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A frecly functioning Opposition ie the csecnce of
parl iamentary democracy. A country may have a Cona:itutlon
providing for periodical elections, a secret ballot nd an
independent judiciary but, if an Opposition Party is not
to be found functioning freely, that Constitutinn would prove
to be an empty shell. The exmmple of countries like Sovl et
Rus-ia is econclusive on this point. It is not e¢nough if, in
theory, there ie no bar to free oppo=ition. What io esuch-

tial is the existence in point of fact of a fre«ly funetinning

Oppesition.

-

The role of an Opposition 1s two-f0ld : the fipr=t

»

1s to aet as a vigilant critic of ‘he policics ~f the ZOVE =
ent of the day. The second is to offer an altcrna*-ive
\

government which, glven the mandate, can replace the party

in office. To what extent does the Oppositinn in India

fulfil these funetions ?



Pirst of all, it mus®t be conceded that there is no

gsuch thing ? "The Opposition" in India, There e 2cveral

distinet Ovrpositions = somepf which have 1i*%l¢ in common
with one mother = as for exmple the Swatmira Party and

s ICe
the Communist parties. The Opposition iniIndim Parliament
ie a divided and splintered one, incapable ——= as the recent
debate on a motion of no-confidence showed = to challenge the
Government effectively. What sre the factors that have led

to this situation, and how can they be removed ?

-

There aretwo basic reasons for the if::hﬂ mee in our
party system today. The first is the existence ~f half-s-
doﬁen opposition parties instead of Just one or, at the
most, two. This would not have beem a very sc-riﬂus handicap

but for the fact that, dl ongeide of this party estructure, we

have an electoral system that does not gon with 1+, Most P
eratic and progressive countries of the world have one or ;:th-

form of Proportional Representation which cnosurce that, even
iy ’

with half a dozen pirtice in ‘he ficld, Parliament reflects
falrly the stringth of the different trende of thought in th¢ 2
“J

country. Since, under such conditions, no one Porty nesmal’
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pormally gets a clear majority. a coalition gnv:rnment}l.u
formed after the elections, #hich has the surport of a clear

majority of the electorate and in consequence of F-mie=s=of

Parliamcnt.

Un‘ortuna:cly, although oure i= a moce€rn Conztitution,

/
'llit has adopted an archaic system of election from the British.

-Thﬁ Britich syetcm of a single member constiftucney resu!ting
<
g

in the c¢lection of the candidate ’fwhozrirst past the pnst"’

even though he may have a minority of votcs' goep well with a

X two par,y system but in India it resulte in a veritable
ﬁ.ﬂ"c’ f/ :
d.r.fc.s-t(o democracy.

Qur present Lok Satha, where the Congrees Party, which
polled 44.72 % of the votes cast in 1962, posce~ es no less
than 72 ¢ of the seate, is a gross distortion of the people's
will. The opposition parties, which between them polled
more votes than the Congress Par'y, are all grosnly unrepre-
sented and the fact. that they Iaég_m_qne-fh1n half the people

of India behind them is constantly overlooked in the ordering

of business and the conduet of +the procecdinze of Parl iamcnt,

The A

shocking and ugly scenes in which mcmbers o the Communist

J
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parties and the S.S.P. recently participatedy wcre partly

a reflection of the impotent rage to which some people are
reduced in consequenceé.

The solution, if Indian democracy is to ourvive, is

or a Second Party to be thrown up which em offcr an {1terna§3ve

Yive Government to the country. Today, however, such an effec-
tive choice for the clectorate is lacking, with the result
that large numbers of peopley who dislike the Congress Party
and understood its responsibility for thc mess in which the
country finds 1tee1f{'are gtill prepared to vote for the

v e i
Congress candidates in a mgsd onresignation. Has our
Y ung democracy got the capacity to throw up such a Second

0L 1 aneed
Partylin the immediate future ?

Such a Party sh-uld have two basic qualificaticns
first, that it is a National Dem-cratic Party, 1.€q4y that it
ie wedded to demoeratic processes and that {tsﬁnrtiv'ntions

are not dictated from abroad. The second , thwtﬁt has the

| @apability in time to replace the ruling party.

