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October 31, 1973

General Seoretary's letter No. 313

Dear Priend,

By calling far a boyoott of her visit to Ahmedabad and creating camotion
at a public meeting addressed by her on 30th October, ‘r. oppoeition
parties have needlessly mrovided Mrs. Indira Gandhi with renewed opportunity
to malign the opposition amd to repeat her ridiculous excuse that progress
in India hagl been blocked by the opposition parties. If anmy one is respon-
sible for the tragic state of our country today it is nome else than

Mrs. Gandni and her Party. Mrs. Gandhi's vehemance is in direet proportion

e to her inability to govern the country.
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F‘.’ o We of the Bwatantra Party who have always sworn by constitutionalism and wvho
La;-,-{ fimly believe that every human beirg has tha right to express his or her

f 2 own opinions cannot support any activity designed to intimidate others, who-

nTonat.h.’ may be, fram expressing their views. Let us therefore leave her

Wnile I am sure that our units all over the country are fully amare of this
fundamental policy of cur Party, I thought I might write this letter so that
even when things get deaperate we do not forget our basic adherence to what
Voltaire once sald "I may not agree with you but I shall defend to the death
your right to dissgree with me."

We should taks particular eare t0 ensure that our Party amd its mambers do
not participate in actions such as the one witnessed in Ahmedabad and else-
whers. This does not mean that we should not demonstrate againet the
ruling party but we should refrain fram aetions such as disrupting thelr
meetings.
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members as passible in Your Btate.




