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n building, 143, mahatma gandhi road, bombay 1.

June 27, 1972
General Secretaiy's Letter No.282
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Dear PFriend,
‘
As you are avare, ihe National Executive and the General
Council of the Syvatantra Party met in Madras on the 25rd, 24th and
25th of this month.

While I 5hall, in a few days, inform you in greater detail of
the various decigions teken in Madras and which call for action on our
part, I thought I should send you immediately the text of a
Statenent dealing with several important issues and the Party's
policies thereon which was unanimously approved by the Cenocral
Council.

Also enclosed are the iexts of eight resolutions which were also
adopted unanimously.

It is necessary lor us to give the Statement and the
Resolutions the widest poBsible publicity.

I would suggcut that you should kindly have them translated
in the language of your State, distributed to the Party's workers,
office bearers anc members of Committees &t the Primary, listrict
and State levels.,

Yours sainceroly,
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(Madhu Mehta)
Genernl Secreiary
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f‘or a clean and effective administration has an import:
,. play. Indeed it may be claimed thet it is today the or

future o.f.‘ the omtry but erp:wa
15 to counter these trends, proserve
* the prosperity of the people,

In such a situation, the Swatantra Party which a.Iqh#

tion party to the Covernment of tiit day. The Swatantra Party has

always fousht for the twin values of Liberty and Justice in the

interests of the whole country, with malice to none and reater umat
for those in need of it. 3 s i

While reiterating its belief in the validity of the principles

set out in the Statencnt of Policy of the Party of March 19, and 20, 1960,
which has besn furiver proved in the last decade, the Ceneral Council '

-- er the Party considers it necessary fo present & simple and stimulating

programme %o the people in terms of their righ{:a for which 11‘: will
dedicate itself,

1. RIGH! TO MAXTMUM ZLVUKNS 10 ALL AGRICULIURISTS s !

Peasant proprictors who form 49% of the population be uma
of economic holdings without uneconomic ceilings, reducing production
or the utility of their investment or without condemning them to &
permanently low living standard unrelnted to standard of living in

other sectors.

Lendleass lobour constitutin- 13 % of the population ehould
have priority for F.ll land made availsbhle by the otriect enforcement
of cconomic ceilin g and from vast arcas of cultivable waste land
like Chambal widich (rwemnent should develop and distribute without

further delay.

Penants conetituting 9% should be confirmed in the permanent

tenure of their land on fair rents withou
litication for rirhts which are of no real interest to them. !'o iﬁﬂ: 'EII’-

their assets, their tenancies should be made transferable by
or sale,

2. RICI'C 10 HCUSIIG :

The land vith Government should be survoyed and made am@'

-n_ most sconomic pattern of construction. ch,nnhl.?
: house construction. .Th!.rﬂly .ﬂ:ibti,wan s

for housing on

tanks may afvance loans freely lor
tenants may be nllowed to transfer their rights of tenancy, under
suitable saleguards. et
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i9ns of the people. For the largest
is in the rural sector, a Sianding

‘on minimum wares muct be created. For the e

e cleared of restrictive controls for expe
comected sectors of trade, transport and
_employment should be based on equality of wages :
ln public and privi.te sectors to ensure social justice and
full contribution by all workers. Labour should be served
of employment opporiunities. WP

4, RIGHT TO PLERTY, FAIR PRICES AND GOOD QUALILY

The congumer vho in a competitive free cconomy should be supreme
has been the forgotven factor in Indian cconomics and hes been sacrificed.
He will be served by the termination of inflation, corrupiion and the ;
maniplation by licences which the Congress Party hes tolerated for
political reasonc. ke
. D deute

5. _RIGHDS OF LABOUR : T e T

The Smatentra Partr ever since its inception has supported the ;
workers! right to organisc themselves and where necessary to strike ng
alco to be mssocisted with management. * The Party hes al=o sought to heln
in their emancipation from domination and exploitation by outside elcments
of a political nature. In so far as Government employees are concerned,
the Party stands for freedom for them to carry on their work without
interfersnce {i1om nolitical pressures. The General Council feels that
the Perty's call siven in its Statement of Policy of 1960 to its members
4o help workers in all possible ways for organising themselves has not
been adegquately responded to end it urses wembers of the Party to help
trade unions to establish and to grow, taking care to sec that theae
organisations are organised and controlled by the workers themaelves,

6. RIGETS OF MINCEITILS

In a multi-linguel and multi-reli;icus country like ours, mainte-
mance of equality before the low and the protection of the minorities is
a wajor task. The Party has pledged itsclf to cerry ont the provisions of
the Constitution ic- the protection of the rights and interests of
Muslims, Christians, 8ilkhs and other ninqritie.s end of those who ‘lpzi.'_. gae s
under economic and social hendiceps such as Harijeno,Adiyasis and otlier
Backwerd classes., There cannot be any guestion that the sm_:p_elq qi‘ g
nationnl intezrction demands thet there should be no feeling on the zart
of minority communities of a darzial oftfa.i_.r mpms:::amn__zp zhu | ¢ X

jces or of ecrvel opportunities in trads, comoe. ustry
:ﬁgﬁ desl in r:;;.;ard to admission to colleges and eldu_cgti'ml institut- R
ions, of faeililies fer ile development of iheir institutions, langusges
aud of some machinery for the redrese of their grievances. The Ganeral =
Council of the Puriy relterates 1vs concern in .this metter,




