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November 22, 1971

Dear Friend,

We are enclosing herewith the text of the National Manifesto
adopted at the General Council, & copy of which has already
been forwarded to you. It is necessery for us to ensure that
this Manifesto is given wide publicity in connection “with
our election campaign.

We are hoping to print copies of the Manifesto in the language
of your State and we are therefore requesting you to kindly let
us have a verbatim translation of the Manifesto immediately.

Yours sincerely,

,'{.1[”?.‘1;1 ?’”{’A’
(Madpu Mehta)
Genersl Secraetary
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SWATANTRA  PARTY

ELECTION  MANIFESIO ( For the Assembly Elections in
several States in February 1972) Adopted at the
Meeting of the General Council in Baroda on Hovember 6, 1971
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Early this year, in the absence of a oredible alternative
programme presented by a wrangling "allience" of Opposition Parties
and with the haunting spectre of defections leading to unstable
Governmentsin the Staotes before them, the electorote voted Smi.Indirs
Gendhi's Party to power &t the Centre; end becouse of the simple
ma jority oystem, inspite of her Party receiving only 43 % of the wvotes
the Party secured 350 seats out of 521, giving it in its own right a
two-thirds majority.

¢ ind now, inevitably, with the feilure to evolve an effective
policy to implement their fraudulent promises the Ruling Congress is
compelled to search for :geapegoats.

The Constitution of India is the first casuelty. On the spacious
plea that the provisions of the Constitution came in the way of fulfill-
ing elecioral premises, the ruling Congress hae improperly utilised
its majority in Parliament to seek to enact the 24th Amendment to the
Constitution and also to introduce the 25th Amendment Bill by which all
fundapental rights and not only the right to property, can virtually
be abolished,

The Swatantro Porty rojects the contention thet the Constitution
stands in the way of economic and social progress by impeding the
implementation of the directive principles of State Policy. The Party ia
firmly of the view that the fundamental rights gu:rantecd/the poople /fto
of India by the Constitution of the country,not only do not in any
way obstruct the enactment of measures genuinely needad for achieving
gsociel and economic progress, but are essential for the preservetion
of democracy and, in perticular, for the protection of minority and
other weaker sections of the pecople from abuse of cuthority by the
Party in power,

The Party therefore considers it its duty to ask the psople of
India to reject cutright the 24th and 25th Amendments to the Constitution
as they violate the Constitution and the Rule of law, frustrete
democracy, jeopardise the freedom of person, religionm, education, Bsso-
ciation and speech and expose all property to expropriation, The
Swatantra Party pledges itself to rcsist these attempts to deprive
the citizen of his rights, liberties and freedoms.

‘Similarly, the proposed Press legisletion is a continuation
of the scme policy of the Ruling Congress Party to destrﬁy the
Fundamental Rights of our people. Under the pretext of "diffusing
ownership of the Press, the Government seeks to take power to nan;pulatq
shareholdings so as to ensure a dominant position for the Ruling artz
and for the Communists, fellow-travellers and opportunigs upon “hondIJt
relies {or support. The result will be the stifling of 211 independen

projection and critical interpretation of news and views.

The Swatentra Party will therefore give whole-hearted szzzgr:a
to the Press in its struggle to exist Bs o free institution so vi

; ssion -
democracy. Regarding freedom of specch end expre
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e &8 esgential for the very exictence of democracy, the Swatantre Part
e pledges itself to fight against this dangerous pieue of legislation {n
R it would fight for democracy itself, In this it is confident that

the Press will 2lso put up unremitting resistence, and in doing so,
make possible the continued cxistence of free institutions in this
country.

