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"With the publication of the Congress Election Manifesto, it is now clear that,
far from learning from past mistakes, the Congress Party E‘tnd Govermnen’_c ha?'e ew:rery
intention of extending their predatory operations fo banking and the distributing
trades and continuing along the path to complete economic ruin," ohse:f-ved !:!r. M. R:
Masani, M.P., Ceneral Secretary of the Swatsntira Party, while explaining h:.g Party's
election stratezy and objectives at a subscription dinner organised by the owatantra
Party here this evening.

Mr. Masani said a reading of the Congress Election Manifesto reminded one of
the words in Hamlét's well-known soliloquy: "How weary, stale, flat and unprofitable.”

According to the Swatantra leader, the people were sick and tired of Congress
misgovernment but the change they desired could only be brought about if in the
General Glections next Februsry a Second Party emerged which could provide the nucleus
of an alternative government.

According to Mr. Masani, there were three reasons indicating that the only
party that satisfied the requirements of such a Second Party was the owatantra Party.
First, it was the only Party which offercd a clear-cut alternative to the economic
and international policies of the present Government. Secondly, its National
Democratic and non-denominational character made it possible for every Indian, whatever
his religion, community or location, to have an equal voice in the councils of the
Party. Thirdly, it was the only Party which had the capability of challenging the

Congress Party by reason of the quality of its leadership and its far-flung national
character.

The objectives of the Swatantra Party in the coming General Elections would be
two-fold. First, to get enough seats in the Lok Sabha to deny the Congress Party a
majority and thus to end its disastrous monopoly of power for the last twenty years.
Secondly, to carry a couple of States and to show what a Swatantra or Swatantra-led
Government could do, While he admitted that these were ambitious objectives, he
claimed that they were within the reach of the Party provided the electorate showed
the requisite awareness of the country's needs. "After all", said Mr. Masani, "if
_'che people of Ceylon in 1965 could show the patriotism and the intelligence t(; throw
out the Congress-type Government of Mrs. Bandaranaike and to instal a liberal,
Swatantra-type Government like that of Mr. Dudley Senanayake, why should the Indian
panp&e in 1967 not be able to do this?" The main danger came from the inertia
cynicism and defeatism of a large section of the intelligentsia. If they did nc'nt
shed these, India might drift the way of Indonesia and Ghana and go through all the

horrors that the unfortunate peoples of those countries had been through during the
last fow years before turning in the right direction.

The Swatantra leader described the Congress Party as "a paper tiger" which had
E;er once secured a popular majority in the elections to Parliament every since
qmefﬁgerﬁo: It had only pollﬁ.fd flfl.'i’? per cent of the votes in the 1962 elections
electof- [&e 1:3 present bogus majority in the Lok Habha thanks to the archaic
o i tsys em and the absence c_:f # vecond Party which could offer anp alternative
S . A t;e-.:ent poll carried out by the Indin Institute of Public Opinion

ropolitan cities had shown that the Congress vote had slumped from 60 It:er cent

in January-Februa
ry 1966 to 41 per cent in May. - 3
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basic choice before the country lies between communist dictatorship and ﬁ'; free way
of 1ife cmbodied in the principles of the Swatantra Party,” said Mr. Masani.

In this context, Mr. Masani described the policy of the Swatantra Party a?azne
of "double rejection" of the Congress Party on the one hand and the two Communi g
parties on the other. Those who advocated preferring the comu.niat? to the Congres
were playing with fire. The Communist Party was a fifth column of either Moscow or
Peking and would destroy democracy the moment it had the chance.

On the other hand, he criticised those who prafessed*to beJ‘,ieve'that the Carllgress
Party was changing its basic policies and moving in the right dlrectmn: Commz‘xm_.s :
had three faces in India und the third was that represented by the staFls.t ]?0111".‘163 0
the Congress Party which were all the more dangerous because of their insidious nature.

Many people had hoped for big things from the new Prime Minister‘and he himself
had welcomed her earlier statements. Recent events, however, had belied those hopes.
The Prime Minister had come down on the side of a "Big" Plan which would be ruinous to
the country and her surrender to Mr. Kosygin over Vietnam when in Moscow showed that
she wis a broken recd on whom to rely. HNow came the threat in the Congress Election
Manifesto to impose a ceiling on urbsn incomes and to nationalise Banking and trading
activities.

The Swatantra Party, according to Mr. Masani, was primarily a Peasants' Party and
gove first place to the interests of the rural people. All the seats it had carried
in the 1962 elections and most of the ten million votes cast for it were the votes of
the farmers. At the same time, bocause it belisved that Free Enterprise was an

essential part of a free society, it stood for competitive free enterprise against
State Capitalist Monopoly.

