SWATANTRA PARTY

CONSTITUTION
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SWATANTRA PARTY

CONSTITUTION

1. NAME
The name of the Party shall be the Swatantra Party,

2. OBJECTIVE

The Objective of the Party shall be to further and
endeavour ta put into effect the principles adopted
by the Party’s Preparatory Convention in Bombay on
August 1 and 2. 1959, and such policies and -
granunes as the Party may from time to tme pt
in furtherance of thase principles.

3. HEADQUARTERS

The Natioual Headquarters of the Party shall bhe
located at such place as may be decided by the
General Council. The Headquarters of the Party in
each State or Region shall be located at such place
as may be decided by the State or Regional Couneil,

4, MEMBERSHIP

() Ewery person abave the age of 18 who subscribes
in writing to the principles of the Party, pays the
prescri fee and expresses his readiness to
work for the Party will be eligible to be a Member
of the Party; provided that he/she is not a mem-
ber of anv other political party. If he/she is a
member of any other political party, he/she shall

resign his/her membership of that party and this
faet must be declared in o manner prescribed By
the Party.

(] Work for the Party may be any of the following
activities:

(i)

(in

(i)

Enrolling new memilrs,

Campaigning for the Party;

Attending to public grcvances on belall
of the Party and securing their redress;
Functioning, when called upan, as prospec-

tive candidate of the Party to an elective
public body;

(iv)

{v) Collection of funds;
(vi} Avceptance of execotive responsibilities in
the Party;
(vii) Preparation of literature; )
(wviii) Distribution of Hierature;
(ix) Organisation of study circles and meetings;
(x) Helping to run Party Offices:

(xi)

{e) The State/Regional Executive Committee shall
be tompetent to frame rules in this hehalf.

Any other approved activity,




i —

(d) Decisions in regard to the enrolment of members
shall be taken by the District Unit. Where there
are no district units, decisions shall be taken by

the State

Executive or any other body

designated by it {or the purpose; provided that:
{i) a District Unit may suspend a member of the

(i

—

Puguin the district concerned if in the view
of District Unit, such a member's con-
tinuance in the Party is not considered to
be in the interests of the Party. The District
Unit concerned shall then report the suspen-
sion to the State/Regional Committee. 1f
after due consideration, the State/Regional
Committee desires to either confirm the sus-
peusion or recommend his/ler expulsion, it
shall make an appropdate recommendation
to the National Exceutive,

A member agerieved by such a decision of
the Distriet Unit may appeal 1o the State/
Regional Unit and if aggrieved by the deci-
sion of the State/Regional Unit, he/she shall
have the right of appeal to the National
Executive.

Any State/Regional Committee may on its
own initiative, suspend ar recommend to the
Nalional Executive the expulsion of any
member of the Party in the State/Region
concerned if, in the view of the State/Re-
gional Committee such a members con-
tinuance in the Party is not considered to be
in the Party's interest. A member aggrieved

by such a decision shall have the gt to
appeal to the National Excentive.

{iii) The National Executive nay on the rocom-
‘mendation

ion of the State/Regional Unit or on
its own initiative suspend or expel any
member of the Party whose cantinianes 3¢
member is not considend to be in the inte
sest of the Party.

5. SUBSCRIPTION

(a) Every member of the Party shall pay o subserip-
tion of Re. L~ per year. A wicrder can pay s/ ber
subscription for as many years as he/she desires.
Anyone who pays Iis/her subscription al o time
for a period of twenly years or mone shall e
decmed to be a mamber of the Party fur life,

{b) A member of the Party will contimne as such, as
fong as heshe pavs his/ior swbsordptiun, Each
member of the Party will be iswed a Party Card

preferably in his/her regional language), The

Cards will be issued by the National Headquarters

of the Party. Renewal of membership shall be

done in such manner as may be preseribed by the

National Execulive,

{e) Only members whose membership is current on
the date of the election shall have the right ta
vote in Party elections or to serve as Office Boarers
or as members of elective commitices.

{d) The membership subseription shall he divided



manner:
Primary Unit : 0%
District Unit e DS
State/Regional Unit i 108
National H it %

(e¢) Every Unit shall maintain appropriate acenunts

of the receipts and expenditure which shall be
available for audit,

8. PRIMARY UNIT

{a) A Primary Unit of the l’u-ty shall be formed in
respect of Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency in the St:te or Region. Provided that the
Executive Committee of the State or Region may
for more effective and convenient organising of
the Party's work, authorise the formation of a
Primary Unit for an area comprising more than
one Legislative Assembly Constituency or for an
area smaller than o Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency.

Every such Primary Unit shall elect a Primary
Unit Committee provided there are not less than
50 members enrolled in that Primary Unit; and
provided that these 50 members are spread over
at least one-third of the number of polling stations
in the area of the primary unit concerned.

(b

et

{c

—

Such of those members who represent the
Primary Unit on the District Committee but are
not members of the Primary Committee concerned

7. DISTRICT COMMITTEE

(a) For every Revenue District of the State, there
shall be a District Committee constituted of such
number as may be preseribed by the Executive
Committee of the State or Region. Provided how-
ever that the Executive Committeo of the State
or Hegion may, for more efficient and convenlent
discharge of the Party's work, designate a Lok
Sabha constituency as a “district™ for this purpose;
and provided further that there are at least two
Primary Units in the District concemed,

() Such a District Committee shall be clected by
the clected members of the Primary Unit Come
mittee of that District by Szpuﬂimul resen.
tation as set out in Appen annexed hereta,

(e¢) Each District Committee shall elect a Presicont,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,
onc or more Joint Secretaries and one or more
Treasurers. O

(d) Presidents and Secretaries of Primary Units in
that district shall be er-officio members of the
District Committee with the right to vote.

(e) Such of those members who represent the Districl
Unit on the State/Regional Council but are not
members of the Distriet Committee concemed
shall be invited to meetings of the District Com-



in the District.

8. STATE OR REGIONAL COUNCIL

{a) For every State or any part thereofl which
be recognised by the General Council to 'h':')l’
region for this purpose, there shall be a State
or Regional Council.

(b} Every such State or Hegional Council shall be
coustituted of such number as may be preseribed
from Ume to time by the National Executive,
Such a State or Regional Council shall be elected
by the elected members of all the District Com-
mittees in the State or Region by the method of
proportional representation as set out in Appendix
A annexed hereto.

Each State or Regional Council shall elect an
Executive Committee consisting of a President,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,

—

{c

Members of the State Legishitive Asembly
and State Legislative Council and Presidents
of District Committees shall be invited 10
mectings of the Stale or Regional Coungil,
if they are not already members thercol,
They shall have the right to participate in
the discussions of such mectings, but net (o
vole.

(ii) Leaders. Deputy Leaders and Chiofl Whips
of the Party's Growps in the State Legisla-
turcs shall be invited to mectings of the
State/Regional Executive Committee con-
cemed, to participate in the discussions at
such meetings but not to vate,

(iii) Such of those members who represent the
State/Regional Unit on the General Council
but are not members of the State Regional
Council concerned, shall be invited to meet-
ings of the State/Negional Council. They
shall have the right to participate in the dis-
cussions but not the right lo vote,

(iv) Past Presidents of State/Regional Units shall
be full members of the State/Regional
Council.

one or more Joint Secretaries, one or more 9 GENERAL COUNCIL

Treasurers, and not less than 10 and not more
than 20 other members.

(a) There shall be a General Council of the Party

consisting of not more than 230 persons.



(b) The General Council shall be constituted of not
less than 3 and not more than 20 from each State
or Region as the case may be.

(¢} The number allotted to each State or Regional
Unit between the minimum and the maximum
mentioned in sub-clause (b) shall be determined
in proportion to the number of members enrolled
in the State or Region.

(d) The members of the General Council allotted to
a State or Region shall be eleeted by the appro-
priate State ur Regional Council by proportional
representation as sct out in Appendix A annexed
hereto.

(e) (i) Swatantra Party Members of Parliament, the

Presidents and General Sceretaries of State/
Regional Units and Leaders, Deputy Leaders
and Chief Whips of the Party’s Croups in
the various State Assemblies and Councils
shall be invited to meetings of the General
Council if they are not already members
thereof. They shall have the right to partici-
pate in the discussions at such meetings but
not to vote.

Past presidents of the Party shall be full
members of the General Couneil,

(ii)

10. QUORUM

The Quorum at nll meetings of all elective bodies
from the Primary Unit level upto the National level

shall be one-seventh of the total strength of ulm hul,«
or five, whichever is higher,

11, ABSENCE FROM MEETINGS

Cflice Bearers and members of oll elective bodies
from the Primary level upto the Nalional level wha
absent themselves from three consecutive meetings of
their respective committees and councils without leave
of alée:u shall be deemed to have vacated their seats
or offices,

12. NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

() The General Counctl shall eleet the National
Exventive of the Party.

{b) The Nuational Exccutive shall consist of a Presi-
dent, one or more Vice-Uresidents. a General
Secretary, one or more Joint Sccrotaries, one or
more Treasurers and not less than 10 and not
wore than 20 members.

The election of Olfice Bearers and members of the
National Executive shall take pluce at & mecting
of the General Council and, i l["‘““‘hh’- such

meeting may be held on the eve of the Nalioa
Convention.

—

(e

—

{d) The National Exeeutive shall b competent and

shall have the power:

(1) to take all such actions and declsions and
to do all such things and acts as it may con-
sider necessary or desirnble in furtherance
of the Party's objective; amd



{ii) to raise funds, collect subscriptions and to
borrow moneys for the purpose.

;la.ntmoumnum
(a) There shall be set up one or mare Election

Tribunals for oue or more States or Regions, con-
stituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct after
consultations with the Excentive Committees of
the States or the Negions concerned. All disputes
relating to all elections at the Primary or District
Unit level, or cvoncerning elections from the
District level 1o the State levels shall be
referred by the President of the State/Regional
Unit to the State Election Tribunal concerned for
decision. Appeals from the decisions of the State
Election Tribunals shall lie (within one month
from the date thereof) to the National Election
Tribunal whose decision shall be final.

{b) There shall be set up a National Election Tribunal

constituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct. All
disputes relating to all elections at the National
level or conceming elections from the State or
Regional level to the National level shall be
referred by the General Secrctary of the Party
(at the National Headquarters) to the National
Election Tribunal for decision. Appeals from the
decisions of the National Election Tribunal shall
lie (within one month from the date thereof) to

(¢) Notwithstanding anything

(d)

14,

mnmamummmulh

to the con-
tained in sub-clauses (n) and (b) above, the
General Seeretary of the Panty at the National
Headaquarters may, at any time after making such
Inquiry as may be possible in the circumstances,
direct that pending the reference of an eleetion
dispute to the State Election Tribunal or, as the
case may be, (o the National Election Tribunal
the results of the disputed election shall not Ix
operative and shall have no effeet until the deter-
mination of the dispute by the Election Tribunal.

Members of the Party are prohibited from taking
election dispules inte Courts of Law and the
decision of the National Election Tribunal or, s
g:m may be, of the National Executive shall

CO-OPTIONS

(a) The General Council shall be entitled to co-opt

members who shall not be more than one-tenth
of the number of its elected members.

(b) The President shall, for giving representation to
unrepresented

(e)

Sialn or Regions or for other
reasons, have the power to nominate not more
than 7 members to the General Council.

The State or Regional Councils shall be entitled

to co-opt a number of members not more thun
one-tenth of the number of their elected members.



(d) A State or Regional Council shall have the power
to authorise a District or Primary Unit Committee
to co-opt members in number not more than

one-
tenth of the number of elected members of such
bodies.

15. PARTY ELECTIONS

{a) The fint elections to the Primary Unit Com-
mittees, District Committees, State or

shall be held by the end of every alternate year.
8 ey ool e s
or more one without approval o
the General Q:q.lne{{w i

(b) Workers and Life Workers duly enrolled by
July 31, 1964, and Life Members enrolled on or
before December 31, 1963, will be entitled to
vate in the first elections to the bodies referred
to in sub-clause (a).

(c) The elections to the State and Regional Executive
Committees and the National Executive shall be
held as soon as practicable after the elections to
the Committees and Councils are held as pro-
vided in sub-clause (a).

(d) The procedure for the conduct of Party elections
shall be such as may be preseribed by the National
Executive from time to time.

18. NATIONAL CONVENTION

(a) The National Convention of the Party shall be
held at least once every two years,

b} The Convention shall be coustituted of delogates_

elected on the basis of direct election by Mem.

bers of the Party in such manner as may be
prescribed by the National Executive,

(e) The appropriate strength of delegates from each
State shall be determined by the National
Executive.

17. STATE OR REGIONAL CONVENTION

{a) Every State or Region as the case may be shall
hold a Convention of the Party at least once in
two years for making recommendations in regard
to the policy of the Party and for deciding policy
in respect of matters relating to the State or the
Region concemed.

(b) Delegates to such Convention shall be elected on
the basis of direct election by Members in the
State or Region in such manner as may be pre-
scribed by the Executive Committee of the State
or Region.

18. RULES

{a) The General Council shall have the power to
prescribe by rules and directions such matters ns
are herein provided to be so proseribed and such
other matters which may be necessary for or
incidental to carrying out the objects of the Party.

(b) Subject to the rule making powers of the General
Council, the National Executive shall have the

-
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).

(c)

power to frame such rules and to issue such direc-
tions and instructions as may be necessary for or

Subject to the provisions of sub-clauses (a) und
(b) of this Clause, every State or Regional
Council shall have the power to preseribe by rules
and directions, and subject thereto every State or
Regional Executive Commitiee shall have the
power to prescribe by rules, directions and instruc-
tions such matters as are herein provided to be
5o prescribed and such other matters as may be

found necessary bunyou:mtmmlnd
duliasinlm th this Constitution,

18. AMENDMENTS

Amendments to the Constitution may be made at

the National Convention of the Party:
{a) on the recommendation of the General Council

byu.rmimityof les t and t
n‘d:zm presen voling &

(b)msprnp:udharm&lanhmnfthll’lﬂyh?

a three-fourths majority of the delegates present
and voting, provided 30 days’ clear notice thereol
had been given to the National Executive,



APPENDIX — A

PROCEDURE FOR VOTING AT PARTY ELECTIONS

l. The voting procedure set out in this Appendix
shall be applicable for election of Office Bearers
and Members of Committees and Councils at all
lecels, i.c.

(i) Elections at the Primary Unit Level, und
from the Primary Unit Level to the District
Level;

(ii) Elections at the District Unit Level and from
the District Unit Level to the State/Regional
Level;

(iii) Elections ot the State/Regional Unit Level
and from the State/Regional Unit Level to the
National Level;

(iv) Elections at the National Level.

Il. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS
The procedure set out in sub-paras (1) to (4) of
this paragraph shall apply for election of Office
Bearers to the following (or similar) categories of
offices:
{a) One President or Chairman
{b) One or more Vice Presidents® or

Vice-Chairmen®

* Il and where considered necessary

10

() One Secrctary or General Secretury@
(d) One Treasurer

{¢) Oune or more Joim Seerclarios®

(f) Onec or more Juint Treasurers®

(L) Two or more Scrutineers (who are not them:
selves candidates) shall be appointed before the com-

mencement of voting, which shall be by seeret ballot.

(2) There shall b separate voting for elections to
cach category of office.

(3)(a) Where only one Office-Bearer is to be elocted

to any office (or only one vaganey to bo [lled
up in any category of office) the voting shall

be by casting a single vote, to be marked by
the voter on the ballot paper against the
candidate of his choice from among the con-
testing candidates shown on the ballot paper.

If more than one vote is marked against any
one candidate, such voles shall count us one
vole.

(b

—

@ The description "General Secretary” woul) be appropriate

|l the Shheﬂh.-'hn.ﬁ and National levels; at the Primary Unit

District Level the deseription “Secrotary” would be more
nppmpllalr



lii. ELECTION TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES

1) For election to Primary Unit Committees
nté }'m th:vgmms‘e Committees al the State/
Hegional and National levels, the voting
the ol single non-transferable vote, where each

up from among the candidates shown on the hallot
paper.

(2) Such votes shall be marked by the voler an the
ballot paper against the candidates ol his chioice from
among the contesting candidates shown on the ballot
paper.

{3) A voter may not cast more than one vote for
any one candidate; but if he did so, such votes would
count only as one vote.

(4) The voter shall nol cast votes in favour of
more candidates than the number of vacancies to be
filled up: any ballot paper nol complying with this
condition shall be declared invalid. So, too, every ballot
paper which discloses in any manner, the identity of
the voter shall be declared invalid.®

ballot and the tahul.
votes I be ddose by thic
scrutineers as soon as possible after the voting is over.

(6) The candidates or their representatives (one
for each candidate) may be present during the scrit-
?dhlhtmmd the tabulating and counting

votes.

{7) As many of those candidates who have sevured
the largest number of valid voles as there are vacan.
cies to be filled shall be declared electedi and in the
event of oquality of votes hetween Iwo or mom
candidates for the Lt vacuney to e filled up, the
serutineors shall ascertain the result of the election,
for that position by drvwing lots  hetween I“t'h{
candidates, .

IV. ELECTION TO DISTRICT COMMITTEES,
STATE COUNCILS AND GENERAL COUNCIL

In every election to District Commitlees unde
Article 7 of the Constitution, o State or Re
Couneils under Article 8 of the Constitution and to
the General Council under Article 8 of the Consli-
tution, election shall be by proportional representa-
tion.

V.In the foreguing paragraphs, the word ‘voler
with reference to any election shall mean the persons
entitled and eligible to vote at that election.

* A voter shall bo at liberty 10 vust less votes than the number

ol vacancies to be Blled up, withowt rendering the hallot paper
arg ten vacancies 1o be lillad hut & \LI‘H

chposes to cast votes only agalnst eight candidates, he will be

Puhll;h:by S. V. Raju, EIMUIIU;_S;CTCII-W, S\ﬂ'ilanl.ri- Party. Nau-arui Headquarlers,

143 M. G. Road, Bombay 400 001. Printed al Inland Printars, 55 Gamdevi Rd., Bombay 400 007,
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~As nmended
Sixth National Convention i




SWATIANTRA PARTY 8
CONSTITUTION

1. NAME
The name of the Puarty shall be the Swatantra Party.

2. OBJECTIVE

The Objective of the Party shall be to further and
ndeavour to pwt into effect the principles adopted
by the Party’s Preparatory Convention in Bombay on
August 1 and 2. 1959, and such policies and pro-
grammes as the Party may from time to time m!npt
in furtherance of those principles,

3. HEADQUARTERS

The National Headquarters of the Parly shall be
located at such place as may be decided by the
General Council. The Headquarters of the Party in
each State or Region shall be located at such place
as may be decided by the State or Regional Couneil.

