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of gimmicks, each more ludi-
(frous. than the other. et

" Returning from the Hardwar

on of the SSP national
executive, Mr
{had to acknowledge that
was a deflnite swing away from
non-Congressism, © the  sheet-
anchor of the party’s philosophy.
Having no alternatlve course to
suggest immediately, Mr Limaye
found a way out of the guandary
in straightforward chauvinism,
as SSP leaders have often done
in the past,

He held before the youth of
India four places of “pilgrim-
age"—Kutch, Latli 'Tilla, Bara
Hoti and, even tiny, uninhabited
Kachchativu.  Whatever  the
justification for the frst three
choices, the fourth is exceedlng-
hy unfortunate. Ceylonese pub-
c

opinion, unaware of the com-
behind Mr Limayes

pulsions

‘stunts, may conjure up the
possibility, of ““-an  attempt
to browbeat a small and friend-
ly neighbour. Has Mr Limaye
bothered 1o take into account

his area if such suSpicious
are created in Ceylon?

The politics of irresponsibility
which the SSP has made its
hallmark reflects the tortuous
‘search the party has been mak-
ing 16 carve out a niche for it-
self in the Indian political scene,
The Congress- has pre-empted
the ground in the middle; and it
is clear from the PSP's plight
that variations upon the middle-
of4he-road theme are altogether

uprewarding. The ground to
the Left is being monopolized
of several

by the Communists
descriptions, leaving liftle room
for others. For a time, SSP
leaders like Mr Limaye harped
on the Communists’ ‘“extra-
territorjal” loyalties to discredit
them, but this did not succeed.
| Eventually, the SSP was to be-
rome a closer ally of the [.eft
Communists thap of the Right
—witness the alliances it struck
Pwith the former in Madras and
Wast Bengal at the last General
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Fﬁ&t danger. to India’s, ioterests.
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e Left is monopolized by
 Communists, it has been
uced fo. bullding

militancy for

nd worse sfill on
es. The advantage it gained
the last election Ly correc

tensing the populor dis-
chantment with the Congress
oved a wasting asset, the

e 50 because the SSP's

riravagant  postures uuder-

wnined iwhat little hope there

g of stable alternafive Gouv-

ment. To cover up this

kruptep, and also 1o r:p_tr
er the groiving cracks in its

anks, it has resorted (o empty
=heroit!| as over Kutch, and

: more regreltably over Hach-

: chatlvu, Forfunately there gre

: some signs of a change, hold-

ing out the that it may

et come to provide a vchicle

?er the radical wurges of the

: peaple,' especially in the [ess

2 politicaily evolved Hindi arens, 3
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Jana Sangh, which was on the
contrary softening its line to give
itself betler leverage in B
South, The SSP's zenl for Hindi
wasg most noticeable in U.P., the
State where its competition with
the Ja Sangh is ihe keenest.

i hen ruled

on caste, Backwraérd classes cer-
tainly need a break, but since

everybody “accepts this~the B8P~y

had 1o go one betler to promise
them a 60% share in jobs and
political office. The calculation
may haye been that this cham-
pionship will help the pariy to
gain ground at the expense of
both the Jana Sangh with its
high-caste hierarchy, and the
Communisis. The latier operal-
ing on class lines are averse to
treating backwardness as a
caste phenomenon, aad heace
the advantage the SSP hopes to
galn by. peddling a straight
caste appeal

e i
This is not all. The SSF
strategisis torrectly identified
the political mileage ta be got
out of siudent unrest Here
again was a fleld in which the
Communists held sway, work-
ing through students -.\{:th a
mind.  Alming at the mmd_lelss
muititude, the SSP wrole n_:g_
jts election manifesto & pmm:ir‘
to increase the _cﬂ:gnlaze
passes at examinations:

Rut for all {ts follies the SSP

t ) hl ne: ot
sake, .: coall i got gol
~ ship got Eu-:r rikin
> vagant stures 't
plaudits
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! Raj Narain dnd Mr Lima

' e tion or oa Kulch,

hastening
0

difficulties the SSP has
' run Into over programmes
and policies are vexing L
but!il. has ln-qﬁd?ﬁl&qt caught
up In. squabbles f fol-
lowingsg:e ssing of m!"%ohla.,
Mr S M. J is a8 Chairman
the formal _of the parly,
but it is no secret that both
have
an eye on the top job. ¢ fact
fhat Mr Raj Naraln belongs to
the Hindi-speaking belt—tihe
maln area of the SSP's strength
—gives him ,an advaniage,
which Mr Limaye is seeking to
undo by exaggerated zeal in the
eause af Hindi. Unable to nalch |
Mr Raj Narain's exhibitionism
in Parliament, Mr Limaye is
busy perfecting a technigue of
negativism—witness hnis refusal
t0 join the consultalions Mrs
‘Gandhi held on Assam's re-

The squal
giving an Jr
ism below, with
ing dnefectually 16 hold the

lance

the Bihar pariy, Press reports
spoke of pandemonium as Mr
Karpuri ‘"Thakur, who has a re-
putation for sobriety, clashed
with a Young Turk, Mr Bhola
Prasad Singh. In West Bengal,
the party conference at Bankura
witnessed a struggle for pawer
culminating In one group being
excluded from elective offices

In UP., 18 out of -l-i_MLA!
outed the party directive io
ote for its candidate In tbe
lection for the Rajya Sabha
old ‘a8 few weeks ago.
sbel leader has been threaten-
with expulsion by the local
rty, but the national execul-
e is dragging its feet—avident-
because the rebel has Mr
imaye's sympathy. 2
Kerala, the revolt of ihe
1o-':I:1 leadership against the né-
been presse]d ;\gaﬁgf
- n
Ll a\ﬁﬁ%f:: Fernandez
nds .h,'.m;-oJ( at odds with ﬂ::?ﬂm-

locliv n-
-inciugive oo
t-&-—\. - T