Mr. Masani was critical about the pusillunimity and betrayal of their way of life
by a large section of Big Business in India who had got on the Congress bandwagon in
order to make a "quick rupee" by reiping the fruits of permit-licence-quota Raj. Such
people appeared to suffer from a suicidal manin, He appealed to the younger businessmen
false path along which a large part of

Indian business had hitherto been led and to enter the fisld of active politics
undeterred by false feurs.

Mr, Masani described the principles and policiés of the

i Swatuntra Party as a
blend of Gandhiji's thinking and Western Liberalism, Describing his Party as a

modern, twentieth century Party in tunc with the latest trends in world thought, he
appealed to young and progressive people to rally round it and join
Swatintra Party was not a closed corporation.
wished to see a GCovernment of all the talents repliace the present Government. The

Party's doors were wide open to all those who were in basic agreement with its policies
and he appealed to his hearers to Join in the "Open Conspiracy" to dofeat
Government and to open a new chapter in the country's history.

its ranks. The
It wanted no monopoly of power but

the Congress

Mr. Masani snd Mr. N. Dandeker then invited and answercd questions from those

present in regard to the policies and principles of the Swat:
: : e e Swatantra Party a i
prospects in the coming General Elections. g
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' that this country needs
Most people agree that it is time for a change,
a break vith what has gone before and that, unless this change comes, the

future of this country does not look very bright.

From this it follows that what is wanted is a Second Party - a party
that can challenge the present government end in due course of time replace .
it in office. This is essential because, &s we saw in the case of Ceylon last
yeer, such a change was possible democratically and constitutionally because
there was in existence alre=dy a second party to which the people turned when
they had enough of the last government. The vacuum in our democracy is that
today there is no such second party ready to take over.

How, two questions arise: One is whether the Swatantira Party has the
right idea. 1 framkly will not waste any time on that topic as I would like
to think that elmost all intelligent people basically agree with what ‘the
Swatantra Party stands for.

.-’

There is, however, another question which I would like to answer and that
is: Granted you have the right idea, can you make the grade? Have you got
what it takes to defeat the Congress Party and teke its place? Now this question
or this doubt is, I think, more widespread than sny doubt about our
policies. There are many e who share this feeling: "You are on the right
track, we agree with your cies, but frankly we don't think you will get
anywhere," And this doubt is based on a very patronising contempt for the
poor dear masses of our country. We of the intelligentsia like to think that
we understand politics, that we appreciate & good idea or a good principle
but that the peamsants of our country, the big mass of our people, are not capable
of responding to these ideas. So the question is put to us: "How can you hope
to get away with a liberal policy in a backward, illiterate country like India?
in this country only 'leftism' will pay, only communism will pay. This kdind of
sophisticated progressive policy will not pay in this country. Therefore, you
won't get anywhere, So why should we stick our necks out? Therefore, let us
8it and grumble, moan and groan, and do nothing."

This is the thinking of a large number of so-called intellectusls in this
country. HNow I would like to suggest that this ¢ynicism or defeatism is not
based on fact and I would like to put before you certein facts which I think
would give you a somewhat more encouraging and optimistic picture,

Cur objectives in this election are twofold.
Congress monopoly of power in Delhi which ha
long years, The second ob
sliow what Swatantra-led go
objectives, but we think

The first is to end the

8 now lasted to our cost for twenty
Jective is to carry a couple of States so that we can
vernments can do. These are undoubtedly ambitious
they are capable of being achieved next February,

%e would like to think that we :
emerge as the alternative and for th: the only Opposition party qualified to

reasons. First, that we are the only
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perty a clear-cut alternative to the domestic end foreign poli

of thnt:::ls:zns:ﬂmnt. Most of the other parties are umlz::nin \::sxr
« they are communist or socialist, who g a;; ;ﬁg :'-he ghamu::nﬂ e

gutter a little faster than they are pupf oot

al cmulaostheﬂongﬁnsiathatlam o

:emmm::o:l l:::onﬂ. Dezocrat:l.c party. We are rooted in iemcr;qi;;' :; ;;u

out of the national movement for freedom in which we all took our o

with many in the Congress Farty today. We are g party in Hhic: m:n e

of any religion, community or location, North, South, East or 681; o

equally at home. The third reason why we feel that we have what 8

is that we alone have the capability, thamks to the quality of our leadership

and our potential resources, to make the grade.