4. MEMBERSHIP

{a) Every person above the age of 158 who subscribes
in writing to the principles of the Party, pays the
prescribed fee and expresses his readiness to
work for the Party will be eligible to be a Member
of the Party: provided that he/she is not a memn-
ber of any other political party. If he/she is a
member of any other political party, he/she shall

resign his/her membership of thar party and this
fact must be declared in o manner preseribed by
the Party,
{b) Work for the Party may be any of the following
activities:
(1) Enrulling new members;
(i) Campaigning for the Party;

(iii) Attending to public grievances on behalt
of the Party and securing their redress;

Functioning. when called upon, as prospec-
tive candidate of the Party to an elective
public body;
Collection of funds,
Acceptance of executive respunsihilitios in
the Party;
Preparation of literature;
(viii} Distribution of literature; &I
(ix) Organisation of study circles and mectings;
(x) Helping to run Party Offices;
(xi) Any other approved activity.
{¢) The State/Regional Executive Committee shall
be competent to frame rules in this behalf,

(iv)

(v)
(vi)

(vii)



)

Decisions

shall be taken by the District Unit. Where there

are no district units, decisions shall be taken by

the State/Regional Executive or any other body

designated by it for the purpose; provided that:

(i) a District Unit may suspend a member of the

P in the district concerned if in the view
of District Unit, such a member's con-
tinsance in the Party is not considered 1o
be in the interests of the Party. The District
Unit concerned shall then repart the suspen-
sion to the State/Regional Committee, 1
after due consideration, the State/Regional
Committee desires to cither confirm the sus-
pension or recommend his/her expulsion, it
shall make an appropriate recommendation
to the National Executive.

A member aggrieved by such a decision of
the Distriet Unit may appeal to the State/
Regional Unit and if aggrieved by the deci-
sion of the State/Regional Unit, he/she shall
have the right of appeal to the National

Executive.
(ii

L

Any State/Regional Commiltee may on its
own injtiative, suspend or recommend to the
National Excoutive the espulsion of any
member of the Party in the State/Region
concerned if, in the view of the State/Re-
gional Committee such a member’s con-
tinuance in the Party is not considered to be
in the Party’s interest. A member aggrieved

by such a decision shall have the right to
appeal to the National Excvutive.

(iii} The National Executive may on the recom-
mendation of the State/Regional Unit or on
its own initiative suspendd or expel any
member of the Party whose continuance as
member is pot considered 1o be in the intes
rest of the Party,

5. SUBSCRIPTIOM
{a) Every member of the Party shall pay a subserip-

tion of Re. 1/- per year, A member can pay histher
subseription for as many years as hedshe dosines.
Anyone who pays his/her subseription at a time
for o period of twenty years or more shall be
deemed to be 4 member of the Pasty for lite,

{(b) A member of the Party will continne as such, as

(c)

long as he/she pays his/her subseription, Each
member of the Party will be issued o Party Card
(preferably in his/her regional Yanguage). The
Cards will be issued by the National Headguarters
of the Party. Renewal of membership shall be
done in such manner as may be preseribied hy the
National Executive,

Only members whose membership is current on
the date of the election shall have tha right to
vote in Party elections or to serve as Olfice Bearers
or as members of elective commitiees.

(d) The membership subscription shall be divided



between the various units in the following

manner:
Primary Unit e D%
District Unit i 0%
State/Regional Unit S
National Headquarters ... 10%

(e) Every Unit shall maintain appropriate accounts

of the receipts and expenditure which shall be
available for audit.

6. PRIMARY UNIT

(a) APrimary Unit of the Farty shall be formed in
respect of cvery Legislative Assembly Consti-
tucncy in the State or Region. Provided that the
Executive Committee of the State or Region may
for more effective and convenient organising of
the Party’s work, authorise the formation of a
Primary Unit for an area comprising more than
one Legislalive Assembly Constituency or for an
area smaller than a Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency.

(L) Every such Primary Unit shall elect a Primary
Unit Committee provided there are not less thun
50 members enrolled in that Primary Unit; and
provided that these 50 members are spread over
at least one-third of the number of polling stations
in the area of the primary unit concerned.

(¢) Such of those members who represent the
Primary Unit on the District Committee but are
not members of the Primary Committee concerned

7. DISTRICT COMMITTEE

(2) For every Revenue District of the State, there
shall be a District Committee constituted of such
number as may be prescribed by the Executive
Commitice of the State or Region. Provided how-
ever that the Executive Committer of the State
or Hegion may, for more cfficient and convenient
discharge of the Party's work, designate a Lok
Sabha constituency as a “district™ for this purpose;
and provided further that there are at least two
Primary Units in the District concered.

(b) Such a District Committee shall be. elocted by
the elected members of the Primory Unit Com-
mittee of that District by &mpnrlfﬂlllll represen-
tation as set out in Appendix A annexed hereto,

(¢} Each District Committee shall cleet a Presidem,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Seerclary,
one or more Joint Secretaries and one or more
Treasurers,

(d) Presidents and Secretaries of Primary Units |
that district shall be ex-officio members of the
District Committee with the right to vole

(e) Such of those memlbers who represent the Distriet
Unit on the State/Regional Council but are not
members of the District Committee concerned
shall be invited to meetings of the Distriot Com-



e —————————

.-i:- (F)

mittee, They shall have the right to participate in  (d) (i) Swatantra Party
Members

the discussions but not the right to vote.
Where the strength of a District Committee
exceeds twenty-five it may elect a District Work-
ing Committee in such manner and constituted of
such number as the Executive Commitiee of the
State or Region may prescribe provided, however,
that there shall be at least one representative on
such Warking Cammittee from each Primary Unit
in the District.

8. STATE OR REGIONAL COUNCIL y
{a) For every State or any part thereof which may

(b)

(c)

beuco{puﬁcdbytl‘heﬂmﬂlﬂmmtﬂlohea
region for this purpose, thero shall be a State
or Regional Council.

Every such State or Regional Council shall be
constituted of such number as may be prescribed
from Ume to time by the National Executive,
Such a State or Regional Council shall be elected
by the elected members of all the District Com-
mittees in the State or Region by the method of
proportional representation as set out in Appendix
A annexed hereto.

Each State or Regional Council shall elect an
Executive Committee consisting of a President,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,
one or more Joint Secretaries, one or more
Treasurers, and not less than 10 and not mare
than 20 other members.

5 MPs from the State
State Legislative
and State i and

of District Committees shall be invited
mectings of the State or Regional Counei
if they are not already members thereol,
They shall have the rght to participate in
the discussions of such mectings, hut not to
vote.

(ii) Leaders, Deputy Leaders and Chiel Whips
of the Party’s Groups in the State Legisa.
tures shall be invited to mectings of the
State/Regional Executive Committes con-
cemed, to participate in the discussions at
such meetings bul not to vote.

{iii) Such of those members who represent the
State/Regional Unit on the General Council
but are not members of the State Regional
Council concerned, shall be invited to meet-
ings of the State/Regional Council. They
shall have the right to participate in the dis:
cussions but not the right to vote,

{iv) Past Presidents of State/Regional Units shall
be full members of the State/Negionnl
Council,

[t

9. GENERAL COUNCIL
(a) Thece shall be a General Couneil of the Party

consisting of not more than 250 persons,



(b) The Ceneral Council shall be canstituted of nat
less than 3 and not more than 20 from cach State
or Hegion as the case may be.

(c¢) The number allotted to each State or Regional
Unit between the minimum and the maximum

" mentioned in sub-clause (b) shall be determined
in proportion to the pumber of members enrolled
in the State or Region.

The members of the General Council allotted to
a State or Region shall be elected by the appro-
priate State or Regional Council by proportional
representation as set out in Appendix A annexed
hereto.

(e) (i) Swatantra Party Members of Parliament, the
Presidents and General Secretaries of State/
Regional Units and Leaders, Deputy Leadrs
and Chief Whips of the Party’s Groups in
the varions State Assemnblies and Councils
shall be invited to meetings of the General
Council if they are not already members
thercof. They shall have the right to partici-
pate in the discussions at such meetings but
not to vole.

(ii) Past presidents of the Party shall be full
members of the Genernl Council.

(d)

10. QUORUM

The Quorum at all meetings of all elective bodies
from the Primary Unit level upto the National level

shall be ane-seveuth of the total strenveth of that body,
or five, whichever is higher.

-

11. ABSENCE FROM MEETINGS

Cffice Bearers and members of all clective bodies
from the Primary level upto the Nalional level who
absent themselves from three conseontive meetings of
their respeetive committees and conneils withont leave
of absence shall be deemed to have vacated their scats
or olfices.

12. MATIONAL EXECUTIVE

(n) The Genernl Council shall clect the National
Executive of the Party.

(b) The Nutional Executive shall consist of a Presi-
dent, one or more Vice-Presidents, a General
Secretary, one or more Joint Sceretaries, one or

more Treasurers and not Yess than 10 and not
more than 20 members,

(e) The election of Office Bearers and members of the
National Executive shall take place at a meeting
of the Ceperal Council and, il possible, such
meeting may be held on the eve of the National
Convention.

(d

—

The National Exceutive shall b competent lu(fﬂ/

shall have the power:

{i) to take all such actions and decisions and
to do all such things and acls as it may can-
sider necessary or desirable in Furtherance
of the Party’s objective; and
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(ii) to raise funds, collect subscriptions and to

the National Executive whose devision shall be
barrow moneys for the purpose. final.

" {2, ELECTION TRIBUNALS

(2) There shall be set up one or more Election

() Notwithstanding anything to the conlrary con-
tained in sub-clauses (a) and (b) above, the

Tribunals for one or more States or Regions, con-
stituted in such mamner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct after
consuliations with the Executive Committees of
the States or the Regions concerned. All disputes
relating to all elections at the Primary or District
Unit level, or concerning elections from the
District level to the State/Regional levels shall be
referred by the President of the State/Regional
Unit to the State Election Tribunal concemed for
decision. Appeals from the decisions of the State
Electlon Tribunals shall lie (within one menth
from the date thereof) to the Natlonal Election
Tribunal whose decision shall be Enal.

(d)

General Secretary of the Parly at the National
Headgquarters may, at any time alter making such
inquiry as may be possible in the circumstances,
direct that pending the reforence of an election
dispute to the State Election Tribumal or, as the
case may be, to the National Election Tribunal
the results of the disputed election shall not he
operative and shall have no effect until the deter-
mination of the dispute by the Election Tribunal,

Members of the Party are prohibited from taking
election disputes into Courts of Law and the
decision of the National Election Tribunal or, as

the case may be, of the National Executive shall
be final.

{b) There shall be set up a National Election Tribunal 14 ©O-OPTIONS

constituted in such manner and composed of such (a) The General Council shall be entitled to co-opt
persons as the National Exccutive may direct. All members wha shall not be more than enc-tenth
disputes relating to all elections at the National of the number of its elected members.

level or concerning elections from the State or (b) The President shall, for giving representation to
Regional level to the National level shall be unrepresented  States or Negions or for other
referred Ly the General Secretary of the Party reasons, have the power to nominate not more
(at the National Headquarters) to the National than 7 members to the General Council.
Election Tribunal for decision. Appeals from the (¢} The State or Regional Councils shall be entitled

decisions of the National Election Tribunal shall
lie {(within one month from the date thereof) to

=1

to co-opt a number of members not more thun
one-tenth of the number of their clected members,



(d) A State or Regional Council shall have the power
to authorise a District or Primary Unit Committee
to co-opt members in number not more than one-
tenth of the number of elected members of such

16. PARTY ELECTIONS
{a) The Arst elections to

for more than one without the approval of
the General Calmd{m cof
Workers and Life Workers duly enrolled by
July 31, 1964, and Life Members enrolled on or
bef ber 31, 1963, will be entitled to
vote in the first elections to the bodies referred
to in sub-clause (a).
The elections to the State and Regional Executive
Committees and the National Executive shall be
held as soon as practicable after the elections to
the Committees and Councils are held as pro-
vided in sub-clause (a).
(d) The procedure for the conduct of Party elections
shall be such as may be preseribed by the National
Executive from time to time.

(b)

(e)

18. NATIONAL CONVENTION

(b) The Convention shall be constituted of delegates
elected on the basis of direct election by Mem-
bers of the Party in such manner as may be
prescribed by the National Exccutive.

fe) The a te strength of delegates from each
State be determined by the National
Executive.

17. STATE OR REGIONAL CONVENTION

{a) Every State or Region as the case may he shall
hold a Convention of the Party at least once in
two years for making recommendations in regard
to the policy of the Party and for deciding policy
in respect of matters relating to the State or the
Region

(b) Delegates to such Convention shall be olected on
the basis of direct election by Members in the
State or Region in such manner as may be pre-
scribed by the Executive Committee of the State
or Region,

18. RULES

{a) The General Council shall have the power to
prescribe by rules and directions such matters as
are herein provided to be so preseribed and such
other matters which may be necessary for or
incidental to carrying out the objects of the Party.

(a) The National Convention of the Party shall be (b) Subject to the rule making powers of the General

held at least once every two years.

S

Council, the National Executive shall have the

~
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power to frame such rules and to issue such direc-
tiens and instructions as may be necessary for or

incidental to carrying out the programme or
activities of the Party.

Subject to the provisions of sub-clauses (a) und
{b) of this Clause, every State or Regional
Council shall have the power to prescribe by rules
and directions, and subject thereto every State or
Regional Executive Commitiee shall bave the
power to prescribe by rules, directions and instruc-
tions such matters as are herein provided to be
so prescribed and such other matters as may be

1w

found to carry out its funclions and
mmﬁtﬁ%m

AMENDMENTS
Amendments to the Constitution may be made at

the National Convention of the Party:
(a) on the recommendation of the General Council

by a majority of delegales present and voting at
such Convention, or

(b) on a proposal by 200 Members of the Party by

a three-fourths majority of the delegates present
and voting, provided 30 days clear notice thereot
bad been given to the National Executive,



APPENDIX — A

PROCEDURE FOR VOTING AT PARTY ELECTIONS

I. The voting procedure set out in this Appeidix
shall be applicable for election of Office Bearers
and Members of Committees and Councils at all
lecels, i.e.

(i) Elections at the Primary Unit Level, and
from the Primary Unit Level to the District
Level;

(li) Elections at the District Unit Level and from
the District Unit Level to the State/Regional
Level;

(iii) Elections at the State/Regional Unit Level
and from the State/legional Unit Level to the
National Level;

{iv) Elections at the National Level.

1l. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS
The procedure set out in sub-paras (1) to (4) of
this paragraph shall apply for election of Office
Bearers to the following (or similar) categories of
offices:
{a) One President or Chairman
{b) Oue or more Vice Presidents® or

Vice-Chairmen®

* If and where considered necessary

(c) Oue Sccretary or General Seurelary @
(d) One Treasurer

(e) One or more Joint Secretarics®

(1) Onc or more Joint Treasurers®

(1) Two or more Serulineers (who are not them-
selves candidates) shall be appointed before (he com-
mencement of voting, which shall be by secret ballot, :

(2) There shall be separate voting for elections to
cach categary of office.

(3)(a) Where only one Office-Bearer is to be clected
to any office (or only one vacaney to be fled
up in any category of office) the voting shall’
be by casting a single vote, to be marked by
the voter on the ballot paper agaiust the
eandidate of his choice from among the con-
testing candidates shown on the hallot paper.

(b)
one candidate, such votes shall count as one
vole.

@ The description "Ceneral Secretary” woulld bie appropriate
at the State/He; and Nativnal levals; at the Prmory Unit
and District Level the detcription "Sceretary™ would be more
appropriate.

If more than one vote is marked against any \_J



edthahmutnmtberol'uﬂd\
are vacancies to be flled shall

ekcted.andinlbeemtoqmlﬂy votes
between two or more for the last
vacancy to be filled up the scrutineers shall
ascertain the result of the clection for that
position by deawing lots between such
candidates.

I, ELECTION TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES
(1) For every election to Primary Unit Committecs
and the Executive Committees at the State/
Hegional and National levels, the voting shall be by
the system of single non-transferable vote, where each
voter shall have (aud may cast) as many votes, of
cqual preference, as there are vacancies to be filled
up from among the candidates shown on the hallot
paper.
2) Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the
t paper against the condidates ol his eliice from
among the contesting candidates shown on the ballot
paper.
(3) A voter may not cast more than one vote for
any one candidate; hut if he did so, such votes would
count only as one vote.

(4) The voter shall not cast votes in favour ol
more candidates than the number of vacancies to bhe
filled up: any ballot paper not complying with this
candition shall be declared invalid. So, too, every ballot
paper which discloses in any manner, the idenliry of
the voter shall be declared invalid.®

(5) The scrutiny of ballot aned the tabal:
ating and counting of votes m‘b&' douser by the
scrutineers as soon as possible after the voling is over.

(6) The candidates or their representatives (one
far each candidate] mav be prosent during the sena-
i:? of ballot papers and the tabulating and counting

votes.

{7} As many of those candidates wlio have secured
lhela:geunnmbauhﬂid votes as there are vacan-
mod shall be declared elected; and in the

mt-nt equality of votes hetween two or more
undidnlﬂ for the last vacancy to be lilled up, the
scrutineers shall ascertain the nsult of the election,

for that position by drawing lots hetween sm'.h.'
candidates.

IV. ELECTION TO DISTRICT COMMITTEES,
STATE COUNCILS AND GENERAL COUNCIL
In every election to Distefet Committees w
Article 7 of the Constitution, to State or Regiona
_ Conncils under Article 8 of the Constitution and to
the General Cuuncil under Article 9 of the Consti-
tution, election shull be by proportional representa-
tion.

V. In the foreguing paragraphs, the word ‘voter'
with refercnce to any election shall mean the persons
entitled and eligible to vote ut that election.