Judged by this test, the two Communist rwrtiea /|

must firat be climinated because one of them is a Pifth Oolumnfff’m
” J/.
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of DPeking and the_other of Moscows Their extrl-territorinl
loyil ties and ‘*heir adherence to the cult of Dictatorship and “
refusal to ;;cept a plurality of parties wherever they are in
pover rule them out of the race. 0f the other Oprosition
'P1rties, the only onc that can hope to make the @grade is the
Swatantra Party., This claim is based on its clcar—cut
policies, which are distinct from that of the ruling party,
the character and qudl ity of its leadership and 1ts national
character as opposed to the regional or communal character of
some nthtrs; It ie a Par'y in which all Indians, whatever their
religion or their habitat, cam find an honourable place.In =
recent editoridal imdbe—fewwe of\ lugust 7, 1966, Mysindia
of Bangalore observed: k

"There can be no doubt after devaluation that the

Swatantra Party's economic thinking is the soundest,

The way it proposes is the quickeat, and indced the

only way towards prosperity mmd higher standards, mad

it would also put the demoecratic gystem and the sywstem

cltizen's frecdom on the strongest basis,"

The Journal then went on to ask?



]

nCan such a progfanme gein the support of the elcctorate?
Those who hoped for the support of big busineses have
been disappointed. Big blatneﬁs has too much to lo=el
it is quite happy under a system which deprivees it of
legal gains but allows illegal ones in plenty. But the
interestes of all other classes should lead them %o
support the Swatantra policy, and now that the pleasing
been

illueions of the past hnve[diapelled. there ocught %o

be a chance for reason to prevallN

In this context, the objectives of the Swatantra Party
for the General Ylections of February 1967 are to deny the

Congress Party a continuing monopoly of power at the Centre
a{ :
based,)at present, on a bogus majority md to carry at least

a couples of States., It may be cmceded that these are

€ “
bitious objectives. Our answer is that, as has thﬂZSiid.

o 8
"It is not failure but low aim that is #7¢ crime" These

objectives are however, eminently capable of fulfilment —

glven efficient organisation, good candidates and adequate

rescurces. None of these conditions are at present adequately

available and the chellenge that the Parth and ite supporters

have to face is to produce them in the next six months.
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At ¥ prepent, the Party has only nominated some
65 prospective candidates for Parliament throughout the
fountry. This mumber will have to be multipli d many
times over by the end of the year. I¥ is in this spirit
and as en act of faith that Rajajl recently nede his
appeal in the following terms: |
v I gmell the coming upsurge ageinst the Congress Party
as one mmells a coming storm and raiN.ssssss The main
difficulty is that the Congress has infinite cabh as
pgainst ite opponents. I appeal therefore for offers from
good and qualified men to stand as ecandidates for Parllament
on the Swatentra ticket who are ablie to meet thelr own
@lection oxpenses. We are convidering a plan vmder which
we throv all caution to the winds and set up cur cendidates
in three to four hundred Parliamentary constituscncles
ard have it cut with the Congresst
It 1p more than likely that there nre - large number of
£ood men and women in fundamental sgreement with the Suntantra
‘axty's policies who are not today on its mem ership rolds.
“his may be partigularly true of the kind of young and dynamic
“on and women whom a Party of modern, twemtieth sentury thought »

24ke oursy should be nble t& rally to its ranks,



The Swatantra Party, as Rajaji hes so often snld, wants
to nge the present government replaced by a good and efficient
government in which the Swatantra Party would be prepared
to play ite part, but which it would bhave no dosire to
moncpolise. There should be room in su'h a govornment, if
wn 6an achieve it, not only for members of various politiecal
parties, but aleo for good citizens outside the field of
party polities, whether in the renks of the professions,

buginess, fabour, the pemsantry or sarvodayae

It is in the pursuit of thoee cbjectives that the
Swatantra Party has been trying, in a single-ninded manner,
to achieve lectoral underdtandings or arrangements with other
non-@orymnist parties. This has nothing to do with ideolozy,

but is an attempt at removing the distortion in popular

representatlon which is to be found in the prepent Lok Sabha

and nany State Aw Ol T Lot ho Fo oot

(ﬁ; question of an alliance is involved in such unﬂemtnndm;

The Svatant a Party will fight the eleetions £%=33 under ite

own banmer and on its owm plstfom.

poive an’
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If the offort .ot the Swatantra Party to provide an
affective opposition next year were to ail, a nituation
would arige in which a 3mment rejected by o najority
of the electorate would peok to enjoy power for another

five long years. One shudders to think of the prospocte.

lﬁ y ¥
Ao 'n garty thnse policiecs is to be found o gynthesis
of Gandhiji's thinking with modern Liberal thousht, the

Swatantra Papty io entitled to the support of young,
progressive and fogward lookins men and women thxoughout

¥ the count Ve
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