Another fact I would like to place before you is that we are a rural party.
We are not an urban party, If anyone thinks that we depend on the support of
the class to which you here and I belong, then + must. confess we would have to
wind up our Party if that was all the support we depended on! Ve are based on
the peasants of India and depend on the peasants of india primarily for our
support. Lhen you will ask: why are we here today? I would say you are here
because we assume that you believe in a free econmomy and a free society. In a
free economy and a free society, free enterprise is an essential pert. In fact,
we go so far as to believe that you cannot have a free society unless you have
free enterprise. Therefore, free enterprise, along with peasant proprietorship
and free trade unions, is an essential elemcnt in a democracy. It is because
free enterprise is a part of a free society that we stand for it, not because
we believe in furthering the interests of those who practice that way of life.
But we do expect #ke# those who live by that way of life to recognise it, to
be prepared to stand up and be counted for that way of life, It is on that
basis that we expect support from the class to which you belong.

Unfortunately, the results show that we have not got that support as yet.

It may be news to you that in the last elections, in 1962, every single secat

that the Swatantra Farty carried whether for Parliament or for any State Assmbly
- we carried 206 for various State Assemblies - waes a rural seat. As of today
the Swatantra Party has not carried a single purely urban comstituency in the
whole country. This should show you how wide of the mark are those who believe
that we are based on the industrial class in the cities and have no roots amnong
the masses. We polled nine million votes or nearly a crore of votes and most

of them came from the villagers of our country. When I stood for Rajkot in 1963
iu a by-election, I had the support of every trade union in Rajkot city, of the
Ehsdut Samaj =nd its lemders, of the whole of the shopkeeping class, of the
goldsmiths, I am sorry to inform you that there was one cless in Rajkot that was
against me, . Ihat was the Chauber of Commerce and its menbers, The leaders of the
Chamber of Commerce issued a statement on behalf of my Congress rival. They gave
Iheir cars and their money to the Congress candidate. This is the reality, which
8 completely at variance with what nine out of ten of our intelligentsia believe.

S0 what we lack is not peasant support, Whenever asan
port. we
he is on cur side, because we speak to him of el i

: the values of Farm, F

iraOdo::l,mu Hajaji put it. He understands them very easily - t;le m ::iﬂhil
lanclu .r“uight H:{,i:i:o :o:s;a:im right to freedom of worship., The peasant is a
mmaet i cal or & communist. But the fact is that we have

enough meubers of the intel
fo use an industrial metaphor, ligentsia to carry the message to the peasant.

we have not got the " 4
s = conveyor belt" on which
%rr:r' 25 ?“mp‘ tat:o vt:n people in large enough numbers, We lack men wh:.can
lllmor m’-‘““‘ e p gk, about in, we want printed litersture to distribute
Woney. Here, the role of the intelligentaia has not.
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encouragfing ad
., Thanks to the intellectual fog that was spre
e rhir:’.:::ntry during the past fifteen ycars by the previous natit:ni:lm
mmr rship of the country since Independence, most of the intelligen !
ble to’dintimiuh what is right from what is wrong, what is p:ogroz ?h.
:u what is reactionsry. Until this fog clears snd it is c:lern:ri.::«.g,;:° .
last three years it has cleered and it will clear more in the years : ’
it is very difficult to get most of the people of our class to see things

straight.

But of all elements in the intelligentsia, the business class has been the
worst. With the exception of an enlightened fringe, which 1 am happy %o say, .
is mostly based in our City of Boumbay, though there are a few psople outside also,
the bulk of Big Business has been on the Congress bandwagon. They have been
supporting the "socialist" policies of this government. Till about two years
ago, this was true broedly of the organised institutions representing Big
Business. But here, I would like to pay & tribute to the last two Presidents of
the Pederation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry, Hr. S,L.Erloskar and
no¥ Mr. Ramanbhai Amin, These two gentlemen for the first time have talked in

a self-respecting, honest-to-god way.

When businessmen tell us "we cammot help you" or "we cannot give you money
because we are frightened of retaliation”, I think they are misleading themselves
and others. let me say frankly that we do not have a Fascist government in this
country. It is a bad government, It is a government that should be thrown out
as fast as we can throw it out, but it is not a Fascist government. We know from
our experience and our business friends who have stood for us, who have worked with
us, know that nothing has happened to them, %The other dey, when I mentioned this
to a group of businessmen in Delhi, 2 leading industrialist got up and seid:

"l agree with Mr. Masani. I have peid money to the Swatantra Party, it has been
published in my balance sheet, nobody has hurt me. I am doing very well,"

Then why this fear? Partly it is a genuine fear, but partly i fear it is an
alibi. It is an alibi for not wanting to help, The desire to help is not there
because the Swatantra Party cannot give a quick return. In other words, the pursuit
of the quick rupee in the mext twelve months seems to be a more determining factor
that gemuine, honest to god fear! HNow, if this is true, it means that a section

of Indimbusiness is suffering from a suicidsl mania Ersirwk to destro
¥ itself
helping those who are out to destroy it. "