* A voter shall be at libery 10 cust lras voles |hlﬂ I it ber
ol vapancies to be flled wp, without rml.l.u-rtnl | mﬂ
invalid: a.g. U thero uro ten vacancics in he but a

chooses to m \-mn only aguinst eight unauluu he will be
ar liberty o do

Published by §. V. Raiu Execulive Slcrnliry Swal-nrltr: Plrljr N.mnn.lr Hoadguarigrs,
143 M. G. Rosd, Bombay 400 001. Printed al Inland Printers, 55 Gamdevi Ad., Bombay 400 007.
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(4)

candidate, such ballot paper shall be declar-
ed invalid; so, too, every paper which
in any manner the identity of the

{d) The scrutiny of hﬂoimﬁ the count-

ing of votes should be scritineers
as soon as possible after the voting is over.

{e) The candidates or their wg:nmtim (one

for each candidate} may present during
the scrutiny of ballot papers and counting of
voles.

(f) The candidate securing the highest number

of valid votes shall be declared elected; and
in the event of equality of votes between
two or more candidates securing the largest
number of vates, the scrutineers shall ascer.
tain the result of the clection by drawing lots
between each candidate.

Where two or more Office Bearers are to be

elected to any category of office (or when there are
two or more vacancies in a category to be flled up)
the voting shall be by the system of single non-trans-
ferable vote, where each voter shall cast as many voles
of equal preference as there are vacancies to be flled
from among the contesting candidates shown on the
ballot paper, as follows:—

(1) Far each category of Office Bearers’ election,

each voter shall have (and may cast) as many
votes as there are vacancies to be filled up;

(i}

(i

(v}

(v)

(e for the election of two Viee-Presidente
each voter shall have two votes |,

Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the
ballot paper against the camlidates of his
choice from among the contesting candidates
shown on the ballot paper.

A voter may pot cast wore than one vole for
any one candidate: but if he did so. such votes
wonld count only as one vote,

The voter shall not cast votes in favonr of more
candidates than the number of vacancies to e
filled up; any ballot paper not complving with
this mndiu'b-‘.:nn;hulf he ;::I('Er:] mﬁd. So,
toa, every t paper which disc in any
manner the identity of the voter shall he
declared fnvalid *

The scrutiny of ballot papers and the tabulat-
ing and counting of votes shall be done hy the
scrutineers as soon as possible after the vating
is over.

(vi) The candidates or their representalives (one

for each candidate) may be present during the
scrutiny of ballot papers and the tabulating
and counting of votes.

(vii) As many of those candidates who have socur-

* A voter shall be at liberty 1o cant leas votes than the number
( vacaneies to be Elled vithout rendering the hallot
fovalids ey, i there aro thebe vacsneies to be Milsd b @ny
category of office but a voter chooses 1o cast votes only agninst
two candidates he will be at liberty to do so.






SWATANTRA PARTY

-
*

CONSTITUTION

1. NAME
The name of the Party shall be the Swatantra Party.

2. OBJECTIVE

The Objective of the Party shall be to further and
endeavour to put into effect the principles adopted
by the Party’s Preparatory Convention in Bombay on
August 1 and 2. 1959, and such policles and -
grammes as the Party may from time to time n.g:l
in furtherance of those principles,

1. HEADQUARTERS

The National Headguarters of the Parly shall be
located at such place as may be decided by the
General Council. The Headquarters of the Party in
enchi State or Region shall be located at such place
as may be decided by the State or Regional Council,

4. MEMBERSHIP

{a) Ewvery person above the age of 18 who subscribes
in writing to the principles of the Party, pays the
prescribed fee and expresses his readiness to
work for the Party will be eligible to be a Member
of the Party; provided that he/she is not a mem-
ber of any other political party. If he/she is a
member of any other political party, hie/she shall

resign his/lier membership of that party and this
fact must be declared in o mannee preseribed by
the Party.

(b) Work for the Party may be any of the following
activities:
(1} Enrolling new members;
(i) Campaigning for the Party:

(iil) Attending to public gricvanees on behall
of the Party and securing their redress;
Functioning, when called upon, as prospec
tive candidate of the Party to an elective
public body;

Collection of funds;

Acceptance of executive responsililitios i
the Party;

Preparation of literature;

Distribution of literature;

Organisation of study circles and meetings;
Helping to run Pasty Offices:

Any other approved activity.

{iv)

(v)
(vi)

{wii)
(viif)
(ix)
(=)
(xi)

{c) The State/Regional Executive Committee shall
be competent to frame rutles in this hehall,



between the various unmits in the following

manner:
Primary Unit el
District Unit it 90 %
State/Regional Unit RPN () . |
National Headquarters ... 10%

{e) Every Unit shall maintain appropriate accounts
of the receipts and expenditure which shall be
available for audit.

6. PRIMARY UNIT

(a) APrimary Unit of the Party shall be formed in
respect of every Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency in the State or Begion. Provided that the
Executive Committee of the State or Region may
for more effective and convenient organising of
the Party’s work, authorise the formation of a
Primary Unit for an area comprising more tha
one Legislative Assembly Constituency or for an
area smaller than a Leglslative Assembly Consti-
tuency.

(b) Every such Primary Unit shall elect a Primary
Unit Committee provided there are not less than
50 members enrolled in that Primary Unit; and
provided that these 50 members are spread over
at least one-third of the number of polling stations
in the arca of the primary unit concerned.

{c) Such of those members who represent the
Primary Unit on the District Committee but are
not members of the Primary Committee concerned

Mhehﬁmdtomﬂ:&n“lwhmy‘ Com-
mittee. They shall have right 10 participate
in discussions but not the right to vote.

7. DISTRICT COMMITTEE

(a) For every Revenue District of the State, there
shall be a District Committee constituted of such
number as may be prescribed by the Executive
Commitlee of the State or Region. Provided how-
ever that the Executive Committec of the State
or Region may, for more efficient and convenient
discharge of the Party’s work, designate a Lok
Sabha constitwency as a “district” for this purpose;
and provided further that there are at least two
Primary Units in the District concemed.

{b) Such a District Committee shall be clected by
the elected members of the Primary Unit Com-
mittee of that District by propartional represen-
lation as set out in A.ppm&x A annexed hereto.

(e) Each District Committee shall elect a President,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,
one or more Joint Secretaries and one or more
Treasurers.

{d) Presidents and Secrctaries of Primary Units in
that district shall be ex-officio members of the
District Committee with the right s vole.

(e) Such of those members who represent the District
Unit on the State/Regional Couneil but are not
members of the District Commiltee concemed
shall be invited to meetings of the District Com-



(djg;"dsnmmrmdmdumdmntﬂmhl by such a decision shall have the i

dtu]un by the District l:ll:i&tl.i \-b\;bl.'te Mﬁ appeal to the National Excentive. e 'w" =
are no district units, decisions Aaken by : al ; . & .
T R ) i e S Doty (iii) The National Executive may on the necom-

. mendation of the State/Regional Unit ar on
designated by it for the purpose; provided that: its own initiative suspmﬁ or expel any
(i) a District Unit may suspend a member of the member of the Party whose continuanes as
Party in the district concerned if in the view member is not considercd to be in the inte-
of the District Unit, such a member's con- rest of the Party.
tinwance in the Party is not considered to .
ll:lJe :u the mu'rl.'sli" uI{ :lllc Party. 'l'll:c District 5. SUBSCRIPTION
nit concerned shall then rt the suspen- - o Ptk elis &
priigh i shwﬂwﬁl’:m“mmm i (a) Every member of the Party shall pay o subscrip-

R tion of e, 1/- por years A meber Gan pay his/l
Y ‘State/Teglional pay his/her
pension or recommend his/her expulsion, it Anyone who pays bis/her subseription at w time
P it e o e E“. a u{;t-nnalu of Im-|;|,‘~ )-g[-..rr nr.‘ more shall be
{5 the: MaBondl B ecitive: cemed to be a member ol the Party for life.
A snomber aggrieved by suth o decision of (b} A member of the Party will continue as such, as
the District Unit may appeal to the State/ long as he/she pays his/her subseription. Each
Regional Unit and if aggrieved by the deci- member of the Party will be issued a Party Card

sion of the State/Regional Unit, he/she shall (preferably in his/her regional language). The
have the right of appeal to the National Cards will be issued by the National Headguasters

Executive. of the Party. Renewal of membership shall be
(ii) Any State/Regional Committee may on its c[on_e in such manner as may be preseribed by th
own initiative, suspend or recommend to the National Executive.

National Executive the expulsion of any Onl b hi .
member of the Party in the State/Region (<) y. seebert Wy, BRRIMERRIP S S

g / the date of the election shall have the right to
u:'mcm:ed if, in the view ofithe St:_itcmc- vote in Party elections or to serve as Office Bearers
gional Committee such a member’s con- or asmembs ot clecttve Sonmaliaer
tinuance in the Party is not considered to be
in the Party's interest. A member aggrieved (d) The membership subscription shall be divided

3
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(f)

mittee. They shall have the right to participate in  (d) (i) Swatantra Party MPs from the State and

the discussions but not the right to vote.

Where the strength of a District Committee
exceeds twenty-five it may elect a District Work-
ing Committec in such manner and constituted of
such number as the Executive Commitlee of the
State or Region may prescribe provided. however,
that there shall be at least one representative on
such Working Committee from each Primary Unit
in the District.

8. STATE OR REGIONAL COUNCIL
() For c¢very State or any part thereof which may

(b)

—

(c

be recognised by the General Council to be a
region for this purpose, there shall be a State
or Regional Council.

Every such State or Regional Council shall be
constituted of such number as may be prescribed
from lime to time by the National Executive.
Such a State or Regional Council shall be elected
by the elected members of all the District Com-
mittees in the State ar Region by the method of
proportional representation as set out in Appendix
A annexed hereto.

Each State or Regional Council shall elect an
Executive Committee consisting of a President,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,

Members of the State Logislative Assombly
and State Legislative Council and Presidents
of District Committees shall be invited to
meetings of the State or Regional Council,
if they are not already members thereof,
They shall have the right to participate in
the discussions of such mectings, but not to
vole.

(i) Leaders, Deputy Leaders and Chicl Whips
of the Party’s Groups in the Stale Legisla.
turcs shall be invited to mectings of the
State/Regional Executive Committee con-
cerned, to participate in the discussions at
such meetings but not to vote,

(iii) Such of those members who represent the
State/Regional Unit on the General Council
but are not members of the State Regional
Council concerned, shall be invited to meet-
ings of the State/Begional Council. They
shall have the right to participate in the dis-
cussions but not the right (o vote.

(iv) Past Presidents of State/Regional Units shall
be full members of the State/Regional
Council.

one or more Joint Secretaries, one or more 9 GENERAL COUNCIL

Treasurers, and not less than 10 and not more
than 20 other members.

(a) There shall be a General Counedl of the Party

consisting of not more than 230 persons.



(b) The Ceneral Council shall be constituted of not
less than 3 and not more than 20 from each State
or Region as the case may be.

(c) The number allotted to each State or Regional
Unit between the minimum and the maximum
mentioned in sub-clause (b) shall be determined
in proportion to the number of members enrolled
in the State or Region.

(d) The members of the General Council allotted to
a State or Region shall be elected by the appro-
priate State or Regional Council by proportional
representation as set out in Appendix A annexed
hereto.

(e) (i) Swatantra Party Members of Parliament, the

Presidents and General Secretaries of State/
Regional Units and Leaders, Deputy Leaders
and Chiel Whips of the Party’s Groups in
the various State Assemnblics and Councils
shall be invited to meetings of the General
Council if they are not already members
thereaf. They shall have the right to partici-
pate in the discussions at such meetings but
not to vote.

Past presidents of the Party shall be full
members of the Ceneral Council.

(ii)

10. QUORUM

The Quorum at all meetings of all elective bodies
from the Primary Unit level upto the National level

shall be one-seventh of the total strenath of that Iealy,
or five, whichever is higher. -

11. ABSENCE FROM MEETINGS

Cilice Bearers and members of all elective bodies
from the Primary level upto the National level who
absent themselves from three conscoutive meetings of
their respective committees and councils without leave
of absence shall be deemed to hiave vacated their seats
or olfices.

12, NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

{a) The Geuneral Council shall eleet the Mational
Exaccutive of the Party.

{b) The Nutional Executive shall consist of o Presi-
dent, one or more Viee-Presidlents, a General
Sccretary, one or more Joint Secrétarics, one or
more Treasurers and not less than 10 and not
more than 20 members,

The clection of Office Bearers and members of the
National Executive shall take plice at a mecting
of the General Council and, if possible, such
meeting may be held on the eve of the Nalluv{_)

Convention.

(c

—

(d) The National Executive shall be competent and

shall have the power:

(i) to take all such nctions and decisions and
to do all such things nnd nets as it may eon-
sider necessary or desirable in furtherance
of the Partv’s abjective; and
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(ii) to raise funds, collect subscriptions and to
borrow moneys for the purpose.

13. ELECTION TRIBUNALS
{a) There shall be set up one or more Election

Tribunals for one or mare States or Regions, con-
stituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direet after
consultations with the Esecutive Committees of
the States or the Regions concerned. All disputes
relating to all elections at the Primary or District
Unit level. or concerning elections from  the
District level to the State/Regional levels shall be
referred by the President of the State/Regional
Unit to the State Election Tribunal concemed for
decision. Appeals from the decisions of the State
Election Trbunals shall lie (within one month
from the date thercof) to the National Election
Tribunal whose decision shall be final.

{b)} There shall be set up a National Election Tribunal

constituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct. All
disputes relating to all elections at the National
level or concerning elections from the State or
Regional level to the National level shall be
referred by the General Secretary of the Party
(at the National Headquarters) to the National
Election Tribunal for decision. Appeals from the
decisions of the National Election Tribunal shall
lie (within one month from the date thereof) to

the National Executive whose decision shall be

(e) Notwithstanding anything to the conlrary con-

(d)

14,

tained in sub-cliuses (2) and (b} above, the
General Seeretary of the Parly at the National
Headquarters may, at any time after making such
inquiry as may be possible in the circumstances,
direct that pending the reference of an clection
dispute to the State Election Tribunal or, as the
case may be, 1o the National Election Tribunal
the results of the disputed election shall not be
operative and shall have no effect unlil the deter-
mination of the dispute by the Election Tribunal.

Members of the Party are prohibited from tiking

election disputes into Courts of Law and the

decision of the National Election Tribunal or, as

LI:: case may be, of the National Executive shall
final,

CO-OPTIONS

(a) The General Council shall be entitled to co-opt

members who shall not be more than one-tenth
al the number of its elected members,

(h) The President shall, for giving representation to

(e)

unrepresented States or Regions or for other
reasons, have the power to nominate not more
than 7 members to the General Council,

The State or Regional Councils shall be entitled
to co-opt a number of members not mom than
ane-tenth of the number of their elected members,



{d) A State or Regional Coundil shall have the power
to authorise a District or Primary Unit Committee
to co-opt members in number not more than one-

tenth of the number of elected members of such

bodies.

15, PARTY ELECTIONS

(a) The first elections to the Primary Unit Com-
mittees, District Committees, State or Regional
Councils and General Council shall be held be-
fore the end of 1064 and thereafter fresh elections
shall be held by the end of every altemate year.
Provided that elections shall not be postponed
for more than one without the approval of
the Ceneral Cnund{m

(b) Workers and Life Workers duly enrolled by
July 81, 1964, and Life Members enrolled on or
before December 31, 19683, will be entitled to
vote in the first elections to the bodies referred
to in sub-clause (a).

{e) The elections to the State and Regional Executive
Committees and the National Executive shall be
held as soon as practicable after the elections to
the Committees and Councils are held as pro-
vided in sub-clause (a).

(d) The procedure for the conduct of Party elections
shall be such as may be preseribed by the National
Executive from time to time.

16. MNATIONAL CONVENTION

(b) The Convention shall be constituted of delegates
elected on the basis of direct election by Mem-
bers of the Party in such manner as may be
prescribed by the National Executive,

{c) The appropriate strength of delegates from each
State shall be determined by the National
Executive.

17. STATE OR REGIONAL CONVENTION

(n) Every State or Region as the case may be shall
hold a Convention of the Party at least onee in
two years for making recommendations in regard
to the policy of the Party and for deciding policy
in respect of matters relating to the State or the
Region concerned.

(b) Delegates to such Convention shall be clected on
the basis of direct election by Members in the
State or Region in such manner as may be pre-
scribed by the Executive Committee of the State
or Region,

18. RULES

(n) The General Council shall have the power to
prescribe by rules and directions such matters as
are herein provided to be so preseribed and such
other matters which may be necessary for or
incidental to carrying out the objects of the Party.

{a) The National Convention of the Party shall be (b) Subject to the rule making powers of the General

held at least once every two years.

5

Council, the National Executive shall have the
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power to frame such rules and to issue such direc- found necessary to carry out its funclions and

a tions and instructions as may be necessary for or duties in accordance with this Constitution.
vt incidental to camrying out the programme or vl
activities of the Party. L

Amendments to the Constitution may be made at
(c) Subject to the provisions of sub-clauses {a) und the National Convention of the Farty:

(b) of this Clause, every State or Regiomal (a) on the recommendation of the General Council
Council shall have the power to prescribe by rules by a majority of delegates present and voting at
and directions, and subject thereto every State or such Convention, or

Regional Executive Committee shall have the (b) on a proposal by 200 Members of the Party by
power to prescribe by rules, directions and instruc-

a three-fourths majority of the delegates present
tions such matters as are herein provided to be nnd vating, provided 30 days’ clear natice thereaf
so prescribed and such other matters as may be had been given to the National Executive.



APPENDIX — A

PROCEDURE FOR VOTING AT PARTY ELECTIONS

I. The voting procedure set out in this Appendix
shall be applicable for clection of Office Bearers
and Members of Committees and Councils at all
lecels, e

(i) Elections at the Primary Unit Level, and
from the Primary Unit Level to the District
Level;

(i) Elections at the District Unit Level and from
the District Unit Level to the State/Regional
Level;

(iii) Elections at the State/Regional Unit Level
and from the State/Regional Unit Level to the
National Level;

(iv) Elections at the National Level.

Il. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS

The procedure set out in sub-paras (1) to (4) of
this paragraph shall apply for election of Office
Bearers to the following (or similar) categories of
offices:

(a) One President or Chairman
{b) Oue or more Vice Presidents® or
Vice-Chairmen®

* If and where considered necessary

10

(¢) One Secretary or Ceneral Secretary @
(d) One Treasurer

(€) One or more Joint Scevelaries®

(£) One or more Joint Treasurens®

(1) Two or mone Semitineers (who are pot Daie
selves candidates) shall be appointed before the com-
mencement of voting, which shall be by sceret ballot. 1

(2) There shall be separate voting for elections to
each calegory of olfice.

