Enclosed please find ==

(2) Copy of a Pross Statement issued by me,

Will you please ensure that for the next six
nade at your State, district and Primary leve
opinion against the 24th Constitution &
3 Lhat the main objective of the whole exerci:
4 Bill does not get the requisite majority at - :

legislature. p ' o

This objective should be achieved in the following menner--

(1) For the next six weeks, a full-time Worker should go around
your Stote creating the necessary atmosphere agoinat the e
Bill basgsed on the att.ched Talking Points.

(i1) Leading members of our Party end active workers should meet ALy
| leadors of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Dackward Clasaes,
st Muslims, Christicns and other religious minorities. They

' should urge upon tilese leaders to oppose this Bill and prevent
it from being pasced at the State legislature level.

(iii) Porty leaders should meet MLAs of 211 politicel perties to
U secure the seme objective. -,

(iv)  Press publicity should be erranged through stutcments, reports
of meetings, letters to editors and articles bascd on the
f Telking Points,

(v) Public weetings should be arrsnged wherever possible throughout
the Stzte, not necesscrily on & grznd scale but on a smaller
scale to save cost. At such meetings, it should be ensured
that the audience principally consists of representetives of
relizious minorities, and backwcrd classes.

(vi) You should ask the Youth Wing in your State to help 80 that
they can activise their members for this purpose.

(vii) An ernegt effort must be mde to hold a nm—?iar‘? conference
consisting of eminent leaders of kuslims, Chris e “ml .
Classes, Schednled Castes, Scheduled Tribes 38:-‘;&&“ D A
nent intellectrels like college principals and el
dcilies end journals, leading lawyers and other ;TOLRBEL
people to mobilise opposition to the Bﬂ1.-h o

§14 should seck the cooperetion of 211 other epocre %

Crids Y;:pc‘;al‘io&on parties in an effort to hold an 2ll- Party

.






FOR F.VOUR OF PUBLIC.TION

August 2, 1971

Dr, R. C. Cooper, ieneral Secrctury, Swotantra Pa has is
a - issued
the following Statement to tie Prea; t i,

" It now seens certain ihat thelConbtitution 24th Amendment H1l, which
geelks to provide, by amendment of Article 368, that the Porliament can
amen’ the Fundamental Rights enshrined in the Constitution, wdll be
sarried through the Parliament with steam-roller majority.

Surprigingly, most political parties who claim to gtand for protecting
the intereste of the Scheduled Tribep, Scheduled Castes and Minorities,
: are vainteining an almost ominous silence over the measure fraught
k-# vith grave conseguences.

As aptly pointed out by Ifr. Motilal Nehyu in 1928, "It is obvious that
our first care should be to have our furdamental rights guaranteed in

a mamer vwhich will not permit their withdrewal under any circumstancon,
Another reagon why greut imporiance attaches to & declaretion of

rights is the unfortunaie existence of comrnnal differences in the
couniry. Certain galeguards are necessary to create and egtablipgh a
senge of security amonz those whe look upon cach other with dlatrust
and guspicion. We aould not better cecure the full enjoyment of
religious and communal rights to all camunities than by including

them among the besic principles of the Constitution.

The minorities in this country depend on the Fundamental Rights for
their security. It was not an accident that the Sub-Comnittee on
Minorities ereated by the Constituent Acoembly, before expreseing its
oym views, gave careful considerstion to the findings of the Funda-
mental Rights Sub-Committee. A pledge to the minorities implicit in
the Pundamental Rights cannot be withdrawn in the name of theé gupremacy
of Parliament'.

&

Since the politicians have obviously failed in their duty towards the
Iinorities and other weakter pections of the Society, it is for the
people.themselves 0 safeguard their own interest. Even thowh the
24th Amendment Eill may be passed through the Parliament in indecent
haste, the people of India will have one more opporfunity to save ‘t'.!:c
the situation if they will. The Bill has to be approved by atleast
50 per cent of the Slate Legislatwres. The Fundamental Rights Pront
undor the Presidentship of ir. K. Subbg Rao, Ex Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court, and leaders of the Scheduled c‘lasﬂia, S&e:ulaio'rriboa
ar £ inoritiea would do well to use all thelr energies
in?:as-ztlhtlz;eﬁnfoucwers to see th -t this does not go by default merely

through ignorance, "
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Mot to be published Executive Secretary



In your campoign for this purpese, i
neniioned above, meke use of the following quotations 2

-

~ power of I -liament to

seems tlat ¢

REETTY

Porty affil ations to su

In view of he mbove, it now seems almos: certain *
tution 24t Amendment Bill will be passed by
roller majority., ‘ ' het 2

It is essential however that before this Bill can |-
the President of Indie and becomes law of the land,
of the State legislatures of the country must pase rusc
iins this Amendment. ' ot ot

The greatest adverse effect of the Consiitution 24th Amendment Ef11 =
vill be on the weaker sections of the community particularly the
Kusling, Christimna, Scheduled Cestes and Tribes and other backwnrd
clagses. The Constitution, at nresent, gives protoction te theso
weaker sections of society end to religious minoritiee in weirious =
forms. Once the bill is pessec, the present Forliament or any emhes~
quent Perliiment cen make amendments to the Conetf lulfor “L.o..uy 811
or most of the eafeguards rotecting minorities and the backward
classes may be abolished thus aggravating their pl_ tt furfher.

It is surprising that most peliticsl parties who claim tc stend for

protecting t.e interests of the Scheduled Tribes, Scheduled Custes,
other backwi.rd classes and religious minorities arc iainucining
complete pilance over this measure which is frouchs vith the gravess
consegquences. L

It is therofore most essential for the Swatcntra Poity, althoush I‘E
mey be in & minority, to come forwsrd immediztoly in 2 big way @ 5.
cductte the Muslims, Christions, other religicus miisrities, dchads lt-%
Castes, and Tribes and other backwerd classes of th. wocioly “‘.‘*“i"‘*;.
the dangers of this Consti tution Amencment DBill and o organiss %hﬁn

to secure country-wide opposition to the passing of .his Bill. -
this is done in a systematic menner, i% would be porsible to of
country-wide opposition to the proposed Amendment Bill whezeliy 1 .
=il f2il to obtzin tae essent of 50 7% or more of tha State Legls: .

you can § bosides whet has heem

shonld be to havz aur
mennor which will no% persit
Arother reoason why

"I+ ig obvicus that our first caze
fundamcental rizhts guam.nteed in &
their withdravwal under any ciroums_tances... D {rhbn ts Tt et
great importances attiches to a8 &oﬂmticlf.i ir i_;hﬂ Emﬁ'

unfortunatec existence of ¢ diffar scus 1 S :



"!!‘l:e minorities in this eounﬁ::g

. Rights for their security. I
Sub-Committce on Minoritics
bly, before expressing its own v
deration to the findings of the
The Indian National Congress, the

ahaﬂea anﬁ the x'aligima minariti.em

to be no‘b only dasimh 1 ]

tion of the rights of ti _hi;nmzi.ti.aa and for infusing

cnnﬁ.danca in 'the majority emhunity_ A pledge to the :
n the Eund.mahﬁalim.s_utn cannot be ¥

(Frank Anthony, MP, in the last Loﬁ*sﬁm KIS
while speaking on Mr. Nath Pai's Bill),