There are others who think that the Congress is so stro
ng that it can neve
be defeated. I do mot think so at ell. The Congress is a "paper tiger" today >

1t looks much bigger than it really is. The Congress Party is not a majority party.
The Congress Party never has been a majority party in this country since

Independence. The highest vote it could ahar,
poll for Parliament under Mr, Jaw
Nehru, a great personality himself, was 48 per cent of the vote e

Was always a minority leader in India, In the last elections, that vote fell to

44.72 per cent. Let us call it 45
» per cent. 55 per cent of the electo
against the Congress Party in 1962, but it got 72 per cent of the aaat:::t::m

Lok Sebha. MHow, this is a fluke which 1s based on the archaic electoral gystem

& ;
iat we took from the British, Ve took the Anglo-Saxon voting system but we have

a Latin temperament! this 1 :
British nave only two ol:-ythma, feen we have six or eight parties while the

When you have the B
¥ith eight parti : : ritish system of ele
&t 72 per cent X 4 > ¥ peculiar result that 45 per cent T
of the seats. We are Leying %o unds g pe nt of the electorate

by trying to work out ffect of anomaly
electoral b g
Opposition parties, adjustoents with other democratic, non-communist

If you we
™ to ask me what vote I expect the Congress Party to have next year
L
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1 would without hesitation eay that they will not get m&m ::n“t::t
dmwh.'mymythtmnjsmwprunt. gt iy s
60 cent of the electorate will vote against them. o

s divided will this sixty per cent be. If it is only reasoc i
.mmhmthtuﬂmn government may be defeated. Dut if it is aplintamrlcu 4
:Lpl;. then it is possible that even with 35 per canth:f the vote, the Congre
party might get a fluke or bogus majority in the Lok Sabha.

Now I would like you to consider what would happen them. If 'fhat hsz.p;nlp
if the Swatantra Party does not moke the grade, them will damocmmmirtmd
§ill the people of India, already etarving, miserable, depressed, 1:’ e
with rising prices, will they put up for five more years with a G?“fmths O
:luuhaduitiutodqyonﬂmgroumthatitgoton]:wpereen;o i
it has got a majority in the Lok Ssbha? I think, after what we have seen
streets of our cities, on the floor of Perliament, it is very clear that, if a
35 per cent party gets e mejority in the next Parlisment, then the future o§ o,
Indien democracy is very very dark and blesk indeed. Therefore, the case for
building up of a Second Party to stop this unhealthy drift is very clear.

One final point before I conclude. We are sometimes told: "Do you prefer
the Communists to the Congress or the Congress to the Communists? Ismn't the
Congress a 'lesser evil' to the communists." We regard both as poison, and we
follow a policy of what we call double rejection. We refuse to choose between
the Congress end Communiet parties. I do not have to argue here that the
Communists are bad, They are poison to our freedom and democracy. Dut there may
be some of you who think we must cling to the Congress in order to prevent India
going Commnist. Do you think that the Congress Party led by Mr., Kamaraj Nadar
is the kind of Party that will stop Indo from being teken over by the Comumnists?
Hir, Kamaraj Nadar has said quite clearly that he wants Communists who have left the
Congress to return to the Congress where he thinks they will make very valuable
members! lir. Kameraj Wader hes praised the Soviet Uictatorship in every
respect. Le could think of including even housing and agriculture where we
all know they are miserable flops. He has even gone so far as to say that our
own national movement for freedom was modelled on the Soviet Comrunist model!

Is this the Party which is going to stop the country from drifting to Communism?

Mrs. Indira Gandhi certainly made a very good start when she became Prime
Hinister, I myself have complimented her in Parliament and outside on her
earlier performance. But in the last three months, I am afraid she has shown
that sle is drifting back to the bad old ways, Her surrender to Kosygin in Moscow
on Vietnam shows that she cannot stand up to the Soviets. Iler support of the Fourth
Plan will seel the doom of this country because, if the fourth Plan which she has
supportédmemwme were ever to be rut into operation, this country will be utterly
ruined, She eaid something intelligent once to logk Hagazine. It gquoted her
A6 saying two or three months ago: "If India's future demands it, I shall not
hesitate to deviate from Nehru's policies.” Within twentyfour hours, an
official spokesman denied thet she had said anything of the kind! If the Prime
Minister of India denies that she said that if the country's intorests demand
it, she should deviate from her father's policies, then it mesns that whe the
tgtc?:nxya;a'::t:‘natu demand it or not, she will cling to those pt.:licj.e-. rIt
Bt ek o nl;::ﬂu I would suggest that she im not f£it to remain Prine



ight direction,
thought that th-consraurutymmvminther
ﬁt they were learning the lessons of the mistakes they had made, Please