{3)(a) Where only one Office-Beurer is to be elected
to any office (or only one vacancy to be flled
up in any category of office) the voting shall
be by casting a single vote, to be marked by
the voter on the ballot paper against the
candidate of his cholce from among the con-
testing candidates shown on the ballot paper.
If more than one vote is marked against any
one candidate, such votes shall count as one
volte.

(b)

@;,.:‘hnp description “General Secretany™ woulldl be appropriate
at the State/Regional and National Jevels; at the Primary Unit
and District Level the deseription “Secretary” would be more

appropriate.



el:c!ad,zndinlhemnfequdiryof
between two or more candidates for the last
vacancy to be filled up the scrutineers shall
ascertain the result of the election for that
position by drawing lots between such
candidates.

lil. ELECTION TQ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES

(1) For every election to Primary Unit Committees
and to the Executive Committees at the State/
Regional and National levels, the voting shall be by
the system of single non-transferable vote, where each
voter shall have (amd may cast) as many votes, of
cqual preference, as there are vacancies to be filled
up from among the candidates shown on the hallot
paper.

(2) Such votes shall be marked by the voler on the
ballot paper against the candidates vl his choice from
among the contesting candidates shown on the ballot
paper.

{3) A vaoter may not cast more than one vote for
any one candidate; hut if he did so, such voles would
count only as one votc.

(4) The voter shall nol cast votes in favour of
more candidates than the number of vacancies to be
filled up: any ballot paper nol complying with this
condition shall be declared invalid. So, too, every ballot

paper which discloses in any manner, the idenhr)' of
the voter shall be declared invalid.”

(5) The scrutiny of ballot and the tahal:
nlhxgandcmmungdmﬁmln done Iy the
scrutineers as soon as possible after the voting is over.

(6) The candidates or their representatives (onc
for each candidate) may be present during the scrat-
iny of ballot papers and the tabulating and connting

of votes.

{7) As many of these candidates who have sevured
the largest number of valid votes as there are vacan-
cies to be flled shall be diclared electal; and in the
event of equality of votes between two or more
candidates For the last vacancy to be Blled up, the
scrutineers shall ascertain the result ol the election,
for that position by dawing Tots hetween Jlli:h{
candidates. .

L

IV. ELECTION TO DISTRICT COMMITTEES.
STATE COUNCILS AND GENERAL COUNCIL

In every election to District Counnittees unde
Article 7 of the Constitution, tw State of Regional
Conncils under Article 8 of the Constitution and to
the Generul Council under Article 9 of the Consti-
tution, election shall be by proportional representa-
lion.

V. In the loreguing pacagraphs, the word ‘voter
with reference to any election shall mean the persons
entitled and cligible to vote al that election.

* A voter shall be at [iherty 1o cast lean enten than the number
ul vacaucies to be flled up, without tendering thie hallot paper
invalid: e.g. i there are ten vacancics to be el hut a voter
cliases to cast voles only againt elght cundidates, he will be
at liberty to do s,

Fublishnd by 5. V. Rpju, Execulive Secrolary, Swalania Parly, Natranar Hudqunttln
143 M. G. ARoad, Bombay 400 001. Printed at Inland Printers, 55 Gamdevi Ad., Bombay 400 007
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(c) If votes are marked against more than one

candidate, such’ ballot paper shalf be declar-
ed invalid; so, too, every ballot paper which
discloses in any manner the identity of the
voter shall be declared invalid.

{d) The sermtiny of hallot papers and the count-

ing of votes should be done by the scrutineers
as soon as possible after the voting Is over.

(e) The candidates or their representatives (one

for each candidate) may be present during
the scrutiny of ballot papers and counting of
votes.

(f) The candidate securing the highest number

of valid votes shall be declared elected; and

in the event of equality of votes between

two or more candidates securing the largest

number of votes, the scrutineers shall ascer-

tain the result of the election by drawing lots
each candidate,

{4) Where two or more Office Bearers are to be
elected to any category of office (or when there are

two or more vacancies in a catego

to he flled up)

the voting shall be by the system of single non-trans-
ferable vote, where each voter shall cast as many voles
of equal preference as there are vacancies to be Slled
from among the contesting candidates shown on the
ballot paper, as follows:—

(i) For each category of Office Bearers' election,

each voter shall have {and may casl) as many
votes as there are vacuncies to be Alled up;

(i)

(e.z. for the election of 1wo Viee-Prosidents
each voter shall have two votes),

Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the
bhallot Flper against the candidates of his

choice from among the contesting candidates
shown on the ballot paper.

{ii1Y A voter may nol cast more than ane vote for

(iv)

any one candidate; but if he did so. such vates
would count only as one vote,

The voter shall not cast votes in favour of more
candidates than the number of vacancies to be
filled up; any ballot paper not complving with
this condition shall be declared nvalid. So,
too, every ballot paper which discloses in any
manner the identity of the voter shall he
declared invalid *

{v) The serutiny of ballot papers and the talnlar-

ing and counting of votes shall be done hy the
scrutineers as soon as possible after te voting
is over.

{vi) The candidates or their representatives (one

for each candidate) may be present during the
serutiny of hallot papers und the tabulating
and connting of voles.

{vii) As many of those candidates who have secur-

* A voter shall be at liberty to cast less votes than the number

al vacancies to be flled “:31 I
invalid; e.g. if there are three vacancies to
category of office but a voter chooses 10 cast votes anly agalnst
two candidates he will be at libertv o do sa,

11

ithout rendering the hallot
e vacancis’ o lik. S ko ear






SWATANTRA PARTY
CONSTITUTION

1. NAME
The name of the Party shall be the Swatantra Pasty.

2. OBJECTIVE

The Objective of the Party shall be to further and
endeavour to put into effect the principles adopted
by the Party’s Preparatory Convention in Bombay on
August 1 and 2, 1959, and such policies and pro-
grammes as the Party may from time to time adopt
in furtherance of those principles.

3. HEADQUARTERS

The National Headquarters of the Party shall be
located at such place as may be decided by the
General Council. The Headquarters of the Party in
cieh State or Region shall be located at such place
us way be decided by the State or Regional Council,

4. MEMBERSHIP

(a] Every person above the age of 1§ who subscribes
in writing to the principles of the Party, pays the
prescribed fee and expresses his readiness to
work for the Party will be eligible to be a Member
of the Party; provided that he/she is not a mem-
ber of any other political party. If hefshe is a
member of any other political party, he/she shall

resign his/her membership of that party and this
fact must be declared in o manmer proseribed by
the Party.

(b) Work for the Party may be any of the following
activitics:
(i) Evrolling new membiers;
(i) Campaigning for the Party;
(iii) Attending to publie gricvances on hehall
of the Party and securing their redress,

Functioning, when called upon, as prospee.
tive candidate of the Party to an elective
public bady;

Collection of funds;
Acceptance of executive respunsibilitios in
the Pasty,
(vii) Preparation of literature;
(viii) Distribution of literature;
(ix) Organisation of study circles and meetings;
{x) Helping to min Party Offices:
(xi) Any other approved activity,

(e} The State/Regional Exccutive Committee shall
be competent to frame rules in this behalf,

{iv)

(v)
(wvi)

é

L
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(d) Decisions in regard to the enrolment of members

shall be taken by the District Unit. Where there
are no district units, decisions shall be taken by
the State/Regional Excculive or any other body
designated by it for the purpose; provided that:
(i) o District Unit may suspend a member of the
Party in the district concerned if in the view
of the District Unit, such a member’s con-
tinuance in the Party is not considered to
be in the interests of the Party. The District
Unit concerned shall then report the suspen-
sion to the State/Regional Commitiee. I
after due consideration, the State/Regional
Commiltee desires to either confirm the sus-
pension or recommend his/her expulsion, it
shall make an appropriate recommendation
to the National Exccutive.

A member aggrieved by such a decision of
the District Unit may appeal to the State/
Regional Unit and if aggrieved by the deci-
sion of the State/Begional Unit, he/she shall
have the right of appeal to the National
Executive.
(i) Any State/Regional Committee may on its
own initiative, suspend or recommend to the
National Exccutive the expulsion of any
member of the Party in the State/Region
concerned if, in the view of the State/Re-
gional Committee such a member's con-
tinuance in the Party is not considered to be
in the Party’s interest. A member aggrieved

3

by such a deecision shall lave the right o
appeal to the National Excentive.

(iii) The National Exceutive may on the recom-
mendation of the State/Regional Unit or on
its own initiative suspend or expel auy
member of the Party whose continuance as
member is not considered to be in e intes
rest of the Party,

5. SUBSCRIPTION
(2) Every member of the Party shall pay o subscrip-

tion of Re. 1/~ por year, A member can pay his/her
subscription for as many years as he/she desires.
Anyone who pays his/her subscription at o tine
for a period of twenty years or more shall be
deemed to be a member of the Party for life,

(b) A member of the Party will continne as such, as

(c

—

long as he/she pavs his/her subseription, Each
member of the Party will be issued a Party Card
(preferably in his/her reglonal language), The
Cards will be issued by the National Headquarters
of the Party. Renewal of membership shall be

done in such manner as may be preseribed by the
National Executive.

Only members whose membership is current on
the date of the election shall have the right to
vote in Party elections or to serve as Office Dearers
or as members of elective committees.

(d) The membership subscription shall be divided



Letween the various units in the following

manner;
Primary Unit 403
District Unit e 40 2
State/Regional Unit ko 108
National Headquarters ... 10§

(¢) Every Unit shall maintain appropriate accounts
of the receipts and expendituce whicly shall be
available for audit.

6. PRIMARY UNIT

{a) A Primary Unit of the Party shall be formed in
respect of every Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency in the State or Region. Provided that the
Executive Committee of the State or Region muay
for more effective and convenient organising of
the Party’s work, authorise the formation of a
Primary Unit for an arca comprising more than
one Legislative Assembly Constituency or for an

area smaller than a Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency.

(b) Every such Primary Unit shall elect a Primary
Unit Committee provided there are not less than
50 members enrolled in that Primary Unit; and
provided that these 50 members are spread over
at least one-third of the number of polling stations
in the area of the primary unit concerned.

(c) Such of those members who represent the
Primary Unit on the District Committee but are
not members of the Primary Committee concerned

shnllheimﬂe:;:.ilmuungs of_l;:el’rimnrym-_.
mittee. They have the right to partici
in discussions but not the right to vote. i

7. DISTRICT COMMITTEE

{a) For every Revenue District of the State, there

shall be a District Committee constituted of such

number as wmay be preseribed by the Executive

Commitlee of the State or Region, Provided how-

ever that the Exccutive Committee of the State

or Region may, for more efficient and convenient
discharge of the Party’s work, designate a Lok

Sabha constituency as a “district”™ for this purpose;

and provided further that there are at least two

Primary Units in the District concerned.

Such a District Committee shall be elected by

the eclected members of the Primary Unit Com-

mittee of that District by proportional represen-
lation as set out in Appendix A annexed hereto,

Each District Committee shall elect a President,

one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,

one or more Joint Seerctarics and one or more

Treasurers.

(d) Presidents and Secretaries of Primary Units ik’
that district shall be ex-officio members of the
District Committee with the right to vote,

{e) Such of those members who represent the District
Unit on the State/Regional Council but are not
members of the District Committee concerned
shall be invited to mectings of the Distriet Com-

(b}

()
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(b) The General Council shall be constituted of not
less than 3 and not more than 20 from each State
or Region as the case may be.

The number allotted to each State or Regional
Unit between the minimum and the maximum
mentioned in sub-clwse (b)) shall o determined

in proportion to the number of members enrolled
in the State or Region,

(<)

(d) The members of the General Council allotted to

a State or Region shall be elected by the appro-

priate State or Regional Council by proportional

representation as set out in Appendix A annexed

hereto,

(e) (i) Swatantra Party Members of Parlinment, the
Presidents and Genern) Secretaries of State/
Regional Units and Leaders, Deputy Leaders
and Chief Whips of the Party's Groups in
the various State Assemblies and Councils
shall be invited to meetings of the General
Council if they are not already members
thereof. They shall have the right to partici-
pate in the discussions at such meetings but
not to vote.

(ii} Past presidents of the Parly shall be full
members of the General Council.
10. QUORUM

The Quoram at all meetings of all elective bodies
from the Primary Unit level upto the National level

6

shall be one-seventh of the total strenzth ol tiat body,
or five, whichever is higher.

11. ABSENCE FROM MEETINGS

Cilice Bearers and members of all clective hadies
from the Primary level upto the National level who
absent themselves [rom three conseentive meetings of
their respective committees and couneils withont leave
of absence shall be deemed to huve vacated their seats
or offices.

12. NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

(u) The General Council shall elect the Natipnal
Exccutive of the Party.

(b)Y The National Exceutive shall consist of n Presi-
dent, one or wwore Viee-Presidonts, o General
Secretary, ono or more Joint Secretaries, one or
more Treasurers and not less than 10 and oot
more than 20 members.

{¢) The election of Office Bearers and membiers of the
National Executive shall take place at a meeting
of the General Couneil and, il possible, such

meeting may be held on the eve of the National
Convenlion,

(d) The National Executive shall be competent and
shall have the power:

(i) to take all such nctions and decisions and
to do all such things and acts as it may con-
sider necessary or desirable in furtherance
of the Partv’s objective; and



mittee. They shall have the right to participate in  (d) (i) Swatantra Party MPs from the State and

the discussions but not the right to vote.

{(f} Where the sirength of a District Committee
exceeds twenty-five it may elect a District Work-
ing Committee in such manner and constituted of
such number as the Executive Commitlee of the
State or Region may prescribe provided, however,
that there shall be at least one representative on
such Working Cammittee from each Primary Unit
in the District.

B. STATE OR REGIONAL COUNCIL
{a) For every State or any part thereof which may
be recognised by the General Council to be a

region for this purpose, there shall be a State
or Regional Council.

(b) Everv such State or Regional Council shall be
constituted of such number as may be preseribed
from Ume to time by the Nationnl Executive,
Such a State or Regional Council shall be elected
by the elected members of all the District Com-
mittees in the State or Region by the method of
proportional representation as set out in Appendix
A annexed hereto.

(c

—

Each State or Regional Council shall elect an
Executive Committee consisting of a President,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,
one or more Joint Secretaries, one or more
Treasurers, and not less than 10 and not more
than 20 other members.

Members of the State Legislative Assembly
and State Legislative Council and Presidenms
of District Committees shall be invited 1o
mectings of the State or Regional Council,
if they are not already members thereol,
They shall have the right to participate in
the discussions of such meetings, but not to
vote,

(ii) Leaders. Depnty Leaders and Chicl Whips
of the Party’s Groups in the State Legisla.
tures shall be invited to mectings of the
State/Regional Executive Committee con-
cermned, to participate in the discussions at
such meetings bul not to vote,

{iil) Such of those members wha represent the
State/Regional Unit on the Generul Couneil
but are not members of the State Bemional
Council concerned, shall be invited to meet-
ings of the State/Regional Council, They
shall have the right to participate in the dis-
cussions but not the right o vote.

(i) Past Presidents of State/Tegional Units shalt
be [ull members of the State/Regionke’
Council.

9. GENERAL COUNCIL
{a) There shall be a General Council of the Party

consisting of not more than 250 persons.



(ii) to raise funds, collect subscriptions and to the National Executive whose decision shall be
= borrow moneys for the purpose. final.

1'5. iy B (e} Notwithstanding anything to the contrary cun-

] tained in sub-cliuses (a) and (b) above, the
(a) :Il_‘;eb:'e mi;h:“ be sct up e Election General Sccrctary of the Party at the National
Sy or ge or mare 5 ¢s or l‘es*m? con- Ile-.u.!.qunrluﬂ may, al any time after waking such
pusleiSrmTmow el sk e
that erence of an o n
gns;:;:gm :;rill;{lhe Executive CNE':IILM ‘:: dispute to the m:g. Election Tribunal or, as the
18 or the Regions concerned. pu be, to the National Election Tribunal
relating to all elections at the Primary or District f}’: .l’;‘:EL of the dt;qn:odn:lmn shall \M“::!
Ul_lll: level, or concerning elections from the aperative and shall have no clfeet until the deter-
D;"d?dr‘i'"“ll;“ "ll’::v::;::li “m‘ S':":;’n’].:" I"i mination of the dispite by the Election Tribunal,
referr y the o ate/Tiegiona
Unit to the State Election Tribunal concemned for () &Il mnlmrlduf the Party ng P mr‘"‘:}'ﬂu{m“ ':]'ul?g
decdon, Apgesis i he decions of th St Sectln, ifpues o Courof L nd e
Election Tribunals shall lie (within one month '

{
from the date thereof) to the National Election &55‘:? may be, of the National Exccutive shall

Tribunal whose decision shall be final,

(b) There shall be sct up a National Election Tribunal 14. CO-OPTIONS
constituted in such manner and composed of such  (a) The General Council shall be entitled to co-opt

persons as the National Executive may direct. All members who shall not be mare than one-tenth
disputes relating to all elections at the National of the number of its elected members.
level or concerning elections from the State or (b) The President shall, for giving representation to
Regional level to the National level shall be unrepresented  States or Regions or for other
o referred by the Ceneral Secrctary of the Party reasons, have the power to nominate not more
{at the National Headquarters) to the National than 7 members to the General Couneil,
Election Tribunal for decision. Appeals from the (c¢) The State or Regional Councils shall be entitled
decisions of the National Election Tribunal shall to co-opt a number of members not more than
lie (within one month from the date thercof) to one-tenth of the number of their elected members.
T



(d) A State or Regional Council shall have the power
to authorise a District or Primary Unit Committee
to co-opt members in number not more than one-
tenth of the number of elected members of such

15. PARTY ELECTIONS

(a) The first elections to the Primary Unit Com-
mittees, District Committees, State or Regional
Councils and General Council shall be held be-
fore the end of 1964 and thereafter fresh elections
shall be held by the end of every altemate year.
Provided that elections shall not be postponed
for more than one year without the approval of
the General Council.

(b) Workers and Life Workers duly cnrolled by
July 81, 1964, and Life Members enrolled on or
before December 31, 1963, will be entitled to
vote in the first elections to the bodies referred
to in sub-clause (a).

{c) The elections to the State and Regional Executive
Committees and the National Executive shall be
held as soon as practicable after the elections to
the Committees and Couneils are held as pro-
vided in sub-clause (a).

