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£ the Central Farlismentary Roard held

e e 1969 a% 10 2:3

: i
the Vithalbthai Iatol Hwavan, New Delhii on Petryexy .2
at_the Vithslbnai Tatel Savay g How DeClpl

Present:

3 T r
Prof. N.G. Ranga — in the Cha bu‘q
smt. Gayatri Devi of Jaipur

I7. Iakshman Siughlof Dungarpur

}r., B.P. Singh ./

Mr. ipehyabhei V. Patel

Dr. R.C. Cooper

Mr. H.M. Patel "

Mr. N. Dandeker, ™

{. The Minutes of the meeting of the Central Parliamentary Board held in Few
. Delhi on Hovember 24, 1968 were confirmed.

&’ 2. hrising out of the liinutes

(a) The General Secretary reported that pursuant to the preference
indicated at the last meeting of the Board in regard to the
printing of the Party's symbol (on ballot pa;xars% against a grey
background, he had obtained from the Election Comission Specimen
ballot papers printed in that way. However, as he found the
result to be totally unsatisfactory he had rejected it a2nd decided
to make no change in the present packground of the symbol. The
Board approved.

(b) The Fresident reported that the Speaker of the Lok Sabha had not
replied to his communication conveying the Central FParliamentery
Board's conceran in regard to unruly scenss in Parliament.

Mr. Dahyabhai Patel who had similarly written to the Chairman of
the Hajya Sabhe on the subject also reported that there had been
no reply. This was noted,

‘\__ 3. Reviewing the Farty's performance in two by-elections

(a) The Board noted with satisiaction that, though unsuccessful, the
Party's candidate in the Ankleshwar Assembly by-election in
Gujarat, Mr. H.G. Patel, hd retained the substantial support he
had secured in the last General Zlections.

(b) The Beard while noting that in the Nagercoil Parliamentary by-
election Dr. Mathias had polled almost the Same number of votes
as in the General Elections which he had contested as the Party's
candidate, was of opinion that his contesting on this occasion as
au Independent (on the "Scales" symbol) had resulted in the Party's
losing an excellent opportunity to popularise the Party's symbol
and policies, In this connection, the General Secretary reported
on the circumstences leading to Dr. Mathias' contesting as an
Independent despite his own advice conveyed telegraphically
(after the failure of certain "united front" arrangements which
alone could have necessitated his stending as an Independent )

that Dr. S5 :
o me'ﬁ‘f‘-hlﬂb should contest as a Party candidste on the
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in the Mid-term elections in

i 'g performance
The Board reviewed the Party 's pe ik ‘arA Pagab?

the States of West Bengal, Bihar, Uttar Pra

(1) The Board congratulated the following successful candidates :

Bihar - Mr. Yashvant Kumar Choudhary = Talsingsarai
Mr. Shatrumardhan Shahi = I.auri;,:'a
Mr. Tej Narain Yadav ~ Bsheri

Mr. Baonu Pratap Singh - Ehnw?pur )

Mr, Munshi Ial Cham:r ~ Xarhal (r

Mr, A.G. HoskDoi -~ 3gdullanagar

lir. Ram Charan - Bah (R)

Mr. Ahmedullah Khan - Thakurdwara
Punjab: Sardar Basant Singh - Dakala

Tmo Bourd noted thati.the clecticn in the Lambi (R) Assembly Ccnsti?uency
where the Party had set up a candidate hal been postponed to.the first
week of March due to the death of one of the contesting candidates.

A tabulated statement of the Party's performance as compared to the
General Elections of 1967 was circulated to members (attached).

(2) As the Board felt it would be premature at this stage to make
a considered asseszment of the circumstances leading to the
disappointing performance of the Perty's candidates, it was
decided to undertake this at the next meeting of the Hational
Executive (1:0 be convened to discuss this and also general
organisational matters) after obtaining full data, reports
and comments from the concerned State Units of the Farty.

(3) Meanwhile

(a) The Board decided that the elected legislators of the Party
should in general support all efiorts to eatablish stable
Governments in Bihar, Uttar ITradesh and Punjab provided that
such governments did not include the SSP or the Communists,

If invited to join in a coalition government, the Party's
Groups should first obtain the approval of the Central Parlia-
mentary Board beiore responding to such invitations.

(b) The Board presumed that Shri Bhanu Pratap Singh would be
elected leader of the Swatantra l.L.As in Uttar Pradesh,
And as regards Bihar, the Board advised that Mr. Yashwant
Kumar Choudhary should be the leader of the Party's Group
in the State Assembly in view of his continued loyalty to
the Party through the years,

The General Secretary reported that in Haryana, one of the two Party M.L.As,
Mr. Faruin Singh, had defected and had subsequently sent in his letter of
resignation from the Farty. It was therefore proposed to expel him from
the ?nrty for gross indiseipline and disloyalty. In regard to the other
M.L.A., Mr. Joginder Singh, the General Secretary said that the position
was not clear and that there had been no communication from him, As a

matter of fact even the State Fresident Choudhary Hard
wari Ials
the dark about Mr, Joginder Singh's :lrrt:enticma.r:)r e
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The General Sccretary reported on the discussions held with the Jan &-;;I;P;h in
December and Jonuary. He said that the initiative had been .talcega byf ok o2
Maharaja of Dhrangadhra for the Swatentra Party and by 1:1_1-:—.' Ra jma 1;:: i
for the Jan Sangh. After pnarrating the developments during tl'le talks A
ended in complete failure, the General Secretary stated that in view ik 1n_‘;1-e
accurate press reports and undesirable speculations concerning the ta :, %
jssued a press statcment on 4th January 1969 putting the whole matter objec

ively and in proper focus, viz.