read the Manifesto. It is very hard to read; I have tried wwfha:d ::“nad
it from one end to the other. I do not know honestly how many o g‘:hao{th.
able to wade through it. When I got half-way through it, 1 was “ﬂat it
vords of Hamlet in his well kmown soliloquy: "How weary, stals,

itable"1 But apart from how it reads, it goes in for the

nationalisation of Banking, for a ceiling on incomes, and it preaches
all the values of communism without stijargon. This Manifesto is a
document of class war and class strug It bases itself on envy. It tries

to incite those who have not against those who have. I am not particularly
concerned with preserving those who have. But, as I said carlior, if we do
not preserve the rights of enterprise, of those who take risks, tlen this
country is not going to thrive. Without competition, without free enterprise,
we do not believe this country can go places.

Therefore, if anyone thinks that by supporting the Congress he is fighting
the Communists, I do appeal to him to comsider whether he is doing the right
thing. The real problem was posed before us by Rejaji when he said that he
smelt the coming storm and rain, and pointed out that the Congress Party
had all the money and the Swatantra Party hasn't got what it takes to put up
enough cendidates. ke therefore appealed to people to come forward and say:

21 will find the money, put me up, give me a comnstituency," This was his
appeal on Independence Day. There sre three things that those who agree with
us can do. bither they can come forwsrd and say they will stand for

Parliament or Assembly. If they do so, our doors are wide open. If he or

she is in agreement with the principles of the Farty, we shall be glad to put up
anyone who wants to get to Parliasment or Assembly provided we can find a
conatituency. I1f someone does not want to stand, he or she can work

actively for us; and contribute to the funde that will make i+ ‘possible
for others tc stand.

We are an Open Conspiracy. We do not hide the fact that we want to turn
this Covernment out of office., Either one agrees with us or one doesn't.
If one does not agree with us and wants five more years of Con:reas government,
we have nothing to say. But if one agrees that the Government needs to be
changed, then may I suggest that just thinking 80, Just saying so, jumbimy
Just wishing it is not enough. Soms effort is required from each one of us.
It is in that spirit that I would request everyone to join with us in the

Swatantra Party in this Open Conspiracy to give this countrv a
and efficient government. f Y @ new, clean




this country nceds
Mmmumtuhu-forucw.mt :
;Mdﬁﬁﬂmﬂuhm‘m that, unless this changs comes, the
future of this country does not lock wery bright.

mmttronmthtmtumwhnmm-am
htmmmmtm-matmudm coursp of time replace
it in office. This is essentlal becsuse, as wo saw in the case of Ceylon laat
yoar, such a change was ~cssible demcoratically and constitutiocnally because
there was in existence alre:dy a second party to which the peo;ls turned when
they had enocugh of the last government. The vacuum in our democracy is that
today there is mo such second party ready to take over.

How, two questions srise: One ie whether the Swatsotra Farty has the
right idea. 1 frankly will mot waste any time on that topic e 1 would like
to thirk that almost all intallisent people basically agree will wiat the
Swatantra Party stacds for.

There is, hovever, another quostion which I would like %o snower and that
is: Oranted you asve the right idea, can you make the grade? ULave you 0%
whst it takes to defeat the Congress Farty and take its place? How this question
or this doubt is, I think, wuch more widespread thao any Joubt about our
policies. Theye are many people wio shore this feeling: "You are on tie right
tracle, we agree with your policies, but frankly we don't tuink you will get
anywtore,” And this doudbt is based on a very patronising contempt for the \
poor dear masses of our country. We of the inteliigentsia lile to think that
we underatand polities, that we appreciate s jgood idea or & good principle
but that the peasanta of our country, the big anss of our pecple, are not capsble
of responding to these ideas. Lo the question is put to us: "How can you hope
to gt sway with a liberal policy in a backward, iliiterate country lik: india?
in this gountry only 'leftisa’ will pey, oanly comzunisa will pay. ’‘his ikind of
sophisticated progressive policy wili mot pay in this country. Tlerelere, you
won't get anywiere, 3So why should we etick ocur necks cut? Iherefore, let us
sit and grumble, moan and zroan, ond do nothing.”

