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Iwenty five years ago, when India won freedom, it cammitted itself to the
Perpetuation of Independence, so dearly won; to a demoer. tic system, and to
social justice of the type emunciated in the pre-amble of the Congtitution.
Let us see how each of these commitments has been kept.

TEMOCRACY

Wnile the facade of democracy has been retained, its substance has been
whittled away in the following ways :

1. Monolithic one-Pariy goverrment, in the Centre and in most Siates, due
to the peculiariirios of an electoral system, which allows a Party to win a
majority of seats, without a clear majority of popular votes.

2. In continuation of the above point, the rule of ome Party has been
perpetuated by its control over mass media, over political and econcmic
patronage arising from licensing. These advantages have been used, in
cambination with an unfair electoral system, either to prevent the formation
of altermative govermments, or to "topple" the few non-Congress govermments
which were able to min a majority in te States. The fall of the Orissa
coalition is a flagrant example of democracy subverted by the money and
manoeuvres of a dominant Party vhich camnot think of sharing power.
Democracy has been emasculated still further by te defiance of well establi-
shed democratic procedures and conventions: selection of Chief Hinisters by
the Prime Minister, instead of free election by the legislature Party; the
tendency 1o legislate by Ordinance on the eve of Parliamentary sessions
(vide, the Bank Nationalisation case, and the ratifipcation of the Simla
Treaty); the practice of _over-ruling a Parliamentary verdict by massing an
Ordinance (the Princes cage); the centralisation of all powers in the office
of the Prime Minister.

3. Democracy has also been ill-gerved by Opposition Parties — with a few
honourable exceptions. Wealmess in numbers is accentuated by diviesiong in
the Opposition ranks. Except, for the Swatantra Party, Opposition is hardly
worth the name, offering as it does, not an ideological polarisation, but &
campetition in umrarkable radicalism,

TFREEDOM

Proposition: the freedom won from the British, stands, today in danger of
being lost due to external alliances, and internal subversion.

1. The Indo—Soviet Treaty marks the culmiration of a protracted Vgall-out!
to Capmunism. In economics, this involved sacrificing India's forelgn- s
exchange earming capeoity to the rupee and switch trade with the mﬁﬂ;}, -
which has exploited such agreements to sell obsolete plant at momlliveu -
rrices. In exterml affairs, this commomic tie-up resulted in sate ftﬁwx‘n'jr
of the worst kind support of the Soviet Union even in its :Lmaaiomdolm:l}_~ I
and Czechoslovakia, which were condemned by the Cammmist Partiaa’ P
and Francd. The Indo-Soviet Treaty fomalises the aubserﬂemeA tn.; e

the Soviet Union, as its initiative in foreign poliu:rtﬁnmi; ﬂehgrnﬂ__,?f It ib
"joint conaulistions" hompering India's freedam Dfa?ﬂan‘in Bangla Desky 324
believed Tit this cliue deldyed India :f::tml:.tmw oty om terms which
sing responsible Tor the sumury signing Simia

eould haye been bettered.
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'.'l:a ays for the omoﬁﬁuh;
duties) and by restriction of ym
Toxes which act as disincentives on th

 savings and investment.

The common man is pmlisad by the growth of bmtnﬂw,
of the State Sector.

He is pennlised by poor living standards, and imadequate social o
KEY FIGURES: :

PR CAPITA INCOME: 543 pe year, as against 840 in \mﬂividad Tahmnl e
1245 in U.A.R,; 6908 in Japan, ,,\f;

SEIECTED INDICES BF CONSUMPTION:

Calorie Inteke: 1810 in India, as sgainst 2180 in Ceylon; 2299 mmww@
2760 in Mexico. i
Qloth Consumption: 14 metres par head, unchanged since 1951.

CARS: 1 for 1072 in India, as against 1 for 140 in Ceylon.

HOSPITAL EEDS: 1 for 1710 in India, as against 1 for 290 in Ceylon; 1 for 1@
in Israel.

Roads: 25 years after independence, 67% of villages remain isolated from main
roads. :

Housing: New units congiructed by govermment mmber 440,000 against an
estimated demand of 83.7 million |

This is India in the 25th year of Independence !
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