a, That the discussions were concerned primarily with evo:!.ving elf::toral
understandings between the two Parties in connection with the then
ensuing Mid-term EFlections in Biher and Uttar Pradesh;

b. That a further objective was to evolve, if possible, a working
arrangement wherety the Parliamcntary Groups of the two Parties
could henceforth sit together as one combined Opposition Group in
the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha;

c. That there was no question of any "merger" of the two Farties,
whether within or outside Parliament; and

d. That since the talke concerning electoral underséndings were
unsuccessful, all further discussion on other matters were dis-
continued because of the pre-occupition of all parties with the
mid-term elections.

In this connection the General Secretary drew the attention of the Board to
a letter from Mr. M.R. Masani dated 30th January 1969, recalling the past
experience of negotiating with the Jan Sangh and the decsion taken by the
Party's National Executive in Cochin in January 1968 that apert from under-
8tandings on &pecific matters like electoral adjustments, mutual support in
bicnnial elections to the Rajya Sabha and Vidhan Parishads, etec. the
Swatantra Party should no longer continue its efforts to seek a closer relat-
ionship with the Jan Sangh.

The General Scerctory then referred to certain stotements concerning national
integration made in @ long press interview by the head of the R,3.S., Hr, Gol-
w&_illm:;, wherein he had urged the need for all religious minorities to accept
Hinduism., He had also strcssed that the division of Hindu Society into four
ma jor c-:astes (vornas) was not by occupation or by thear qualities but by bhirth
resulting from their Kerma in their provious lives. This had nzurally pro- i
voked the wreth of all right thinking persons, parties and groups. The

gerslerul Secre-r;:.-x‘::r added thut since the Jan Sungh was the political arm of the
-5.5., these views of lir. Golwilkar were of great signifieconce,

Cr:: :: careful con.sideration of all aspects of the matter the Central Parlia-
Trnﬁ‘;y Bm.:d reiterated the Mational Executi-w™ decision (t2ken at Cochi.n
n January 1968) not to undertake any further negotiations with the Jan Songh

€xcept in regard to electoral adijus
. Justments and mutual s -
the Rajya Sabha and Vidhan Parishads, i

™ : !

Me;hzroirifugn_ i‘iECldGﬁ that in the light of past experience, the Party's

i inﬁliamcnt and Orfice bearers of the Party's Parliamentary Grou
olve themselves in any such negotiations without the piioro 7

approval of the Central Parliame
D) amentary B 3 a :
any press statements concerning thi?su‘gagzg; St g

The Board requested the General Secret:

to State Unj Iy to ecirculate ic i 51 g
e nits with @ suggestion that. sbioy this decision also

€ in their own Stotes in v too might usefully follow the seme
ates in regard to any negotiations at t}]i: Statgx ]_evzl -
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‘The Boerd reiterated its carlier dceision thnt

i i hen talke
The Business coming up before the Budget scesion of Pariiement was tho n

up for consideration.
(a) It was decided thzt the Party should oppose

£. the proposed Bill %o replace {the Borus Ordinance

b, the proposed Bill to replace the Custons Ordinance.

i, the Monopolits Bill should be treated on merits; and

ji. the previsions in the Compony Low faendment Fill %o cbolish
the Mauaging Amuncy systom should be opposed while those
relating to the cbolition of contribution to Political .
parties by Joint Stock Companics should be suppor.ed.

() In rugard to the Hotions of No—Confidence moved by the Comnunist
Parties and the 5.5,F., the Doard decided thet the Party should
not stand up in support of the motion at the time of its admiss-
ion und should also abstain when it was put to vote.

(c) The Board considered ur, C.C. Dusai's request for permission %o
move & Bill to amend clouse 334 of thoe Constitution sgecking to
extond the rewsarvotion of constituercies for Schedvled Castes and
Tribes for a furfher period of fifscen ycars beyond its present
date of expiry in January 1570. After considerable discussion,
the Centranl Poriiomenthry LFoard decided to refer the matter to
the Nationnl Erecutive and to the Perty's Members of Purliament.

Arising out of the Supramc Court's decisions setiing eside the election of
Mr. Monvthal sncrsey from the Banaskontha Parlismentary Jonstituency and of
Hr, Xanti Tras:d Yognik from the lMchsonn Assembly Consiituency (hotnh in
Gujarat), iir. H.M. Potel informed the Beord that the Gujarzt Zzecutiwve of tho
Tarty hod deeided to recommend Mr, 'nubthai amersey if he desirved to stond
again ns the Party's candidate; zhd thet in regird to the Mchsant Assembly
Constitucncy, the Gujorst Ixceutive recormended that Mr. Kanti Prasad Yagnik
Le naminated if he wished to contest, bubs subject to ascertaining the wishes
of the local porty crgonisation in the Constituency.

The Board.authorised the Gonercl Scerctary to approve the above recommendations
upon raceipt of definite proposals from the Stoid Unit,

'1‘1"10 Soard noted with regrot that the Boréy's member Mr. Raghubiiy Singh of
Bissuu hes resigned frow the Rajasthon Legislative Assembly without obtaining
the Party's permission to do so. The Board recomuended to the Notiom:l
Bxecutive that suitable disciplipary cetion be talken.

The meeting then terminaoted,