This is the tidcking of e large nusber of so-called intellectusls in this
Gountyy. Mow 1 wou.d liks to suggest that this cyniciss or defvetlme is not
based on fmot and i would like %o put before you certein fmcts which 1 think
Would give you & somewiat more encouraging and optimietic ploture.

bur objectives in this election are twofold,
Cong;ress mmgoly of power in Delhi which hes now
long years. I[he second objective is to carry &

Sliow what Swatantra-led governsents can do.
objectivea, but

The first is tc end the
lasted to cur cost for twenty
couple of statea so that we can

These are undoubtedly asbiticus
We think they are capable of being achieved next Fobruary,
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‘poses o cloar-cu ternstive to the domestic snd foreign policies
' t:lmt ont w:muf. lth:i of the other partles are l.lhluhs, ::-r
pe mm cossunist or socizlist, who like to push the Congress down int ¥ - 9
r & little Tester than they are alrendy going! The ugrnd “‘Tmrm-
claim tutnnmmnphuthlcmlaumtumuonn S
dencalnational National Demccratic party. Ye are rooted ln deaocracy. .1
out of the matiomnal movement for :d“ma mm-h:c}. we 111: ::10:11 u:npi:m ong
£ t e H© party womsn
3':2&: mzy ::“locntfm. Korth, vouth, Sast or west, can fecl
at home, The third reason why we feel that we have wiat 1t uhi:.u
is that we alons huve the capability, thanks to the quality of cur leadership
and our potential rescurces, ¢ make the jrade.

Another fact I would like to place bufore you is that we aic & rural party.
¥e are not an urban party. If anyone thinks that we depend on 'iw support of
the class to which you here and 1 belong, then 4 sust confuss we would have to
wind up ocur Party if thet wos ell ths support we depended oa!l .e_ are baged on
the peasasts of Inila and depend on the peasants of indis prf:..'mnly for our
support. 1hen you will ask: why are we here today? I would say you are here
because we assume that you believe in a free ecomomy snd a {ree sccisty. Ina
free economy and s free socciety, free enturprise is.tm egsential part. In fact,
we g0 80 far as to believe tlat you cannot have a free sociely unless you haw
frec enterprise. Therefore, fres enterprise, alomg with piasant proprietorship
acd free trade unionp, is an esrential elem nt in a democrsey. 1t is because
free enterpries is a part of a free scciety that we stand for it, not because
we believe in furthering the interests of those who practice tiat way of life.
But we do expect Ahad those who live by that way of life to recoguise it, to
bo prepared to stund up and be counted for th=t way of 1life. It is on that
basis that we expect support froa the class to which you beloug.

“Unfortunstely, the results show that we have not got that support as yet.
1% may bo news to you that in the last ¢lections, in 1962, ev ry single seat
that tie Jwatantra Yarty carriecd whether for Parliament or for sny Jtate Assably
= we carried 206 for varicus Stote Assosblies - wes o rural svat. Ag of today
the Uwatantra Party has sot carriei a single purely urban constl tuency in the
whols country. This should ghow you Low wide of tie wmark are those who bolleve
tiat we are based on the isdustrial class in the cities and lave no roots smong
the wasscs. We polled mine zillion votes or mearly a crore of votes and most
of thea caze from the villagers of our country. when I stoed for Rajrot in 1963
is a by-election, I had the sugport of every trade union in Rejkot clty, of the
Khedut Samaj ead Lits leaders, of the whole of the shopkeeplng class, of the
goldsaiths. I am sorry to infora you that there was one class in “ajeot that was
Sgainst me. Ihat was the Yhasber of Commerce and its mesbors. The leaders of the
“hmaber of Vommerce igbued a statemeat on behalf of ny Congress rival. They gave
Hielr cars sod their money to the Congress candidate. This ia He reality, which
is completely at varience with what nine cut o ten of our inteliientsia believe.

S0 what we lack is not peasant euprort, Whenever we tal: o the
e is on ‘ur alde, because we speak to liim of the values of Farm, i‘ﬂ:lrsnt‘
freedoa, as iajaji put it. U uaderstonds thom very easily - the right to his
land, the right to Lds boms, the rigit to freedom of worahi The poasant i{s a
conservative. He 1s not a reilca. or s comunist. But the foct 1o that wo have

ﬂmmwhﬁ-puﬁ-hlup-mmﬂ. %e lack men who can

ebout in, we wont ted
a3 ' prin liternture to diptribute.
oftlt-l-unmﬁm;. Bere, the role of the intelligentaia has not
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terribly encourag/ing. mwmuwmmmtmtmw a
_ y country mmmwtrmrmwmwm-um
::ﬂlu ofthmtﬂdmm-pﬂonm.mtofmuummm
upsble to’mum.l.lh «hat is right from what is wrong, what is progressive
from what is reactionsry. Until this fog clears and it is clearing, in the
mttm;nuitmchmma.tulucloumMthn;umtoonn.
it e very difficult to get aost of tie people of our ¢less to see things

straight,

But of All elements in tie intelligentsia, tie businees class has been the
worst. With the exception of an enlizhtened fringe, which I am happy to say,
18 sostly baced 1in our City of Bosbay, tiough there are a lew prople ocutside also,
“the bulk of Big L sinoms bas been on the Congress bandwagon. They have been
suprorting the “eocialist” policies of this governsent. Till about two years
ago, this was true brosdly of the organised institutions represontin: Big
Business. But bere, 1 would like to pay & tribute to tho last two Preaidents of
the Pederation of Ipdian Ctasbers of Comserce and Industry, #r. S.l.irloskar and
novw Nr. Sasanbhai Azin, These two gentlemen for the first time have talked in
a self-respecting, honest-to-god way.