The decision to” import foreign films through State Trading
channels, the threat by the Minister of Foreign Trade to sot up a
panel to serccn imported boocks, journcle and megozines from the
ideologicel point of view end to edvise him on banning them, the
continued misuse by the ruliug party of All-India Radio and Television
for its own purposcs and the persistent refusnl to convert All-India
Rodio and TV into cutoncmous corpor:ctions are &ll cleer indications
of the Ruling Party's desirc to acquire a monopoly over cvery medium
of moss communicction in the country with the sole purpose of bringing
about a one-Party, onc-leader rule,

/ Meanwhile, the
1-' [Governmcnt has takcn hardly any effective steps to fight inflation, choci
the rising prices or to stimulate cconomic growth. Tho economy is todoy
stagnant; unemployment has not only recched massive proportions but
is continuing to increese; and the economic conditions of the poorer
scctions of tho country are worsening.

The country is being made to pay dearly for the unrealistic poli-
cies the Governmcnt hes adopted and pursues, and in perticular for the
way in which it is allowing its faith in the dominance of the public
gector and in widesprecad State contrel to outrun all discretion.

But wherc the State ought rightly to be functioning with imagination cnd
detarmination, it fumbles and falters, or is indiffercont and inofficiont.

Even after twenty-four years of Independence, the prople of Indio,
egpeciclly thosc living in ond around the mighty rivers of India, are
not safe from floods. Year aftor yesr, these cocuse extensive havoo,
rendering neople homeless end washing away wvalushle crops and cattle.
Likewise, vast arecas of the country arc ravaged by drought almost
every year, Yet, no long-term mezsures have beocn ovolved rnd vigor-

‘.f ously implemented for the provision and conservation of water ond for
its scientific utilisation end menagement., Thesec, however, nrao the
directions in which Government should find its proper function.

Therc is indced a vast sarca in vhich the Governmcnt cen play a
legitimate and vital role., It is, for oxample, cleerly for the State %o
underteke and provide adequete and efficiently functioning public utili-
ties such as roilways, electricity, roads and bridges, telophones and
telegraphic services cnd commnications genurally. It is the Governmont
egoin vhich cen and must teke effective measurcs for the protection and
conservation of the notural resources of the country ¢ undor this cate-
gory would comc octivities such asreafforestation of cctchment arocs of
rivers, efficicnt plenning and implementation of a variety of soll conoui-
vation measures, deepening of river beds, and similar measures all
designed to prevent floods from ever essuming destructive proporticns,
It is the Government alormg which can minimise the ovil cffocts of
droughts by taking stebs designed to cnsure thot rain wator is consery.
to the maximum oxtent possible so thet sub-soil water roservoirs orc

replenished.
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In a developing country, Government has an important role to
Play in the industrial sphere. This rola should Primerily be that of
2 helper and regulator but not a participant. The business of Govern-
ment is government and not business. There is a great deal that
Government can do in a developing country through the development of
Toads and other forms of communications, transport end cheap electric
Pover., Today these functions of government are being neglected while the
Government needlessly enters tae field of trade and msnufacture of uro-
ducte which ere not of mach significance to the life of the country:
While the Swatantra Perty has always believed in a mived e conomy where
thie Government and free enterprise would cooperate side by side on equal
and autonomous terms in the service of the community, it is of the vieu
that there should be no further wasteful investment of the taxpayers'
money in the governmental sector, which has feiled to function effec—
tively, until such time as it is able to give & reasonable return on the
people's hard earned savings.

The Government can again encourege and porticipate in research
on the scale and comprehensiveness necessary to enable the country to
keep pace with the technologicel development teking place all over the
world, end to sustain the industrial end agricultural progress &t a
satisfactory rate of growth.

