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The tion in the Indian Parliament is
a divided and splintered one, incapable—
as the recent debate on s motion of no-
confidence showed—of chlllenlint;h:he Gov=
ernment effectively. What are factors
that have led to tl‘:’e gituation, and how can
they be removed?

OUTMODED ELECTORAL SYSTEM

There are two basic reasons for the
imbalance in our fu.rty system today. The
first is the existence of half-a-dozen
opposition parties instead of just one or, st
the most, two. This would not have been
& very gerious -handicap but for the fact
that, alongside of this party structure, we
have an electoral system that does not go
with jt. Most democratic and progressive
countries of the world have one or another
form of Proportional Representation which
ensures that, even with half a dozen ies
in the field, Parliament reflects fairly the
strength of the different trends of thought
in the country., Since, under such condi-
tions, no one party normally gets a clear
majority, a coalition government is formed
after the elections, which has the support
of a clear majority of the electorate and in
consequence of Parliament,

Unfortunately, although ours is a
modern Constitution, it has adopted an
archaic system of election from the British.
The British system of a single member
constituency resulting in the election of the
candidate who fs “firsy past the post," even
though he may have a minority of votes,
ocs wel]l with a two-party system, but in
ndia it results in a veritable travesty of
democracy.

Our present Lok Sabha, where the
Congress Party. which polled 44.72 per cent
of the votes cast in 1962, possesses no less
than 72 per cent of the seats, is a gross dis-
tortion of the people’s will. The opposition
parties, which between them polled more
voles than the Congress Party, are all
grossly unrepresented and the fact that
thef' have more than half the people of
India behind them is constantly overlooked
in the ordering of business and the conduct
of the proceedings of Parliament. The
shocking and ugly scenes in which members
of the communist parties and the SSP
recently participated were partly a reflec-
tion of the impotent rage to which some
people are reduced in consequence.

NEED OF A SECOND PARTY

The solution, if Indian democracy is to
survive, is for a Second Party to be thrown
up which can offer an Alternative Govern-
ment to the country. Today, however, such
an effective choice for the electorate is
lacking, with the result that large numbers
of people who dislike the Congress Party
and understood its responsibility for the
mess in which the country finds itself are
still prepared to vote for Congress candi-
dates in a mood of utter resignation. Has
our young democracy got the capacity to
throw up such a Second Party as iz needed
in the immediate future?

Such a party should have two basic
qualifications : first, that it is a National
Democratic Party, that is wedded to
democratic processes, and that its motiva-
tions are not dictated from abroad, The
second, that it has the capability in time
to replace the ruling party.

Judged by this test, the two commu
parties must first eliminated becants;et
one of them is a fifth column of Peking
and the other of Moscow, Their extra-
territorial loyalties and their adherence to
the cult of dictatorship and refusal 1o
accept a plurality of parties wherever they
yAre in power rule them out of the race, Of

® other opposition parties, the only one
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of the electorate? Those who hoped for the
support of big business have been disap-
pointed. Big business has too much to lose:
it is quite happy under a system which de-
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lenty. But the interests of all
:nm:r*:hgmvlhuuld lead them to support
the Swatantra policy, and now that the
pleasing illusions of the past have been dis-
pelled, there ought to be a chance for rea-
son to prevail”

SWATANTRA OBJECTIVES

In this context, the objectives of the
Swatantra Party for the general elections
of February 1967 are to deny the Congress
Party a continuing monopoly of power at
the centre based, as at present, on a bogus
majority and to at least a couple of
states. It may be conceded that these are
ambitious objectives, Our answer is that,
as has been well said, “It is not failure but
low aim that is a crime.” These objectives
are eminently capable of fulfilment given
efficient organisation, good candidates and
adequate resources. None of these condi-
tions are at present adequately available
and the challenge that the party and its
supporters have to face is to produce them
in the next four months,

At present, the party has only nomi-
nated some G5 prospective candidates for
Parliament throughout the country. This
number will have to be multiplied many
times over by the end of the year. It is
in this spirit and as an act of faith that
Rajaji recently made his appeal in the
following terms:

* “I smell the coming upsurge against the
Congress Party as one smells a coming
storm and rain.......The main difficulty is
that the Congress has infinite cash as against
its opponents. I appeal therefore for offers
from good and qualified men to sland as
candidates for Parliament on the Swatantra
ticket who are able to meet their own elec-
tion expenses. © We are considering a plan
under which we throw all cautlon to the
winds and set up our candidates in thres
to four hundred Parliamentary constituenciea
and have it out with the Congress"

It is more than likely that there are
a large number of good men and women
in. fundamental agreement with the Swa-
tantra Party's policies who are not today
on its membership rolls. This may be
particularly true of the kind of young and
dynamic men and women whom a party
of modern, twentieth century thought like
ours should be able to rally ‘to its ranks.

ROOM FOR HONEST CITIZEN

The Swatantra Party, as Rajaji has so
often said, wants to see the present Gov-
ermnment replaced by a good and efficient
government in which the Swatantra Party
would be prepared to play its part, but
which it would have no desire.to mono-
polise. There should be room in such a
government, if we can achieve it, not only
for members of various political parties,
but also for good citizens outside the field
of party politics, whether in the ranks of
the professions, business, labour, the
Peasantry or sarvodaya,

1t is in the pursuit of these objectives
that the Swatantra Party has been trying,
in a single-minded manner, to achieve
electoral understandings or arrangements
with other non-communist parties. ‘This
has nothing to do with ideolo , but iz an
attempt at removing the ﬁtonicﬂ in
Popular representation which is to be found
in the present Lok Sabha and many State
Assemblies. No question of an alliance is
m\._rclvzd dn  suc understandings. The
Swatantra Party will fight the elections
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