(d) The procedure for the conduct of Party elections
shall be such as may be preseribed by the National
Executive from time to time,

16, NATIONAL CONVENTION

{a) The National Convention of the Party shall be
held at least once every two years,

" (b) The Convention shall be constituted of delegates™

elected on the basis of direct election by Mem-
bers of the Party in such manner as may be
preseribed by the National Executive.

{e) The appropriate strength of delegates from each
State shall be determined by the National
Executive,

17. STATE OR REGIONAL CONVENTION

(a) Every State or Region as the case may he shall
hold a Convention of the Party at least once in
two years for making recommendations in regard
to the policy of the Party and for deciding policy
in respect of matters relating to the State or the
Region concemned.

(b) Delegates to such Convention shall be clected on
the basis of direct election by Members in the
State or Region in such manner as may be pre-
scribed by the Executive Committee of the State
aor Hegion.

18. RULES

(a) The General Council shall have the power to
prescribe by rules and directions such matters as
are herein provided to be so prescribed and such
other matters which may be necessary for or
incidental 1o carrying out the objects of the Party,

{b) Subject to the rule making powers of the General
Council, the National Executive shall have the



(e

—

power to frame such rules and to issue such direc-
tions and instructions as may be necessary for or

incidental to carrying out the programme or
activities of the Party.

Subject to the provisions of sub-clauses (a) and
(b) of this Clause, every State or Regional
Council shall have the power to prescribe by rules
and directions, and subject thereto every State or
Regiopal Executive Commitiee shall have the
power to prescribe by rules, directions and instruc-
tions such matters as are herein provided to be
so prescribed and such other matters as may be

".

found necessary out its functions and
duties in accordance with this Constitution,
AMENDMENTS

Amendments to the Constitution may be made at

the National Convention of the Party:
(a) on the recommendation of the General Council

by a majority of delegates present and voting at
such Convention, or

(b) on a proposal by 200 Members of the Party by
a three-fourths

majority of the delegates present
Il:ld. vating, provided 50 davs” clear wotice thegent
had been given to the National Exccutive.



APPENDIX — A

PROCEDURE FOR VOTING AT PARTY ELECTIONS

I. The voting procedure set out in this Appendix
shall be applicable for election of Office Bearers
and Members of Commiittees and Councils at all
lecels, e

(i) Elections at the Primary Unit Level, and
from the Primary Unit Loevel to the District
Level;

(ii) Elections at the District Unit Level and from
the District Unit Level to the State/Regional
Level;

(iii) Elections at the State/Negional Unit Level
and from the State/Regional Unit Level to the
National Level;

{iv) Elections at the National Level,

Il. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS
The procedure sct out in sub-paras (1) to (4) of
this paragraph shall apply for election of Office
Bearers to the following (or similar) categories of
offices:

(a) One President or Chairman
(b) One or more Vice Presidents® or
Vice-Chairmen®

* 1f and where considered necessary

(e) One Secretary or General Sceeretary @
(d) One Treasurer

(e} One or more Joint Scerclurices®

(F) Oune or more Joint Treasurers®

(1) Two or more Sertineers (who are not them-
selves candidates) shall bo appointed before the come
mencement of voting, which shall be by seerot ballot.

i

(2) There shall be separate voting for clections to
each category of office.

(3)(a) Where only one Office-Bearer is to be elected
to any office {or only one vacancy to be filled
up in any category of office) the voting shall
be by casting a single vote, to be marked by
the voter on the ballot paper against the
cndidate of his cholce from wmong the con-
testing candidates shown on the ballot paper,
If more than one vote is marked agninst arke’
one eandidate, such votes shall count as one
vole,

(b)

@ The description “General Seeretary™ would be appropriate
at the State/Tegional and National lovels; at the Primary Unit
and District Level the al‘l.l“.{il'l"llll 'Sl'\:lrt:lry" waoull e mone

appropriate,

10



cd the largest number-of valid votes as there
arc vacancies to be flled shall be declared
clected; and in the event of equality of votes
between two or more candidates for the last
vacancy to be filled up the scrutincers shall
ascertain the result of the clection for that
position by drawing lots between such
candidates.

. ELECTION TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES

(1) For every election to Primary Unit Committecs
and to the Executive Committees al the Stute/
Regional and National levels, the voting shall be b
the system of single non-transferable vote, where ea
voter shall have (and may cast) as many votes, of
equal preference, as there are vacancies to be filled
up from among the candidates shown on the hallot
paper.

(2} Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the

lot paper against the candidates of his clivice from
among the contesting candidates shown on the ballot
paper.

(3) A voter may not cast more than one vote for
any one candidate; but if he did 5o, such votes would
count only as one vete,

(4) The voter shall not cast votes in favour of
more candidates than the number of vacancies to be
filled up: any ballot paper nol complying with this
condition shall be declared invalid. So, too, every ballot
paper which discloses in any manner, the identity of
the voter shall be declared invalid.*

(5) The scrutiny of ballot papers wid the tabul.
ating and counting of votes shall Le done by e
serutineers as soon as possiblo after the vating is over.

(6) The candidates or their representatives (one
for each candidate) may be present during the sert-
iny of ballot papers and the tabulating and counting
of votes,

(7) As many of those candidates who have secured
the largest number of valid votes as there are vacan-
cies to be Glled shall be declared elected; and in the
event of oquality of votes hetween two or more
candidates for the Jlast vacancy to he lilled up, the
scrutineers shall ascertain the result of the election,
for that position ly drawing lots between nldh‘
candidates. .

U

I¥. ELECTION TO DISTRICT COMMITTEES,

STATE COUNCILS AND GENERAL COUNCIL
In every election to District Counnittees nunde
Article 7 of the Constitution, to Stale ar Regiona
Councils under Article 8 of the Constitution and to
the General Council under Article 9 of the Uonsti-
tution, election shall be by proportional representa-
Liomn.

V. In the foregeing paragraphs, the word ‘voler’
with reference to any election shall mean the persons
entitled and eligible to vote ut that election.

* A voter shall be at liberty 1o cast fens voles than the number
ol vacancies to be flled up, without l'!'llﬁll‘ﬂﬂllillt‘ hallat paper
invalid: e.g. f there arc ten vacancies to be lled but a voter
cliooses to cast votes only agalnst elght candidates, be
at liberty to do so.

Published by S. V. Raju, Execulive Secrelary, Swalantra Party, Nalional Headquariers,
143 M. G. Road, Bombay 400 001. Printed at Inland Prinlers. 55 Gamdevl Ad,, Bombay 400 007
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(c) If votes are marked against more than one

candidate, such hallot paper shall be declar-
ed invalid; so, too, every ballot paper which
discloses in anv manner the identity of the
voter shall be declared invalid.

(d) The scrutiny of hallot papers und the count-

ing of votes should be done by the scrutineers
as soon as possible after the voting is over.

{e) The candidates or their representatives (one

for each candidate) may be present during
the scrutiny of hallot papers and counting of
votes.

(f) The candidate securing the highest number

of valid votes shall be declared elected; and
in the event of equality of votes between
two or more candidates securing the Jargest
number of votes, the scrutineers shall ascer-
tain the result of the election by drawing lots
between each eandidate,

(4) Where two or more Office Bearers are to be
elected to anv category of office (or when there are
two or more vacancies in a category to be filled up)
the voting shall be by the system of single non-trans-
ferable vote, where each voter shall cast as many voles
of equal preference as there are vacancies to be filled
from among the contesting candidates shown on the
ballot paper, as follows:—

(i) For each category of Office Bearers eleclion,

each voter shall have (and may cast) as many
voles as there are vacancies to be flled up;

11

(e.g. for the election of two Viee-Presidents =
each voter shall have two votes).

(ii) Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the
ballot paper against the candidates of hix
choice from among the contesting candidiates
shown on the hallot paper.

(1) A voter may not cast more than one vote for
any one candidate; bt if he did o, such votes
would count only as one vote,

(iv) The voter shall not cast votes in favonr of more
canddidates than the number of vacancies to e
filled up; any ballot paper not complying with
this condition shall be declared fnvalid, So,
too, every ballot paper which discloses in any
manner the identity of the voter shall he
declared invalid *

(v) The serutiny of ballot papers and the tabulat.
ing and counting of votes shall be done by the
scrutineers as soon as possible after the voting
is over.

(vi} The candidates or their representalives (one
for each candidate) may be present during the
scrutiny of ballot papers and the tabulating
and counting of votes.

(vii) As many of those candidates who have secur-

* A voter shall be at liberty to cast less voles than the number
af vacancies to be filled up, without rendering the hallot paper
invalid; e.g. if there are three vacancies to be Fflled in any
category of office but a voter choases to cast votes anly against
twn candidates he will be at libertv to do so.






SWATANTRA PARTY

Lot ]

CONSTITUTION

1. HAME
The mme of the Party shall be thie Swatantra Party.

2. OBJECTIVE

The Objective of the Party shall be to further and
endeavour to put into effect the principles adopted
by the Party’s Preparatory Convention in Bombay on
August 1 and 2, 1959, and such policies and pro-
grammes as the Party may from time to time adopt
in furtherance of those principles.

3. HEADQUARTERS

The National Headquarters of the Party shall he
located at such place as may bhe decided by the
General Council, The Headquarters of the Party in
each State or Region shall be located at such place
as may be decided by the State or Regional Council.

4. MEMBERSHIP

(a] Every person above the age of 18 who subscribes
in writing 1o the principles of the Party, pays the
prescribed fee and expresses his readiness to
work for the Party will be eligible to he a Member
of the Party; provided that he/she is not a mem-
ber of any other political party. If he/she is a
member of any other political party, he/she shall

resign his/her membership of that party and this
fact must e declared in o mner prevscrilual by
the Party.

(b) Work for the Party may he any of the following
activities:

{1} Enrolling new membens:

(i) Campaigning for the Party;

(iii) Attending to public gricvances on behall
of the Party and securing their redress;

{iv) Functioning, when called upaon, as prospec-
tive candidate of the Party to an elective
public body;

(v) Collection of funds;

(vi) Acceptance of executive responsibilitics in
the Party;

Preparation of literature;

Distribution of literatire; )
(ix) Organisation of study circles and meetings;
(x) Helping to run Party Offices;

(xi) Any other approved activity.

(vii)
( viii)

{e) The State/Regional Executive Committee shall
be competent to frame mles in this behalf,



——

(d) D‘h;tgshmhreprdmtbemlmtnfmbul

be taken by the District Unit. Where there

i are no district units, decisions shall be taken by
the State/Regional Executive or any Gﬂ'u!t
designated by it for the purpose; provided that:

(i) a District Unit may suspend a member of the

(ii

-

Party in the district concerned if in the view
of the District Unit, such a member’s con-
tinuance in the Party is not considered to
be in the interests of the Party, The District
Unit concerned shiall then report tie suspen-
sion to the Stale/Regional Committee, 11
after due consideration, the State/Regional
Comumittee desires ta either confirm the sus-
pension ar recommend his/her expulsion, it
shall make an appropriate recommendation
to the National Exccutive.

A member aggrieved by such a decision of
the District Unit may appeal to the State/
Regional Unit and if aggrieved by the deci-
sion of the State/Regional Unit, he/she shall
bave the right of appeal to the National
Execulive.

Any State/Regional Committee may on its
own initiative, suspend or recommend to the
National Executive the expulsion of any
member of the Party in the State/Region
concerned if, in the view of the State/Re-
gional Committee such a member’s con-
tinuance in the Party is not considered Lo be
in the Party’s interest. A member aggrieved

by such a decision shall have the right to
appeal to the National Exceutive,

(iii) Tho National Executive may on the recom-
mendation of the State/Regional Unit or on
its own mitiative suspend or expel any
member of the Party whose continuance as
wember is not considercd to he in the e
rest of the Party.

5. SUBSCRIPTION

(a) Every memboer of the Party shall pay o subserip-
tion of Re. 1/- per year, A el cin pay his/her
subscription for as many years as he/she desires,
Anyone who pays his/her subscription at a time

for & peried of twenly years or more shall e
deemed to be a member of the Party for life.

(b} A member of the Party will continue as such, as
long as he/she pays his/her subscription, Each
member of the Party will be issued o Party Card
(preferably in his/her regional linguage). The
Cards will be issued by the National Headquarters
of the Party. Renewal of membership shall be
done in such manner ns may be preseribed by the
National Executive.

(¢) Only members whose membership is current on
the date of the election shall have the right to
vote in Party elections or to serve as Office Bearers
or as members of elective commitlees,

(d) The membership subscription shall be divided
3



between the various units in the following

manner:
Primary Unit G A%
District Unit e 403

State/Regional Unit 5o 108
National Headquarters ... 10%

{e) Every Unit shall maintain appropriate accounts
of the receipts and espenditure which shall be
available for audit.

6. PRIMARY UNIT

(1) APrimary Unit of the Party shall be formed in
respect of every Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency in the State or Region. Provided that the
Executive Committee of the State or Region may
for more ellective and convenient organising of
the Party's work, authorise the formation of a
Primary Unit for an area comprising more than
one Legislative Assembly Constituency or for an
area smaller than a Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency.

(b

—

Every such Primary Unit shall elect a Primary
Unit Committee provided there are not less than
50 members enrolled in that Primary Unit; and
provided that these 50 members are spread over
at least one-third of the number of polling stations
in the area of the primary unit concerned.

{c

—

Such of those members who represent the
Primary Unit on the District Committee but are
not members of the Primary Committee concerned

shall be invited to meetings of the Primary Gom-.
mittee. They shall have the right to participate
in discussions but not the right to vote.

7. DISTRICT COMMITTEE
(a) For every Revenue District of the State, there

shall be a District Committee constituted of such
number as may be prescribed by the Executive
Committee of the State or Region. Provided how-
ever that the Executive Committee of the State
or Region may, for more efficient and convenient
discharge of the Party's wark, designate a Lok
Sabha constitueney as a “district” lur this purpose;
and provided further that there are at least two
Primary Units in the District concemoed.

(b} Such a District Committee shall be clected by

the clected members of the Primary Unit Com-
mittee of that District by proportional represen-
tation as set out in Appendix A aonexed hereta,

(¢) Each District Committee shall elect a President,

one ar more Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,
one or more Joint Secretaries and one or more
Treasurers.

(d) Presidents and Secrctaries of Primary Units in_/

that district shall be ex-officic members of the
District Committee with the rght to vole

(e) Such of thase members who represent the District

Unit on the State/Regional Couneil but are not
members of the District Committee coneernid
shall be invited to meetings of the Distriet Com-




mittee. They shall have the right to participate in
the discussions but not the right to vote.

(f) Where the strength of a District Committee
exceeds twenty-five it may elect a District Work-
ing Committee in such manner and constituted of
such number as the Executive Commitiee of the
State or Region may prescribe provided, however,
that there shall be at least one representative on
such Working Committes from each Primary Unit
in the District.

8. STATE OR REGIONAL COUNCIL
{a) For every State or any part thereof which may
be recognised by the General Council to be a

region for this purpose, there shall be a State
or Regional Council.

(b) Every such State or Regional Comneil shall be
constituted of such number as may be prescribed
from time to time by the National Executive.
Such a State or Regional Council shall be elected
by the elected members of all the Distriet Com-
mittees in the State or Negion by the method of
proportional representation as set out in Appendix
A annexed hereto.

Each State or Regional Council shall elect an
Executive Committee consisting of a President,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,
one or more Joint Secretaries, one or more
Treasurers, and not less than 10 and not more
than 20 other members.

s

(c

(d) (i) Swatantra Party MPs from the State and

Members of the State Legislative Assombly
and State Legislative Council und Presidents
of District Committees shall be invited to
meetings of the State or Regional Couneil,
if they are mot already members thereol.
They shall have the right to participate in
the discussions of such meetings, but not ta
vote.

(ii) Leaders. Deputy Leaders and Chicf Whips
of the Party’s Gronps in the State Legisla-
tures shall be invited to mectings of the
State/Regional Exeeutive Commitice con-
cermed, to participate in the discussions at
such meetings hut not to vole.

(iii) Such of those members who reprosent the
State/Regional Unit on the Ceneral Conncil
but are not members of the State Regional
Council concerned, shall be invited to meot-
ings of the State/Regional Cownetl. They
shall have the right to participate in the dis
cussions but not the right o vate,

(iv) Past Presidents of State/Regional Units shall
be full members of the State/Riegional
Council.

8. GENERAL COUNCIL
(a) There shall be a General Council of the Party

consisting of not more than 250 persons,



(b) The General Council shall be constituted of not
less than 3 and not more than 20 from each State
or Region as the case may be.

(¢) The number allotted to each State or Regional
Unit between the minimum and the maximum
mentioned in sub-clouse (b) shall be determined
in proportion to the number of members enrolled
in the State or Region.

(d) The members of the General Council allotted to
a State or Region shall be elected by the appro-
priate State or Begional Council by proportional

representation as set out in Appendix A annexed
hereto.

(e) (i) Swatantra Party Members of Parliament, the
Presidents and General Secretaries of State/
Regional Units and Leaders, Deputy Leaders
and Chief Whips of the Party’s Groups in
the various State Assemblies and Councils
shall be invited to meetings of the Ceneral
Council if they are not already members
thereof. They shall have the right to partici-
pate in the discussions at such meetings but
not to vote,

Past presidents of the Party shall be full
members of the General Council,

(ii)

10. QUORUM

The Quorum at all meetings of all elective bodies
from the Primary Unit level upto the National level

shall be one-seventh of the total strenzzth of thatdody,
or five, whichever is ligher. b,

11. ABSENCE FROM MEETINGS

Cflice Bearers and members of all elective bodies
from the Primary level upto the National level who
absent themselves from three consecutive meetings of
their respective committees and councils without leave
of absence shall be deemed to have vacated their seats
or oflices.

12, NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

() The Geneml Couneil shall eleet the National
Executive of the Party.

(b) The National Executive shall consist of a Presi-
demt, one or more Vice-Presidents, a General
Secretary, one or more Joint Secretaries, one or
more Treasurers and not less than 10 and not
more than 20 members.

{c) The election of Olfice Bearers and members of the
National Executive shall take place at o meeting
of the General Couneil and, if possible, such
meeling may be held on the eve ol the National
Convention.

(d} The National Exceutive shall be competent aw
shall have the power:

(i) to take all such actions and decisions and
to do all such things amnd aets as it iay eon-
sider necessary or desirohle in furtherance
of the Party's objective: amd




{ii) to raise funds, collect subscriptions and to
borrow moneys for the purpose.