Government cen also assume responsibility for helping the smell
farmer to secure the full benefits of the green revolution by providing
him with facilities for the intensive cultivetion of land in the forn
of water, fertiliser,seed, pesticides, tools, credit, improve technigues
and electric power and by providing reasoncble sapport prices calcu-
lated to give the farmer a fair mergin of profit,

Until 2ll these legitimate tesks have been satisfoctorily die-
charged, the Swatentre Party would depreccte all attempts to accele-
r2tc merely on ideclogical grounds, the pace of netionalisation and to
expand almostﬁdiscriminataly the public sector without proper regard to
menagement and efficiency considerctions, This would be inexcusable
both because past experience has amply proved thet it would involve
wasteful use of gcarce resources -- matorial, financial and human; and
also because it would retcrd the eccomplishment of basic end essential
tegks without which the country's progress can neither teke place nor
proceed at the pace needed,

For the satisfactory and efficient discharge of even the legiti-
mate tasks, the Government must have an administrative machinery with a
high degree of honesty, impartiality, ond of managerial and executive
compétence. It has unfortunately, to be recognised that our adninis-
trative machinery today is not of the requisite calibre, It should be
realised 8lso thet the administrative mechinery is inclusive of minie-
terst it is they indecd who set the tone of that machinery, how impar-
tial it is to be, how incorruptible it is, how independent it is, thot
is, how strictly it operates sccording to the princ%plea af‘tha rule
of the law. The need for puch emphasis on the quality of tqc odmini =
trative machinery arises from the fact that the edninistrative mgghi—
nery of the Stote, enjoying ell the powers of & monopolist, is nCEBG
subject even to such reguletions as the State mey imposae in the
of & private monopolist.

When the Swatentra Party wes formed in 1959 and Plg::glitseaiblc
principles snd policies before the paople it wes perséps :he CoﬁZress
to hope that the policies and measures being followe dhy e
Government might in course of time yield results, Tofaiéntism e
clear to the meancst intelligence that the policics o
inflation are ruinous end self-defeating.
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More then ever the Swotontrs Party is the

Principles and policies it hes stood for BVB: i:i:ia1izu¥iﬁ:§gtfg§tu:§°
e BOuné énd that only their adoption and determined pursuit would moke
L possible the specdy ochievezent of the legitimote objective of good 1ifc
- 3 for the common man in this country. While reaffirming its fcith in
p :hem, ;n@ withn:; inh:ny wey departing from its stond on any of the

.., Beveral iasues tha ve nct been specifically re petontys
-of‘iﬂqyf Perty restates below cortuing@nr& hﬁiic end i§m§d§:i§§3-22123:;; :gﬂ sl
these principles ond policies ¢

(1) The Porty holds thet the policies of Government should be founded
on faith in the people and not on State compulsion and the enceursgement
of hotred and conflict between classes, expropriction, repudiation of
obligations cnd the conferment of more and more povers on the officinls
of Government at the exponse of the freedom of the citizens,

(ii) The Party stands for every effort being mede to foster and
maintain spiritual values end preserve what is good in our meny-sided
cul ture ond tradition, and avoid the dominance of & purely materialist
philosophy of life having little or no reference to its content or
quelity.

(iii) The Party holds thot o scnse of stobility and incentive for
individual effort can be restored only by strict edherence te the
fundemental rights and guarcntees specified in the Constitution as origi-
nally adopted in respect of freedom of person and property, trade and
occupation, and just compensantion for any property compulsorily

acquired by the State for public purposes.

P

(iv) The Party holds thzt all policies should be discorded that lead
to excessive inflotion, high prices thct reduce the voalue of savings,
endowments and fixed incomes and lead to greater hardships for the
weaker sections.

(v) The Party holde that the paramount nced is for achieving higher
agricultural production and that this is best attained through the
self-employed peasant-proprietor who is intercsted in obtaining the
highest yield from his land. It holds that the level of life of the
Tural people should be improved by (n) assuring to the tenants and
share croppers gecurity of tonure and fair rents, {b) by effectively

L guaranteeing to landless lobourers & minimum wage, (8) by protecting
farmers from calemities not of their meking, through facilities for
insuring crop and cattle, end {d) by ensuring farmers through fair
support prices protection ngainst the effects of wide fluctuation of
prices. The Party is firmly opposed to any policy of monopoly
procurement or purchcse of agricultural commoditiocs,

