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"With the publication cf the Congress Election Manifesto, it is naahcleazv:hat,
far from learning from past mistakes, the Congress Party &.md Govemmen?: tas..rebutinry
intention of extending their predatory operations to bank:.ngang the dxsdr; S gR
trades and continuing along the path to complete economic ruin, obs'ae?ve h_r.pa.t :3
Masani, M.P., General Secretary of the Swatantra Parfﬁy, while egplmmng is t;- im
election strategy and objectives at a subscription dinner organised by the -watian
Party here this evening.

Mr. Masani said a reading of the Congress Election Manifesto reminded Dne.of ;
the words in Hamlet's well-lknown soliloquy: "How weary, stale, flat and unprofitable.

According to the Swatantra leader, the people were gick and tired of‘Congress
misgovernment but the change they desired could only be brought about if in the
General Elections next Februsry a Second Party emerged which could provide the nucleus
of an alternative government.

__According to Mr. Masani, there were three reasons indicating that the only
p‘;:;t}f that satisfied the requirements of such a Second Party was the owatantra Ps.Lrty.
First, it was the only Party which offered a clear-cut alternative to the economic
and international policies of the present Government. Secondly, its National
Democratic and non-denominational character made it possible for every Indian, whatever
his religion, community or location, to have an equal voice in the councils of the
Party. Thirdly, it was the only Party which had the capability of challenging the

Congress Party by reason of the quality of its leadership and its far-flung national
character.

The objectives of the Swatantra Party in the coming General Elections would be
two-fold. First, to get enough seats in the Lok Sabha to deny the Congress Party a
majority and thus to end its disustrous monopoly of power for the last twenty years.
Secondly, to carry a couple of States and to show what a Swatantra or Swatantra-led
Government could do. While he admitted that these were ambitious objectives, he
claimed that they were within the reach of the Party provided the clectorate showed
the requisite aswareness of the country's needs. "After all", said Mr. Masani, "if
the people of Ceylon in 1965 could show the patriotism and the intclligence to throw
out the Congress-type Government of Mrs. Bandaranaike and to instal a liberal,
Swatantra-type Government like that of Mr. Dudley Senanayake, why should the Indian
peopde in 1967 not be able to do this?" The main danger came from the inertia,
cynicism and defentism of a large section of the intelligentsia. If they did not
shed these, India might drift the way of Indonesia and Ghana and go through all the

horrors that the unfortunate peoples of those countries had been through during the
last few years before turning in the right direction.

The Swatantra leader described the Congress Party as "a paper tiger" which had
Never once secured a popular majority in the elections to Parliament every Since
Indepeqdem:e. It had only polled 44.72 per cent of the votes in the 1962 elections
and enjoyed its present bogus majority in the Lok Habhe thanks to the archaic
eloctoral system and the absence of a Lecond Party which could offer an alternative
gtwemmcnt.. A recent poll carried out by the Indim Institute of Public Opinion
in metmpol}tan cities had shown that the Congress vote had slumped from 60 per cent
::E ui:n*;;ry—:‘el_;mm 1966 to 41 per cent in May. HMr. Masani shuddered to thirl;k what
i ‘;:opin :ff the gongress P&rtj!r, which would certainly not get 40 per cent of the
in the nextelzﬁ s}::zm-emial “lections mext February, were to get a fluke majority
e, 10 e o q" ccording to him, the very process of parliamentary democracy
onstitution would then be in danger.

"Now that :

the Congress Party is disintegrating and is on its way out, the
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basic choice before the country lies between compunist dlctato::ship m;;is :h; free way
of life smbodied in the principles of the Swatantra Party," said Mr. 4

In this context, Mr. Masani described the policy of the Suagntr; Pg;mtz u;:sct:-ne
of "double rejection" of the Congress Party on the one hand and et :0 s
parties on the other. Those who advocated pref'errug the ccmuni._s ?th e, TR
were playing with fire. The Communist Party was a fifth co_lumn of either
Peking and would destroy democracy the moment it had the chuance.

On the other hand, he criticised those who professed to ba}iev;f'that the Co:}greaa
Party was changing its basic policies and moving in the right direc L.mn.. Comm‘m:..sm -
had three faces in India «nd the third was that represented by the ?xtuil:as? Pol:n.cm: o
the Congress Party which were 211 the more dangerous because of their insidious nature.

Many people had hoped for big things from the new Prime Hinistar_and he himself
had welcomed her earlier statements. Recent events, however, had belied those.hopes.
The Prime Minister had come down on the side of a "Big" Plan which would be ruinous to
the country and her surrender to lMr. Kosygin over Vietnam when in Moscow showe:d ‘chx‘it
she wis a broken reed on whom to rely. Now came the threat in the Congress hlectl?n
Manifesto to impose a ceiling on urbsn incomes and to nationalise Banking and trading
activities.

The Swatantra Party, according to Mr. Masani, was primarily a Peasants' Party and
gave first place to the interests of the rural people. All the seats if had carried
in the 1962 elections and most of the ten million votes cast for it were the votes of
the farmers. At the same time, bocause it belioved that Free Enterprise was an

essential part of a free society, i* stood for competitive free enterprise against
State Capitalist Monopoly.

Mr. Masani wus critical about the pusillanimity and betrayal of their way of life
by a large section of Big Business in India who had got on the Congress bandwagon in
order to make a "quick rupee" by reaping the fruits of permit-licence~quota R=j. Such
people appeared to suffer from a suicidal mania, He appealed to the younger businessmen
from the false path along which a large part of

Indian business had hitherto been led and to enter the ficld of active polities
undeterred by false feurs.

Mr. Masani described the principles and policiés of the Swatantra Party as a
blend of Gandhiji's thinking and Western Liberalism., Describing his Party as a
modern, twentieth century Party in tune with the latest trends in world thought, he
appealed to young and progressive people to rally round it and join its ranks. The
Swatuntra Party was not a closcd corporation. It wanted no monopoly of power but
wished to see a Government of all the talents replace the present Government, The
Party's doors were wide open to all those who were in basic agreement with its policies

and he appealed to his hearers to join in the "Open Conspiracy" to defeat the Congress
Govemment and to open a new chapter in the country's history. 5

Mr. Masani and Mr, N. Dandeker the
Present in regard to the policias and
Prospects in the coming General Electi

n invited and answerecd questions from those

principles of the Swatantra Party and its
ons.
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