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national headquarters
sassoon building, 143, mahatma gandhi road, bombay 1
March 14, 1973

Dear Friend,

At its meeting in New Delhi on February 18, the National
Executive reviewed the Party's policy concerning elections at
the ground level such os block and panchayat eleotions and
considered matters concerning Party organisation,

Panchayot Elections

As far back as June 1965, the National Executive had given
ermission to Party Units to perticipate, if they so desired, in
ram panchayat elections on the Party's label. The meeting of

the Executive last month felt that it was now time to take a more
fpositiva decision.

. The Executive Las therefore called upon the Party's Units 4n |
the verious States and Regions to contest whenever and wherever
possible elections at the village panchayat, block, taluka and
municipal levels.

The primary reason for this decision, if I may explain, is the
realisation that if we are to succeed in elections at the Assembly
and the Parlizmentary levels we can do so only if we have a strong
base at the panchaeyat, taluka and $uﬂicigg} levels. What better
way can there be than to contest elections at these levels and in
the process build up the Party's machine which will stand us in good
stead during elections to the State Assembly and Parliament. Please
therefore give instructions to your units at the district and
taluka/asaembly levels to consider seriously the possibility of
contesting such elections as and when they occur.

Party Organisation

The Executive continued the discussion begun in Lucknow last
October to devise ways and means of strengthening the ‘structures
of Party organication. The President, Mr. Piloo Mody,had devised
a proforma to enable the National Headquarters to receive infor-
mation ond deal directly with District Units in so far as organi-
sational matters like enrolment data, distribution of literature
end news concerning Party sctivity, were concerned. This had
hecome necessery particularly because of the difficulties State
Offices were facing due to inadequate staff facilities. Due to
this, instructions and suggestions issued by the National Head-
quarters from time to time got held up at the State Office level
without percolating to the Party Units at the District and

Constituency levels.

This suggestion of the National Headquarters would :

reduce routine administrative burden so as
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