial proletaria , and the Commun st Party is essentielly
the workers' party, though it has peasants in increasing numbers ancng its members.
Ag there are just mx over ten million workers, il mesns that more than coe in every
ten i a wember of the perty. “dd to this the two million membersof the Young
Communists League, which has members between the ages of 14 and 18,
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Az to the ms jority they are not all anti-Communists. As & metter of fact, they
are only anti-party. How msny are anti-Cosmunists it ist impossible to say,

But, election figures show that certainly a big mejority cf the nonwPerty
workers are behind the “oviet regime. This was borme out by our personal
experience. We did meet tikw & couple of snti-Cosmunists, but a vest ma jority

of the people we talked to - walters, cabtmen, clerks, students, journslists -
though not members of the Party, were supperters of the nex order. Most of

thes apclogetically confessed, they could not spare «wough time ‘o become men-
bers. There was first an ardurcus yesr of probation, snd thus sn smouny of week1)
party work cne could frighten ordinery non-political individual. No member can
draw more than 225 roubles a month as salary. In accordance with this, Kalinen,
the Fresiden of the Union, Rykoff, the PM} and all the cther “comissars draw
cnly 225 roubles or fs.300/- a month when on the other hand, engineesring and
electrical experts get anything up to 800 roubles or Re.1,066/- a menth. Thus,
Farty membership is a distinct financial handicap and resembles rsther the numba
of religious crder then of political parties such as ths Sritish Labour Farty

or the Indian Nationsl -ongress.

The Oppositicn.

Cur stay in Moscow synchronized with the sessions of the Central Executive of
the Party. The oppoasition, whic his very ably led by Trotsky and Zinoviev, is
tatimated to number only 2 or 3% of the Farty, Houghly speaking, it may be said
that they are the most dogmatic and orthodox Communists, sdvocating immediate
State framing, eliminatiocn of nepmen, and more intensiwe propoganda for world
revclution.

What wae to us of most interest about the debates was that we ware able to resad
the verbatim in the Moscow Press. Svery word of the Minority was read by hundred:
of thousands of workers. The Government were called "petit-bourgeois,” "Eraitcms
of the class®. "their midorians” and the State Irade Union snd Farty papers all
published the remakks!

i1l it Leet?

When Lenin died, the imminent overthrow of the “oviet Government was confidently
predicted by sll those, who wish was i father to the thought. Even then, how-
ever, H.0. Wells wrotet "His desth will make only the smallest difference in the
destinies of Hussis. Lenin was never in reality s dictator. Rmmrkion Gﬂin i
definitive, directive and compelling. A score of Lenins aight die and “eseuniem
would g0 cn as though nothing had changed.™ Wells has ones mOTe proved s true
prophet. A score of lesser Lanins have since died, but their places have been
taken by younger men ~ less bitter snd militant perhsps, because they have not
been ground by the mills of Tsarism, - snd just as esrnest and enthusiastic.
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The “ussian Uovernaant is the only Government of s grest power which has ruled
without @ fall sines the and of the Yreat "ar. And the Russisns know the dangers
which the War holds in store for them. If there was one, they were asked to
convey to the British workers, it was their appesl to the British comrsdes mot
to allow the First “orkers “epublic tc be destroyed. For, & war means the end
of their hopes of building up & Scetalist State. Thery probatly have an exagg-
erated idea of the possibilities of thelir State being attscked by the Westem
Foders. But, their fear and destination of was is wise and sincere.

Today, the Scviet Union is stronger, more proppercus and more united than it
has ever beesn before. The industrial workers are sclidly behind the government.
The peasent and the intelligentsia are in x¥R¥¥ increasing nusbers rallying
around it. As I write, comes the news that the Soviets have gained a fresh ally.
The Orthodax Church, ml so long hostile and rebellicus, haw been granted s legal
existence and has in xwsioemy return, accepted soverignity of the Soviets. Thejr
revived Holy Synod has published a "call™ t¢ the clergy. "Remaining orthodex, we
feel it our duty to be loysl “ovietm citisens, not through fear, biit from the
bottom of our hesrts. Those who sre hostile to the Soviets, must have the
Church.™ The Church still has a huge amount of infinence with the peasants snd
this step will lead to more active support fcr the Soviets on their part.

Left to itself in peace, the Soviets still continue at its tremendous task of
Jocialist construction, and make the permanant contribution to the progress of
humanity. "There is no possible alternative government” . The #ussians wust
either proceed on "the Path to Ccmmunise™ or perish as an org.nic part of man-
kind. It is a huge social experiment. The jmimnex labarctery is cne=sixth of the
surface of the globe. The scientists are the most intelligemt and well-intention
in the world. Shall this great experiment be destroyed ?