(vi) The Porty holds that higher industriel production is possible
only by offering ecdequate incentives for higher production and exmmn-
sion inherent in competitive cnterprisu, with adequ. te safepuards for
the protection of labour and consumers agcinst profiteering where there
is no competition or where competition does nct secure the neceasary
corrective,

(vii) The Swetantra Party stands for a fair deal to lobour, both
industrial and agriculture, and would therefore urge the accepteonce of
a foir wage as & basic principle for ettaining o setisfactory wege
structure. Tho Swotantra Party bowever is c? the vicw thaot c?lloctivc
bergniming between enployers ond employcosrulthout Governmcnt's in;eru
forence is the only proper mcthod for solving labour and industr 2 5
dispuses. The Party holds z2lso thct since only in incrf%sigkgrgggert;y
an higher wages be possible, o wise labour policy wou.d R
:co 'HEt the necd for continuous increase in productivity is continu ¥
ha a

enphasised.



The Party workers will be oxpected to Promote the Porty!
1 t
on labour and mey provide active guidance to trade unions sg :Bpgiiuy
try and securc its acceptance by labour.

(viii) The Party etonds for the restriction of State enternrise to
guch heavy industry os orc ncoessery to supplement privote ahtarprisq
in that field, such national services &8s the roilways and the starting
of new enterprises vhich are difficult for private copital end initie-
tive to establish.

(ix) The Party stonds for the proservetion of the freedom of the small
and self-employed artisans, creftsmen and traders vho are in danger of
losing their occupational opportunities by remson of tHe volioy of
Statism., These persons perform inexpensively a groet,widespread and
esscntial function in our society, end their gradual extinction will

bc a national misfortune and add to our unemployment problem.

The Party is opposed to the Stote entering indiscriminately
the ficld of trade end disturbing free distrdbution, and introducing
controls and officicl manngement with all ite wastefulness and
inefficiency.

(x) The Party holds thoat toxation should be kept at such levels

es will not interfere with & reascneble living standard for the poople,
both rural and urban, and which while being nocessory cnd sufficiont
for the corrying on of administration and such social and econonic
scrvices og are tcken up by the State, is yet net so high as fo be
confisecotory or sc ubiquitous as to provent copital formotion and
private investment, It is theroforc opposed to o programme of dovelop-
ment based on crippling taxation, and abnormel deficit financing.

(i) The Swatantra Party holds that a clecn and good edministration
is the country's most vital need today. It mlso holds thot the

guality of the administrative machinery in regard to incorruptibility
and imperticlity is detormincd cssentially by the standords set in these
ragpects by the ministers, by those who conatitute Government. It

hopes that with the early estoblishment of the Lokpal and Lokayukt machi-
nery, there will be morked improvemeont at 21l levels ineluding in
particular the highest. Thon sclonoc cen there be justification for the
ptople to hope for cn efficiont end honcst administration ot cll leveols
thot metter, namely, the wvillege, the teoluke or the tehsil, the district
and the States,

The Swatantro Party holds thot whatover other stops moy be tckon
to roise the stendard of administration, so long as controls are not
reduced to an cbeolute minimum, end the prescnt system of permits &nd
liconees is not discontinued, it will he/possible to make any dent on
the extent to which corruption pormectes the administrative machinery
at the Centre and ot the State level todey.

In effect, thus, the Suatantra Party offors to the electorate
a constructive approach for the solution of the country's manifold ;
problems, based on restraincd cnd enlightencd self-interest at the indi-
vidual level, and & service purpose 2t the Stﬂt? level dCSigned to
build secure foundations for progress in all fields, 4ll in all, ih?
Swatantro Party would scek to restore in the body politic the Gandhiszn
principle of giving first priority to the rgle of Dharme as the truo
basis for enduring morel Progress and material prosperity.

The State Units, which are feced with & Gencral Election in
Februo “nuxt =ill no doubt drew up thoir own respective election
;;ﬁ§2;§{0c5 olth due regard to the special problems of their regpectivo
gt;tes enuncioted in the preceding paragraphs.
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