13. ELECTION TRIBUNALS
{2) There shall be set up one or more Election

Tribunals for one or more States or Regions, con-
stituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct after
consultations with the Executive Committees of
the States or the Regions concerned. All disputes
relating to all elections at the Primary or District
Unit level, or concerning elections from  the
District level to the State/Regional levels shall be
referred by the President of the State/Regional
Unit to the State Election Tribunal concerned far
decision. Appeals from the decisions of the State
Election Tribunals shall lie (within one month
from the date thereof) to the National Election
Tribunal whose decision shall be final,

(b) There shall be set up a National Election Tribunal

constituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Exccutive may direct. All
disputes relating to all elections at the National
level or concering elections from the State or
Regional level to the National level shall be
referred by the General Secretary of the Party
(at the National Headquarters) to the National
Election Tribunal for decision. Appeals from the
decisions of the National Election Tribunal shall
lie (within one month from the date thereof) to

ﬁ“:;!.mw Exccutive whose decision shall be

{c) Notwithstanding anything to the conlrary con-

(d)

(a)

(b

(e

—

tained in sub-clauscs (a) and (b) above, the
General Secretary of the Party at the National
Headquarters may, at any time after making such
inquiry as may be passible in the clrcumstances,
direct that pending the reference of an election
dispute to the State Election Tribunal or, as the
case may be, to the National Elcetion Tribunal
the results of the disputed election shall not be
operative and shall have no effect vutil the deter-
mination of the dispute by the Election Tribunal.

Members of the Party are prohibited from taking

election disputes into Courts of Law and the

decision of the National Election Tribunal or, as

Lheﬂmr may be, of the National Executive shall
e hnal.

CO-OPTIONS

The General Council shall be entitled to co-opt
memhbers who shall not be more than one-tenth
of the ntimber of jls elected members.

The President shall, for giving representation to
unrepresented  States or Regions or for other
reasons, have the power to nominale not more
than 7 members to the General Conneil,

The State or Regional Councils shall he entitled
to co-opt a number of members not more thin
one-tenth of the namber of their elected members.



(d) A State or Regional Council shall have the power
to authorise a District or Primary Unit Committee
to co-opt members in number not more than one-
Lc:ilh of the number of elected members of such

ies.

15. PARTY ELECTIONS
(a) The first elections to the Primary Unit Com-
mittees, District Committees, State or Regional
Councils and General Council shall be held be-
fore the end of 1064 and therealter fresh elections
shall be held by the end of every alternate year.
Provided that elections shall not be postponed
for more than one year without the approval of
the General Council.
Workers and Life Workers duly enrolled by
July 31, 1964, and Life Members enrolled on or
before December 31, 1963, will be entitled to
vote in the first elections to the bodies referred
to in sub-clause (a).
The elections to the State and Regional Executive
Committees and the National Executive shall be
held as soon as practicable after the elections to
the Committees and Councils are held as pro-
vided in sub-clause {a).
(d) The procedure for the conduct of Party elections
shall be such as may be prescribed by the National
Executive from time to time.

(b)

—

(e

16. NATIONAL CONVENTION

(a) The National Convention of the Party shall be
held at least once every two years.

(b) The Convention shall be constituted of delegates-
elected on the basis of direct election by Mem-
bers of the Party in such manner as may bo
prescribed by the National Exccutive,

(¢) The appropriate strength of delegates from each
State shall be determined by the National
Executive.

17. STATE OR REGIONAL CONVENTION

(a) Every State or Region as the case may be shall
hold a Convention of the Party at least onee in
two years for making recommendations in regard
to the policy of the Party and for deciding policy
in respect of matters relating to the State or the
Region concerned.

(b) Delegates to such Convention shall he elected on
the basis of direct election by Members in the
State or Region in such manner as may be pre-
seribed by the Executive Commilttes of the State
or Region.

18. RULES

(a) The General Council shall have the power to
prescribe by rules and direclions such matters as
are herein provided to be so presciibed and such
other matters which may be necessary for or
incidental to carrying out the objects of the Party.

(b) Subject to the rule making powers of the General
Council, the National Executive shall have the



{ii) to raise funds, collect subscriptions and to
borrow moneys for the purpose.

13. ELECTION TRIBUNALS
(a) There shall be sct up one or more Election

Tribunals for one or more States or Regions, con-
stituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct after
consullations with the Executive Committees of
the States or the Regions concerned. All disputes
relating 1o all elections at the Primary or District
Unit level, or concerming clections from  the
District level to the State/Regional levels shall be
referred by the President of the State/Regional
Unit to the State Election Tribunal concerned for
decision. Appeals from the decisians of the State
Election Tribunals shall lie (within one month
from the date thereof} to the National Election
Tribunal whose decision shall be final.

(b) There shall be set up a National Election Tribunal

constituted in such manner and composed of such
persans as the National Executive may direct. All
disputes relating to all elections at the National
level or concerning elections from the State or
Regional level to the National level shall be
referred by the General Secretary of the Party
(at the National Headquarters) to the National
Election Tribunal for decision. Appeals from the
decisions of the National Election Tribunal shall
lie (within one month from the date thereof) to

=1

lhoLNa,tiomI Executive whose decision shall be
final 5

(c) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary con-

(d)

14.

tained in subkclauses (a) and (b) above, the
CGeneral Secretary of the Party at the National
Headquarters may, at any time after making such
inquiry as may be possible in the circumstances,
direct that pending the reference of an election
dispute to the State Election Tribunal or, as the
case may be, to the National Election Tribunal
the results of the disputed clection shall not he
operative and shall have no cffeet nntil the deter-
mination of the dispute by the Election Tribunal.

Members of the Party are prohibited from taking
election disputes into Courts of Law and the
decision of the National Election Tribunal or, as

the case may be, of the National Executive shall
be final.

CO-OPTIONS

{a) The General Council shall be entitled to co.opt

members who shall not be more than one-tenth
of the number of its elected members.

(b) The President shall, for giving representation to

{c)

unrepresented  States or Regions or for other
reasons, have the power to nominate not mare
than 7 members to the Genernl Council.

The State or Regional Councils shall be entitled
to co-opt a number of members not more than
one-tenth of the number of their elected members.



power to frame such rules and to issue such direc- found necessary to carry out its functions and
tions and instructions as may be necessary for or duties in accordance with this Constitution.
incidental to carrying out the programme or

18. AMENDMENTS

nctivities oE e ERiE Amendments to the Constitution may be made at
(c) Subject to the provisions of sub-clauses (a) und the National Convention of the Party:

(b) of this Clause, every State or Regional (a) on the recommendation of the General Council

Council shall have the power to prescribe by rules by a majority of delegates present and voting at

and directions, and subject therelo ’hc:nery l:‘tnlc ;:: such Convention, or

Regional Executive Committee ve b) on a proposal by 200 Members of the Party b

power to prescribe by rules, directions and instruc- : a three-fourths bn{afurity of the delegates p;r'sm‘;

tions sucli matters as are herein provided to be

and voting, provided 30 days’ clear notice thereol
so prescribed and such other matters as may be had been given to the National Executive.



I. The wvoting

APPENDIX — A

PROCEDURE FOR VOTING AT PARTY ELECTIONS

procedure set out in this Appendix
shall be applicable for election of Office Bearers
and Members of Committees and Councils at all
lecels, le.

(1) Elections at the Primary Unit Level, and
from the Primary Unit Level to the District
Level;

(ii) Elections at the District Unit Level and from
the District Unit Level to the State/Ilegional
Level;

(iii) Elections at the State/Regional Unit Level
and from the State/Regional Unit Level to the
National Level;

(iv) Elections at the National Level.

ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS

The procedure set out in sub-paras (1) to (4) of

this paragraph shall apply for election of Office

Bearers to the following (or similar) categorics of

offices:

(a) One President or Chairman

{b) One or more Vice Presidents® or
Vice-Chairmen®

* If and where considered necessary

(c¢) One Secretary or General Secrelary@
(d) One Treasurer

{e) One or more Joint Secretaries®

(f) One or more Joint Treasurcrs®

(1) Two or more Scrutineers (who are nol thein-
selves candlidates) shall be appointed belore the com-
mencement of voting, which shall be by seeret ballot,

[}

(2) There shall be separate voting for cloctions to
each calegory of office.

(3)(a) Where only one Office-Bearer is to be elected
ta any office (ar anly ane vacancy to be illed
up in any category of office) the voting shall’
Le by casting a single vote, to be marked by
the voter on the ballot paper against the
candidate of his choice from among the con-
testing candidates shown on the hallot paper.

(b)
one candidate, such votes shall count us one
vote.

@ The description “General Secretiny™ would be approprinte
at the State/ Megional and National levels; at the Prinvary Unit
and District Level the description “Secrctary”™ would be more
appropriate.

If more than one vote is marked against any



position by drawing lots hetween such
candidates.

Hl. ELECTION TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES

(1) For every election to Primary Unit Committees
and to the Executive Committees at the Stato/

voter shall have (and may cast) as many votes, of
cqual preference, as there are vacancies to be filled
up from among the candidates shown on the ballot
paper.

{2) Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the
ballot paper against the candidates of his choice from
among the contesting candidites shown on the ballot
paper.

(3) A voter may not cast more than one vote for
any one candidate; but if he did so, such votes would
count only as one vote.

() The wvoter shall not cast voles-in favour of
mare candidates than the number of vacancies to he
filled up: any ballot paper nol complying with this
condition shall be declared invalid. So, too, every ballot
paper which discloses in any manner, the identity of
the voter shall be declared invalid.®

(5) The scruting of ballot pa andl the tabul.
ating and counting of votes shall be done by the
scrutineers as soon as possible after the voting is over.

(6) The candidates or their representatives {one
for each candidate} may he present during the sorut-
3:! of ballot papers and the tabulating and counting

votes.

(7) As many of those candidates who have secured
the of valid votes as there are vacan.
cies to be flled shall be declared electedd; and in the
event of equality of votes hetween lwo or more
candidates for the last vacaney 1o he filled up, the
scrutineers shall ascertain the result of the election,
for that position hy dmwing lots between :udh‘
candidates. .

I¥. ELECTION TO DISTRICT COMMITTEES.
STATE COUNCILS AND GENERAL COUNGIL

In every election ta District Committees und;
Article 7 of the Constitution, to Stule or Regiona
Councils under Article § of the Constitution and to
the General Council under Asticle 8 of the Constis
tution, election shall be by proportional representa-
tion.

V. In the foreguing paragraphs, the word ‘voler'
with reference to any election shall mean the persons
entitled and eligible to vote at that election.

* A voter shall be at liberty o cast loas votes than the number
of vacancies to be flled up. without rendering the ballot paper
invalid: e.g. If there arc ten vacancics to be filled hut & veter
chooses to cast votes only aguinst eight candidates, he will be
at liberty to do so.
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{c) If votes are marked against more than one
candidate, such ballot paper shall be declar-
ed invalid; so, too, every ballot paper which
discloses in any manner the identity of the
voter shall be declared invalid.

(d) The scrutiny of hallot papers and the count-
ing of votes should be done by the scrutineers
as soon as possible alter the voting is over.

(e) The candidates or their rc?:wmmum (one
for each candidate) may be present during
the scrutiny of hallot papers and counting of
vates

(f) The candidate securing the highest number
of valid votes shall be declared elected; and
in the event of equality of votes between

two or more candidates securing the largest
number of vates, the scrutineers shall ascer-
tain the result of the election by drawing lots

: between each candidate,

(4) Where two or more Office Bearers are to be
elected to any category of office (or when there arc
two or more vacancies in a category to be filled up)
the voting shall be by the system of single non-trans-
ferable vote, where each voter shall cast as many voles
of equal preference as there are vacancies to be flled
from among the contesting candidates shown on the
ballot paper, as follows: ~

(1) For each category of Office Bearers’ election,
cach voter shall bave (and may cast) as many
voles as there are vacuncies to be filled up;

11

each voter shall have two votes),

(i) Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the
ballot paper amainst the candidates of his
choive from among the contesting candidates
shown on the ballot paper.

A voler may nol cast more than one vote for

any one candidate; but if he did so, such votes

would count only as ane vote.

(iv}) The voter shall not cast votes in favonr of more
candidates than the number of vacancies to be
filled up; any ballot paper not complying with
this condition shall be declared {nvalid. Se,
too, every ballat paper which discloses in any
manner the identity of the voter shall I
declared invalid ®

(v} The scrutiny of ballot papers and the tabulat-
ing and connting of voltes shall be done by the
scrutineers as soon as possible after the voting
is over.

(vi) The candidates or their representalives (one
for each candidate ) may be present during the
scrutiny of ballot papers and the tabunlating
and counting of votes.

(vii) As many of those candidates who have secur-

(i

* A voter shall be st liberty to cast less votes than the number
of vacancies to he filled up, without ng the hallng paper
invalid; e.g. if there are three vacancies to be fAlled in any
eategory of office but a voter chooses 1o cast voles anly against
two candidates he will be at libertv 10 do so.

-

(e Tor the election of twu Viee-Presidents ,_, t
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SWATANTRA PARTY -
CONSTITUTION

1. NAME
The name of the Party shall be the Swatantra Party.

2. OBJECTIVE

The Objective of the Party shall be to further and
endeavour to put into effect the principles adopted
by the Party’s Preparatory Convention in Bombay on
August 1 and 2, 1959, and such policies and pro-
grammes as the Party may from time to time adopt
in furtherance of those principles.

3. HEADQUARTERS

The National Headquarters of the Party shall be
located at such place as may be decided by the
General Council. The Headquarters of the Party in
einch State or Region shall be located at such place
us may be decided by the State or Regional Council.

4. MEMBERSHIP

{a) Everv person above the age of 18 who subscribes
in writing to the principles of the Party, pays the
prescribed fee and expresses his readiness to
work for the Party will be eligible to be a Member
of the Party; provided that he/she is not a mem-
ber of any ather political party. If he/she is a
member of any other political party, he/she shall

resign his/her membership of that party and this
fact must be declared in a manner peesceilssd by
the Party,

(h) Waork for the Party may he any af the lollowing
activities:

(i) Enrulling new membens;

(i1} Campaigning for the Party;
(iii) Attending to public grievances on behalt
of the Party and securing their redress;
(iv) Functioning, when called upon, as prospec-
tive candidate of the Party to an elective
public body;
{v) Collection of unds;
(vi) Acceptance of executive responsibilitivs in
the Party;
(vii) Preparation of literature;
(viii) Distribution of literature;

{(ix) Organisation of study circles and meetings;
{x) Helping to run Party Offices:
(xi) Any ather approved activity.

{e) The State/Regional Executive Committee shall
be competent to frame rules in this behalf,



(d) Decisions in

to the enrolment of mombers

"-'i.’ shall be taken by the District Unit. Where there

are no
the State/Regional Executive or

district units, decisions shall be taken by
any other body

designated by it for the purpose; provided that:
(i) a District Unit may suspend a member of the

(ii

St

Party in the district concerned if in the view
of the District Unit, such a member's con-
tinuance in the Party is not considered to
be in the interests of the Party. The District
Unit concerned shall then report the suspen-
sion to the State/Regional Committee, 11
after due consideration, the State/Reglonal
Commiltee desires to cither confirm the sus-
pension or recommend his/her expulsion, it
shall make an appropriate recommendation
to the National Exccutive.

A member aggrieved by such a decision of
the District Unit may appeal to the State/
Regional Unit and if aggrieved by the deci-
sion of the State/Regional Unit, he/she shall
have the right of appeal to the National
Executive.

Any State/Regional Committee may on its
own initiative, suspend or recommend to the
National Executive the expulsion of any
member of the Party in the State/Region
concerned if, in the view of the State/Re-
gional Committee such a members con-
tinuance in the Party is not considered to be
in the Party’s interest. A member aggricved

by such a decision shall bave the right o
appeal to the National Excontive.

{iii) The National Executive may on the recom-

mendation of the State/Regional Unit or on
its own initiative suspend or expel woy
member of the Party whose continuance as
member is not considercd to be in the inte

rest of the Party.

5. SUBSCRIPTION

{a) Every member of the Party shall pay o subscrip-
tion of ey LA~ poer year, A nwinber can pay his/her
subscription for as many vears as he/she desires,
Anyone who pays his/lier subscription at a time
for a period of twenty years or more shall be
decmed to be a member of the Parly for life.

(b) A member of the Party will continue as such, as
long as he/she pays his/hee subscription. Eaely
member of the Pasty will be fssued a Varty Card
(preferably in his/her regional language). The
Cards will be issued by the National Headquarters
of the Party. Renewal of membership shall be
done in such manner as may be prescribed by the
National Executive.

(c) Only members whose membership is current on
the date of the election shall have the right to
vate in Party elections or to sorve ax Oflice Bogrers
or as members of elective commilttecs.

(d) The membership subseription shall he divided



between the various units In the following

manner:
Primary Unit e AT
District Unit vy 408
State/Regional Unit ki S T
National Headquarters ... 10%

(¢) Every Unit shall maintain appropriate accounts
of the reeecipts and expenditire which shall be
available for audit.

6. PRIMARY UNIT

(a) APrimary Unit of the Party shall be formed in
respect of every Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency in the State or Region, Provided that the
Executive Committee of the State or Region may
for more effective and convenient organising of
the Party's work, authorise the formation of a
Primary Unit for an area comprising more than
one Legislative Assembly Constituency or for an
area smaller than a Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency.

(b) Every such Primary Unit shall elect a Primary
Unit Committee provided there are not less than
50 members cnrolled in that Primary Unit; and
provided that these 50 members are spread over
at least one-third of the number of polling stations
in the arca of the primary unit concerned.

(c) Such of those members who represent the
Primary Unit on the District Committee but are
not members of the Primary Committee concerned

shall be invited to meetings of the Primary -
mittee. They shall have the right to partici
in discussions but not the right to vote.

7. DISTRICT COMMITTEE

(a) For every Revenue District of the State, there
shall be a District Committee constituted of such
number as iy be preseribed by the Exccutive
Committee of the State or Region. Provided how-
ever that the Executive Committew of the State
or Region may, for more efficient and convenient
discharge of the Party’s work, designate a Lok
Sabha constituency as a “district” for this purpose;
and provided further that there arc at least two
Primary Units in the District concemed.

{b) Such a District Committee shall be elected by
the clected members of the Primary Unit Com-
mittee of that District by proportional represen-
tation as set out in Appendix A annexed hereto.

(e) Each District Committee shall elect a President,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Seevetary,
one or more Joint Secretarics and one or more
Treasurers.

