the party achieved in the fourth
General Election are gone, and in
their place have set in serious appre-
hensions about its Ffuture. The
party’s defeat in the Rajasthan by-
elections and the debacle
party in the Haryana mid-term poll
have started « process -of anxious
- heart-searching and re-thinking both
on the political and organisational
levels. Dangerous cracks have ap-
peared in the organisation and large
chunks in various units, particularly
in Gujarat and Rajasthan, are threa-
tening to break away. Discipline is
at a low ebb, constraining the ex-
Ceneral Secretary M. R. Masani to
submit his resignation from his posi-
tions in the National Executive and
the Parliamentary Board.

The immediate problem has been
created by open' defiance of 35 party
legislators in Gujarat as a result of
which the party’s candidate for Ra-

jya Sabha, Babubhai Vaidya, got de-

feated. The rebels are not even
penitent. They assert that the can-
didate was not even .a member of
the party and had been thrust on
them against their wishes. The state
party had been even earlier com-
plaining of the unwarranted interfe-
rence in.i's affairs by the central
" leaders particularly by Masanl. In
the interests of the growth of the
party in Gujarat they wanted a fres
hand. A senior State Swatantra
leader, Bhailalbhai Patel, went to
the extent of accusing Masani of be-
ing anti-Gujarat and threatened that
if the latter did not change, he
would not be given any help to get
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will go to pieces. His view, he
ever, was not shared by a majority
in the last meeting nl?' the Execu-
tive. Chairman Ranga and Ceneral
Secretary Dandekar were not in fa-
vour of making a serious issue out
The general opinion was. in
favour of closing the affair with a
token punishment for the ring-lead-
ers of the revolt. Masani is ada-
mant and has pressed his resignation
in the interests of cleaning up the

He has openly expressed his
preference for quality against quan-
Lity.

The issue that Masani has brought
to the forefront is mot confined to
Gujarat alone. Tt has an all-India
bearing. Linked with it are a num-
ber of other questions that the Swa-
tantra Party will have to resolve if
it is to survive. Indiscipline in the
party has been the result of unre-
whed contradictions between the
state units and the centre, and bet-
ween the various interests that
strive to make the party primarily
an instrument for promoting their

cause. - v
The centre-State conflict was res-
ponsible for the exit of the Bihar

unit before General Elections, It is
now the cause of the crisis in Guja-

.rat

The Swatantra Party was conceiv-

ing a state snb}edb:w
ed more in influencing the st
ernmen's than in dmm or.

fﬂng'theuﬁ&g olicies, whose

ct s primarily on the

ﬁih ent.  The

wrangle is, therefore, sometimes
described as the conflict between
the industrial lobby and the agri-
culturist lobby within the Swatan-
tra Party.

sort to agitations on certain
Otherwise, they get

central leadership wants {0 m the
party confined to - '-’.
means and is opposed to the agita- -
tional approach. On issues F
other parties try to work up emo-
&nndﬁns\wmmmmwm
take a rational attitude which is
found irksome D halhf:!
ticigns.  State
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and therefore, it is really hyjocritieal to talk of co-operation

of the opposition parties in the evolution of ary national plan, K
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In view of the above exposition of the shilesophy of the Swatnrira
Party, we feel that there is no scone for co-oneratiop with -
Government for- dealing with a paper lixe tle onc under disScussion.
We hope that even at this stage Goverrment would realise the

wisdon of o consensus op matters of nat ional economy and will

sit down in a truly co-ojerative narrer with the lenders of the
oprosit on parties and evolve a policy which will bear in nind
national good rather than narty irterests. Unless this is "
done, it is futile for us to join with Governrment in any dis-
cussion on planning, pational ecaonony Or natioral integration.

With kind regards,

Yours sincercly,

(N.G. Ranga)

' rs. Indira Gaundhi
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