!Eh& Swatantra Party io strongly o;pgosed to p
wtme or otherwise, The Party stands for a so
:j’rj:tl stands for equality of opportunity and for the xe
workers' efficiency throush promotions and 1nureanad
job satisfaction. The Parly is strongly opposed Lo n
favouritism preached by those in power without conside

9. TASK OF ELUCLTION AND ADBITATION : s e -y

The Party feels thit the twe big
the education of its memhers and others
and dangers that face our country and
+to perfom this task. The second task is to guide
ticus of the people in agitutions for the relief of
grievances and Uhe achievement of their just object
the task of the Party and others to provide to variou suc'
guidance, help and lcadership againat injustice, corruption,
action and wrong doings on tie part of those in the ruling party
th*ough a series of effective agitations of this nature ihet
helplessness of the people can be ended and a spirit of ﬂsbistano_
meatures endangerging liberiy and justice can be genorated,




e

B‘nﬁnﬁm hr-ﬂy strangl :
Ruld:ug Congress in its bid

"'nnainmwmmm

: inpending legislation a

engineered by ‘ier party, sugpests -
The implication is that the legis t
thwaw_umnumging defections to the
defections from it thercafter.

The Bwatanira Party welcanos the decision of the Mg‘ﬁ Uni
organise an "Anti-Defection Week" at the hs!.‘:ﬁﬂ.ng' he lions
Secsion of the Oricsa Assembly through a series of mectings in
Bhubaneswar and in the constisuencies of the defectora.

The Swatentra Purty resolves thit other units will similarly device
non-violent measures to mobilise public opimion against this
pernicious political practice.

lloved by : Mrs. Lobo Prabhu - =
- /Seconded by v Mo H Betel s

Indo-Pakistan Sumit Talks

The Swatontra Farty welcomss the initistion of summit talks betweer e
lre, Indire Gondhi, Prime Minister of India and ifr. Z.A. Mﬁu, R v 112
Precident of Paldstan. It camonds to both lexders the urgency of ST
agreeing upon terms viilch will jwevent the eruption of a fourth yar '
totween the two neighbourin: cowniries therely ensuring durable peace

virich will emclude the interfercuce of global powers on the Indian
sub-continemnt.

Moved by :
Seconded by :

Plight of Harijans ond Adivasis

Fae recent spate of reparis on the 111 treatment and haerassment of \

herijens anl edivesis in varioue perte of the comiry are a m

cmn"uvy on the degree to vhich Canihiji's teachings :usp
forgosten by many of OuUr coOWliXymen. =

Despite puarantees in the Constitution and mﬁm{ﬂ .
ec‘ual giotus to our less fortunate brethern, e
cdivasis and other baclward ¢laapes continues to
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5.

Council of the Swatantre Party concurs with t
opinion in the cowntry thot the time has come
end overhoul of the clectoral system.

In the light of the whavpy experiomce of
o ihaoa She. Sials ARSORUANeR R ity

The shocldng use of money power and the black maney creates a
situation where én hfnest and poor man can haveno chance of ng
elected. The other deficiency is the unrejr . zentative character of

the legislatures viere ihe ruling porty which has got omly 43.02
the popular vote, has captured mere than 70. of the seats in the g SN
Lok Sabha. This not only distorts and vitiates the popular will, : e

but also males it possidble for etiempie to be mnde to destroy the
@astitution of our couniry; by those who remresent cnly a minority

of the electorate. Q

Amongz the solutions that cshould be considered to this problem is the
enployment of the Iist System, walch is ome of the forme of
Proportional Rebroseniction mractised in several democratic countricve,
According to the List Bysten, the vouer yoies for one or other politieal
party wiich has publisled a liot of it3 candidates in a certain order
of preference, This list may be one for the whole cowntry or one for
cach Btote.

Once polling is over, the mumber of vares cast for each politiesl
periy are counted and tobulnied and the seats in the legislature are
distributed in approsinaie rropartion to the mumber of votes cast,
thus resulting in the first of so many of each ligt being elected.

As grave doubts are prewvuiling in the minds of people about the
semiyeness of ballot ;ejerc that were used, it is necessary thEt
some uethod whereby voies ore punched is introduced so as 10 do avay
with the present syston of atamping of votes.

The Geneyal Coumeil gppoinis Mr. N. Dandelor and Mr. lanubhal Ameraey
t0 exomine vaeriocus meesures of clectornl reform and to presant ita
report to the next meeting of the General Council.