(d) Presidents and Secretaries of Primary Units in™
that district shall be ex-officie members of the
District Committee with the right to vole,

(e) Such of those members who represent the District
Unit on the State/Regional Council but are not
members of the District Committee concemed
shall be invited to meetings of the District Com-



mittee. They shall have the right to participate in  (d) (i) Swatantra Party MPs from the State and

. the discussions but not the right to vote.
= (f) Where the strength of a District Committee
exceeds bwenty-fve it may elect a District Work-
. ing Commiittee in such manner and constituted of
such number as the Executive Committee of the
State or Region may prescribe provided, however,
that there shall be at least one representative on
such Working Committee from each Primary Unit
in the District.

8. STATE OR REGIONAL COUNCIL
(a) For every State or any part thereof which may
2 be recognised by the General Council to be a
region for this purpose, there shall be a State
or Regional Council.

{b) Every such State or Regional Council shall be
constituted of such number as may be prescribed
from lime to time by the National Executive.
Such a State or Regional Council shall be elected
by the elected members of all the District Com-
mittees in the State or Region by the method of
proportional representation as set out in Appendix
A annexed hereto.

et

Each State or Regional Council shall elect an
Executive Committee consisting of a President,
one or mare Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,
one or more Joint Secretaries, ane or mare
Treasurers, and not less than 10 and not more
than 20 other members.

- (c

Members of the State Legislative Assembly
and State Legislative Council and Presidents
of District Committees shall be invited to
meetings of the State or Regional Couneil,
if they are not already members thereof,
They shall have the right to participate in
the discussions of such meetings, but not to
vole,

(ii) Leaders. Deputy Leaders and Chicl Whips
af the Party’s Groups in the State Legisla-
tures shall be invited to meetings of the
State/Megional Executive Committee con-
cemed, to participate in the discussions at
such meetings bul not to vote.

(iii) Such of those members who represent the
State/Regional Unit on the General Conneil
but are not members of the State Regionnd
Council concerned, shall be invited to meet-
ings of the State/Regional Council, They
shall have the right to participate in the dis-
cussions but not the right 1o vote.

(iv) Past Presidents of State/Regional Units shall
be full members of the State/Regional
Council.

9. GENERAL COUNCIL
(a) There shall be a General Council of the Parly

consisting of not more than 250 persons.



(b) The General Council shall be constituted of not
less than 3 and not more than 20 from each State
or Region as the case may be.

(¢} The number allotted to each State or Regional
Unit between the minimum and the maximum
mentioned in sub-clause (b) shall be determined

in proportion to the number of members enrolled
in the State or Negion.

(d) The members of the General Council allotted to
a State or Region shall be elected by the appro-
priate State or Negional Council by proportional
representation as set out in Appendix A annexed
hereto.

(o) (i) Swatantra Party Members of Parlinment, the

Presidents and General Seerctaries of State/
Regional Units and Leaders, Deputy Leaders
and Chief Whips of the Parly’s Groups in
the various State Assemblies and Councils
shall be invited to meetings of the General
Council if they are not already members
thereof. They shall have the right to partici-
pate in the discussions at such meetings but
not to vote.

Past presidents of the Party shall be full
members of the General Council.

(ii)

10. QUORUM

The Quorum at all meetings of all elcctive bodies
from the Primary Unit level upto the National level

(i}

shall be one-seventh of the total strenezth of that bady,
or five, whichever is higher. -

11. ABSENCE FROM MEETINGS

OCilice Bearers and menihers of all clective bodies
from the Primary level upto the National level who
absent themselves from three conseeutive meetings of
their respective committees and councils without leave
of absence shall be deemed to linve vacated their seats
or ollices.

12. HATIOMAL EXECUTIVE

(n) The CGenermal Council shall elect the National
Executive of the Party,

(b) The National Executive shall consist of a Presi-
dent, one or more Viee-Presidents, a General
Secretary, one or more Joint Scerelaries, one or
more Treasurers and not less than 10 and not
more than 20 members,

The election of Office Bearers and members of the
National Executive shall take place at a mecting
of the General Council and, if possible, such
meeting may be held on the eve of the Nationp!
Convention. ~

{d) The National Executive shall be competent and
shall have the power:

(e}

(i) to take all such actions and decisions and
to do all such things and acts as it way con-
sider necessary or desirable in furtherance
of the Party’s ahjectives and



ii) to raise funds, collect subscriptions and to
) barrow moneys for the purpose.

13. ELECTION TRIBUNALS
{a) There shall be set up one or more Election

Tribunals for one or more States or Regions, con-
stituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct after
consultations with the Executive Committees of
the States or the Regions concerned. All disputes
relating 1o all elections at the Primary or District
Unit level, or conceming elections from the
District level to the State/Regional levels shall he
referred by the President of the State/Regional
Unit to the State Election Tribunal concermed for
decision. Appeals from the decisions of the State
Election Tribunals shall lie (within one month
from the date thereof) to the National Election
Tribunal whose decision shall be final.

{b) There shall be set up a National Election Tribunal

constituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct. All
disputes relating ta all elections at the National
level or concerning elections from the State or
Regional level to the National level shall be
referred by the General Secretary of the Party
(at the National Headquarters) to the National
Election Tribunal for decision. Appeals from the
decisions of the National Election Tribunal shall
lie (within one month from the date thereof) to

mmumlzmm\nmmmu

(¢) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary con-

(d)

1",

tained in sub-clauses (a) and (b) above, the
General Secretary of the Party ot the National
Headquarters inay, atl any time after making such
inquiry as may be possible in the circimstances,
direet that pending the reforence of an election
dispute to the State Election Tribunal or, as the
case may be, to the National Election Tribunal
the results of the disputed election shall not he
aperative and shall have no effect until the deter-
mination of the dispute by the Election Tribunal.

Members of the Party are prohibited from taking
election disputes into Courts of Law and the
decision of the National Election Tribunal or, as
Ll';e ﬁc::]v.- may be, of the National Exccutive shall

CO-OFTIONS

{a) The General Council shall be entitled to co-opt

members who shall not be more than one-tenth
of the number of its elected members.

(b) The President shall, for giving representation to

(c)

unrepresented  States or Regions or for other
reasons, have the power to nominate not more
than 7 members to the General Council,

The State or Regional Councils shall be entitled
to co-opt a numhber of members not more thiun
one-tenth of the number of their elected members,



(d) A State or Regional Council shall have the power
to authorise a District or Primary Unit Committee
to co-opt members in number not maore than one-
mnfthenumber of elected members of such

15. PARTY ELECTIONS

(a) The first elections to the Primary Unit Com-

mittees, District Committees, State or Regional

Councils and Ceneral Council shall be held be-

fore the end of 1964 and thereafter fresh elections

shall be held by the end of every altemate year.

Provided that elections shall not be postponed

for more than one year without the approval of

the General Council.

Workers and Life Workers duly enrolled by

July 31, 1964, and Life Members enrolled on or

before December 81, 1963, will be entitled to

vote in the first elections to the bodies referred

to in sub-clause (a).

(c) The elections to the State and Regional Executive
Committees and the National Executive shall be
held as soon as practicable after the elections to
the Committees and Councils are held ns pro-
vided in sub-clause (a).

{d) The procedure for the conduct of Party elections
shall be such as may be prescribed by the National
Executive from time to time,

(b)

16, NATIONAL CONVENTION

(a) The National Convention of the Party shall be (b)

held at least once every two years,

8

(b) The Convention shall be constituted of delegates

clected on the basis of direct election by Mem- =

bers of the Party in such manner as may be
prescribed by the National Exccutive.

(e) The appropriate strength of delegates from each
State shall be determined by the National

17. STATE OR REGICHAL CONVENTION

(a) Every State or Region as the case may be shall
hold a Convention of the Parly at least once in
two years for making recommendations in regard
to the policy of the Party and for deciding policy
in respect of matters relating to the State or the
Region concerned,

(b) Delegates to such Convention shall be elected on
the basis of direct election by Members in the
State or Region in such manner as may be pre-
scribed by the Exccutive Committec of the State
or Region,

18. RULES

(a) The General Council shall have the power to
prescribe by rules and dircetions such matters as
are herein provided to be so preseribed and such
other matters which may be necessary for or
incidental to carrying out the objects of the Party.
Subject to the rule making powers of the General
Council, the National Exccutive shall have the

-



power to frame such rules and to issue such direc-
tions and instructions as may be necessary for or

incidental to camrying out the programme or
activities of the Party.

(¢) Subject to the provisions of sub-clauses (a) and
(b) of this Clause, every State or Regional
Council shall have the power to prescribe by rules
and directions, and subject thereta every State ar
Regional Executive Commitlee shall have the
power to prescribe by rules, directions and instruc-
tions such matters as are herein provided to be
so prescribed and such other matters as may be

found necessary to carry out its functions and
duties in accordance with this Constitution,

19, AMENDMENTS

Amendments to the Constitution may be made at
the National Convention of the Party:

(a) on the recommendation of the General Council
hynmjurltynfdalnptu present and voting at
such Convention, or

(b) onl.pmpnul'hym Members of the Party by

three-fourths majority of the delegates present
nnd voting, provided 30 days” clear notice thereol
lhad been given to the National Exccutive.



APPENDIX — A

PROCEDURE FOR VOTING AT PARTY ELECTIONS

I. The voling procedure set out in this Appendix
shall be applicable for clection of Office Bearers
!-l:d JIMl:m!.mrs of Committees and Councils at all

cels, Le.

(i) Elections at the Primary Unit Level, and
from the Primary Unit Level 1o the District
Level;

(il) Elections at the Distriet Unit Level and from
the Illistn'cl Unit Level to the State/Regional
Level;

(iii) Elections at the State/Regional Unit Level
and from the State/Begional Unit Level to the
National Level;

{iv) Elections at the National Level,

Il. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS
The procedure set out in sub-paras (1) to (4) of
this paragraph shall apply for election of Office
Bearers to the following (or similar) categories of
offices:
(a) One President or Chairman
(1) One or more Vice Presidents® or

Vice-Chairmen®*

* If and where considered necessary

() Oune Secrctary or Ceneral Secretary @
{d) One Treasurer

(e) One or more Joint Secretaries®

(f) Oue or more Juint Treasurers®

(1) Two ar more Serutincess (who are ot thome
selves candidates) shall be appointed before the com-
mencement of voting, which shall be by seeret ballat, s

(2) There shall be separate voting for ¢lections to
cach category of office.

(3)(a) Where only one Office-Bearer §s 10 be elected
to any office (or only one vacaney to be filled
up in any category of olfice ) the voling shall’
be by casting a single vole, to be marked by
the voter on the Lallot paper against the
candidate of his choice from among the con-

testing candidates shown on the hallot paper. ()

(b

-—

If more than one vote Is marked agninst any
one candidate, such votes shall count as one
vote.

@ The description “General Scerctary™ womlil ho approprinte

at the State/Hegional and National levels; at the Primary Unit
and District Level the description “Secretury™ would be mare

appropriate,
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cd the largest nunmiber of valid votes as there
are vacancies to be filled shall be declared
clected; and in the event of equality of votes
between two or more candidates for the last
vacancy to be filled up (he scrutineers shall
ascertain the result of the election for that
position by drawing lots between such
candidates.

Iil. ELECTION TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES

(1) For every election to Primary Unit Committecs
and to the Executive Comunittees at the State/
Regional and National levels, the voting shall be by
the system of single non-transferable vote, where each
voler shall have {(and way cast) as many votes, of
cqual preference, as there are vacancies to be filled
up from among the candidates shown on the ballot
paper.

(2) Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the
ballot paper against the candidates of his choice from
among the contesting candidates shown on the ballo
paper.

(3) A voter mayv not cast more than onc vote for
any one candidate; but if he did so, such votes would
count only as one vote.

(4) The voter shall not cast votes in favour of
more candidates than the number of vacancies to he

* filled up: any ballot paper nol complying with this

condition shall be declared invalid. So, too, every ballot
paper which discloses in any manner, the identity of
the voter shall be declared invalid.®

(5) The scrutiny of ballot papers and the tabul-
uting and counting of votes shall be done by the
scrutineers as soan as possible after the voting is over.

(6) The candidates or their representatives (one
for each candidate) may be present during the scrit-

of ballot papers and the tabulating and counting

of votes.

(7) As many of those candidates who have seoured
the largest number of valicl votes as there are vacan-
cies to be flled shall be declared elected; and in the
event of equality of votes between two or more
candidates for the lust vacancy to be filled up, the
serutineers shall ascertain the result of the election
for that pasition by drawing lots between such{
candidates. .

¥

I¥. ELECTION TO DISTRICT COMMITTEES,

STATE COUNCILS AND GENERAL COUNCIL
In every election to District Committees und
Article 7 of the Constitution, to State or Regiona
Conneils under Article 8 of the Constitution and to
the Generul Couneil under Article 9 of the Consti-
tution, election shall be by proportional representa-
tion.

V. In the foreguing paragraphs, the word ‘voler
with reference to any election shall mean the persons
entitled and eligible to vote at that election,

* A voter shall be at libery to cast fear votes than the number
ol vacancies to be flled up, without rendering the ballat paper
invalid: e.g. if there are ten vacancies to be Wled bul a voter
chooses to cast votes only against cight cundidates, he will be
at liberty to do so.
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(¢) If votes are marked against more than one
candidate, such ballot paper shall be declar-
ed invalid; so, too, every ballot paper which
discloses in anv manner the identity of the
voter shall be declared invalid.

(d} The seratiny of hallot papers und the count-
ing of votes should he done by the sermtineers
as soon as possible after the voting is over.

(e) The candidates or their representatives (one
for each candidate) may he present during
the seritiny of hallot papers amld eovnting of
votes.

() The candidate securing the highest number
of valid vates shall be declared elected; and
in the event of equality of votes between

two or more candidates securing the largest

l number of votes, the scrutineers shall ascer-

tain the result of the election by drawing lots
between each candidate,

(4) Where two or more Office Bearers are to be
clected to any category of office (or when there arce
two or more vacancies in a category to be filled up)
the voting shall be by the svstem of single non-trans-
ferable vote, where each voter shall cast as many voles
of equal preference as there are vacancies to he flled
from among the contesting candidates shown on the
ballot paper, as follows:—

(1) For each category of Office Bearers’ élection,

cach voter shall have (and may casl) as many
votes as there are vacancies to be Rlled upy;

11

(e for the election ol o Viee-Presidents
each voter shall have two votes ).

(ii) Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the
ballot paper against the candidates of his
choice from among the contesting candidates
shown on the hallot paper.

(iii) A voter may not cast more than one vote for
any one candidate; hut if he did s, such votes
would count enlv as one vote.

[iv) The vorer shall not cast votes in Favour of mone
candidates than the wimber of vacaneies o be
filled up; any ballot paper not camplying with
this condition shall be declared invalid, So,
too, every ballot paper which discloses in any
manner the identity of the voter shall I
declared invalid *

(v) The scrutiny of ballot papers and the tabulat-
ing and connting of votes shall be done by the
serutineers as soon as possible alter the yoting
is over.

(vi) The candidates or their representalives (one
for each candidate) may be present during the
scrutiny of ballot papers and the tahulating
and counting of votes.

{vii) As many of those candidates who have secur.

* A voter shall be at liberty to cast fexr vates than the number
ol vacancies to be filled up, without rendering the hallot paper
invalid; e.g. if there are vacancies to be in any
category ofomw but a voter chooses Lo east votes only agains
two candidates he will be at libertv in do so,
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SWATANTRA PARTY

CONSTITUTION

1. NAME
The nume of the Party shall be the Swatantra Party.

2. OBJECTIVE

The Objective of the Party shall be to further and
endeavour to put into effect the principles adopted
by the Party’s Preparatory Convention in Bombay on
Augnst 1 and 2, 1959, and such policies and pro-
gramumes as the Party may from time to time adopt
in furtherance of those principles.

3. HEADQUARTERS

The Nationnl Headquarters of the Party shall he
located at such place as may be decided by the
General Council. Tlie Headquarters of the Party In
each State or Region shall be located at such place
us imay be decided by the State or Regional Councll.

4. MEMBERSHIP

{a) Every person above the age of 18 who subscribes
in writing 1o the principles of the Party, pays the
prescribed fee and expresses his readiness to
wurk for the Party will be eligible to he a Member
of the Party; provided that he/she is not a mem-
ber of any other political party. If he/she is a

member of any other palitical party, he/she shall

resign his/heér membership of that party and this
fact must be declared in a manner preseribed by
the Party.

(b} Waork for the Pasty may be any of the following
activities;
(i} Enrolling new members;
(i) Campaigning for the Party:
(iii) Attending to public grievances on bhelult
of the Party and securing their redress;
(iv) Functioning, when called upon, as prospec-
tive candidate af the Party to an elective
public body;
(v) Collection of funds;
{vi) Acceptance of executive respunsibilities in
the Party;
(vii} Preparation of literature;
{viii) Distribution of literature;
(ix) Organisation of study circles and meetings;
(x) Helping to nm Party Offices:
(xi) Any other approved activity.
(¢) The State/Regional Executive Committee shall
be competent to frame rules in this hehall,

"
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(d) Decisions in regard to the enrolment of mombers
shall be taken by the District Unit. Where there
are no district units, decisions shall be taken by

the State/Hegional

Executive or any other body

designated by it for the purpose; provided that:

(i)

(i)

a District Unit may suspend a miember of the
Party in the district concerned if in the view
of the District Unit, such a member’s con-
tinuance in the Party is not considered to
be in the inlerests of the Party. The District
Unit concerned shall then report the suspen-
sion to the State/Regional Committee. 1f
after due consideration, the State/Regional
Committee desires to either confirm the sus-
pensian or recommend his/her expulsion, it
shall make an appropriate recommendation
to the National Executive,

A member aggrieved by such a declsion of
the District Unit may appeal to the State/
Regional Unit and if aggrieved by the deci-
sion of the State/Regional Unit, he/she shall
bave the right of appeal to the National
Executive.

Any State/Tegional Commiltee may on its
own initiative, suspend or recommend ta the
National Executive the expulsion of any
member of the Party in the State/Region
concermned if, in the view of the State/Re-
gional Committee such a member’s con-
tinuance in the Party is not considered to be
in the Party’s interest. A member aggrieved

by such a decision shall have the right 1o
appeal to the National Exceunlive.