¥hen businessaen tell us "we cannot help you" or "we cannot give you money
because we are frightened of retaliation”, I think they are misloading themselves
and others. leat me say frsnkly that we do not have a Fascist guvernwent in this
country. It ie & bad government, It is & government that should bo thrdimgut
as fast a5 we can throw it out, but it is not a Fascist guvernmont. We know from
our experience and cur business fricads who have stood for us, who have worked with
us, know that nothing has happened to them, +he other day, whan I mtutioned this
to a group of businessmen in Delhi, = leeding Industrislist gut up and saeld:
"1 agree with Ar, Masani. 1 have pald money to the Uwatsntra Party, it has been
published in @y balance sheet, nobody has lurt me. 1 am doing very well.”

Then why thie fear? Partly it is a genuine fear, but partly & foar it is an
alibi, It is an alibi for net wanting to belp., The desire to help 18 not there
bscause the Lwatantra Party camnot give a quick return, in other woris, the pursuit
of the quick rupee ln the next twelve monthe seens to bu s more determining factor
that genuine, honsat to god fear! Now, if tids is true, it means that a section

of ludimbusiness is suffering froa e sulcidsl sania bysésss to dostroy itself by
helplag those who are out to destroy it.

Theye are others who think that the Congress is oo at.mng-ti.n it can never
be defeated. I do not think so et sll. The Longress is a "pap.r tlgep" today.

it looks such bigger than it really 1s. The Congress Party is not a uajority party.
The Congress Farty never has been a majority psrty in this country élnce
Independence. 7he highest vote it could poll for Perlinsent under Mr, Jawaherled
dehru, a great personality hismaelf, was 45 per cent of

the votee polled. Nehru
¥as alvays o ainority leeder inm Inila, In the las® elections, that wot; fell to

44.72 per cout. Lot us call it 45 per cent. 55 I tora

2 . pis cent of the elee
migat the Longreas Party in 1962, but it got 72 per cent of the seats .I,:t:“f
Lok Sabha. low, tiis is m fluke which is based on the arclaic eloctoral eyst-a

tiat we took from tie Oritish. We took the . <
g #bid A e anglo-Saxan voting systes but we hLave

8 4 Wcen we have aix or elght parties whi

-E. ._ 1z tha

'u:.l.u nave only two or three, sheu you have the Sritigh aystex of slection
elght parties, you get the ve

ry pecullar result that
8%t 72 per cent of the seats. ¥e nre trylog to unde tio ﬁmramra:;;:“hm“
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t more thenm 40 per cent
sould thout hesitation say that they will not &
. :u. wathmnmwp-rmt. m.uml.du:nttm
mldﬁtohomunnnhmmtthu. The only question
-Sruum-mmmt;mmtu.Mui;::;umu ;
divided, the Congress sovernsent zay be sefeated. t
tie '.Mltupounltuttlﬂnﬂﬂnﬁpurmtaf&.:mu.hcm

,-wm.-tnmhwmmauwmm Lok Sablie,

E

Now I would like you to censider what would bappen then, Irthnthspa;m
if the Swatantra Party does not mske tio grade, them will democracy survive?
§ill the people of Iniis, alresdy starving, ziserablsc, depresced, an_r.-hu:rmt
with rising prices, will they put up for five more years withng?urm -
is as bad as it is today on the ground that 1t got only 40 por cen’ of the ¥o
it has got a mejority in the Lok Sebha? I thimk, after what we hiuve seen in the
stroots of cur citics, on the loor of Parliasment, it 1s very clear that, if a
35 per cent party gets s majority ian the next Parliament, then the future of
Indian democracy is very very dark and bleak indeed. Therefore, L caoe for the
builiing up of a Second Party to stop tils unhealthy drift ie very claar. :