Tamil Madu Farmers Agitation
E:du Tarmers'
he Gencral Council cxtends iue support to the Tamil :
Agit tion for the implemewiation of their 12 Demends which smong nthnr
things include -
&) reduction in electricify charges for pumpeets,

and also

ith & {eultural tax
b) doing avay with the ircreaged agT X
vecently lovied by the DWML.E. on the basis of cropa.




&t ﬁm snnw time ;runising tom
~ step would cause to the private

Goverment cannot be \mawere of the cost to them
educational institutiown. This decision of '
clearly unfair and unjust and esigned to compel jrivate
educatiomal institutions to close down. 3 Y

Private educatioml institutions are mamaged by persons who have
besn motivated by no other object than the advancement of education
and with such assistance from voluntary crgenisations it would nover
l;_iv:hbe;n posgible for education to have spread as widely s it has
8 Btate.

m_.stﬂp now decided upen by Covernment to campel them to clous doym i
or iace finencial banimuptey is a display of unprecedonted ingratituds. 4

If education is to adyance and ad p
to be tried, it ic eagential private ed
cantime in thc inverss.s of sowul edu ' d
the intercets cf justice.Tiis Council expressss t‘hﬂ'
that the Goversuavnt of Kerala vill eyen at this laie s
its stepe and ollow eduertional institutions to charge fees that m
rocuonable and fair or clternatively to increase the grent to cover
the additiomzl loss caused by reduction in fees.

Moved by : Mr, A.J. Dominie

T« Threats to Press Froedom

J.he Gensral Courcil of the Swatantra P-riy notes with concern the 3
tiempt of the fuling Congrese and the U.M.E. in Tamil ¥adu in S
thrcatening and pre:‘urising the Proso into reporting news items s SR
only for building uy he imae of the suling parties 4t the Centre >
and the Siate, IO ‘iis sort of thing goes on unchecked, & tlie may I
come wien it will be riz¢e impossible for newsjepers to precont the ol
opposition point of view.

In this comtext, the Coneral Council condemng the recent attempt
in Madpss to Jestrov a locsl novspaper office by violent Mthog!l i
because it was olso reporting points of view shich were opposed 0
t o Sente Govermmert. fThe Generel Council is eirongly of the view
t this hobit of tlreatening mowsmpers end giving Government ot
.,:;VL.:. sigements oily to papors vhich sing the yraice of the Ruling e >
Pty will ultj_g ely cut at the wury rogt of a froe press and aawer!

this country iato a to“'a]it:'*iu.n Stade.

Moved by : Mr. V. Devansthan P
e



161l worlk mtiwly Zor the see "
ghare croppera and for the mamripﬁim mﬂ 21
siatutory minimum vage and reasomb

end for securing guiranteed floor j

for agricultural camodities.

Although the Swicntra Party holds that peasant ncamﬂnrqhi‘p Ly
the nost productive and the highest social form of relations between
man and land ond is pledged to resist all efforts to destray it,
the Party is not in principle opposed to meamures for the equitoble
redistribution of lang, end (subject always to full scope boing
available to modernisotion of agriculture) with a view to broadening
the basis of poosant proprietorship and giving stebility to our
rural life, mrovided alvmys thst no man ig deprived of his lend
except on payment of just und fair compensation. 'The wonderful
results achieved in the egricultwsal fields in Taiwen and Japan by
such measures .ficr Vorld War II have resulted in these countries
produeing the Lil_-;.‘lcr:.t yields yor acre of rice in tho world. Ihe
succens of Lhese susures was due to certain atte - edreuns tunce
The entire ope: bion yes carried out not in & opirit of viy o~
ness ar? habred but in o pragmtic attempt to reorder the rural
econamy, In other words this was achieved by reducing the pressurc
on land throush civersification ruther then bty expropriction.
Secondly, full caatenciion at market price was given to those
digpossessed of cirplus 1and with the intention that they ehould.

(a) invest it in rurel procecsirg industries spraad
throughout the countryaside thus scouring the
progress of agriculture itself nnd the growth
of rurcl employment nnd economy, and

(b) in ecaryrring through an intensive programe for
the reeliariion of larze areag that lie waste today -
rovire lande ond londs vhich have becaae imeulidy—
able lec-uge of salinity brought to surface owing
1o or Leeowvsne of poor drainage.

Tho Goneral Camell gejlores the current campaign of the CW
Camuist exis for lojering lend ceilings which werc fixed barely
e Jdacade spo, It is well lmoym thet of all classes of @ icm
the agriculturist is the most hated by the Morxist hmuie ﬂ'w
class of sccicty 5% nas in the wey of their establishing *bot«ai!:is
tarian dictatorsidy and dostroying what they descrile as the h‘i&.
institution of Tourceois democracy, it is the peasant. Indeed =
i1ipt ¢ of the Joha ashtra Government, M, AR
ch whan ha stated @

wag the then Iow ..
Antular, sao ot long ago confessed 2a mu
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