(iif) The National Exccutive may on the weeom-

mendation of the State/Regional Unit or on
its own initiutive suspend or oxpel any
member of the Party whose continuance as
member is not considercd 10 he in the inte
rest of the Party.

5. SUBSCRIPTION

(a) Every member of the Party shall pay a subwerip-
tion of Be. L/ per year. A membor can pay his/her
subscription for as many years as he/she desires.
Anyone who pays his/her subscription at a time
for a period of twenly years or more shall be
deemed to be a member of the Party for lile.

(b) A member of the Pasty will continne as such, as
long as he/she pays his/her subscription, Each
member of the Party will be issucd a Party Card
{preferably in his/her rogional language). The
Cards will be issued by the National Headguarters
of the Party. Renewal of membership shall be
done in such manner as may be preseribed by the
National Executive.

{c) Only members whose membership 18 current on
the date of the election shall have the right to
vote in Party elections or to serve as Ollice Bearers
or as members of elective committeos.

(d) The membership subscription shall be divided



between the various units in the following

mMAanner;
Primary Unit LAERRE, 1 ¢
District Unit e 4%
State/Regional Unit 10%
National Headquarlers ... 10 %

(e) Every Unit shall maintain appropriate accounts
of the receipts and expenditure which shall be
available for audit,

8. PRIMARY UNIT

(n) A Primary Unit of the Party shall be formed in
respect of every Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency in the State or Region. Provided that the
Executive Committee of the State or Region may
for more effective and convenient organising of
the Party's work, outhorise the formation of a
Primary Unit for an area comprising more than
one Legislative Assembly Constituency or for an
arca smaller than a Legislative Assembly Consti-
tuency'.

{b) Every such Primary Unit shall elect a Primary

Unit Committee provided there are not less than

50 members enrolled in that Primary Unit; and

provided that these 50 members are spread over

at least one-third of the number of polling stations

in the area of the primary unit concerned.

{e) Such of those members who represent the
Primary Unit on the District Committee but are

not members of the Primary Committee concerned

shall be invited to meetings of the Primary Conr
mittee. They shall have the right to participate
in discussions but not the right to vote,

7. DISTRICT COMMITTEE

(a) For every Revenue District of the State, there
shall be a District Committee constituted of such
number as may be prescribed by the Executive
Committee of the State or Region. Provided how-
ever that the Executive Committee of the State
or Region may, for more clficient and conveniont
discharge of the Parly’s work, designate o Lok
Sabha constituency as a “district” lor this purpose;
and provided further that there are at least two
Primary Units in the District concerned.

(b) Such a District Committee shall be elected by
the clected members of the Primary Unit Com-
mittee of that District by ﬁmpm‘iinnn'l represens
tation as set out in Appendix A annexed hereto,

{¢) Each District Committee shall elect o President,
one or more Vice-Presidents, o General Secrctary,
one or more Joint Secretaries and one or more
Treasurers.

-
.

{d) Presidents and Sccretaries of Primary Units in~—

that district shall be ex-officio members of the
District Committee with the right to vole.

(e) Such of those members who represent the District
Unit on the State/Regional Council but are not
members of the District Committee concemed
shall be invited to meetings of the District Com-
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mittee, They shall have the right to participate in
the discussions but not the right to vote.

() Where the strength of a District Committee
exceeds bwenty-five it may elect a District Work-
ing Committee in such manner and constituted of
such number as the Executive Commitlee of the
State or Region may prescribe provided, however,
that there shall be at least one representative on
such Working Committee from each Primary Unit
in the District.

8. STATE OA REGIONAL COUNCIL
(a) For every State or any part thereofl which may
be recognised by the General Council to be a

region for this purpose, there shall be a State
or Regional Council,

Every such State or Regional Council shall be
canstituted of such number as may be preseribed
from Ume to time by the Natonal Executive.
Such a State or Regional Council shall be elected
by the elected members of all the District Com-
mittees in the State or Region by the method of
proportional representation as set out in Appendix
A annexed hereto.

(b

——

{c) Each State or Regionnl Council shall elect an
Executive Committee consisting of a President,
one or more Vice-Presidents, a General Secretary,

(d) (i) Swatantra Party MPs from the Stato and

Moembers of the State Legislative Assembly
and State Legislative Council and Presidents
of District Committecs shall be invited to
mectings of the State or Regional Council,
il they are not already members thereol,
They shall have the right to participate in
the discussions of such meetings, but not to
vote,

(ii) Leaders, Deputy Leaders and Chiel Whips
of the Party’s Groups in the State Legisla-
turcs shall be invited to mectings of the
State/Regional Executive Commitice con-
cermed, to participate in the discussions at
such meetings but not to vole.

(i) Such of those members who reprosent the
State/Regional Unit on the General Couneil
but are not members of the State Regional
Council concerned, shall be invited to meet-
ings of the State/Regional Council. They
shall have the right to participate in the dis-
cussions but not the right Lo vote.

(iv) Past Presidents of State/Regional Units shall
be full members of the State/Tegional
Couneil,

one or more Joint Secretaries, one or more 9 GENERAL COUNCL

Treasurers, and not less than 10 and not more
than 20 other members.

{a) There shall be a General Council of the Party

consisting of not more than 250 persans,



(b) The General Council shall be constituted of not
less than 3 and not more than 20 from each State
or Region as the case may be.

(¢) The pnumber allotted to each State or Regional
Unit between the minimum and the masimum
mentioned in sub-clause (b) shall be determined

In propaortion to the number of members enrolled
in the State or Region.

(d) The members of the General Council allotted to
a State or Region shall be elected by the appro-
priate State or Tlegional Council liy propartional
representation as set out in Appendix A annexed
hereto.

{e) (i) Swatantra Party Members of Parliament, the
Presidents and General Seerctaries of State/
Regional Units and Leaders, Deputy Leaders
and Chicl Whips of the Purty’s Groups in
the various State Assemblies and Councils
shall be invited to meetings of the General
Council If they are not already members
thereof. They shall have the right to partici-
pate in the discussions at such meetings but
not to vote.

Past presidents of the Party shall be full
members of the General Council.

(1)

10. QUORUM
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shall be one-seventh of the total strenath af that body,
or five, whichever is higher. e

11. ABSENCE FROM MEETINGS

Gllice Bearers and members of all elective bodies
from the Primary Jevel upto the National level who
absent themselves from three comsecitive meetings of
their respective committees and couneils withont leave
of alwenee shall be decmed o lave vacated their seats
or oflives.

12. NATIONAL EXECUTIVE

(a) The Geneml Couneil shall eleet the National
Exveutive of the Party.

(b} The National Exccutive shall consist of a Presi-
dent, one or more Viee-Presildents, a General
Secretary, one or more Joint Sceretavios, one or
maore Treasurers and not less than 10 and not
more than 20 memboers,

(e¢) The clection of Office Bearers and membiers of the
National Executive shall take place at a moeeting
of the General Council and, il possible, such
meeting may be held on the vve of the National
Convention,

L

(d) The National Execulive shall be competent and
shall have the powoer:

(1) to take all such actons and decisions and

to do all such things and acts as It may con.

AL PR AL e I Furrheranes
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(ii) to raise funds, collect subscriptions and to

the National Execulive whose decision shall bhe
borrow moneys for the purpose. final.

in

() Notwithstanding anything to the contrary cun-
tained in sub-clauses {(a) and (b) above, the
General Secretary of the Party at the National

13. ELECTION TRIBUNALS
(a) There shall be set up one or more Election

Tribunals for one or more States or Regions, con-
stituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct after
consuliations with the Executive Committees of
the States or the Regions concerned. All disputes
relating to all elections at the Primary or District
Unit level, or concerning elections from the
District level to the State/Regional levels shall be
referred by the President of the State/Regional
Unit to the State Election Tribunal concerned for
decision. Appeals from the decisions of the State
Election Tribunals shall lie (within one month
from the date thercolf) to the National Election
Tribunal whose decision shall be final,

{b) There shall be set up a National Election Tribunal

constituted in such manner and composed of such
persons as the National Executive may direct. All
disputes relating to all elections at the National
level or concerning elections from the State or
Regional level to the National level shall be
referred by the General Secretary of the Party
(at the National Headquarters) to the National
Election Tribunal far decision. Appeals from the
decisions of the National Election Tribunal shall
lie (within one month from the date thereof) to

o

Headquarters may, at any time after making such
inquiry as may be possible in the circumstances,
direet that pending the reference of an clection
dispute to the State Election Tribunal or, as the
case may be, to the National Election Tribunal
the results of the disputed election shall not be
operative and shall have no effect until the deter-
mination of the dispute by the Election Tribunal,

Members of the Party are prohibited from taking

clection disputes into Courts of Law and the

decision of the National Election Tribhunal or, as

;:: case may be, of the National Execntive shall
final.

14. CO-OPTIONS
(a) The General Council shall be entitled to co-opt

members who shall not be more than one-tenth
of the number of iis elected members.

(b) The President shall, for giving representation to

unrepresented States or Regions or for other
reasons, have the power to nominate not more
than 7 members to the General Conncik.

(e} The Swte or Reglonal Connells shall be entitled

to co-opt a number of members not more than
one-tenth of the number of their elected members.



{d) A State or Regional Council shall have the power
to authorise a District or Primary Unit Committee
to co-opt members in number not more than one-
tenth of the number of elected members of such

15. PARTY ELECTIONS

(a) The first elections to the Primary Unit Com-
mittees, District Committees, State or Regional
Councils and General Council shall be held be-
fore the end of 1964 and thereafter fresh elections
shall be held by the end of every altemate year,
Provided that elections shall not be postponed
for more than one year without the approval of
the General Council.

Workers and Life Workers duly enrolled by

July 31, 1964, and Life Members enrolled on or

befare December 31, 1963, will be entitled to

vote in the Brst elections to the bodies referred

to in sub-clause (a).

{c) The elections to the State and Regional Executive
Committees and the National Executive shall be
held as soon as practicable after the elections to
the Committees and Councils are held as pro-
vided in sub-clause (a).

(d) The procedure for the conduct of Party elections

shall be such as may be preseribed by the National
Executive from time to time.

(b

—

18. MNATIONAL CONVENTION

(a) The National Convention of the Party shall be
held at least once every two years.

(b) The Convention shall be constituted of delegates

elected on the basis of direct election by Mem-
bers of the Party in such manner as may be
prescribed by the National Executive.

(¢) The appropriate strength of delegates from cach
State shall be determined by the National
Executive.

17. STATE OR REGIONAL CONVENTION

(a) Every State or Region as the case may be shall
hold a Convention of the Party at least once in
two years for making recommendations in regard
to the paliey of the Party and for deciding policy
in respect of matters relating to the State or the
Region concemed.

(b) Delegates to such Convention shall be elected on
the basis of direct clection hy Members in the
State or Region in such manner as may be pre-
scribed by the Executive Committee of the State
or Region.

18. RULES

(a) The General Council shall have the power ta
prescribie by rules and directions sucli matters as
are herein provided to be so prescribed and such
other matters which may be necessary for or
incidental to carrying out the objects of the Party.

(b) Subject to the rule making powers of the General
Council, the National Executive shall have the
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(e)

power to frame such rules and to issue such direc-
tions and instructions as may be necessary for or
incidental to carrying out the programme or
activities of the Party.

Subject to the provisions of sub-clauses (a) and
(b) of this Clause, every State or Regional
Council shall have the power to preseribe by rules
and directions, and subject thereto every State or
Regional Executive Committee shall have the
power to prescribe by rules, directions and instruc-
tions such matters as are herein provided to be
so prescribed and such other matters as may be

found n to carry out fts functions and
duties in & with this Constitution.

18. AMENDMENTS

Amendments to the Constitution may be made gt
the National Convention of the Party:

(a) on the recommendation of the General Council
by a majority of delegates present and voling at
such Convention, or

(b) on a proposal by 200 Members of the Party by
a three-fourths majority of the delegates present
and voting, provided 30 days” clear notice therool
had been given to the National Executive.



APPENDIX — A

PROCEDURE FOR

I. The voting procedure set out in this Appendix
shall be applicable for election of Olfice Bearers
I‘I!ll.ll Members of Committees and Councils at all
lecels, Le.

(i) Elections at ihe Primary Unit Level, and
l'mlnlllm Primary Unit Lovel (o the District
LE\-'E 4

(ii) Elections at the District Unit Level and from
the District Unit Level to the State/Regional
Level;

(iii) Elections at the State/Regional Unit Level

and from the State/Regional Unit Level to the
National Level;

(iv) Elections at the National Level,

. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS
The procedure set out in sub-paras (1) to (4) of
this paragraph shall apply for election of Office
Bearers to the following (or similar) categories of
olfices:
{a) One President or Chairman
(b) One or more Vice Presidents® or

Vice-Chairmen®

* If and where considered necessary

10

VOTING AT PARTY ELECTIONS

(¢} One Sceretary or General Searclary@
{d) One Treasurer

(e) One or more Joint Scerctardes®

(I) One or more Joint Treasurers®

(1} Two or more Serotineers (who are not theme-
selves candidates} shall be appointed before the com-
mencement of voting, which shall be by secret ballot. )

(2) There shall be separate voting for clections to
each category of office.

(3)(a) Where only one Office-Bearer is 1o b elected
to any office (or only one vacancy o be filled
up in any category of office) the voting shall
Le by casting a single vote, lo he marked by
the voter on the ballot paper against the
candidale of his choice from among the con-
testing candidates shown on the ballot paper.

If more than one vote is marked against any
one candidate, such votes shall connt as one
vote,

The description “Cencral Secretary” would be appropriate
at the State/HRegional and National levels; at the Primary Unit
and District Level the description “Secretary™ would be more
appropriate.

(b)



ed the largest number of valid voles as there
are vacancies to be flled shall be declared
clected; and in the event of equality of votes
between two or more candidates for the last
vacancy to be filled up the scrutincers shall
ascertain the result of the election for that
position by drawing lots between such
candidates.

. ELECTION TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES

{1) For every election lo Primary Unit Committecs
and to the Executive Committees al the State/
Regional and National levels, the voting shall be by
the system of single non-transfernble vote, where each
voter shall have (and may cast) as many votes, of
cqual preference, as there are vacancies to be filled
up from among the candidates shown on the ballot
paper.

(2) Such votes shall be marked by the voter on the
ballot paper against the candidates of his ehoice from
among the contesting candidates shown on the ballot
paper.

(3) A voter may not cast more than onc vote for
any one candidate; but il he did so, such votes would
count only as one vete.

() The veter shall not cast votes in favour of
more candidates than the number of vacancies to be
filled up: any ballot paper nol complying with this
condition shall be declared invalid. So, too, every ballot
paper which discloses in any manner, the identity of
the voler shall be declared invalid.®

{5) The scrutiny of ballot papers aml the tabal. - '

ating and counting of votes shall Lo done v the
scrutineers as soon as possible after the voling is over.

(6) The candidates or their representatives (one
for each candidate) may he present during the serat-
iny of ballot papers and the tabulating and counting
of votes.

(7) As many of those candidates who have secured
the largest number of valid votes as there are vacan-
vics to be filled shall be declared elected; and in the
event of cquality of votes hetween two or mome
candidates for the last vacaney to e flled up, the
serutineers shall ascertain the rsult of the election
for that position by drawing lois hetween such
candidates. .

IV. ELECTION TO DISTRICT COMMITTEES,

STATE COUNCILS AND GENERAL COUNCIL
In every election 1o District Connnltlees nnde
Article 7 of the Comstitution, 1o Staty or Regiona
Councils under Article 8 of the Constitution and to
the Genernl Council under Article 8 of the Consti-
tution, election shall be by proportional representas
tion.

V. In the foreguing paragraphs, the word ‘voler’
with reference to any election shall mean the persons
entitled and eligible to vote at that election.

* A voter shall be at liberty 1o cast lras votes than the number
ol vacancics to be Flled up, withoot rendering the hallot paper
invalid: e.g. if there arc ten vacancies to be filled but a voter
cliboses to cast votes only aguinst eight candidales, he will be
at }t'bﬂl'r to do o,

Published by S. V. Reju. Execulive Secrotary, Swatanira Farly, Mational Hoadquariers,
143 M. G. Road, Bombay 400 001. Printed al inland Printers, 55 Gamdevi Ad., Bombay 400 007

- A



(e} If votes are marked against more than one
candidate, such hallot paper shall be declar-
ed invalid: so, too, every hallol paper which
discloses in any manner the identity of the
voter shall be declared invalid,

{d) The seruting of Tallot papers and the count-
ing of votes should be done by the serutineers
as svon as possible after the voling is over,

(e} The candidates or their representatives (one
for each candidate) may be present during
the serutiny of ballot papers and counting of
votes.

& (f) The candidate securing the highest number
¢ of valid votes shall be declared elected; and
in the event of equality of votes between
two or more candidates securing the largest

number of votes, the scrutineers shall ascer-

tain the result of the clection by drawing lots

between each candidate.

{4) Where two or more Office Dearers are to be
elected to any category of office (or when there are
two or more vacancies in a category to be flled up)
the voting shall be by the systen of single non-trans-
ferable vote, where each voter shall cast as many voles
of equal preference ns there are vacancies to be filled
from among the contesting candidates shown on the
hallot paper, as follows:—

(i) For each category of Office Bearers’ election,
each voler shall have (and may cast) as many
votes as there are vacancies to be filled up;

11

{eg for the election of two Viee-Proidi
vach voter shall have twia votex ).

(ii) Such votes shall be marked by the voter an (b

paper against the candidates of his

clivice from among the contesting candidates
shown on the hallot paper.

A voter may nol cast more than one vote for
any one candidate; bt if e did o, sueh votes
would count only as one vote.

(iv) The voter shall not cast votes In favanr of more
candidates than the number of vacancies to e
filled up; any ballat paper nat complving with
this condition shall be declarcd invalid, So,
too, every hallot paper which discloses in any
manner the identity of the wvoter shall he
declared invalid *

(v) The serutiny of hallot papers and the talulat-
ing and counting of votes shall be done by the
serukineers as soon os possible after the voting
is over.

(vi) The candidates or their representalives (one
for each candidate) may be present during the
serutiny of ballot papers and the tabulating
and counting of voles.

(vii) As many of those eandidates who have secur-

(i)

* A voter shall be ot liberty to cast less votes than the number
of vacancies to be filled up, without rendering the ballot paper
invalid; e.g if there are vacancies to be fillad in any
category of office But a voter chooses Lo cast voles only againd
twa candidates he will be at libertv i do 5o,

-
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