One final poiat before I conclude., We are sowetimes told: "Lo you prefer
the Comsunists to the Congress or tis Congress to the Comsunists? I1sa't tle
Congress a 'lesser avil' to tie comsunists.” +e regard beth as polscn, and we
follow a pollcy of shat we call double rejoction. We refuse o clhoose between
the Congress and Communiet parties. I 40 not have to argue Lore that the
Comsunists are bsd, They are poison to our freedom mcd democracy. Sut there may
be some of you who think we must cling to tie Congress in order %o prevent India
going Communist. Do you think tnat the Congress Party led by A:. Kasara)] Nadar
is the kind of Party thet will stop Indo froa belng feken over by e Cozsunista?
Ar. Kssaraj Nadar has said quite clearly that he vants Comsunists who have left the
congress to return to the Congress where he thinks they will aslc very valusble
zesbers! 4r, Kazersj Gader has praised the Soviet Uictstorsiip ia svery
respect. le could think of incluilng even housing and agriculture wbere we
all knov they are aiserabls flops. Iie has even gene so far as to say that our
own umational movemsnt for freedom was modelled on the Soviet Comcunlst medell
is this the Party which is golng to stop the country from drifting to Communimm?

Are. Iniire Gandii certainly msce s very jood start wien sle became Prime
Aloister. 1 myself Lzve complisentsd Rar in Parlisment and gutslde on her
¢arllor perforsance. But in the last three moaths, I am afrald she 1as shown
thiat shio is drifting bsck to the bad old ways, Uer surrender %o Losygin in Moscow
on Vistnaz shows that she cannot stand up Lo tle Soviets. ler sup ort of the Fourths .
Plan will sesl the doom of this country because, if the “ourth Plan which she has
supported ‘wessas were ever to be -ut intc operation, thias country will be utterly
Tuined, dhe said souething in ellizent once to ook Amgasime. It quoted hep
&6 saylng two or thive months ago: "If lndis’s futurs demands ity i shall not
hesitate to deviste froa Nebru's policies.” within twentyfour hours, sn
officisl spokesman denied thst she had said anytidng of the kind! If the Price

Alnlster of inila denlss thst sbe sald that i the country's interests Jdezand

it, ste should deviate from her father's policles, the
) on it zeans that whethe
the couatry's intervate deaand it or ot Jtho 1 "
t 1
Bt Bt T not, ¥ill cling to those pollecies, Ir

L woul
Mlalster even for & day. oML Buggest that sha is not it %o ressin Prise

necenlly, we nave had the Menifesto of tie Congress Party. There were people



:’:ﬁ-h. It is very hard to read; I lave tried wvery herd to resd 3
it from one end to the ollwr. Idamttnn'hmaﬂ!mmﬂfmﬂl:rm
able to wade through it. ¥ien 1 got Lalf-way tirough it, 1 was reuinded i
vords of Hsulet in his well kuown eoliloguy: “"low weary, -uh‘. flat and
unprofitable”! But apart from how it reads, it goes la for T

nationalisation of Banking, for & ceiling on -incomes, aod it preaches

all the values of comsunies without comsunisyjsrgon. This Hunifeato is a g
docusent of class war ani class strua«&-» It bases iteelf on envy., It tries

to incite tioee who have not agaiust those who have, I a= mot purtlcularly
concerned with preserving those who have. but, as I said carii.r, if we do

not preserve the rights of enterprise, of those who take risks, t.en this

country is mot going to thrive. Without competition, without free anterprise,

we do not believe this country cau go places.
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Therefore, if anyone thinks that by supporting the Congresas he is fighting o
the Communiste, I 4o appeal to him to consider whothor he is dolng tre right ,_
*hing. The real problem was posed before us by isjaji wien he gald that he !
- smelt the coming storm and rain, and pointed out that the Congress Farty
had all tle soney and the Jwatsntra Party hasa't got what it ‘akea to put up
enough candidates. lie therefore appenlsd to people to come furward and says |
21 will find the soney, put me up, give me a constitusrcy,"” Thig was his
appeal on Independence Lay. There are three things that those who agree with
us ¢an do. Gither they can come forwerd and say they will stan: for
Parlisment or Assesbly. If they do so, our loors are wide epen. If he or
sbe is in agreeasnt with the primciples of the Yarty, we shall be rlad to pat up
anyons who wanta to get to Parlimsent or Assembly provided we cas fipd o
conatltusncy. If someone does not want to stand, !¢ or sle csn work
actively for ue; and contribute to the funde thet will zalte 1t scasibdle :
for others tc stund. g j

¥o are au Open Comspiracy. 4e do not hide the fact thot we want to turn !
thia Sovernment out of office, Lither ope sgrecas with us or osw doosn't. i
if ons doss not agree with us and wents five more years of Con ress goverament,
¥e have nmothing to say. But if ons agrees tiat the Cowsrmsent novds to be -
changed, then may 1 suggest that just thinking so, just saying o, Sazdheg 3
. Just wishing it is not enough., Some offort is required froa omch gne of us. :
It is in thet epirit that I would request evoryone to join with us in the

Svatantra Party in this Opea Conspiracy to give this country a new, clean
end efficient government.




